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By KATHY ANEY
East Oregonian

When Darrin Umbarger started 
his medical equipment loan closet 
¿�YH�\HDUV�DJR��KH�KDG�QR�LGHD�KLV�
PRGHO� ZRXOG� RQH� GD\� H[SDQG� WR�
help the entire state of Oregon.
8PEDUJHU� RQO\� NQHZ�ZKDW� LW¶V�

OLNH� WR� GHSHQG� RQ�PHGLFDO� HTXLS�
PHQW� WKDW� LV� RIWHQ� H[SHQVLYH� DQG�
time-consuming to obtain. At age 
23, he was diagnosed with multiple 
VFOHURVLV��$V�KLV�EDE\�VRQ�OHDUQHG�
WR�ZDON��'DUUHQ¶V�RZQ�EDODQFH�EH�

FDPH� SUHFDULRXV�� (YHQWXDOO\�� KH�
needed a wheelchair.

Umbarger and his wife, Car-
ol, started a free medical equip-
ment loan closet as part of their 
QRQ�SUR¿�W� &OHDUYLHZ� 0HGLDWLRQ�
DQG� 'LVDELOLW\� 5HVRXUFH� &HQWHU��
'RQDWHG� ZKHHOFKDLUV�� ZDONHUV��
shower chairs and other durable 
PHGLFDO� HTXLSPHQW� ¿�OOHG� D� WLQ\�
shed. The equipment, which had 
HPHUJHG� IURP� SHRSOH¶V� JDUDJHV��
basements and attics, was cleaned 
DQG�UHSDLUHG�DQG�PDGH�DYDLODEOH�WR�
DQ\RQH�ZKR�QHHGHG�LW�

Now the little loan closet is be-
ing supersized into a pilot project 
that will test the model as a state-
ZLGH�FRVW�FXWWLQJ�VWUDWHJ\�
³:H¶UH� JRLQJ� WR� VDYH� WKH� WD[�

SD\HUV�ORWV�DQG�ORWV�RI�PRQH\�´�VDLG�
Umbarger, 49.

/DVW� \HDU�� DIWHU� WKH� 8PDWLOOD�

&RXQW\� FORVHW� KDG� EHHQ� XS� DQG�
running for a while, Umbarger 
FDXJKW�ZLQG�RI�D�ELOO�LQWURGXFHG�E\�
5HS��$OLVVD� .HQ\�*X\HU�� '�3RUW�
ODQG��WR�VHW�XS�DQ�H[FKDQJH�V\VWHP�
of refurbished medical equipment 

/LWWOH�FORVHW�À�XQJ�RSHQ
Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Matthew MacPherson, an independent assistive technology professional from Portland, takes a donated wheelchair off a 
shelf while cleaning and doing inventory Thursday in Pendleton.

MILTON-FREEWATER

By GEORGE PLAVEN
East Oregonian

)UXLW�RUFKDUGV�DUHQ¶W�H[SHFWHG�WR�EORVVRP
IRU�DQRWKHU�VHYHUDO�PRQWKV��EXW�VRPH�JURZHUV
QHDU�0LOWRQ�)UHHZDWHU� KDYH� DOUHDG\� VWDUWHG�
SXOOLQJ�WUHHV�NLOOHG�E\�ODVW�IDOO¶V�VXGGHQ�DQG�
VHYHUH�FROG�VQDS�

Temperatures dipped from 60 degrees to
DV�ORZ�DV���GHJUHHV�LQ�D�PDWWHU�RI�GD\V�GXULQJ
WKH� PLG�1RYHPEHU� IUHH]H�� NLOOLQJ� D� ODUJH�
QXPEHU� RI� \RXQJ� WUHHV� DQG� GDPDJLQJ� IUXLW�
EXGV�EHIRUH�WKH\�FRXOG�EHFRPH�DFFOLPDWHG�WR
the conditions.

&OLYH�.DLVHU��H[WHQVLRQ�KRUWLFXOWXULVW�ZLWK
2UHJRQ�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��VDLG�KH�GRHVQ¶W�H[�
SHFW�PXFK�RI�D�FURS�RII�WKH�DUHD¶V�VWRQH�IUXLWV
in 2015 — including cherries, plums and
SHDFKHV��7KH�DSSOH�KDUYHVW�VKRXOG�DOVR�VHH�D
UHGXFHG�\LHOG�

³,�ZRXOG�WHVWLI\�WKLV�LV�D�GLVDVWHU�DFURVV�WKH
UHJLRQ�´� .DLVHU� VDLG�� ³$� ORW� RI� �SURGXFHUV��
KDYH�SXOOHG�RXW�RUFKDUGV�´

A similar freeze was last reported in 2011,
when temperatures plummeted to minus 12
and minus 15 degrees. At the time, Umatilla
&RXQW\�FRPPLVVLRQHUV�DVNHG�WKH�JRYHUQRU�WR
GHFODUH�D�VWDWH�RI�HPHUJHQF\�

0LOWRQ�)UHHZDWHU¶V� IUXLW� LQGXVWU\� JHQHU�
DWHV� DERXW� ����PLOOLRQ� SHU� \HDU�� DQG� LV� WKH�
leading producer of apples in Oregon, Kaiser
VDLG��7KHUH�DUH�URXJKO\����FRPPHUFLDO�JURZ�
HUV�DQG�������DFUHV�RI�WUHHV�DFURVV�WKH�YDOOH\�

