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OPINION

LETTERS POLICY
The East Oregonian welcomes original letters of 400 words or less on public 

issues and public policies for publication in the newspaper and on our website. 
The newspaper reserves the right to withhold letters that address concerns 
about individual services and products or letters that infringe on the rights of 
private citizens. Submitted letters must be signed by the author and include 
the city of residence and a daytime phone number. The phone number will not 
be published. Unsigned letters will not be published.  Send letters to Managing 
Editor Daniel Wattenburger, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801 or email 
editor@eastoregonian.com.

OUR VIEW

OTHER VIEWS

YOUR VIEWS
Disrespectful to replace Darby 
with Esther Motanic statue

In regard to the letter in the East 
Oregonian��,�¿QG�WKH�LGHD�WR�UHSODFH�WKH�VWDWXH�
of Stella Darby with the statue of Esther 
0RWDQLF�GLVUHVSHFWIXO��,Q�3HQGOHWRQ¶V�KLVWRU\�
WKLV�EORFN�ZDV�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�UHG�OLJKW�GLVWULFW��
IXOO�RI�EDUV�DQG�EURWKHOV�

,I�PRYHG��WKH�VWDWXH�RI�(VWKHU�0RWDQLF�
VKRXOG�EH�SODFHG�DW�%URZQ¿HOG�3DUN�
VXUURXQGHG�E\�WUHHV��ÀRZHUV�DQG�WKH�
ULYHUZDON�

Jerry Severe
Pendleton

Recipe for disaster: limiting 
motorized use on public land

$�UHFLSH�IRU�ORFNLQJ�XS�SX�EOLF�ODQGV�WR�
motorized use:

Ingredients: one regional forester, three 
IRUHVW�VXSHUYLVRUV��HQYLURQPHQWDO�JURXSV�DQG�
VWDWH�DJHQFLHV��2'):�SUHIHUUHG�

6HDVRQLQJV��ÀRXWLQJ�UXOHV�DQG�LJQRULQJ�WKH�
SXEOLF�

•Add in two others that will blend smoothly 
ZLWK�D�UHJLRQDO�IRUHVWHU�SLFNHG�ULSH�IURP�WKH�
YLQH�WR�IRUFH�PRWRUL]HG�XVH�UHVWULFWLRQV�RQ�WKH�
SXEOLF��%OHQG�LQ�D�\HDUO\�ERQXV�RI�VRPHZKHUH�
around $5,000 dollars a year to turn a deaf 

HDU�WR�ORFDO�UHVLGHQWV¶�FDOOV�IRU�NHHSLQJ�WKHLU�
PRXQWDLQV�RSHQ�

�,Q�D�VHSDUDWH�ERZO��FROOHFW�D�UDWLR�RI�
³LQWHUHVWHG�JURXSV´�RI���WR����DQWL�PRWRUL]HG�
XVH�WR�SUR�PRWRUL]HG�XVH��WR�FRYHU�WKH�
VXSHUYLVRUV�DQG�UHJLRQDO�IRUHVWHU�

�6SUHDG�WKH�³LQWHUHVW�JURXS´�WRSSLQJ�RYHU�
WKH�EOHQGHG�IRUHVW�VXSHUYLVRU�UHJLRQDO�IRUHVWHU�
PL[�DQG�FRYHU�KHDYLO\�DV�WR�GLVJXLVH�DQ\�VHQVH�
RI�SUHFRQFHLYHG�DJHQGD��

�$SSO\�D�JHQHURXV�VHDVRQLQJ�RI�ÀRXWLQJ�
UXOHV�RQ�KRZ�SXEOLF�HQJDJHPHQW�VKRXOG�
RFFXU��VPRWKHUHG�ZLWK�D�KHDY\�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�
LJQRULQJ�WKH�SXEOLF�RQ�WKHLU�FRQFHUQV�

