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even then, he said, the short-
staffed agency would not be 
able to enforce the rules.

“So it will fall on local 
law enforcement,” he said.

He anticipated the law 
will result in more people 
driving while high, just as 
it has in Washington state. 
Roberts said according to the 
Washington State Toxicol-
ogy Laboratory, 1,000 driv-
ers in 2012 tested positive 
for tetrahydrocannabinol, 
or THC, the stuff in pot that 
makes you high. Then during 
WKH�¿UVW�VL[�PRQWKV�RI�������
after the state’s legalization 
went into effect, 745 drivers 
tested positive. And more 
than half of those tested, he 
said, exceeded the state’s le-
gal limit of 5 nanograms of 
THC per milliliter of blood. 

Oregon already has a 
problem of people driving 
while high, he said. Data 
from the Oregon State Po-
lice Crime Laboratory from 
January 2012 to November 
����� LQGLFDWHV� WKDW� RXW� RI�
4,645 toxicology reports, 
marijuana, either alone or in 
combination with another 
VXEVWDQFH�� ZDV� LQ� ������ RI�
the samples, the most of any 
drug detected. And data from 
6HSWHPEHU� ����� WKURXJK�
September 2014 indicates 
THC was in 51 percent of all 
cases analyzed. 

And he said the tax reve-

nue and fees a state can make 
from legal selling of pot will 
not be enough to offset the 
police, emergency and social 
costs of the drug. 

Roberts also discussed the 
shortcomings of marijuana 
dispensaries and the state’s 
medical marijuana program. 
In short, he said, regulations 
are too loose for getting a 
medical marijuana card and 
the state lacks the ability to 
ensure the dispensaries are 
operating legally.

Pendleton City Manager 
Robb Corbett said he trusts 
the police chief on what 
could be coming down the 
pike, and given the vote in 
the county the community 
should be able to ban pot in 
Pendleton. Measure 91 al-
lows cities and counties to 
opt out of the law if just 10 
percent of registered voters 
petition to put it to voters in 
a general election. Corbett 
said he heard some groups 
in Pendleton are considering 
that move.

Pendleton Mayor Phillip 
Houk said he has no doubt 
that pot leads to plenty of 
societal ills and he does not 
want pot shops in the city. 
Progress board chairwoman 
Susan McHenry urged fel-
low members to help spread 
the notion of a petition.

———
Contact Phil Wright at 
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would come out later with 
the president’s budget.

The White House did say 
that if all states participated, 
that nine million students 
FRXOG� EHQH¿W� ²� VDYLQJ� RQ�
DYHUDJH��������LQ�WXLWLRQ�SHU�
year for a full-time student. 
That means the program 
could cost in the billions of 
dollars. In a Republican-led 
Congress, the proposal like-
ly faces a tough legislative 
¿JKW�WR�EH�SDVVHG�

“With no details or in-
formation on the cost, this 
seems more like a talking 
point than a plan,” said Cory 
Fritz, press secretary for 
House Speaker John Boeh-
ner, R-Ohio.

Under the proposal, par-
ticipating students would be 
expected to maintain a mod-
est grade point average and 
participating schools would 
have to meet certain aca-
demic requirements. States 
would opt in to the program 
and put up a fraction of the 
funding.

“Put simply, what I’d like 
WR� GR� LV� WR� VHH� WKH�¿UVW� WZR�
years of community college 
free for everybody who is 
willing to work for it,” the 
president said.

David Baime, vice pres-
ident for government rela-
tions at the American As-
sociation of Community 
Colleges, called the plan an 
“extraordinary” investment. 
He said the essence of the 

proposal is to reduce the cost 
of attending community col-
lege and “that is a concept 
that we heartily endorse.”

Last year, Tennessee Gov. 
Bill Haslam signed into law 
a scholarship program us-
ing lottery funding that pro-
vides free community and 
technical college tuition for 
two years to the state’s high 
school graduates.

The scholarship program 
faced opposition in Tennes-
see from some of the state’s 
private colleges and legis-
lators concerned that the 
program could potentially 
divert students and scholar-
ship dollars from four-year 
schools. Haslam has said 
the program will increase 
the pool of students going to 
college.

The White House said its 
proposal was inspired by the 
Tennessee plan and another 
similar program in Chicago.

———
)ROORZ�.LPEHUO\�+HÀLQJ�

on Twitter: http://twitter.
com/
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N.C., said a deal on immi-
gration is unlikely and that 
it will be a big issue in 2016. 

“We need to get some-
thing, but it’s critical it’s 
workable and sustainable. 
7KLV�LVVXH�LV�VR�GLI¿FXOW�WKDW�
we only see action every 
generation or so. It’s critical 
we get it right,” Wicker said. 

“If we get it wrong it 
could hasten the decline of 
labor intensive agriculture 
and production of fresh fruits 
and vegetables in the U.S.,” 
he said.

North Carolina leads the 
nation in usage of H-2A 
visa foreign guestworkers at 
14,500 and has been steadily 
increasing for labor intensive 
tobacco, fruits and vegeta-
bles.

Whether or not illegals 
come forth to sign up for 
temporary legal status grant-
ed by an executive action that 
could be rescinded by the 
next president, depends on 

what happens in the next few 
months in Washington, D.C., 
Wicker said.

“If there’s a lot of neg-
ativity the numbers will be 
smaller,” he said.

Obama’s program, an-
nounced Nov. 20, defers 
deportation of illegals who 
have been in the U.S. more 
WKDQ�¿YH�\HDUV��KDYH�FKLOGUHQ�
who are legal residents, pass 
a criminal background check 
and are willing to pay taxes. 
It does not grant citizenship.

