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Dear Abby: I never thought I would 
be a cat-hater. My 70-year-old parents 
are very active, but ever since they 
brought home two cats, they are no 
longer willing to travel out of town. 
That means they are now missing many 
family events — Thanksgiving, grad-
uations, funerals, etc. Christmas and 
Easter are spared because we all travel 
to see them on those occasions.

I am becoming resentful that their 
cats are more important to them than 
spending time with their siblings, chil-
dren or grandchildren. And, NO — they will 
not put them in a cat hotel or have someone 
come into their home to watch them. Sugges-
tions? — Resentful In Santa Barbara, Calif.

Dear Resentful: The problem with resent-
ment is that it can fester to the point that it 
destroys relationships. Has it occurred to you 
that there may be other reasons your parents 
no longer want to make these trips? The stress 
and expense, for instance? Or concern about 
spending a lot of time driving on freeways? It’s 
also possible that two family visits a year are 
all they can handle. 

One way to lessen your frustration would be 
to resolve to accept your parents just the way 
they are — and also accept that it’s unlikely 
they are going to change.

Dear Abby: I recently got into an argument 
with my mom regarding her speakerphone. 
I’ve also argued with other family members 
and friends over this. I believe it is rude to not 
let someone know that they are on speaker-
phone, particularly when others are present.

I feel it violates trust and the sense of intima-
cy that comes with speaking to the person you 
LQWHQGHG�WR�FDOO�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH��0RP�VD\V�LW�

depends on the topic and that a “Heads
up! You’re on speakerphone” isn’t nec-
essary. Who’s right? — Speechless In 
The West

Dear Speechless: You are. When
someone makes a phone call, the caller
usually expects that the conversation
will be private. However, since you
now know your mother doesn’t agree,
HLWKHU�VWRS�FRQ¿GLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW�\RX�
wouldn’t reveal in a roomful of rel-
atives, or ask at the beginning of the
conversation whether the speaker is on

so you’ll be forewarned.
Dear Abby: I’m 67 and I like sex. My wife

doesn’t. She has no drive. It may be health-re-
lated, maybe due to meds. She has no time;
she’s a workaholic. 

I met a widow who is very tempting. She
suggested a “no strings” hookup. I’m starting 
to think it’s not adultery if my wife is sexless.
Your thoughts, Abby? — Pennsylvania Se-
nior

Dear Senior: I’m glad you asked. Take a
pass on the widow’s generous offer. Her “no
strings” hookup sounds like a snare that could 
hang you if the Mrs. gets wind of it. 

Your wife’s lack of sex drive may be due to
any of the things you mentioned. It could also
be that your technique needs improving. Ask
her if that might be the problem. If it is, a sex 
WKHUDSLVW�FRXOG�KHOS�\RX�¿[�WKDW�LQ�D�MLII\��$QG
it would be cheaper in the long run than what
you’re contemplating.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van Buren, 
also known as Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Home is where their cats are 
for parents refusing to travel

100 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian

Jan. 3-4, 1915
Wearing mourning about one optic and 

bearing the imprint of a sharp heel on his nose, 
Martin Anderson, local saloonman, appeared 
at police headquarters Saturday to swear out 
a warrant against one May Miller for assault 
and battery. The woman was arrested but when 
she told her story to the court this morning, 
Judge Fitz Gerald suspended sentence upon 
her. According to her story, she has been keep-
ing house for Anderson in his rooms back of 
his saloon and on Friday night was sitting in 
there talking with another man when Anderson 
walked in and reviled her. Her retort, she said, 
was to throw a shoe at him. Anderson in court 
did not deny the story.

50 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian

Jan. 3-4, 1965
City police are investigating an aggravat-

ed case of vandalism at the Hawthorne Court 
School which occurred Friday night, but was 
not discovered until 1:30 Saturday afternoon 
when Tom Higley, teacher, went to the build-
ing to feed a turtle. Half a dozen rooms in the 
high school portion of the school, where spe-
cial education classes are conducted, were liter-

ally devastated by destruction both Supt. Ellis
Neal and Walter Fallen, supervisor of buildings 
and grounds, termed the worst they ever had 
seen. Damage included slashed furniture, type-
writers and other equipment doused in print-
ers ink and hammered, phonograph records 
hurled across rooms so powerfully as to em-
bed in walls, cupboards and supplies smashed 
and strewn about the rooms, etc. School men 
estimated more than one person was involved,
that it took considerable time to accomplish so
much destruction, and whoever was responsi-
ble was quite powerful.