�3ODFH�LQ�D�³FRQVHQVXV´�RYHQ�VHW�DW�³WLOO�KHOO�
IUHH]HV�RYHU´�DQG�ZDLW�WR�VHH�ZKHQ�WKH�IRUHVW�
VXSHUYLVRUV�DQG�UHJLRQDO�IRUHVWHUV�DFWXDOO\�DFW�
XSRQ�ORFDOV�FRQFHUQV�

0HDO�ZLOO�EH�GRQH�ZKHQ�WKH�VXSHUYLVRUV�
DQG�UHJLRQDO�IRUHVWHU�DUH�VRIW�WR�WKH�WRXFK��
SRNLQJ�ZLWK�DQ�HPDLO�RU�SKRQH�FDOO�WR�WHVW�
WHQGHUQHVV��DQG�DUH�UHDG\�DFW�XSRQ�ORFDO�
UHVLGHQWV¶�FRQFHUQV��

8QWLO�WKH\�UHDFK�WKDW�SRLQW�\RX�VKRXOG�SODFH�
WKH�PHDO�EDFN�LQWR�WKH�RYHQ�DQG�LQFUHDVH�WKH�
KHDW�WLOO�VXFK�WLPH�DV�WKH�IRUHVW�VXSHUYLVRUV�DQG�
UHJLRQDO�IRUHVWHU�DFW�DFFRUGLQJO\�RU�DUH�GRQH��
ZKLFKHYHU�FRPHV�¿UVW�

John D. George
Bates Ore.

)RU�\HDUV��DOEHLW�ZLWK�VRPH�
KHVLWDWLRQ�DW�WLPHV��WKH�8�6��$UP\�
ZDV�IDLUO\�FOHDU�WKDW�ZKHQ�WKH�
8PDWLOOD�&KHPLFDO�'HSRW�FORVHG��
WKH\�SODQQHG�WR�KDQG�WKH�SURSHUW\�
RYHU�WR�D�ORFDO�GHYHORSPHQW�JURXS��
That organization, the Columbia 
'HYHORSPHQW�$XWKRULW\��ZRXOG�
WKHQ�GLYY\�LW�XS�IRU�
SULYDWH�GHYHORSPHQW�

There were 
DOUHDG\�SODQV�LQ�WKH�
ZRUNV��,QIUDVWUXFWXUH�
XSJUDGHV�WR�KLJKZD\�
UDPSV�DQG�URDGV�
going through the 
SURSHUW\�ZDV�RQ�WKH�
ZD\��$QG�D�QXPEHU�
of businesses in 
different industries 
KDG�H[SUHVVHG�
LQWHUHVW�LQ�ORFDWLQJ�
and building on the 
SULPH�UHDO�HVWDWH�
6FUHHHHHHHHHFK�
That is the 

sound of the needle 
VFUDWFKLQJ�RYHU�D�
UHFRUG��WKH�PXVLF�
fading suddenly and the bright lights 
FRPLQJ�XS��(YHU\WKLQJ�KDV�FRPH�WR�
D�VWRS�
$�VXUSULVH�WR�WKH�ORFDO�

GHYHORSPHQW�DXWKRULW\��WKH�PXGGOHG�
YRLFH�IURP�WKH�3HQWDJRQ�QRZ�VWDWHV�
that they may want to hold on to 
WKH�SURSHUW\�DIWHU�DOO�DQG�GR�WKH�
MRE�RI�VHOOLQJ�LW�RII�WKHPVHOYHV��
6SRNHVPDQ�'DYH�)RVWHU�WROG�7KH�
$VVRFLDWHG�3UHVV�7KXUVGD\�WKDW�WKH�
$UP\�KDV�PDGH�QR�GHFLVLRQV�RQ�WKH�
³PRVW�DSSURSULDWH�ZD\�WR�FRQYH\�WKH�
SURSHUW\�´�
7KLV�WHQWDWLYH��LQGHFLVLYH�VWDQFH�

LV�D�VWHS�EDFNZDUG�DW�D�PRVW�
LQRSSRUWXQH�WLPH��:KHQ�EXVLQHVVHV�
DUH�FRQVLGHULQJ�ORQJ�WHUP��H[SHQVLYH�
FDSLWDO�RXWOD\V��WKH\�UHTXLUH�VWDELOLW\�
DQG�DQ�DEVHQFH�RI�XQNQRZQV��7KH\�
GRQ¶W�ZDQW�VXUSULVHV��QRU�WR�EH�
VDGGOHG�ZLWK�DQ\�DGGLWLRQDO�ULVN�WKDQ�
LV�DEVROXWHO\�QHFHVVDU\�

The neighbors in Hermiston, 

Umatilla and Morrow County were 
EXUGHQHG�ZLWK�WKDW�FKHPLFDO�GHSRW�
IRU�PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV�

It was also buoyed by it — the 
JRRG�SD\LQJ�MREV�LW�RIIHUHG�KHOSHG�
SXW�PXFK�RI�ZHVWHUQ�8PDWLOOD�
&RXQW\�RQ�WKH�PDS�
%XW�QRZ�WKDW�WKH�EXR\�KDV�EHHQ�

WDNHQ�DZD\��WKH�
burden should be 
WRR�
$QG�GRQ¶W�IRUJHW��

WD[SD\HUV�IRRWHG�
the bill from Day 1, 
IURP�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�WR�
FOHDQXS��,I�WKH�$UP\�
needs funding, it 
VKRXOG�FRPH�IURP�
&RQJUHVVLRQDOO\�
DSSURYHG�VRXUFHV��
QRW�ODQG�VDOH�

If the Umatilla 
&KHPLFDO�'HSRW�
is no longer a 
hazardous but 
QHFHVVDU\�FDFKH�
RI�FKHPLFDO�
ZHDSRQV�HPSOR\LQJ�
KXQGUHGV�RI�ZHOO�

SDLG�2UHJRQLDQV��WKHQ�ZH�WKLQN�
LW�VKRXOG�EH�D�SODFH�ZKHUH�WKH�
JUHDWHU�+HUPLVWRQ�DUHD�FDQ�GR�
what it has been doing well for 
GHFDGHV�QRZ��FUHDWLQJ�JRRG�MREV�
LQ�WKH�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ��DJULFXOWXUH�
DQG�WHFKQRORJ\�VHFWRUV��&UHDWLQJ�
WD[�GROODUV��&UHDWLQJ�DGGHG�YDOXH�
JRRGV�WKDW�IHHG�RXU�QDWLRQ��+HOSLQJ�
IDPLOLHV�LQ�UXUDO�2UHJRQ�ÀRXULVK�
:H�NQRZ�ZKDW�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�

JRYHUQPHQW�FDQ�EH�OLNH��DQG�ZH�
NQRZ�WKH�3HQWDJRQ�FDQ�EH�HYHQ�
PRUH�OXPEHULQJ�DQG�OHVV�WUDQVSDUHQW�
WKDQ�PRVW�IHGHUDO�DJHQFLHV�
%XW�ZH�FDQ¶W�KDYH�OXPEHULQJ�
,I�ZH¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�PDNH�WKDW�

SURSHUW\�D�SULYDWHO\�KHOG��MRE��DQG�
WD[�FUHDWLQJ�SLHFH�RI�ODQG�DJDLQ��
ZH�QHHG�DJLOLW\�DQG�ORFDO�GHFLVLRQ�
PDNLQJ�SRZHU��$W�WKH�YHU\�OHDVW��ZH�
QHHG�WR�NQRZ�QRZ�ZKDW�WKH�$UP\¶V�
GHFLVLRQ�LV��VR�ZH�FDQ�VWDUW�SODQQLQJ�
WKH�IXWXUH�

Army should give 
straight answer 

on future of depot The journalists at Charlie Hebdo 
DUH�QRZ�ULJKWO\�EHLQJ�FHOHEUDWHG�
as martyrs on behalf of freedom 

