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SECURITY: Key cards will be
used to enter building next year
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Peterson said the three
gates — one in front of the
auditorium and two at east
entrances near the student
parking lot — will be un-
obtrusive and aesthetically
pleasing.

The gates will open be-
fore the school day starts and
close after the first bell rings.
Students that come after the
gates close will be directed
toward the main entrance.

The new security mea-
sures represent a major
change for the high school
faculty and students, many
of whom would use one
of the school’s 50 external
doors to enter the facility.

“For some reason, peo-
ple thought, “Well, maybe
you can go through the back

door,”” Peterson said. ‘“Not
anymore.”
The school’s external

doors will be programmed to
lock from the outside, allow-
ing people to get out without
allowing anyone in.

All of the doors’ activities
will be tracked by a comput-
er at the front office, which
can remotely lock and un-
lock the doors and gates.

Depending on the situa-
tion, Peterson said the elec-
tronic system could remotely

bolt all entrances in case of a
lockdown or unlock all doors
and gates during an evacua-
tion.

The introduction of a card
key system over the summer
will add another piece of
technology.

Only faculty and staff
will have access to the cards,
which will be able to open
gates and doors at the high
school.

Peterson said a front of-
fice monitor will have the
authority to allow or disal-
low card use, although he
expects teachers and staff to
have nearly continuous ac-
cess.

He wanted to reassure
parents and students that the
high school would remain
an “open campus,” despite
some of the new security
measures.

Peterson said the gates
near the student parking lot
would reopen during lunch
for students with off-cam-
pus lunch privileges, with a
staff member monitoring the
comings and goings.

The superintendent com-
pared the upgrades to the se-
curity technology used at St.
Anthony Hospital — without
being overly restrictive, all
visitors to the hospital were
directed toward the front en-

CLOSET: Pilot
project begins in
Umatilla County
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that was similar to Clearview’s
program. He mentioned the
legislation to Sen. Bill Hansell,
R-Athena, who had stopped by
the Clearview office one day to
chat. Hansell, unfamiliar with
the legislation at the time, im-
mediately pulled out his cell-
phone and called Keny-Guyer
to tell her about Umbarger’s
loan closet.

“Darrin was already doing
it,” Hansell said. “He had the
experience. He had the knowl-
edge base.”

Keny-Guyer invited Um-
barger to Salem to testify at a
hearing. Later, during the cer-
emonial signing of the Dura-
ble Medical Equipment Bill,
Umbarger was invited to park
his iBot wheelchair at the gov-
ernor’s right shoulder.

The pilot project, which will
expand to five Portland- and
Salem-area counties during the
yearlong test period, is finally
coming to life in a Umatilla
County warehouse. Starting
in May, Matthew MacPher-
son systematically organized,
cleaned and inspected every
piece of equipment inside the
2,500-square-foot  building.
MacPherson, an independent
assistive technology profes-
sional from Portland, is an ex-
pert on recommending and
adapting durable medical
equipment to fit individuals
with disabilities.

Next week, he will put
the warehouse’s contents on
a website where physicians
and physical therapists can
order equipment for their pa-
tients.

Inside the warehouse
are power scooters, manual
wheelchairs, medical beds
and even a 48-speed hand
cycle. There are powerlifts
for vans and low-tech crutch-
es and canes. In one area,
spare parts are at the ready.
In another, a pressure wash-
ing station will soon emerge.
MacPherson knows which
items have bad welds, dead
batteries or stressed frames.
He knows how much it will
cost to fix each item.

“The potential
program is very

of the
large,”

MacPherson said. “Being
that the equipment is used,
costs are drastically re-
duced.”

Power wheelchairs can
cost $10,000 new. A used
chair, repaired and certified,
could cost $4,000. That’s
$6,000 of your money, Dar-
rin said.

“Who pays for the
chairs?” he said. “The tax-
payers.”

For now the Oregon

Health Authority project only
serves a small slice of the Or-
egon Health Plan client pop-
ulation — those considered
“open card” patients.

Darrin and Carol say
eventually the project will
also serve the remaining
OHP patients. When other
counties get rolling, Carol
said, equipment will flow be-
tween them, just like books
being traded in interlibrary
loan.

The Umbargers’ son, Jer-
emy Umbarger, will serve
as the team’s certified tech-
nician, repairing damaged
wheelchairs and other equip-
ment.

Because the pilot project
will serve only a small group
of OHP clients for now,
Clearview will continue to
operate the original free loan
closet, too.

As the pilot project cranks
up, the Umbargers know
they will need a larger sup-
ply of gently used medical
equipment. They hope to set
up drop-off spots in towns
around the county for week-
ly pickup and are looking for
site suggestions.

“People have a lot of stuff
in closets and garages,” Car-
ol said. “Instead of taking it
to the dump, bring it to us.”