25 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian

Jan. 3-4, 1990
With the crash of a champagne bottle, the

¿UVW� ORDG� RI� 3RUWODQG� JDUEDJH� ZDV� GHSRVLWHG�
LQ�WKH�2UHJRQ�:DVWH�6\VWHPV�ODQG¿OO�QHDU�$U-
lington Tuesday. About 75 people watched the
VSHFWDFOH�DV�WKH�¿UVW�WUXFN�ZDV�OLIWHG�WRZDUG�WKH�
blue sky and emptied on the clay soil covering
WKH� ODQG¿OO�ÀRRU�VKRUWO\�DIWHU� OXQFK��7KH�JDU-
bage that tumbled out was the culmination of
nearly three years of planning and construc-
tion, beginning in February of 1987. Metro,
3RUWODQG¶V� UHJLRQDO� VROLG�ZDVWH�DXWKRULW\��ZLOO�
VHQG����SHUFHQW�RI�LWV�ODQG¿OO�ZDVWH�WR�WKH�IDFLO-
ity for the next 20 years.

Today is the third day of 
2015. There are 362 days left 
in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Jan. 3, 1961�� 3UHVL-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower 
announced that the United 
States had terminated diplo-
matic relations with Cuba, 
after the Havana government 
said it was limiting the num-
ber of U.S. Embassy and 
Consulate personnel allowed 
in the country.

On this date:
In 1521, Martin Luther 

was excommunicated from 
the Roman Catholic Church 
E\�3RSH�/HR�;�

In 1777, Gen. George 
Washington’s army routed 
the British in the Battle of 
3ULQFHWRQ��1HZ�-HUVH\�

In 1870, groundbreaking 
took place for the Brooklyn 
Bridge.

In 1911�� WKH� ¿UVW� SRVWDO�
savings banks were opened 
E\�WKH�8�6��3RVW�2I¿FH���7KH�
banks were abolished in 
1966.)

In 1938, the March of 
'LPHV� FDPSDLJQ� WR� ¿JKW�
polio was established by 
3UHVLGHQW�)UDQNOLQ�'��5RRV-
evelt, who himself had been 
DIÀLFWHG� ZLWK� WKH� FULSSOLQJ�
disease.

In 1949, in a pair of 
rulings, the U.S. Supreme 
Court said that states had the 
right to ban closed shops.

In 1959, Alaska became 
WKH� ��WK� VWDWH� DV� 3UHVLGHQW�
Dwight D. Eisenhower 
signed a proclamation.

In 1967, Jack Ruby, the
man who shot and killed ac-
cused presidential assassin
Lee Harvey Oswald, died in
a Dallas hospital.

In 1975, the original ver-
sion of the TV game show
“Jeopardy!,” hosted by Art
Fleming, ended its nearly
11-year run on NBC.

In 2000, the last new dai-
O\�³3HDQXWV´�VWULS�E\�&KDUOHV
Schulz ran in 2,600 newspa-
pers.

Today’s Birthdays: Re-
cord producer Sir George 
Martin is 89. Actor Robert 
Loggia is 85. Actor Dabney
Coleman is 83. Journalist-au-
thor Betty Rollin is 79. Hock-
ey Hall-of-Famer Bobby
Hull is 76. Singer-songwrit-
HU�SURGXFHU�9DQ�'\NH�3DUNV�
is 72. Musician Stephen
Stills is 70. Rock musician
-RKQ� 3DXO� -RQHV� �/HG� =HS-
pelin) is 69. Actress Victoria
3ULQFLSDO� LV� ����$FWRU�GLUHF-
tor Mel Gibson is 59. Ac-
tress Shannon Sturges is 47. 
Jazz musician James Carter
is 46. Contemporary Chris-
tian singer Nichole Norde-
man is 43. Musician Thomas
%DQJDOWHU��'DIW�3XQN��LV�����
Actor Jason Marsden is 40. 
Actress Danica McKellar is 
40. Actor Nicholas Gonza-
lez is 39. Singer Kimberley 
/RFNH� �³$PHULFDQ� ,GRO´��
is 37. NFL quarterback Eli 
Manning is 34. Actress Ni-
FROH� %HKDULH� �79�� ³6OHHS\�
Hollow” Film: “42”) is 30.
3RS� PXVLFLDQ� 0DUN� 3RQWL-
XV��)RVWHU�WKH�3HRSOH��LV�����
Rhythm-and-blues singer
/OR\G� LV� ���� 3RS�URFN� PX-
VLFLDQ�1DVK�2YHUVWUHHW� �+RW�
Chelle Rae) is 29. Actor Alex
D. Linz is 26.

Thought for Today:
“The difference between
perseverance and obstina-
cy is that one comes from
a strong will, and the other
from a strong won’t.” —
Henry Ward Beecher, Ameri-
can clergyman (1813-1887).
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