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By BARRY WILNER
Associated Press

RENTON, Wash. — If it seems 
as if Clay Matthews is omnipresent 
RII� WKH� ¿HOG�� ZHOO�� \HDK�� 1R� 1)/�
OLQHEDFNHU�KDV�D�KLJKHU�SUR¿OH�WKDQ�
the Green Bay star, thanks to his 
FRPPHUFLDOV� DQG� KLV� ÀDVK\� SHUVR-
na.

If you barely know anything 
about Bobby Wagner, that’s under-
standable, too. He’s not into snazzy, 
OHDYLQJ�WKDW�WR�KLV�/HJLRQ�RI�%RRP�
teammates in Seattle.

On Sunday in the NFC cham-
pionship game, their performances 
will go a long way toward deter-
mining which team goes to the 
Super Bowl. And while Matthews 
may add a touch of the ostentatious, 
Wagner will do things far more qui-
HWO\��\HW�MXVW�DV�¿HUFHO\�

Indeed, he might be the least-bal-
lyhooed member of this season’s 
All-Pro team.

“With Wags, just killer instinct,” 
fellow All-Pro Earl Thomas said 
Thursday. “Some guys just have 
that nasty streak to him, and I want 
another guy beside me with killer 
instincts. He has that, Sherm has 
WKDW��.DP�KDV�WKDW��DQG�WKDW�¿UHG�XS�
passion is contagious.”

Essential, too, for the most 
feared defense in the league, one 
that helped the Seahawks win it all 
last year and has them on the verge 
of a repeat title — something not 
accomplished by anyone in a de-
cade.

But, consistent with his nature, 
Wagner doesn’t make a big deal of 
it all.

“My job is to be in the middle 
of everything,” said the 2012 sec-
ond-round draft pick from Utah 
State. “Also, the signal caller, mak-

ing sure everybody’s in the right 
spot, making adjustments when I 
need to, being as vocal as I possibly 
FDQ�RQ�WKH�¿HOG�´

Of course, Wagner does far more 
than that. Even though he missed 
¿YH�JDPHV�ZLWK�D�ULJKW�IRRW�LQMXU\��
he still managed at least 104 tackles 
— he had 140 and 119 the previous 
two years. When he returned in late 
November, the Seahawks became 
immovable again. They didn’t al-
low a fourth-quarter point from 
Week 12 through the end of the reg-
ular season.

It’s hard to argue that Wagner is 
the fulcrum of a unit that includes 
fellow All-Pros Thomas at safety, 
Richard Sherman at cornerback, 

and Kam Chancellor intimidating 
opponents from his safety spot, and 
a deep, versatile front. But it’s not 
impossible to make that case.

Wagner wouldn’t make it, 
though. He takes pride in the stingi-
ness of his defense, but sees himself 
as a cog, nothing more, in that fru-
gality on the scoreboard.

³7KDW¶V�ZKDW�ZH�GR��ZH�¿QLVK�´�
he said. “Whenever a fourth quar-
ter comes around we understand 
those are when games are won. 
That’s when big-time players make 
big-time plays. And that’s when the 
good teams show up.”

The Packers will show up at 
&HQWXU\/LQN�)LHOG�ZLWK�D�JRRG�EXW�
not great defense. Indeed, its only 

consistent playmaker is Matthews, 
ZKR�PDGH�KLV�¿IWK�3UR�%RZO�LQ�VL[�
seasons by being a factor at outside 
and inside linebacker.

Matthews has displayed 
WKURXJKRXW� KLV� VL[� SUR� VHDVRQV� KH�
is much more than a media star ca-
pable of ripping on himself in TV 
ads. He’s capable of ripping apart 
offensive schemes, and his value in 
Green Bay has been increased with 
how coordinator Dom Capers used 
him in 2014.

When Capers began moving 
Matthews around in the Packers’ 
alignments, it caused opponents to 
guess — something no offense or 
quarterback is comfortable with. 
Matthews had 6 1-2 sacks in his 

¿QDO�IRXU�JDPHV�DQG����IRU�WKH�VHD-
son.

