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OUR VIEW

OTHER VIEWS

YOUR VIEWS
0RUH�PRQH\�ZRQ¶W�¿[�
Oregon’s systemic problems

This governor raised the general fund for 
Oregon (2013-2015) 13.6 percent. When was 
the last time anyone received that large a pay 
raise? We are 42nd in education and he thinks 
we need more money. Funny thing, Oregon 
VHHPV�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�PRUH�PRQH\�ZLOO�¿[�WKH�
problem. It never happens here. 

Remember last year when the news was 
how education was in Oregon? We acquire 
from the mouthpieces in the valley that all 
is well and we have improved. Pendleton 
H[SHQGV�DSSUR[LPDWHO\��������SHU�VWXGHQW��
7KHUH�DUH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�������VWXGHQWV�
enrolled in School District 16R. Pendleton 
is in the average of spending. Schools range 
IURP��������WR���������

The state of Oregon has one state worker 
for every 42 citizens. How can anyone think 
we need that many? The federal government 
only has 12 and they are top-heavy. Also, 
Oregon gets 36 percent of its money from the 
federal government. That makes it 12th in the 
nation for receiving federal dollars.

)URP�WKH�7D[�)HGHUDWLRQ�RI�$PHULFD��

LQFRPH�WD[�FROOHFWLRQ�SHU�FDSLWD�LQ�������
1HZ�<RUN��������SHU�SHUVRQ���������SHU�
SHUVRQ�LQ�&RQQHFWLFXW���������SHU�SHUVRQ�LQ�
0DVVDFKXVHWWV���������SHU�SHUVRQ�LQ�2UHJRQ��
DQG�0LQQHVRWD�LV��������SHU�SHUVRQ��2UHJRQ¶V�
WD[�UDWH�LV���SHUFHQW�XQGHU�����������2UHJRQ¶V�
WRS�WD[�LV�����SHUFHQW�ZKHQ�RYHU����������

:KHQ�FRPELQHG�ZLWK�FRXQW\��ORFDO�WD[HV��
DQG�IHGHUDO�WD[HV�2UHJRQLDQV�FDQ�H[SHFW�
to pay 52.3 percent of their income to the 
JRYHUQPHQW��([WUDRUGLQDU\�WR�VD\�WKH�OHDVW

<HV��,�NQRZ�ZH�JHW�D�WD[�UHIXQG��KRZHYHU��
WKDW�JHWV�WD[HG�WKH�QH[W�\HDU��DQG�DQ\�WD[�
return was free money because there is no 
LQWHUHVW�SDLG��6R�2UHJRQ�LV�¿IWK�LQ�WKH�QDWLRQ�
LQ�WD[HV��7KH�PLGGOH�LQFRPH�WD[�UDWH��WKRXJK��
is third in nation. 

7KLV�ZKROH�WD[�VKDP�LV�D�3RQ]L�VFKHPH��
Sooner or later, even with state workers 
SD\LQJ�WD[HV��LW�ZLOO�LPSORGH�

There are just too many on the government 
SD\UROO�WR�VXVWDLQ�WKDW�NLQG�RI�H[SHQVH��$OO�WKH�
above states will also implode — does Detroit 
ring a bell?

What we need is better managing.
Roesch Kishpaugh

Pendleton

We often praise hunting for its 
cultural value, but not as often for its 
value in dollars and cents.

Hunting Works for Oregon is 
trying to change that. The newly 
created organization is based off 
similar ones in the Midwest, which 
gather local partners to spread the 
JRVSHO�RI�KXQWLQJ¶V�HFRQRPLF�LPSDFW�
on rural areas.

According to a study by 
the National Shooting Sports 
)RXQGDWLRQ�������PLOOLRQ�LV�VSHQW�
annually by hunters 
in Oregon — about 
�������E\�HDFK�
RI�WKH���������
men, women and 
children who tote 
D�ULÀH�RU�ERZ�LQWR�
our mountains and 
meadows.
7KDW¶V�D�ORW�RI�

money, and money 
mostly funneled to 
the rural parts of the 
state, where local economies have 
struggled for decades. That includes 
places like John Day, Wallowa 
County, Malheur County. And yes, 
here in our neck of the woods, too.

