
Page Two East Oregonian Round-TT- p Souvenir Edition Pendleton, Oregon, Friday, September 23, 1921 LET 'EE EUCS
m-J-- R L.1U

THRILLING STORY OF ADVENTUROUS EXPEH B MEN WHO BLAZED WAY FOR "SOUTH ROAD" INTO OREGON COUNTRY, TOLD BY MEIER OF THAT HISTORIC PARTY

Immigrants of 1843 After Losing Sons in Whirling Waters at Celilo Determined to Find a Safer Route for Subsequent Immigrant Trains; the New Route They Proposed Was Through an "Unexplored Region, .

side of the rldRe where the er, wo ohsorved the ureatedt caution.
Culling stukesj from 4 he limbs, ot no.Denby's Private "Navy" were more open; and wound Its way

to the top of the mountain. ' It then
bore south alonj a narrow backbone
of the mountain, the dense thicketsll"Hf

old oak that stood In tho open ground,
we picketed dur horsoa with , double
stukcj as firmly as possible.' The
horacs were picketed in ths'forrrt of
a hollow square, outside of whlolf wa
took up our positions, knowing that
in case of an attack there would be a

and the rocks on either aldo affording
xplcndid opportunities for ambush, A
short time before this, a purty com

From 1),,. osteon Historical Qua- -- Parker nd my son Ellsha, then 12
1''rl' jears old, after drifting through

After Hie lnpw of thlrty-on- o years whirlpools among cragged rocks for
te t)ire bus been no history of this ' n'ore t'ina a mile, rescued themselx'es

j.lt-,.(- i before the. ,,,,. ' tfhtnK hold of law rock a fow
' foci above water at the head of Rockl. ). I propose t Klv .laitt Mat- - , lsllini,, A ,h0 ,mu ot tn6 dlwster

rui-i- of farts fmm ly.tcs taken at the was utterly impossible to render them
timo nttd from memory giving mo-- ,. my assistance for it was only with
itv that r4 to ihf enterprise. Our I the greatest skill that we succeeded in
irtiiiilurutinn of IMS. hemp; Hie largest saving the women and children from
tbut had over crosMcd the plajis, our sharing the Mine fat. It was a
progress was necessarily lmv, having painful sn( beyond description. We
to hunt out passes for our wagons dove not go to their assistance with-ov- er

river, oroclis, deep gullies, dip- - j out exposing tho occupants of the
glng dow n the banks where nothing ' other boats to certain dcsrructlon.

ing: from California had been attauked
on this summit rldtte by tho Indians' s
and ono of them had been severely
wounded. Sevoral ot the horses hud
nlao been shot with arrows. Along
this trail we picked up a number of

chance of losing our horses and that
that would be a complete defeat. Wo
kept vigilant guard during. tb'o night,
and tho next morning could see tho '

Indiana occupying the same position
as ut dark. After an early breakfast
wo began to malto preparations for
moving forward. There had beon a
heavy dew and fearing tho effects of
the dampness, upon our flre-urn-

which wero muiutlo-loader- s, of course,
and Nome ot thorn with flint-look- s, we

t

broken and slmtterod arrows. We
could see that a large party of In-

dians had passed over the trail travel-
ing southward only a few days before.
At dark we reached a small opening
on a little stream at the foot ot the
mountain on tho south, and encamped

'

for the night. '

1lng our way through the dense forests for life in. the surging waters. The
inform we could reach the valley of whole scene "was witnessed by General
the. ColnnihVi, and then it appeared as Fremont and his company of explor-thoiiE- h

our greatest troubles had be-'e- rs who were camped immediately
(un; for hero we had to encounter j opposite, and were powerless to ren- - f ree) them off and reloaded. In mov

der us any assistance. The bodies of On the morning of the 26th wo di-

vided our forces, part going back to
explore tho canyon, while the remain-
der stayed to guard the camp and

laiurncts and falls of the Colnnihia
Mid the broad and lefty Cascades with
their heavy forests.