“I think if you look at the change
of where we were in Week 8 and
the bye week into now, and obvi-
ously, statistics will show that we’re 
moving in the right direction,” Mat-
thews said. “Both individually and
as a team, as a defense really. So,
you know, it seems to be working 
in the right direction. Obvious-
ly, we’re winning games and I’m 
making plays, so as long as that’s 
happening, we’re doing something
right.”

Enough right to be in their third
conference title game in eight sea-
sons, and enough to complement
their high-powered offense led by
All-Pro QB Aaron Rodgers.

Matthews, who played for Sea-
hawks coach Pete Carroll at South-
ern California — Carroll admits he 
misjudged Matthews skills there,
not starting him until he was a se-
QLRU�²�LV�FRQ¿GHQW�HQRXJK� WR�EH-
lieve Green Bay can do as much 
shutting down on defense Sunday
as can Seattle.

“With a defense with as many 
playmakers as they have, and has
played as well as they have, you
know obviously the onus is going
to be on our defense,” Matthews
said. “So we understand that going
into it. So obviously we’re going to 
be trying our best to limit their big
plays, limit the times they score in
hopes that we score more.”

Matthews, Wagner make marks in different ways
Conference 
Championships
SUNDAY
Green Bay at Seattle 
• 12:05 p.m. (FOX)
Indianapolis at New England 
• 3:40 p.m. (CBS)

AP Photo/Mike Roemer

In this Jan. 11, 2015, file photo, Green Bay Pack-
ers outside linebacker Clay Matthews (52) pres-
sures Dallas Cowboys quarterback Tony Romo, 
not shown,  during the first half of an NFL divi-
sional playoff football game in Green Bay, Wis. 

AP Photo/Rick Scuteri, File

In this Dec. 21, 2014, file photo, Seattle Seahawks 
middle linebacker Bobby Wagner (54) defends 
during the first quarter of an NFL football game 
against the Arizona Cardinals, Sunday, Dec. 21, 
2014 in Glendale, Ariz. 

By TIM BOOTH
Associated Press

RENTON, Wash. — Pete 
Carroll talks about it con-
stantly, almost to the point 
RI� H[DVSHUDWLRQ�� DERXW� KRZ�
protecting the ball is the most 
important thing in the Seattle 
Seahawks program. 

1RW� KDYLQJ� WKH� ¿HUFHVW�
GHIHQVH� LQ� WKH�1)/�RU�D�G\-
namic offense based around 
a strong running game. But 
simply holding on to the 

football. 
The Seahawks set a fran-

chise record this season for 
the fewest turnovers, giving 
the ball away just 14 times 
during the regular season. 
That was three fewer than 
the previous best mark for 
the Seahawks when they 
committed only 17 turnovers 
during the 2005 season and 
6HDWWOH� PDGH� LWV� ¿UVW� 6XSHU�
Bowl appearance. 

It continued a trend of 
Seattle being better at pro-

tecting the ball with Carroll 
in charge. Seattle committed 
���WXUQRYHUV�LQ�&DUUROO¶V�¿UVW�
season in 2010. The Sea-
hawks had 23 in 2011, 19 in 
2012 and 18 last season on 
their way to the franchise’s 
¿UVW�6XSHU�%RZO�WLWOH�

This season the Seahawks 
¿QLVKHG� WKLUG� LQ� WKH� OHDJXH�
in fewest turnovers. And not 
surprisingly, the two teams 
ahead of Seattle — New En-
gland and Green Bay each 
had 13 turnovers — are also 

still playing on champion-
ship weekend. 

6HDWWOH¶V� SUR¿FLHQF\� LQ�
KROGLQJ�RQ�WR�WKH�EDOO�LV�D�PL[�
of emphasis, conscious deci-
sion-making and a good deal 
of luck. Quarterback Rus-
sell Wilson has made better 
decisions with his passing, 
watching his interception 
numbers drop to just seven. 
6XUSULVLQJO\��VL[�RI�KLV�VHYHQ�
interceptions were thrown at 
home. 