Richard Stapleman, a custom 
boot maker, has had just one local 
customer since he opened his shop 
off Main Street in Pendleton. Every 
other client has been an out-of-
towner, he said, many of whom 
were brought to the area because of 
nearby hunting.

Stapleman is not alone. 
Tradespeople, small business 
owners, retail and service industries 
DOO�EHQH¿W�IURP�WUDYHOHUV��+XQWHUV�
just travel to different places than 
your average tourist and do it during 
what is often the slowest time of the 
year. Yet that economic shot in the 
arm for rural Oregon is in danger. 
Hunter participation is in steep 
decline, down more than 15 percent 
in the last decade alone.

Gary Lewis, a member of 
Hunting Works for Oregon and a 
KLJK�SUR¿OH�RXWGRRUV�ZULWHU�DQG�
television show host, said myriad 
factors are to blame.

Hunting has gotten much more 
H[SHQVLYH��DV�HYHU\WKLQJ�IURP�
purchasing tags to buying the gas 
to get to a trailhead has increased in 
cost.

And since the state went to 
FRQWUROOHG�KXQWV�LQ�WKH�PLG�����V��
hunters often have to plan ahead 
PRUH�WKDQ�VL[�PRQWKV�LQ�DGYDQFH�WR�
secure a tag. No longer can you look 
out on a bright fall morning and just 
go hunting.

But even with advance planning, 
the tag and lottery system means 
hunters many not be able to hunt 
the places they know best. That 
decreases their success rate, and later 
their rate of returning to the sport. 
The tag system has greatly increased 
game management, but it has greatly 
UHGXFHG�WKH�ÀH[LELOLW\�RI�KXQWHUV�²�
reducing participants and days spent 

in the woods.
Rules and regulations and 

paperwork have only grown, too, 
DQG�UDWKHU�WKDQ�¿JKW�WKH�IX]]\�
bureaucracy or take the chance of 
making a costly mistake, hunters are 
just packing up and going home.

There are also access issues. 
Some of the best private hunting 
land, which used to require just a 
handshake and maybe a little gift of 
whiskey to secure access to, is now 
being sold at top dollar to guides and 

their richest clients. 
The requirement 

to take hunter 
education classes, a 
necessity in modern 
times, may have 
cut down on the 
ERQGLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�
of learning hunting 
LQ�WKH�¿HOG�IURP�D�
parent or mentor.

The increase in 
predators is certainly 

another factor, but one we feel often 
overshadows the root causes.

Because the main culprit is habitat 
degradation, and the urban sprawl 
that has put more space between us 
and the wild places where animals 
live.

Internet and video games and 
fewer young people familiar with the 
RXWGRRUV�KDVQ¶W�KHOSHG�

But neither have hunters in 
some respects. Lewis said many 
believe roughly 50 percent of big 
game animals killed in Oregon are 
poached — an awful statistic that 
shows the ethical hunters are paying 
IRU�WKH�PLVGHHGV�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�GRQ¶W�
follow the rules. 

Then there is the conservative 
political bent that has seeped into 
hunting — alienating half the 
country. Many of us know that 
hunters and anglers are among the 
most devout conservationists, yet 
they have pitted themselves against 
the green movement in many battles. 
,I�WKHVH�WZR�JURXSV�FDQ¶W�SXW�DVLGH�
political animosity for the greater 
good, they have no one to blame but 
themselves.
7KH�VLPSOHVW�H[SODQDWLRQ�LV�WKDW�

hunting has just gotten harder. 
Lewis said success rates in some 
parts of Oregon have been cut in 
half or worse, from near 40 percent 
down into the teens. Hunting 
LVQ¶W�WKH�VXSHUPDUNHW�²�WKHUH�DUH�
no guarantees — but the more 
successful hunters are the more they 
want to return.

