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A Canadian mining com-
pany has for now dropped 
its pursuit of an exploratory 
drilling project near Mount 
St. Helens, prompting en-
vironmental advocates to 
declare victory after a pro-
ORQJHG�OHJDO�¿�JKW�

Ascot Resources, along 
with the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice and the Bureau of Land 
Management, agreed late last 
month to voluntarily dismiss 
appeals aiming to keep the 
project alive. The action fol-
lowed an earlier court opin-
ion that sided with opponents 
of the drilling on many key 
arguments.

“We think this is it, and 
we consider it a win, after 
working on it for a decade,” 
said Matt Little, executive 
director of the Gifford Pin-
chot Task Force.

The decision likely won’t 
be the end of the controversy, 
however. BLM plans to work 
with Ascot to develop a re-
vised environmental assess-
ment this year and possibly 

issue new drilling permits, 
said agency spokesman Mi-
chael Campbell.

Ascot’s plan was the third 
time since 2004 that a com-
pany has attempted to drill or 
develop a mine in the area, 
according to the task force, 
a Vancouver-based advocacy 
group.

The most recent proposal 
was reviewed by the forest 
service and BLM, both of 
which approved it in 2012.

Ascot Resources had 
hoped to carry out explor-
atory drilling in the Gifford 
Pinchot National Forest, 
just north of the Mount St. 
Helens National Volcanic 
Monument boundary. The 
company planned to look for 
copper, silver, gold and other 
minerals by drilling 63 holes 
at 23 different sites north of 
the mountain.

The exploration never 
happened. After an unsuc-
cessful administrative ap-
peal, the Gifford Pinchot 
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aiming to block the drilling, 
citing environmental impacts 

and other concerns. That led 
to a July 2014 opinion from 
the U.S. District Court in Or-
HJRQ� ¿�QGLQJ� HDUOLHU� UHYLHZ�
and approval of the plan in-
adequate, and, ultimately, the 
decision by Ascot and others 
to drop it.

Opponents had argued 
that exploratory drilling 
FRXOG�FDXVH�VLJQL¿�FDQW�KDUP�
to a sensitive natural area, 
particularly wildlife and 
water in the Green River 
area. The land, where min-
ing claims go back decades, 
was purchased by the forest 
service in 1986 with funding 
from the federal Land and 
Water Conservation Fund, 
according to the task force. 
The court’s decision on the 
Ascot plan could impact 
other areas tied to the same 
program, said Roger Flynn, 
director and managing attor-
ney of the Western Mining 
Action Project.

“The district court’s rul-
LQJ� KDV� IDU�UHDFKLQJ� UDPL¿��
cations, as millions of acres 
of public lands across the 
country were purchased with 
LWCF monies,” Flynn said 
in a statement.

As it revisits the Ascot 

plan, BLM will work to en-
sure its environmental as-
sessment follows the Nation-
al Environmental Policy Act, 
Campbell said. The court 
ruled that the 2012 assess-
ment violated that law by not 
considering all alternatives, 
among other problems.

Despite the most recent 
setback, Ascot is still inter-
ested in pursuing exploratory 
drilling in the area, Campbell 
said, and BLM is still work-
ing on the issue.

“Time will tell whether or 
not the (review) pans out in a 
way that’s going to allow us 
to move forward,” he said.
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By NATHAN BRUTTELL
Corvallis Gazette-Times

CORVALLIS — It’s a cold and 
wet morning and Oregon State Uni-
versity student Alex Funk is hiking 
through the woods when he comes 
upon fellow student Molly Stiebber 
O\LQJ�RQ�WKH�PXGG\�IRUHVW�À�RRU�DI�
ter breaking her leg.

But before Funk can rush to 
her rescue, instructor Ty Atwater 
comes in.

“Let’s make her allergic to la-
tex,” Atwater says. Stiebber and 
Funk nod and Funk breaks out a 
tarp to cover his friend and protect 
them both from the rain while pro-
viding emergency care.

Other than being cold and wet, 
6WLHEEHU�LV�¿�QH��7KH�IRUHVW�À�RRU�LV�
a small patch of grass outside of 
the Dixon Recreation Center. And 
instead of an actual broken leg, 
Stiebber has special effects bruising 
makeup. Both Stiebber and Funk 
are students in OSU’s Wilderness 
First Responders course designed 
to train students on how to handle 
injuries in the wild. Stiebber’s “in-
MXU\´� LV� SDUW� RI� )XQN¶V� ¿�QDO� H[DP�
for the course.

“Everything that’s happening 
is meant to, as closely as possi-
ble, simulate a real world scenario 
for the students,” said Atwater, a 
climbing and wilderness skills co-
ordinator for the Adventure Leader-
ship Institute. “A lot of this is our 
effort to teach them that, unlike an 
urban environment where you ex-
pect emergency services to show up 
LQ�¿�YH�WR����PLQXWHV��ZH¶UH�LQ�D�ZLO�
derness environment which means 
we’re more than an hour from de-
¿�QLWLYH�FDUH�´

The student caregivers are 
tasked with assessing the student 
patients, providing them with emer-
gency care and preparing them to 
be transported by emergency re-
sponders. The students have less 
than one hour for the exam to simu-
late the idea that it will take at least 
one hour for emergency responders 
to arrive.