There is also the aspect 

of luck. Seattle fumbled the 
ball 23 times in the regular 
season, yet lost only seven. 
Three of the fumbles were 
credited to punter Jon Ryan, 
safety Earl Thomas and cen-
ter Stephen Schilling. 

Wilson put the ball on the 
ground 11 times in the reg-
ular season and didn’t lose 
one. 

The reduction in turnovers 
was critical in a season where 
the Seahawks defense didn’t 
force as many turnovers. Se-

attle opponents committed
only 24 turnovers this sea-
son, compared to 39 last year.
Four times in the regular sea-
son, Seattle failed to force a
turnover, a stark change from
2013 when the Seahawks
only went one time without 
an interception or fumble re-
covery. 

This was just the second
WLPH�LQ�&DUUROO¶V�¿YH�VHDVRQV
that the Seahawks failed to
force at least 30 turnovers in
the regular season.

Seahawks among league leaders in ball security, set franchise record for fewest turnovers

Pendleton
$74,900 - Cozy 2-3 
bedroom on the flat. 
Zoned C-1. Metal 
roof. Detached shop 
with updated wiring 
to it & house. RV 
parking. Walk to 
shopping & restau-
rants. 
MLS#14030539. 
CALL:MARGE LAPP

Pendleton 
Southgate

(541) 276-1957

Pendleton
$299,000
OUTDOOR ENTHU-
SIASTS PARADISE!
Swimming pool, 
sports court, gazebo,
garden, fruit trees
&decks.  4bedroom, 
3?bath updated 
home includes sepa-
rate quarters for
guests/in-laws.  
Glenn 541-276-0021. 
#14085176
Coldwell Banker 

Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Pendleton
$295,000 - The Old 
West Rental Build-
ing. 1.85 Commer-
cial Acres with a 
4000 square foot 
Block building. Rive 
thru door capable of 
servicing 
Semi-Trucks. Floor 
hoist, U.P.S rents
their land for $650 
per mouth. Can be 
two separate tenants
etc. Call Kal
541-969-7358. 
RMLS#1442656

Garton & 
Associates

(541) 276-0931

Pendleton
$199,000  4 Bed 3 
Bath Home.  Very 
nice throughout. 
Newer Kitchen.  Co-
rian Counter tops. 
Newer Furnace and 
Central Air.  Two car
garage.  
MLS#13384063 

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
(541-379-8690)

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

Pendleton
$269,000
ONE OF A KIND 
HOME.  4bedrooms, 
2full baths, 2half 
baths, 3,396 s.f.(m/l), 
wonderful porch.  
Stunningly remod-
eled kitchen. 
Unique/amazing 
view/location, ga-
rage, storage. Jef 
541-276-0021.  
#14079019
Coldwell Banker 

Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Pendleton
$219,900
3BEDROOM,
2.5BATH home with 
1904 s.f.(m/l).  Large 
family room and 
open kitchen floor 
plan.  Large back 
patio.  2car garage.  
Kevin 
541-969-8243cell.  
#14120503
Coldwell Banker 

Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Pendleton
$159,900 - 3 B/R 2 
BATH HOME Nice 
remodeled kitchen 
other upgrades. 
Fenced backyard.
Call Scott @ 
541-379-3283. 
RMLS# 14548160

Garton & 
Associates

(541) 276-0931

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

Pendleton
$184,900 - NEW 
LISTING! 5 bed-
room, 1.5 bath home 
with nearly 3000 sq. 
ft. of living space.
Detached garage 
and storage 
building. Call Shane
(541)379-7802. 
RMLS# 14259192

Garton & 
Associates

(541) 276-0931

Pendleton
$178,500                      
UPDATES
THROUGHOUT, 
large 2bedroom, 
2bath, 1level home.
Corner fenced lot, 
patio, shed. Up-
dated kitchen, formal 
dining, large utility.  
Metal roof and sid-
ing. Vicki 541 969 
9441cell.  
#14407502
Coldwell Banker 

Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Pendleton
$139,900 – 3 Bed-
room 1.5 Bath  
1400+ sq ft. plus full 
basement. Very nice 
condition throughout.  
Extra dwelling could 
be dual living or 
rental.  Large lot.   
MLS# 14049686

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
(541-379-8690)

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

Pendleton
$172,500
AWESOME VIEWS 
&PRIVACY!  4bed, 
plus office, 2bath 
home on the North 
Hill.  Family room 
w/"Cowboy bar".  Up-
dated kitchen.  Car-
port, patio, &garden 
shed.  Call Marsha 
541-377-5152cell.  
#14096558
Coldwell Banker 

Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Pendleton
$169,900 - NORTH
Hill/Corner Lot. Great 
family home, 4bed-
room, 2bath, 3328 
sq.ft. several up-
dates, private yard 
for entertaining,work-
shop, storage, off st. 
parking. Call Rocky 
Kautz 541-969-8758
MLS# 14241741
Clark Jennings & 
Associates OR,LLC

541-278-9275

Pendleton
$169,000 – 4 Bed-
room 2 Bath on 
North Hill.  Hard-
wood Floors.  Cen-
tral Heat & Air.  
Large back deck.  
Garage.  1924 Sq. 
Ft.  Nice inside and 
out.  MLS# 
14211391

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
(541-379-8690)

Pendleton
$159,900       
RANCH STYLE 
SHERWOOD 
HOME.  Natural light, 
open floor plan, 
vaulted ceilings in 
mid-century style 
home.  Master suite, 
family room.  Large, 
private backyard.  
Jef 
541-2760021/Dawn 
541-310-9563cell.  
#14427298
Coldwell Banker 

Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

Pendleton
$154,000 - FED-
ERAL VETERANS 
SPECIALS. Pride of 
Ownership. Duplex 
at 361 & 363 and 
second duplex for 
$159,000 at 351 and 
353 NE 37th Street 
(Riverside area) Live 
in one side and let 
the tenant pay most 
of your payment in 
rent. Current rents 
are $700 per side for 
large 2 b/r units with 
large fenced yard 
and washer and 
dryer hookups.  
RMLS# 12472382

Garton & 
Associates

(541) 276-0931

Pendleton
$149,900, Bargain, 
Priced, Historic Dis-
trict 4 bedroom 2 

bath, close to River-
Walk, Maple floors, 
Craftsman Boxed 
Ceiling,  Downstairs 
Family Room, low 
maintenance yard, 

Matt Vogler, 
541.377.9470  
MLS:14297120

John J. Howard & 
Associates
541-377-9470

Pendleton
$115,900 - SINGLE
Family or Duplex! 
North Hill 3 bedroom, 
2bath, 1684 sq.ft. 
Separate utilities me-
ters and entrances. 
Two full levels of liv-
ing space!Call 
Rocky Kautz 
541-969-8758 MLS# 
12600738
Clark Jennings & 
Associates OR,LLC

541-278-9275

Over 1200 
Homes for Sale

www.east
oregonreal
estate.com

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

Pendleton
$10,000 PRICE Re-
duction, Now 
159,900, Popular 
McKay Neighbor-
hood, one level, 3 
bedroom 2 bath, 
Family Room, Ga-
rage/Shop, ? acre 
lot, Hardwood,  RV 
Parking, Home War-
ranty,  Matt Vogler, 
541.377.9470, 
MLS:14310704
John J. Howard & 

Associates
541-377-9470

HOW MANY Bed-
rooms? How many 
Bathrooms? Style? 
Location? Financ-
ing? Turn Here Re-
alty to find your New 
Home.Honest, Trust-
worthy Professional 
Guidance every step 
of the way Turn Here 
Realty--541 377 
6855 