Darrin is jazzed that the
state decided to look to the
east side of the state for this
project.

“Everything usually hap-
pens on the I-5 corridor,”
Darrin said. “It’s really neat
they wanted to start this pilot
in Umatilla County and see it
grow from here.”

BRIEFLY

Police investigate
reported shooting

Pendleton police and
county deputies responded to
a reported vehicle shooting
Friday near the Eastern
Oregon Regional Airport,
but Umatilla County Sheriff
Terry Rowan said detectives
are not sure that’s what
actually happened.

According to the police
scanner, at about 5 p.m. a
woman said the window
of her Honda Civic was
shot at by masked men in a

white car on or near Stage
Gulch Road. Police treated
the incident as a “serious
emergency call,” according
to Rowan, who dispatched
officers to search for the car.
The woman was not injured,
but a window in her vehicle
was broken out.

Rowan, whose agency is
heading up the investigation,
said reports on the scanner
were “nothing close” to what
actually happened and said
he would have more details
Saturday after detectives
have done their work.

trance.

While the Pendleton
School District tries to set a
secure perimeter around the
high school’s campus, irony
knows no bounds.

At a Pendleton Progress
Board meeting Thursday,
three young people a lit-
tle after midnight Tuesday
“shimmied” up to the roof,
broke into the boiler room
and worked hard to enter the
third floor of the school.

They also set off motion
alarms, and police were on
the scene in mere moments,
he said.

Officers arrested Corrina
S. Fairely, 21, of Hermiston,
and Ryker A. Pelles, 18, of
Pendleton, for second-degree
trespass, a misdemeanor.

Police also arrested a
17-year-old male for the
same charge.

Peterson said it seemed
like the trio was not there
to wreak havoc, but only
wanted to see of they could
break into the school. But
the antics exposed a vulner-
able spot, he said, which the
school will correct.

Contact Antonio Sierra
at  asierra@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-0836. In-
formation from reporter Phil
Wright was used in this story.

FREEZE: Rehabilitating trees
1s more costly than replanting
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Now, about 130 acres of
trees — those less than two
years old — have been up-
rooted as growers assess the
damage to their orchards.
Many older trees were not as
affected by the freeze, Kai-
ser said, but the full extent
of damage won’t be known
until later in the spring.

There is a program in
the 2014 Farm Bill, known
as the Tree Assistance Pro-
gram, or TAP, that can help
cover growers if they lost
more than 15 percent of
trees in a stand. Darcy Sex-
son, Umatilla County exec-
utive director of the Farm
Service Agency, said pro-
ducers have the option to
rehabilitate or replant trees
based on the extent of the
damage.

Rehabilitating trees is
more costly than planting
new ones, Sexson said, but
new trees won’t start pro-
ducing fruit for another three
to four years, which sets the
grower back on profit.

“That’s the hard thing
about tree losses,” she said.
“That’s why TAP comes in
and pays for those damages.

One producer has been
approved so far for TAP
benefits from last fall’s
freeze, Sexson said. Others

will continue to wait un-
til they know the extent of
damage in their orchards.

Growers could start re-
planting trees by spring,
Kaiser said, if replacements
are available from commer-
cial nurseries.

“Hopefully, the nurser-
ies will have some leftover
stock they can supply the
growers,” he said.

Milton-Freewater wasn’t
the only fruit-growing re-
gion hit hard by freezing
temperatures. The Mid-Co-
lumbia’s pear and cherry
crop also sustained damage,
according to Lynn Long
with the OSU Extension Of-
fice in Wasco County.

“I think we can say there
is going to be some re-
planting of fairly young or-
chards,” Long said. “We’re
just trying to figure out the
extent of the damage, and
what it will mean to the in-
dustry.”

Statewide, cherries were
worth $91.2 million in
2013; pears were worth $83
million, and apples $49.8
million.

Across the state line in
Washington, Kaiser said

fruit growers weren’t as
harmed by brutal cold. Con-
sumers can still expect to
find their favorite fruit on
supermarket shelves, though

“Hopefully the
nurseries will
have some
leftover stock
they can
supply the
rowers.”

— Darcy Sexson,
Umatilla County Farm
Services Agency

not as much at local fruit
stands or farmers markets.

Ron Edwards, of Ed-
wards Farm north of Mil-
ton-Freewater, said his cher-
ry crop looks all but wiped
out. As for the other trees
in his small orchard, it will
depend if they had gone dor-
mant before the bitter cold
set in.

“The main thing I’'m con-
cerned about is if the trees
are OK. Because then you
have a chance going into
next year,” Edwards said.
“If you lose your tree, and
you have to replant, that’s a
big loss to the grower.”

Contact George Plaven
at 541-564-4547.
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