Hunting Works for Oregon has 
plenty of challenges ahead of it 
in order to stem the tide and see 
hunter participation go back on the 
upswing.

We hope they stay out of the 
political morass and keep their eye 
RQ�WKH�UHDO�SUL]H��UHGXFLQJ�FRVWV�DQG�
H[SDQGLQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�KXQWHUV�

Because right now hunting means 
a lot to the Eastern Oregon economy, 
but it could mean much more. 

Hunters spark  
local economy,  

but could do more 

President Barack Obama was 
criticized for failing to attend, or 
send a proper surrogate to, the 

giant anti-terrorism march in Paris on 
Sunday. That criticism was right. But 
it is typical of American politics today 
that we focus on this and not what 
would have really made the world feel 
WKH�MLKDGLVW�WKUHDW�ZDV�¿QDOO\�EHLQJ�
seriously confronted. And that would 
not be a march that our president 
KHOSV�WR�OHDG��EXW�RQH�LQ�ZKLFK�KH¶V�
not involved at all. That would be a 
million-person march against the jihadists 
across the Arab-Muslim world, organized by 
Arabs and Muslims for Arabs and Muslims, 
without anyone in the West asking for it — 
not just because of what happened in Paris 
but because of the scores of Muslims recently 
murdered by jihadists in Pakistan, Yemen, 
Iraq, Libya, Nigeria and 
Syria.

Abdul Rahman al-
Rashed, one of the most 
respected Arab journalists, 
wrote Monday in his 
column in Al-Sharq Al-
Awsat��³3URWHVWV�DJDLQVW�WKH�
recent terrorist attacks in 
France should have been 
held in Muslim capitals, 
rather than Paris, because, 
in this case, it is Muslims 
who are involved in this 
crisis and stand accused. 
����7KH�VWRU\�RI�H[WUHPLVP�
begins in Muslim societies, 
and it is with their support 
DQG�VLOHQFH�WKDW�H[WUHPLVP�
has grown into terrorism 
that is harming people. 
It is of no value that the 
French people, who are the 
victims here, take to the 
streets. ... What is required here is for Muslim 
communities to disown the Paris crime and 
,VODPLF�H[WUHPLVP�LQ�JHQHUDO�´��7UDQVODWLRQ�E\�
Memri.org.)

The truth is there is a huge amount of 
ambivalence toward this whole jihadist 
phenomenon — more than any of us would 
like to believe — in the Arab-Muslim world, 
Europe and America. This ambivalence starts 
in the Muslim community, where there is a 
deep cleavage over what constitutes authentic 
Islam today. We fool ourselves when we tell 
0XVOLPV�ZKDW�³UHDO�,VODP´�LV��%HFDXVH�,VODP�
has no Vatican, no single source of religious 
authority, there are many Islams today. The 
SXULWDQLFDO�:DKKDEL�6DOD¿�MLKDGLVW�VWUDLQ�LV�
one of them, and it has more support than we 
want to believe.

Ambivalence runs through Europe today 
on the question of what a country should 
demand of new Muslim immigrants by way 
RI�DGRSWLQJ�LWV�YDOXHV��,V�6WUDWIRU¶V�*HRUJH�
Friedman right when he argues that Europeans 
adopted multiculturalism precisely because 
WKH\�GLGQ¶W�UHDOO\�ZDQW�WR�DEVRUE�WKHLU�0XVOLP�
immigrants, and many of those Muslim 
LPPLJUDQWV��ZKR�ZHQW�WR�(XURSH�WR�¿QG�D�MRE��
QRW�D�QHZ�LGHQWLW\��GLGQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�EH�DEVRUEHG"�
If so, that spells trouble.