TURN HERE 
REALTY & TRAVEL 

541 377 6855

FIND YOUR HOME 
-- Buyers Agent-- 
Turn to Kerry for 
your New Years 
Home - Professional, 
Courteous and Hon-
est Service provided 
by Experienced 
Realtor. ACCESS to 
all listings.. Call 
Kerry 541 377 6855

TURN HERE 
REALTY & TRAVEL 

541 377 6855

ACCESS TO all list-
ings with one 
agent.Get all the 
guidance you need
to Buy your new 
home. For Profes-
sional, Knowledge-
able Service 
with Buying or Sell-
ing your home. Call 
Kerry 541 377 6855
Turn Here Realty 
Pendleton

TURN HERE 
REALTY & TRAVEL 

541 377 6855

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate adver-
tising in this newspa-
per is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any pref-
erence, limitation, or 
discrimination based 
on race, color, relig-
ion, sex, handicap, fa-
milial status, or na-
tional origin, or an in-
tention to make any 
such preference, limi-
tation, or discrimina-
tion." Familial status 
includes children un-
der the age of 18 liv-
ing with parents or le-
gal custodians, preg-
nant women, and peo-
ple securing custody 
of children under 18.
This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 
any advertising for 
real estate which is in 
violation of the law. 
Our readers are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 
discrimination, call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777. The 
toll-free telephone 
number for the hear-
ing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

AAA SERVICE, Free 
Buyer or Seller Con-
sultation, No Money 
Down Programs, 
Seller Market Analy-
sis, Call Matt Vogler, 
“The Weekend & Af-
ter Hours Realtor,” 
Available on Short 
Notice, 
541.377.9470
John J. Howard & 

Associates
541-377-9470

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

$314,900            
ECHO
ACROSS FROM 
ECHO GOLF 
COURSE ON 
1.19ACRES.  3bed-
rooms, 3.5baths 
w/family room plus 
bonus room.  Huge 
deck w/view.  38ʼx42ʼ 
shop/garage.  Cari 
541 377-5058cell.  
#13431336.
Coldwell Banker 

Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

Email or Call 
Paula @

classifieds@
eastoregonian.

com
541-278-2678
to place your 
classified ad!!

Personals 20

NEW YEARS Travel 
- Turn Here to 
Travel and Explore
Call Kerry 541 377 
6855 or drop by the 
office at 305 SW 
Court Ave
Turn Here Travel

TURN HERE 
REALTY & TRAVEL 

541 377 6855

Travel 12

View all 
state wide legal 
notices online at
www.public

noticeads.com/

PLEASE CHECK
YOUR AD ON THE
FIRST DAY OF
PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to 
make any necessary 
correction, we cannot 
be responsible for er-
rors appearing for 
multiple days. Thank 
you!

Special Notices 10

PILOT ROCK
OHV Park 

Incorporated (Bike 
Pit) is soliciting bids 

for concession 
vendor for 2015 
Race Series. 
www.pilot

rockbikepit.com
PO Box 689

Pilot Rock, Oregon 
97868

Closing bid date 
1/30/15.  Contact 
Steve Draper

541-379-2568 (cell)

CLASSIFIED LINE 
AD DEADLINES

Edition:
East Oregonian

Tuesday
3pm Monday
Wednesday
3pm Tuesday
Thursday

3pm Wednesday
Friday

3pm Thursday
Saturday
3pm Friday

Hermiston Herald
Wednesday
3pm Monday
Saturday 

3pm Thursday

Call Paula
541-278-2678
classifieds@

eastoregonian.com

Special Notices 10

FOUND AN
older tan female Shih 
Tzu, near the back 
side of Walmart in 

Hermiston.
Call to identify
541-210-6277

CITY POUND
541-276-4411
Lab-female
found on 

10th & NW Ellis
Chihuahua-male

Found on SE Court
Pendleton

Lost & Found 5

CLASSIFIEDS GET
results!

Reach the buyer
you're looking for

with a low cost, effec-
tive classified ad.


