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Ruth Randolph drew toward hy the
card which weuld mean her freedom
or imprisonment. She turned the card,
It was the Queea of Hearts. Murdick
had won—is Jast card, a king liad
beaten the girl’s draw.

In the street in front of the bank, &
hand of cowpunchers observed a horsc-

sman all in white approaching at a
furious gait, As he drew up to them,
e leaped from his saddle and asked,
“Where is young Stantoni”

“He went into the bank about a hali
m hour ago,” one of them volunteered.

“Where's Miss Randolph:"

“l gucss she's at the hotel,” a cow=
suncher answered,

The White Rider entered the bank
n search of Stanton, He was aston-
sed to find the room empty. Then,
ram ene of the vaults, he thought he
weard a sound, as though some one
ad thrown a heavy abject at the door,
‘ushing to the entrance to the vault,
e started working on the combina-
lon. Finally he was rewarded-for his
fforts and the door swung open, Phil,

‘at of breath and exhausted, was ly-
‘g on the floor. The White Rider
gged him out and started to revive
m, )

“Where is Ruth?” were the first
ards the young man oitered, ~
"l believe she is at the hotel” an-
rered the mystevious horseman, *You
. better ride over there at once, as

. ﬁve many things to do.”

g il' thanked his rescuer and imme-
intely set out fgr the hotel. Arriving
tere, he learned that the girl had

J rone, He was puzzled for a moment,
ind then figuring that she had praob-

ibly returned to the ranch house, he

started in that direction,
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In the parlor 'of the ranch house,
Loomis, Julia and Sheldon were in

| OFFICE CAT

deep consultation. They awere inter-
rupted by the appearance of Henley,
who brought with him the amulet, sav-
mil" that he had, taken it from Ruth.
Julia and Loomis were delighted. 1
“With the Wampum Belt sife in the
bank vault,” smiled Loomis, “and this
[amulct in*our possession, we ouly have
1o seek Stone Ear to learn the secret
I JI;hci qudgll'l E'cul::[."k £
\s he fAnished speaking, Stanton cn-
| trad.  “Where's Ruth?" he asked,
{ “She is on her way to the Golden
| Canyon,” answered the quick-witted
i Loomis, “She left this amulet with us
us a token for you to follow her"
[ }::?kumm exhibited the symbol of Lame
‘ That was enough for Phil. Falling
nto the clever plot of Loomis' to get
| im out of, the way, he ran to his

y
|
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cool apswer, "an ciomy to the Hiue
Hawks.”

_Ruth, in a flare of anger, demapded
his release at once? g

“I eounsel Princess White Eagle ta
be calm,” smiled Gray Woll. "bh!“nu
Iotufcr wears the Sacred Wampum.

“But you cannot reiuse to take me
before the prisoner,” the girl replied.
Gray \Wolf, sceing no danger in the
action, consented, und Ruth, followed
by Gray Wolf aad Sheldon, started
toward the dupgeon. J

I’hil was overjoyed to see his sweet-
heart again and to know that no harm
had come to her, Their embrace was
interrupted by Sheldon, who sdid:

“1f you decide to give the Golden
Paol to the Blue Hawks, Phil will o
free, Otherwise he will remain here
forever,” .

Ruth turned on the speaker blmnﬁ
with anger. " will eall the tribes an
tell them of this: shameful plot!” she
exclaimed.

Gray Wolf  Immediately saw the
danger of the girl's threat, He made a
sign to his Blue Hawks, and Ruth was
sc::}{d. " ted b

“As you are no longer protected by
the Sacred Wampum," Gray Wali
sneered, “you will remain here mlml
you change yopr mind." !

Ruth started to struggle, but a sign
from Phil told her to submit. In an-
ather moment, she was thrust insid )
the dunxeon with her lover, As tl
Indians turned to leave, Phil drew the
Sacred Wamppm from his pockét and
handed it to the surprised girl.

“Waitl" she shouted, “I have the
Wampum.  Open these doors.  Mr,
Stanton will remain here but I com-
mand you to seée that no harm comes
to him"

The astonished rediking hastened ‘to
obey her commands. Gray Woll, whor
had heard her words, hurried ahead. to
tell Loomis of what had transpired.
The threat that Ruth would disclose
their plot to the tribes caused them
all to fear for their safety. But Henley
‘had a plan which he disclosed to them,

As Ruth entered the assembly hall,
Henley erouched back of the door and
sprang for her. Picking her up bodily,
he started with her to the opposite
door when ~he stumbled gver somies
thing. The struggling girl took ade
vantage of her captor's confusion, and
breaking away from him she ran
through  another pus:‘gewady with
Henley close after her. Ahead of Her,
Ruth saw a ladder and climbed up-
ward. Coming to a sort of p;r:peﬁ
she looked down, Henley was sul
pursuing. Then the girl started ans
other ladder., When she reached tlie
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