Having Stiebber be allergic to 
latex is not a curveball, but an ap-
plication of lessons learned through 
the 80-hour course.

“Typically, we focus on a muscu-
lar-skeletal injury of some sort,” At-
water said. “So think sprain, strain, 

dislocation or fracture. It’s not sim-
ple, but relatively straight-forward 
to care for. It’s not to throw some 
curveball at them at the last minute; 
it’s to help them apply what they’ve 

learned to effectively manage treat-
ment of their patients.”
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exam on Dec. 20 was nature’s cur-
veball. And rather than adding extra 

stress or pressure, the students said 
they were happy to have the rain as 
it made the exam more realistic.

“It adds another challenge to it. 
It really makes you think about ev-

ery move you make,” Funk said.
“It rains here all the time. It’s

kind of a pain to have another thing
to deal with but it helps you focus
because it feels real,” Stiebber said.
“We’ve been working it up the en-
tire week. And we learned each lit-
tle piece gradually.

“And then it all comes together
in this. You don’t know what you’re
JRLQJ� WR� ¿�QG� DQG� \RX� KDYH� WR� JR�
through each piece to try and get it
done.”

While the course is offered
through OSU and the Adventure
Leadership Institute, the course
does not count for college credit.
But more than 100 students take
part in the course each year, Atwa-
ter said.

“We get a lot of graduate stu-
dents who spend a lot of time out-
doors and a lot of students who 
spend time outdoors recreational-
ly,” Atwater said, noting that six
students took part in the Dec. 20
exam but the class more commonly
has closer to 60 students per ses-
sion.

Both Stiebber and Funk joined
the course because they spend a lot
of time outdoors.

“I’m a big outdoorsman. I love
going rock climbing and different
things outside,” Funk said. “I’m not
a particular lover of the rain. But I
think this was a lot of fun and could 
come in handy someday.”

Oregon State students learn wilderness rescue
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Oregon State student Alex Funk, right, examines fellow student 
Molly Stiebber. Stiebber was acting out the part of a hiker who 
had broken their leg while climbing Marys Peak while Funk exam-
ined her under a tarp during a rain storm. 
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In this photo taken Dec. 20, Oregon State student Ty Atwater, right, puts makeup on Molly Steibber’s 
leg to simulate a bruise from a broken leg for the fi nal exam in the wilderness fi rst responders class 
at Oregon State University in Corvallis. The students took turns role-playing as a hiker with an injury 
while the other student examines them and treats their injury. 
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Oregon State student Ben Church, left, examines fellow student 
Teddy White as part of their wilderness fi rst responders class fi -
nal exam. Church was checking White’s heart rate and respiration 
while White was pretending to have broken his arm.

SKI REPORT
Spout Springs
Tollgate, Ore.
RESORT CLOSED
Anthony Lakes
North Powder, Ore.
Base depth: 49” 
New snow: none
Conditions: Clear, calm. Packed, groomed runs.
Bluewood
Dayton, Wash.
Base depth: 26”
New snow: none
Conditions: Hard pack, groomed snow.
Ferguson Ridge
Joseph, Ore.
Base depth: unknown
Conditions: early season
Mt. Hood Meadows 
Government Camp, Ore.
Base depth: 34”
New snow: none
Conditions: early season conditions, frozen granuals, 
unmarked obstacles.
Timberline
Timberline Lodge, Ore.
Base depth: 44”
New snow: none
Conditions: Warm. Groomed runs. Early season 
conditions exist throughout ski area.

Mount St. Helens-area drilling plan dropped

Submitted photo

Tom Baumgartner of Boardman poses with a California Bighorn ram he took in 
November 2014.

Want to show off your trophy photo? Email Outside editor Tim Trainor at ttrainor@
eastoregonian.com and we could make room for it next week’s edition.

“We consider 
it a win, after 
working on it 

for a decade.”
— Matt Little

Gifford Pinchot Task Force, 
on a Canadian mining 

company’s decision to drop 
an exploratory drilling 

project near volcano

TROPHY CASE

Proposal near volcano spurred lawsuit

 Eastern 
 Oregon  Forum

 Tuesday, January 13 th , 2014 at 7:00 p.m.
 BMCC, Rm St-200, 2411 NW Carden Ave., Pendleton

 For more information please call Karen at 541-966-3177. Need not be member to attend.

 Bridget Farley
 “Russia - Deconstructing a 

 Dictator: Who is Vladimir Putin 
 and What Does He Want?”

 Name   Phone # 
 Address   City 
 E-mail address 
 Please include a season fee of $20 per individual member.
 Please make checks payable to BMCC.
 $6.00 at the door, students free
 Lecture reminders will be sent via E-mail, as will weather cancellation notices, if necessary . Thank you for mailing your membership forms to:

 InterMountain ESD (IMESD) 2001 SW Nye Ave. Pendleton, OR • Attn: Karen Parker

 Please detach and send with payment