Fazio said it grants Social 
Security cards, unemploy-
ment eligibility and three-
year work authorization. 

“I think people will sign 
up for it. I would if I were un-
documented,” he said.

Some people may be 

afraid to sign up but Con-
gress has never rescinded an 
immigration order of such 
magnitude, Cunha said.

Stone said he doesn’t 
know if people will come for-
ward or not but that he thinks 
people want to do things the 
right way, get authorization 
and pay taxes.

Obama’s order is suppose 
to be implemented within 
���� GD\V� RI� LWV� DQQRXQFH-
ment which is May 15, Fazio 
said. Cunha, who has advised 
Obama on immigration is-
sues, said the program could 
be operational before the end 
of March.

Cunha and Wicker fear 
the executive order will ac-
celerate migration of workers 
away from agriculture to less 

strenuous and more certain
work in other sectors.

But Fazio and Stone said
that trend is already strong
and they don’t see the order
boosting it much. 

Fazio said the Obama ad-
ministration has made things
worse by making it harder to 
do things legally and encour-
aging illegal immigration.

“The biggest problem we
have in ag is we don’t have
a long enough season. Only 
¿YH� JRRG� PRQWKV� �LQ� WUHH�
fruit and certain crops),”
Fazio said. 

When people could go
back and forth from Mexico
it worked because they could 
live there for less when they
weren’t working here, he
said. Now they have to stay
and they need work year-
round, he said. 

Landscape nurseries, dair-
ies and, to a lesser degree,
tree fruit growers who need
year-round workers end up
paying more to keep them,
Stone said.

IMMIGRATION: Program could be operational before the end of March
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don’t have a long enough season. Only five 
good months (in tree fruit and certain crops).” 

— Dan Fazio, director of the  
Washington Farm Labor Association

“With no details 
or information 

on the cost, this 
seems more like a 
talking point than 

a plan.” 
— Cory Fritz, press sec-
retary for House Speaker 

John Boehner, R-Ohio.

 ATHLETE

 Junior guard Jansen Edmiston shattered 
 the Hermiston school-record for three 
 point makes in the Bulldogs 85-56 victory 
 over Kennewick (WA) on Saturday. 
 Edmiston nailed 10 of 14 attempts from 
 behind the arc to finish with 34 points. 
 The Bulldogs also set a school best mark 
 as a team, making 17 three point shots. 

 OF   THE   WEEK

 JANSEN  EDMISTON Junior - Hermiston Girl’s Basketball

 P ROUDLY  S PONSORED   B Y :
 • General Orthopedics • Sports Medicine 

 • Arthroscopy• Foot & Ankle 
 • Hand Surgery • Joint Replacement 

 • Workman’s Comp Injuries

 Advanced Orthopedic Advanced Orthopedic
 620 NW 11th St., Ste. 201, Hermiston

 www.hermistonortho.com
 541-289-7075

 & Sports Medicine Institute

Get up to $200 back when you activate any new iPhone and iPad on a Shared 
Connect Plan. All on a network with national coverage where you need it most.

Bundle up this holiday 
season with a new 
iPhone and iPad.

Things we want you to know: New Retail Installment Contracts and Shared Connect Plan required. Credit approval required. Regulatory Cost Recovery Fee applies (currently $1.82/line/month); this is not a tax or 
gvmt. required charge. Add. fees, taxes and terms apply and vary by svc. and eqmt. Offers valid in-store at participating locations only, may be fulfilled through direct fulfillment and cannot be combined. See store or 
uscellular.com for details. $200 Offer Comes As: (1) $100 Prepaid Card: Valid with purchase of iPhone 6, 5s or 5c and any iPad model. Requires account to add two new lines of service on the same day to the same 
account. Both iPhone and iPad require Retail Installment Contracts and Shared Connect Plan. Card is in the form of a U.S. Cellular MasterCard® Debit Card issued by MetaBank® pursuant to a license from MasterCard 
International Inc. Cardholders are subject to terms and conditions of the card as set forth by the issuing bank. Card does not have cash access and can be used at any merchants that accept MasterCard debit cards. 
Card valid through expiration date shown on front of card. Allow 10–12 weeks for processing. One $100 debit card per account. (2) $100 U.S. Cellular® Prepaid Card: Issued by MetaBank, Member FDIC; additional 
offers are not sponsored or endorsed by MetaBank. Valid only for purchases at U.S. Cellular stores and uscellular.com. New line activation is required. One per account. Enrollment in Device Protection+ required in all 
markets except North Carolina. The monthly charge for Device Protection+ is $8.99 for Smartphones. A deductible per approved claim applies. You may cancel Device Protection+ anytime. Federal Warranty Service 
Corporation is the Provider of the Device Protection+ ESC benefits, except in CA and OK. Retail Installment Contracts: Retail Installment Contract and monthly payments according to the Payment Schedule in the 
Contract required. If you are in default or terminate your Contract, we may require you to immediately pay the entire unpaid Amount Financed as well as our collection costs, attorneys’ fees and court costs related to 
enforcing your obligations under the Contract. Kansas Customers: In areas in which U.S. Cellular receives support from the Federal Universal Service Fund, all reasonable requests for service must be met. Unresolved 
questions concerning services availability can be directed to the Kansas Corporation Commission Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection at 1-800-662-0027. Limited-time offer. Trademarks and trade names 
are the property of their respective owners. Additional terms apply. See store or uscellular.com for details. ©2014 U.S. Cellular


