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Year’s night,” Mills said. 
“But this morning it was 
time for him to come.”

Zackariah did snag the 
WLWOH� RI� ¿UVW� EDE\� RI� �����
for Good Shepherd Medical 
Center in Hermiston, how-
HYHU��DQG�JRW�D�KHIW\�EDJ�IXOO�
RI�EDE\�JHDU� WR� VKRZ�IRU� LW��
He was sleeping on Friday 
morning as a photographer 
snapped photos, his moth-
er rested and her mother 
kept watch over her newest 
grandson.   

=DFNDULDK� LV� 0LOOV¶� ¿UVW�
EDE\�� EXW� VKH� VDLG� VKH� DO-
ready has two dressers full 
RI� FORWKHV� IRU� KLV� ¿UVW� VL[�
months, courtesy of friends 

and family who showered 
her with their sons’ old cloth-
ing.

Mills said she knew ahead 
of time that she was sup-
SRVHG�WR�EH�KDYLQJ�D�ER\��EXW�
still wasn’t a hundred percent 
sure given her family’s histo-
ry of misleading ultrasounds.

“My sister was supposed 
WR�EH� D�ER\�DQG�P\�EURWKHU�
ZDV� VXSSRVHG� WR� EH� D� JLUO�´�
she said.

Mills said she isn’t too 
QHUYRXV� DERXW� EHLQJ� D� QHZ�
PRP� JLYHQ� DOO� KHU� H[SHUL-
ence helping out with her 
nine nieces and nephews.

———
Contact Jade McDowell 

at jmcdowell@eastorego-
nian.com or 541-564-4536.
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Staff photo by Jade McDowell

Zackariah Trevor Matthias Mills, the first baby born 
in Hermiston and the second baby born in Umatilla 
County for 2015, sleeps through a photo shoot just 
hours after being born.                              

Michael said the tech-
nology allows students to 
do research for reports and 
incorporate photos and vid-
HRV� LQWR� WKHLU� ¿QDO� SURGXFW��
They can interact online with 
professors teaching college 
classes. They can run simu-
lations — say “your teacher 
DVNV� \RX� WR� ¿QG� RXW� ZKDW�
GLPHQVLRQV� D� VXEPDULQH�
would need to have in order 
to survive at a certain depth. 
$Q�DSSOLFDWLRQ�OHWV�\RX�EXLOG�
��'�REMHFWV�DQG�UXQ� WHVWV� WR�
see how they would do in 
deep water pressure.”

Sure, you could use a 
GHVNWRS� FRPSXWHU�� EXW� JHW-
ting a slot in the computer 
ODE�ZDV�RIWHQ�D�FKDOOHQJH�

He decided to do some-
WKLQJ� DERXW� WKLV� HGXFDWLRQDO�
pothole. Though he was still 
a freshman, he devised a 
SODQ�IRU�D�VHQLRU�SURMHFW�WKDW�
involved writing grants for 
enough iPads for everyone 
LQ�KLV�JUDGH��%XW�¿UVW��KH�KDG�
to convince the adults.

:KHQ�0LFKDHO� GHVFULEHG�
KLV�SURMHFW�WR�(QJOLVK�WHDFK-
HU� (OL]DEHWK� 0F,QW\UH�� LW�
ZDVQ¶W�D�GLI¿FXOW�VHOO�

³:H¶G� EHHQ� ZDQWLQJ� WR�
get more technology into the 
high school,” she said. “He 
was really compelled to do 
something.”

³6KH� RIIHUHG� WR� EH� P\�
mentor,” Shafer said. “From 
then on, we worked together 
to get the iPads.”