RI�H[SUHVVLRQ��EXW�OHW¶V�IDFH�LW��,I�WKH\�
KDG�WULHG�WR�SXEOLVK�WKHLU�VDWLULFDO�
QHZVSDSHU�RQ�DQ\�$PHULFDQ�XQLYHUVLW\�
FDPSXV�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�WZR�GHFDGHV�
LW�ZRXOGQ¶W�KDYH�ODVWHG����VHFRQGV��
6WXGHQW�DQG�IDFXOW\�JURXSV�ZRXOG�
KDYH�DFFXVHG�WKHP�RI�KDWH�VSHHFK��
7KH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�ZRXOG�KDYH�FXW�
¿QDQFLQJ�DQG�VKXW�WKHP�GRZQ�

3XEOLF�UHDFWLRQ�WR�WKH�DWWDFN�LQ�3DULV�
KDV�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�
ZKR�DUH�TXLFN�WR�OLRQL]H�WKRVH�ZKR�RIIHQG�WKH�
YLHZV�RI�,VODPLVW�WHUURULVWV�LQ�)UDQFH�EXW�ZKR�
are a lot less tolerant toward those who offend 
WKHLU�RZQ�YLHZV�DW�KRPH�

-XVW�ORRN�DW�DOO�WKH�SHRSOH�
ZKR�KDYH�RYHUUHDFWHG�WR�
FDPSXV�PLFUR�DJJUHVVLRQV��
The University of Illinois 
¿UHG�D�SURIHVVRU�ZKR�
WDXJKW�WKH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�
YLHZ�RQ�KRPRVH[XDOLW\��
The University of Kansas 
VXVSHQGHG�D�SURIHVVRU�
for writing a harsh tweet 
DJDLQVW�WKH�15$��9DQGHUELOW�
8QLYHUVLW\�GHUHFRJQL]HG�D�
&KULVWLDQ�JURXS�WKDW�LQVLVWHG�
WKDW�LW�EH�OHG�E\�&KULVWLDQV�

$PHULFDQV�PD\�ODXG�
Charlie Hebdo for being 
EUDYH�HQRXJK�WR�SXEOLVK�
FDUWRRQV�ULGLFXOLQJ�WKH�
3URSKHW�0XKDPPDG��EXW��LI�
Ayaan Hirsi Ali is invited to 
FDPSXV��WKHUH�DUH�RIWHQ�FDOOV�
WR�GHQ\�KHU�D�SRGLXP�

So this might be a 
WHDFKDEOH�PRPHQW��$V�
ZH�DUH�PRUWL¿HG�E\�WKH�
slaughter of those writers 
DQG�HGLWRUV�LQ�3DULV��LW¶V�D�
JRRG�WLPH�WR�FRPH�XS�ZLWK�
D�OHVV�K\SRFULWLFDO�DSSURDFK�
WR�RXU�RZQ�FRQWURYHUVLDO�
¿JXUHV��SURYRFDWHXUV�DQG�VDWLULVWV�

7KH�¿UVW�WKLQJ�WR�VD\��,�VXSSRVH��LV�WKDW�
ZKDWHYHU�\RX�PLJKW�KDYH�SXW�RQ�\RXU�
)DFHERRN�SDJH�\HVWHUGD\��LW�LV�LQDFFXUDWH�IRU�
PRVW�RI�XV�WR�FODLP��-H�6XLV�&KDUOLH�+HEGR��RU�
,�$P�&KDUOLH�+HEGR��0RVW�RI�XV�GRQ¶W�DFWXDOO\�
engage in the sort of deliberately offensive 
KXPRU�WKDW�QHZVSDSHU�VSHFLDOL]HV�LQ�

:H�PLJKW�KDYH�VWDUWHG�RXW�WKDW�ZD\��:KHQ�
\RX�DUH�����LW�VHHPV�GDULQJ�DQG�SURYRFDWLYH�
WR�³pSDWHU�OD�ERXUJHRLVLH�´�WR�VWLFN�D�¿QJHU�LQ�
WKH�H\H�RI�DXWKRULW\��WR�ULGLFXOH�RWKHU�SHRSOH¶V�
UHOLJLRXV�EHOLHIV�

%XW�DIWHU�D�ZKLOH�WKDW�VHHPV�SXHULOH��
0RVW�RI�XV�PRYH�WRZDUG�PRUH�FRPSOLFDWHG�
views of reality and more forgiving views 
RI�RWKHUV���5LGLFXOH�EHFRPHV�OHVV�IXQ�DV�
\RX�EHFRPH�PRUH�DZDUH�RI�\RXU�RZQ�
IUHTXHQW�ULGLFXORXVQHVV���0RVW�RI�XV�GR�WU\�
WR�VKRZ�D�PRGLFXP�RI�UHVSHFW�IRU�SHRSOH�RI�
GLIIHUHQW�FUHHGV�DQG�IDLWKV��:H�GR�WU\�WR�RSHQ�
FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ZLWK�OLVWHQLQJ�UDWKHU�WKDQ�LQVXOW�

<HW��DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��PRVW�RI�XV�NQRZ�
WKDW�SURYRFDWHXUV�DQG�RWKHU�RXWODQGLVK�
¿JXUHV�VHUYH�XVHIXO�SXEOLF�UROHV��6DWLULVWV�DQG�
ULGLFXOHUV�H[SRVH�RXU�ZHDNQHVV�DQG�YDQLW\�
ZKHQ�ZH�DUH�IHHOLQJ�SURXG��7KH\�SXQFWXUH�WKH�

VHOI�SXIIHU\�RI�WKH�VXFFHVVIXO��7KH\�
OHYHO�VRFLDO�LQHTXDOLW\�E\�EULQJLQJ�WKH�
PLJKW\�ORZ��:KHQ�WKH\�DUH�HIIHFWLYH�
WKH\�KHOS�XV�DGGUHVV�RXU�IRLEOHV�
FRPPXQDOO\��VLQFH�ODXJKWHU�LV�RQH�RI�
WKH�XOWLPDWH�ERQGLQJ�H[SHULHQFHV�

0RUHRYHU��SURYRFDWHXUV�DQG�
ULGLFXOHUV�H[SRVH�WKH�VWXSLGLW\�RI�WKH�
IXQGDPHQWDOLVWV��)XQGDPHQWDOLVWV�DUH�
SHRSOH�ZKR�WDNH�HYHU\WKLQJ�OLWHUDOO\��
7KH\�DUH�LQFDSDEOH�RI�PXOWLSOH�
YLHZSRLQWV��7KH\�DUH�LQFDSDEOH�RI�
seeing that while their religion may be 

ZRUWK\�RI�WKH�GHHSHVW�UHYHUHQFH��LW�LV�DOVR�WUXH�
WKDW�PRVW�UHOLJLRQV�DUH�NLQG�RI�ZHLUG��6DWLULVWV�
H[SRVH�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�LQFDSDEOH�RI�ODXJKLQJ�
DW�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�WHDFK�WKH�UHVW�RI�XV�WKDW�ZH�
SUREDEO\�VKRXOG�

,Q�VKRUW��LQ�WKLQNLQJ�
DERXW�SURYRFDWHXUV�DQG�
insulters, we want to 
maintain standards of 
FLYLOLW\�DQG�UHVSHFW�ZKLOH�
at the same time allowing 
URRP�IRU�WKRVH�FUHDWLYH�
DQG�FKDOOHQJLQJ�IRONV�ZKR�
are uninhibited by good 
PDQQHUV�DQG�WDVWH�

,I�\RX�WU\�WR�SXOO�RII�WKLV�
GHOLFDWH�EDODQFH�ZLWK�ODZ��
VSHHFK�FRGHV�DQG�EDQQHG�
VSHDNHUV��\RX¶OO�HQG�XS�
ZLWK�FUXGH�FHQVRUVKLS�DQG�D�
VWUDQJOHG�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��,W¶V�
almost always wrong to try 
WR�VXSSUHVV�VSHHFK��HUHFW�
VSHHFK�FRGHV�DQG�GLVLQYLWH�
VSHDNHUV�

)RUWXQDWHO\��VRFLDO�
manners are more malleable 
DQG�VXSSOH�WKDQ�ODZV�DQG�
FRGHV��0RVW�VRFLHWLHV�KDYH�
VXFFHVVIXOO\�PDLQWDLQHG�
VWDQGDUGV�RI�FLYLOLW\�DQG�
UHVSHFW�ZKLOH�NHHSLQJ�RSHQ�
avenues for those who are 
IXQQ\��XQFLYLO�DQG�RIIHQVLYH�

,Q�PRVW�VRFLHWLHV��
WKHUH¶V�WKH�DGXOWV¶�WDEOH�DQG�WKHUH¶V�WKH�NLGV¶�
WDEOH��7KH�SHRSOH�ZKR�UHDG�Le Monde or the 
HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RUJDQV�DUH�DW�WKH�DGXOWV¶�WDEOH��
7KH�MHVWHUV��WKH�KRO\�IRROV�DQG�SHRSOH�OLNH�$QQ�
&RXOWHU�DQG�%LOO�0DKHU�DUH�DW�WKH�NLGV¶�WDEOH��
7KH\¶UH�QRW�JUDQWHG�FRPSOHWH�UHVSHFWDELOLW\��
EXW�WKH\�DUH�KHDUG�EHFDXVH�LQ�WKHLU�XQJXLGHG�
PLVVLOH�PDQQHU��WKH\�VRPHWLPHV�VD\�QHFHVVDU\�
WKLQJV�WKDW�QR�RQH�HOVH�LV�VD\LQJ�

+HDOWK\�VRFLHWLHV��LQ�RWKHU�ZRUGV��GRQ¶W�
VXSSUHVV�VSHHFK��EXW�WKH\�GR�JUDQW�GLIIHUHQW�
VWDQGLQJ�WR�GLIIHUHQW�VRUWV�RI�SHRSOH��:LVH�
DQG�FRQVLGHUDWH�VFKRODUV�DUH�KHDUG�ZLWK�KLJK�
UHVSHFW��6DWLULVWV�DUH�KHDUG�ZLWK�EHPXVHG�
VHPLUHVSHFW��5DFLVWV�DQG�DQWL�6HPLWHV�DUH�
KHDUG�WKURXJK�D�¿OWHU�RI�RSSUREULXP�DQG�
GLVUHVSHFW��3HRSOH�ZKR�ZDQW�WR�EH�KHDUG�
attentively have to earn it through their 
FRQGXFW�

7KH�PDVVDFUH�DW�&KDUOLH�+HEGR�VKRXOG�
EH�DQ�RFFDVLRQ�WR�HQG�VSHHFK�FRGHV��$QG�LW�
should remind us to be legally tolerant toward 
RIIHQVLYH�YRLFHV��HYHQ�DV�ZH�DUH�VRFLDOO\�
GLVFULPLQDWLQJ�

Ŷ
David Brooks became a New York Times 

Op-Ed columnist in September 2003.  

%XW�DUH�ZH�UHDOO\"
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David 
Brooks
Comment

As we are 
mortified by 
the slaughter 

of those writers 
and editors in 

Paris, it’s a good 
time to come 
up with a less 
hypocritical 
approach 
to our own 

controversial 
figures, 

provocateurs 
and satirists.

Taxpayers 
footed the bill 
from Day 1. 
If the Army 

needs funding, 
it should 

come from 
Congressionally- 

approved 
sources, not 
land sale.

Be heard! 
Comment online at eastoregonian.com 

or our Facebook and Twitter sites 


