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YOSEMITE NATION-
AL PARK, Calif. — A pair
of Americans on Wednes-
day completed what had
long been considered the
world’s most difficult rock
climb, using only their
hands and feet to ascend a
3,000-foot vertical wall on
El Capitan, the forbidding
granite pedestal in Yosem-
ite National Park that has
beckoned adventurers for
more than half a century.

Tommy Caldwell and
Kevin Jorgeson became
the first to free-climb the
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Officials investigate the scene of a prison transport bus crash, Wednesday in Pen-
well, Texas. Law enforcement officials said the bus carrying prisoners and correc-
tions officers fell from an overpass in West Texas and crashed onto train tracks be-
low, killing at least 10 people.

Ten dead after prison bus

skids off highway, hits train

Associated Press

ODESSA, Texas — A
prison bus skidded off an icy
Texas highway, slid down an
embankment and collided
with a passing freight train
Wednesday, killing eight in-
mates and two corrections
officers, including the bus
driver, authorities said.

The overpass on Inter-
state 20 was slick with ice
Wednesday morning when
the Texas Department of
Criminal Justice bus left the
roadway in Penwell, just
west of Odessa, according to
Ector County Sheriff Mark
Donaldson.

The prisoners, who did
not have seat belts, were
handcuffed together in pairs,
officials said. Some of them
were ejected from the bus
after it struck the train, said
Trooper Elizabeth Barney
of the Texas Department of
Public Safety.

An earlier accident on the
[-20 overpass may have con-
tributed to the prison bus los-
ing control, Donaldson said.

“It’s as bad as you can
imagine,” Odessa Fire and
Rescue Battalion Chief Ka-
vin Tinney told the Odessa
American newspaper. “In 32
years it’s as bad as anything
I’ve seen.”

The Texas Department of
Criminal Justice confirmed

rock formation’s Dawn
Wall, a feat that many had
considered impossible.
They used ropes and safety
harnesses to catch them in
case of a fall, but relied en-
tirely on their own strength
and dexterity to ascend by
grasping cracks as thin as
razor blades and as small
as dimes.

The effort took 19 days,

the 10 deaths in a statement,
adding that four prisoners
and one corrections offi-
cer were injured. Tiffany
Harston, spokeswoman for
Medical Center Hospital in
Odessa, said four of the in-
jured are in critical condition
and one is in serious condi-
tion.

Jason Clark, a Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice
spokesman, said the bus was
new and had been placed
in service only this past
summer. It was taking the
inmates from the Middle-
ton prison in Abilene to the
Sanchez prison in El Paso,
which is about 250 miles
west of where the accident
happened.

The prisoners did not
have any leg restraints, said
Jason Heaton, agency direc-
tor for the region. Only the
driver’s seat had a seat belt,
he said. Like many buses,
the vehicle did not have seat
belts on the bench-type seats
where the prisoners were
seated.

After the accident around
7:30 a.m., the white bus
came to rest on its side, next
to the railroad tracks, crum-
pled with heavy damage to
its front and undercarriage.
The top of the bus was caved
inward.

The Union Pacific freight
train with four locomotives

and 58 cars came to a stop
soon after. None of the cars
derailed, but two containers
at the rear of the train were
damaged, said Mark Davis, a
railroad spokesman.

The containers were
carrying hundreds of par-
cels and packages, many of
which were strewn along the
tracks.

No Union Pacific em-
ployees were injured.

The train, which was trav-
eling from the Los Angeles
area to Marion, Arkansas,
remained stopped at the ac-
cident site several hours after
the accident, Davis said.

“We’ll send crews to in-
spect the train, inspect the
track,” he said.

The National Transporta-
tion Safety Board said it was
sending its own team of in-
spectors to the scene.

Texas Lt. Gov. Dan Pat-
rick issued a statement of-
fering condolences to the
families of those killed in the
wreck.

“I also pray for a speedy
recovery of a third correc-
tional staff member and four
offenders who were trans-
ported with injuries,” he said.

In June, an inmate was
killed and several other peo-
ple were injured when a De-
partment of Criminal Justice
van collided with a car in
Central Texas.

as the two dealt with con-
stant falls and injuries. But
their success completes a
yearslong dream that bor-
dered on obsession for the
men.

Caldwell finished the
climb first Wednesday af-
ternoon. Jorgeson caught
up minutes later. The two
embraced before Jorgeson
pumped his arms in the
air and clapped his hands
above his head. They then
sat down for a few min-
utes, gathered their gear,
changed their clothes and
hiked to the summit.

The trek up the world’s
largest granite monolith
began Dec. 27. Caldwell
and Jorgeson lived on the
wall itself. They ate and
slept in tents fastened to
the rock thousands of feet
above the ground and bat-
tled painful cuts to their
fingertips much of the way.

Free-climbers do not
pull themselves up with ca-
bles or use chisels to carve
out handholds. Instead,
they climb inch by inch,
wedging their fingertips
and feet into tiny crevices
or gripping sharp, thin pro-
jections of rock. In photo-
graphs, the two appeared
at times like Spider-Man,
with arms and legs splayed
across the pale rock that
has been described as

Two men reach top of El Capltan

AP Photo/Ben Margot

Tommy Caldwell, left, and Kevin Jorgeson near the
summit of El Capitan Wednesday as seen from the
valley floor in Yosemite National Park, Calif.

smooth as a bedroom wall.

Both men needed to take
rest days to wait for their
skin to heal. They used
tape and even superglue to
help with the process. At
one point, Caldwell set an
alarm to wake him every
few hours to apply a spe-
cial lotion to his throbbing
hands.

They also took physical
punishment when their grip
would slip, pitching them
into long, swinging falls
that left them bouncing off
the rock face. The tumbles,
which they called “taking
a whipper,” ended in star-
tling jolts from their safety
ropes.

Caldwell and Jorgeson
had help from a team of
supporters who brought
food and supplies and shot
video of the adventure.

The 36-year-old Cald-
well and  30-year-old
Jorgeson ate canned peach-
es and occasionally sipped
whiskey. They watched
their urine evaporate into

thin, dry air and handed
toilet sacks, called “wag
bags,” to helpers who dis-
posed of them.

There are about 100
routes up the rock known
among climbers as “El
Cap,” and many have made
it to the top, the first in
1958. Even the Dawn Wall
had been scaled. Warren
Harding and Dean Cald-
well (no relation to Tom-
my) made it up in 1970,
using climbing ropes and
countless rivets over 27
days.

No one, however, had
ever made it to the 3,000-
foot summit in one contin-
uous free-climb — until
Nnow.

“He doesn’t understand
the magnitude of the ac-
complishment and the ex-
citement generated,” said
Mike Caldwell, Tommy’s
father, who along with an-
other 200 people gathered
at the meadow below broke
into cheer when the men
reached the top.
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