The second hurdle was 
convincing Principal Rollie 
Marshall, who initially hes-
LWDWHG� DERXW� WKH� QRWLRQ� RI�
a student tackling a senior 
SURMHFW� DV� D� IUHVKPDQ�� EXW�
eventually gave Shafer the 
nod as long as he researched 
ERWK� L3DGV� DQG� &KURPH-
ERRNV� DQG� SUHVHQWHG� KLV�
¿QGLQJV�WR�WKH�VWDII��

³,� UHVHDUFKHG� WKH� SURV�
DQG� FRQV�´� 6KDIHU� VDLG�� ³,�
ORRNHG� DW� VWXGLHV� GRQH� E\�
researchers who had imple-
mented small test groups in 
VFKRROV�� ,W� ZDV� FOHDU� WR� PH�
that the iPad was superior to 
&KURPHERRN�´

1H[W�� KH� SUHVHQWHG� KLV�
¿QGLQJV� WR� WKH� WHDFKHUV� LQ�
two separate sessions. He 
came armed with a Power-
Point presentation and two 
JXHVW� H[SHUWV��:HVWRQ�0LG-
dle School teachers Ann 
Vescio and Gail Turner, 
whose students use iPads in 
the classroom. Weston-McE-
wen science and math teach-
HU� %RE� )DLUFKLOG� ZDV� LP-
pressed. 

“He called us into the 
FRPSXWHU� ODE�´� )DLUFKLOG�
said. “The presentation was 
very well done. He had as 
much poise as some of our 
seniors.”

Afterward, the staff de-
EDWHG� DPRQJ� WKHPVHOYHV�
DERXW� WKH� WZR� SODWIRUPV��

When it came to a vote, they 
supported the iPad.

1H[W�� 6KDIHU� UHVHDUFKHG�
how to write grants, select-
ed two — Wildhorse Foun-
dation and AWERE (Ath-
ena-Weston Education and 
Resource Enhancement) — 
and spent a couple of months 
working on applications. 

³,W� ZDV� VWUHQXRXV�´� 6KD-
IHU�VDLG��³,¶G�QHYHU�GRQH�DQ\-
thing similar to grant writ-
LQJ�� 0UV�� 0F,QW\UH� HGLWHG�
HDFK�GUDIW�� ,¶G�UHYLVH��6KH¶G�
HGLW��,¶G�UHYLVH�´

“He did the heavy lift-
LQJ�´�0F,QW\UH�VDLG�

Finally, he sent them off. 
/DVW� )HEUXDU\�� KH� OHDUQHG�
he’d gotten the $24,726 
AWERE grant and, in April, 
the news that Wildhorse had 
awarded $9,000 — enough 
for 100 iPads and two dock-
ing stations.

“We were ecstatic,” Sha-

IHU�VDLG��³,W�ZDV�D�KDSS\�PR-
ment.”

The funding would pro-
vide iPads for Shafer’s class 
— he’s now a sophomore 
— and the freshman class, 
WRR��$V�IDU�DV�WKH�MXQLRUV�DQG�
seniors go, Shafer hopes the 
VFKRRO� ZLOO� ¿QG� D� ZD\� WR�
help them.

The rollout this fall was 
slow. First students only had 
classroom access to the iP-
DGV��/DWHU��LW�ZDV�EXPSHG�WR�
24/7 use and they could take 
them home. The students 
signed contracts recognizing 
WKH�WDEOHWV�DV�VFKRRO�SURSHU-
ty, to care for them, not to 
F\EHUEXOO\� DQG� WR� DYRLG� LQ-
DSSURSULDWH�ZHEVLWHV��

“We had full sit-downs 
with the kids and their par-
HQWV�´� 0F,QW\UH� VDLG�� ³7KLV�
is a $550 piece of equip-
ment.”

,Q�KHU�FODVVHV��0F,QW\UH¶V�
students will use the iPads to 
make documentary videos.

As for Shafer, the sopho-
PRUH�KDV�ELJ�SODQV��+H�ZLOO�
graduate from high school 
with an online Associate of 
Arts college degree through 
the Eastern Promise pro-
gram. And then...

³,�ZDQW�WR�JR�LQWR�SROLWLFV�
DQG� JHW� D� MXULV� GRFWRUDWH� LQ�
law,” Shafer said, pausing. 
“At Harvard.”

———

Contact Kathy Aney at 
kaney@eastoregonian.com 
or call 541-966-0810.

TECH: Received enough money for 100 iPads and two docking stations
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Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Students can take the iPads home and use them for school work.