$PELYDOHQFH�UXQV�WKURXJK�:DVKLQJWRQ¶V�
ties with Saudi Arabia. Ever since jihadists 
WRRN�RYHU�,VODP¶V�KROLHVW�VKULQH�LQ�0HFFD�LQ�

������SURFODLPLQJ�WKDW�6DXGL�$UDELD¶V�
rulers were not pious enough, Saudi 
Arabia has redoubled its commitment 
WR�:DKKDEL�RU�6DOD¿VW�,VODP�²�WKH�
most puritanical, anti-pluralistic and 
anti-women version of that faith. This 
Saudi right turn — combined with 
oil revenues used to build Wahhabi-
inspired mosques, websites and 
madrassas across the Muslim world — 
has tilted the entire Sunni community 
to the right.

Look at a picture of female 
JUDGXDWHV�RI�&DLUR�8QLYHUVLW\�LQ�������)HZ�
are wearing veils. Look at them today. Many 
are wearing veils. The open, soft, embracing 
,VODP�WKDW�GH¿QHG�(J\SW�IRU�FHQWXULHV�²�SUD\�
¿YH�WLPHV�D�GD\�EXW�ZDVK�LW�GRZQ�ZLWK�D�EHHU�
at night — has been hardened by this Wahhabi
wind from Arabia.

But U.S. presidents 
never confront Saudi Arabia 
about this because of our 
RLO�DGGLFWLRQ��$V�,¶YH�VDLG��
addicts never tell the truth 
to their pushers. The Saudi 
government opposes the 
jihadists. Unfortunately, 
WKRXJK��LW¶V�D�YHU\�VKRUW�VWHS�
from Wahhabi Islam to the 
violent jihadism practiced 
by the Islamic State. The 
French terrorists were 
born in France but were 
PDULQDWHG�LQ�:DKKDEL�6DOD¿�
thought through the Web 
and local mosques — not 
Voltaire.

Also, the other civil war 
in Islam — between Sunnis 
and Shiites — has led many 
mainstream Sunni charities, 
mosques and regimes to 
support jihadist groups 

EHFDXVH�WKH\¶UH�IHURFLRXV�¿JKWHUV�DJDLQVW�
Shiites. Finally — yet more ambivalence — 
for 60 years there was a tacit alliance between 
Arab dictators and their Sunni religious clergy.
The regimes funded these uninspired Muslim 
clerics, and these clergy blessed the uninspired
GLFWDWRUV�²�DQG�ERWK�VWLÀHG�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�
of any authentic, inspired, reformist Islam 
WKDW�FRXOG�WDNH�RQ�:DKKDELVP�6DOD¿VP��HYHQ�
though many Muslims wanted it. An authentic 
reformation requires a free space in the Arab-
Muslim world.

³0XVOLPV�QHHG�WR�µXSJUDGH�WKHLU�VRIWZDUH�¶�
which is programmed mainly by our schools, 
television and mosques — especially small 
PRVTXHV�WKDW�WUDGH�LQ�ZKDW�LV�IRUELGGHQ�´�
Egyptian intellectual Mamoun Fandy wrote in 
Al-Sharq Al-Awsat. (Also translated by Memri.
RUJ���³7KHUH�LV�QR�FKRLFH�EXW�WR�GLVPDQWOH�
this system and rebuild it in a way that is 
FRPSDWLEOH�ZLWK�KXPDQ�FXOWXUH�DQG�YDOXHV�´

In short, jihadist zeal is easy to condemn, 
but will require multiple revolutions to stem 
— revolutions that will require a lot of people 
in the Arab-Muslim world and West to shed 
their ambivalence and stop playing double 
games.

Ŷ
Thomas L. Friedman won the 2002 Pulitzer

Prize for commentary, his third Pulitzer for 
The New York Times. He became the paper’s 
foreign-affairs Op-Ed columnist in 1995.

We need another giant protest

Thomas 
Friedman

Comment

Jihadist zeal 
is easy to 

condemn, but 
will require 

multiple 
revolutions  
to stem — 

revolutions that 
will require a 
lot of people 
to shed their 
ambivilance.

Hunters spend 
$248 million a 

year in Oregon, 
much of it in the 
rural parts of the 

state.