Fast freeze 
brings 
orchards to
WKHLU�NQHHV�

3HRSOH�GRQDWH�ZKHHOFKDLUV��ZDONHUV�
WKH\�¿�QG�LQ�JDUDJHV�DQG�DWWLFV

Pendleton medical equipment program earns statewide interest

“We’re going to save 
the taxpayers lots and 
lots of money.”
— Darrin Umbarger, 
Medical equipment loan closet

By PHIL WRIGHT
East Oregonian

Justin Bedard cried and begged a judge
)ULGD\�PRUQLQJ�LQ�3HQGOHWRQ�QRW�WR�VHQG�KLP
WR�SULVRQ�IRU�WKH�UDSH�DQG�VH[XDO�H[SORLWDWLRQ
RI�D����\HDU�ROG�JLUO��%XW�&LUFXLW�&RXUW�-XGJH
Chris Brauer of the 6th Ju-
GLFLDO�'LVWULFW�VWXFN�WR�WKH�
sentencing deal Bedard 
made a deal with prose-
cutors. 

Brauer sentenced Be-
dard, 35, and his co-de-
IHQGDQW�/RUL�:LFNHUW������
ERWK�RI�3LORW�5RFN��WR�VL[�
\HDUV�� WKUHH�PRQWKV� HDFK�
for their 2012 crimes 
against the girl. The pair 
were accomplices of John 
:HVOH\�0DOFRP������ZKR�
&LUFXLW� &RXUW� -XGJH� (YD�
Temple of Hermiston 
VHQWHQFHG�ODVW�ZHHN�WR����
\HDUV�DIWHU�KH�DGPLWWHG�WR�
UHSHDWHGO\� XVLQJ� WKH� JLUO�
LQ� WKH� PDNLQJ� RI� FKLOG�
SRUQRJUDSK\�

%HGDUG� LQ� 1RYHPEHU�
����� SOHDGHG� JXLOW\� WR� VHFRQG�GHJUHH� UDSH�

Bedard, Wickert 
sentenced for 
child sex crimes

Bedard

Wickert

First test as three caught 
EUHDNLQJ�LQWR�KLJK�VFKRRO

By ANTONIO SIERRA
East Oregonian

:KLOH�FUHZV�FRQWLQXH�WR�ZRUN�RQ�VHFX�
ULW\�XSJUDGHV�DW�3HQGOHWRQ�+LJK�6FKRRO��
6XSHULQWHQGHQW� -RQ� 3HWHUVRQ� PDLQWDLQV�
the new additions will not transform the 
institute into an institution. 

(PSOR\HHV� IURP� .LUE\� 1DJHOKRXW�
&RQVWUXFWLRQ�&R��DUH��ZRUNLQJ�RQ�VHYHU�
DO�PHWDO�JDWHV�DQG�D�FKDLQ�OLQN�IHQFH�WKDW�
VSDQ�WKH�KLJK�VFKRRO¶V�FDPSXV��$IWHU�VWX�
GHQWV�OHDYH�IRU�WKH�VXPPHU��DQ�HOHFWURQ�
LF�NH\�FDUG�V\VWHP�DQG�VHFXULW\�FDPHUDV�
also will be installed. 

PHS security system to go electronic

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Students leave the Pendleton High School campus af-
ter class let out Thursday. The Pendleton School District 
plans to install security gates at critical access points of 
the school. 

PENDLETON

AP Photo by BFMTV

In this image taken from a video provided by PFMTV, 
police offi cers storm a kosher grocery to end a hostage 
situation in Paris on Friday. 

By LORI HINNANT 
and ELAINE GANLEY

Associated Press

3$5,6� ²� :LWK� H[SOR�
VLRQV� DQG� JXQ¿�UH�� VHFXULW\�
IRUFHV� )ULGD\� HQGHG� WKUHH�
GD\V� RI� WHUURU� DURXQG� 3DULV��
NLOOLQJ� WKH� WZR� DO�4DLGD�

OLQNHG� EURWKHUV� ZKR� VWDJHG�
a murderous rampage at a 
satirical newspaper and an 
accomplice who seized hos-
WDJHV�DW�D�NRVKHU�VXSHUPDUNHW�
WR�WU\�WR�KHOS�WKH�EURWKHUV�HV�
cape.

7KH� ZRUVW� WHUURULVW� YL�
olence France has seen in 

GHFDGHV� NLOOHG� DW� OHDVW� ���
people, including the three 
gunmen. A fourth suspect — 
the common law wife of the 
PDUNHW� DWWDFNHU�²�ZDV� VWLOO�
DW� ODUJH� DQG� EHOLHYHG� WR� EH�
armed.

$O�4DLGD¶V� EUDQFK� LQ�<H�
men said it directed the at-

WDFN� DJDLQVW� WKH� SXEOLFDWLRQ�
&KDUOLH�+HEGR�WR�DYHQJH�WKH�
KRQRU� RI� WKH� 3URSKHW� 0X�
hammad, a frequent target of 
WKH�ZHHNO\¶V�VDWLUH�

The brothers were not 
XQNQRZQ�WR�DXWKRULWLHV��2QH�
had a terrorism-related con-
YLFWLRQ� IRU� WLHV� WR�D�QHWZRUN�
VHQGLQJ� ¿�JKWHUV� WR� EDWWOH�

More terror in Paris
'HDWK�WROO�DW����DV�VXVSHFWV��KRVWDJHV�DUH�NLOOHG
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See SECURITY/12A
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