PHQWV� DQG� SUHSDUH� D� ¿QDO�
environmental document 
E\�HDUO\�������,I�WKH�SRZHU�
FRPSDQ\� EHJLQV� FRQVWUXF-
tion in 2018, it could com-
SOHWH�WKH�SURMHFW�E\������

Stephanie McCurdy, a 
communications specialist 
ZLWK� ,GDKR� 3RZHU� &RPSD-
ny, said the utility is simul-
taneously going through a 
process with the Oregon 
Department of Energy to 
JDLQ� DSSURYDO� IRU� WKH� SURM-
HFW��7KH�SXEOLF�ZLOO�KDYH�DQ�
opportunity to comment in 
Oregon’s process once the 
utility has completed its ap-
plication.

J.R. Cook, director of a 
group called the Northeast 
Oregon Water Association 
that represents water users 
in the area, said the route 
LQLWLDOO\� SURSRVHG� E\� ,GD-
ho Power Company would 
not have much of an impact 
on irrigated agriculture in 
the area. But an alternative 
URXWH� SURSRVHG� E\� IHGHUDO�
agencies in the draft envi-
ronmental document would 
FXW� WKURXJK� YDOXDEOH� DJUL-
cultural land. 

³,W¶V� LUUHSODFHDEOH�´�
Cook said of irrigated farm-
ODQG�WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�DIIHFWHG��

“We’ve stressed the fact
you can relocate a line, and 
you can route around this 
ground.”

,W� FRXOG� EH� GLI¿FXOW� IRU�
farmers to convince federal
agencies that the transmis-
sion line should follow a 
GLIIHUHQW� URXWH�� EHFDXVH� WKH�
transmission line cannot
interfere with activities at
WKH� QHDUE\�1DYDO�:HDSRQV�
Systems Training Facility
Boardman. However, Cook 
VDLG� KH� EHOLHYHV� LW� LV� VWLOO�
SRVVLEOH� WR� GHVLJQ� D� EHWWHU�
option. 

7KH�SXEOLF�FDQ�FRPPHQW
on the draft environmental
document until March 19,
2015.

POWER: 3XEOLF�FDQ�
comment until March 19
Continued from 1A

If you go
Boardman to Heming-

way transmission 
line open houses

When: Jan. 5, 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m.

Where: Port of 
Morrow Riverfront 
Center, 2 Marine 
Drive, Boardman

When: Jan. 6, 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m.

Where: Convention 
Center, 1601 West-
gate, Pendleton

SULVRQ� IRU� WKH�PDMRU� FULPHV��
and an additional 10 years 
for the remaining counts. 
Malcom must also pay $800 
LQ�WRWDO�¿QHV�DQG�UHJLVWHU�DV�D�
VH[XDO� RIIHQGHU� XSRQ� KLV� UH-

lease.
Neither the victim nor her 

family were present in the 
courtroom, though Bunney 
VDLG�WKH\�DUH�VDWLV¿HG�ZLWK�WKH�
sentence. Malcom, who has 
UHPDLQHG� LQ� WKH� FRXQW\� MDLO�
for more than two years, ap-

peared with his attorney via 
video conference and apolo-
gized for his actions.

Two co-defendants in the 
case, Justin Bedard, 35, and 
Lori Wickert, 33, have also 
pleaded guilty to charges and 
ZLOO�EH�VHQWHQFHG�)ULGD\��-DQ��

9 in Pendleton. Bedard ad-
mitted to rape and using the 
child for porn, while Wick-
ert admitted to two counts of 
VH[XDO�DEXVH�

———
Contact George Plaven at 

gplaven@eastoregonian.com 

MALCOM: Co-defendants sentenced Friday
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BABY: =DFNDULDK�LV�¿UVW�EDE\�RI������IRU�*RRG�6KHSKHUG�0HGLFDO�&HQWHU

“We had full 
sit-downs with 

the kids and their 
parents. This is 

a $550 piece of 
equipment.”

— Elizabeth McIntyre,
English teacher

SUBMIT 
COMMUNITY NEWS
Submit information to:  
community@eastorego-
nian.com or drop off to 
the attention of Tammy 
Malgesini at 333 E. Main 
St., Hermiston or Renee 
Struthers at 211 S.E. 
Byers Ave., Pendleton. Call 
541-564-4539 or 541-966-
0818 with questions.
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