At Fort Walla Walla, on the banks,
of the Columbia river, with our teams

the drowned were never recovered,
though we offered a reward to the In-

dians who searched tho river for
months. We reached the Cascades
w ithout any other incidents worth

horses. The exploring party went' Secretary of the Navy Denby can't get nwav from naval matters even on his vu. utiun. Witness linn In
.his' private ''battleship" on Luke Oakland. That body ot water adjoins his, farm al CliutuiiviUe. Sl:eh., r ud li' i
moratory. M;tUlin Uia underwater thuuzcun wiUi hook, liiw aad Mukor. . .

ing forward wo formed two divisions,
with the pack' horses behind, e On
reaching the river bunk, the front di-

vision fell behind the puck, horses and
drovo them over, whllo tho rear

faced the brush, will) . gun la
mind, until the front division:, was
safely over. Then they turned about,
and tho rear dlvlaion passed over un-

der prutoctibn of their rifles, The In-

dians watched the performance- - from
Jholr places of concealment, but there
was no chance for them to make an,

attack without exposing themseles to
our fire. Tho river was deen and ra

About exhaused. we were advised to
our wagons and animals over

w nter at that place in the care of the
Hudson's Kay Vt. A portion of the

back to whero We left the canyon on
tho lit t lo trail tho day before, and re-
turning through the canyon, came in-

to camp after night, reporting that
wagons could be taken thruugh.

We found everything nil right on

We then made a portage around the
falls, patcking the most of our effects 'making arrangements for subsistence, ated by the Hudson's Hay Co., in their been marked by twtstlng tho tops ot

Immigrants, Including my two hroth-- j on our backs, dragging boats over the of our families during our absence, we I . interest since thev had a line of! ,lle brush along tne route, ji naa oniy
been used as a foot trail and but selrr' families and my own. accepted the rocks, reloaded and proceeded on our organized a company to undertake the on tli Snake river route, reach the morning of the 27th, although the

proposition, providing we could secure way to Vancouver, ascended the Wil ing from Fort Hall to Vancouver, and Indians around us alldom at that. It led us Into a prairie
a the base ot the main Cnlapooln
chain. Crossing tho prairie, we found

enterprise, as follows:

Levi Scott, John Scott, Henry Boy night frightening our horses a numberwere prepared to profit by tho
'

."busts In which to descend the river, as lamette river to the falls, there made
it was supposed we might secure them j another portage around the falls,

the Hudson's Bay Co. Under ' loaded again, ascended the river 2a
of times. From the tracks wo could

I the little trail where it entered thegas, Lindsay Applegate, Jesse Applt
see that they approached very closely

"these cons derations we made arrange- - imiles, coming to a place Killed Cham- - 'gate, Benjamin Burch; John Owens,

tiientR the said eomoanv for the Uvieir. where we finallv left our boats John Jones. I Robert Smith, Samuel

pid a nil for a nhort distance .some of
the smaller animals hud to swim. Had
we rushed pell mell Into the tt ream,
as parties sometimes do under such
circumstances, our expedition, would

to our encampment. Muk.'ng an early
start we moved on very cautiously.
Whenever tre trail passed through the

Goodhue. Moses Harris, David Goff,

cuts we dismounted and .led our
horses, having our guns In hand ready probably have come to an end there. .

at anv moment to use them In self- - L crossing, wo turned up the

Benit Osborn, William Sportsman,
William Parker. Each man had his
pack-hors- e and saddh?-hors- making
thirty animals to guard and take care
of.

A portion of the country we pro

One thing which had much Influ-- j mountains with difficulty, and being
once with us was the fact that the 'guided by the broken brush, reached
question as to which power, .Great ut sundown a little stream on the
Britain or the I'nited States, would I'mpqna4 side, where w-- camped for
eventually secure a title to tho conn- - the nlgjit In a beautiful little valley
try, was not settled, and in case u war, where the grass was- good and the
should occur and Britain prove sue- - ground almost covered with the finest
cessful, it was important to have u strawberries I had eyer seen.
way by which we could leave the conn- - The n(,xt morulng, June ;S, we mov-tr- y

without running the gauntlet ft ej through the grassy oak hflls and
the Hudson's Bay Co.'s forts and fall- - . nrrov alleys to the north Kmpun
ing a prey to Indian tribes which were river. The crossing was a rough and
umler ffritish influence. dangerous one, as the river bed was a

defense, for we hud adopted this rule. river, and tho Indians In large num-
bers came out of tho thickets on the
opposite side nnd tried In every way

never to be the aggressor. Traveling
through a very broken country the

to provol-.- us. Our course was forsharp hills separated by llttlo streams

rare of the latter through the w inter, and made our way across the valley to
We failed in our efforts to obtain Lee's Old Mission, ten miles below
bouts; tvtvlng a whipsaw and other where Salem now stands, and on the
tools with us. we hunted logs fromifirst day of December entered one of
the masses of drift wood lodged along the old buildings to remain for the
the river banks, hewed them out, saw- - 'winter.
ed them into lumher. and built boats
and with our families and contents of i Previous to this, we had been in the
our wagons, commenced the descent rain most of the time for 20 days. Oh,

y of the river. Dr. Whitman procured how we could have enjoyed our hos-u- s

the services cf two Indians to act P'table shelter if we could have look-a- s

pilots to The Dalles. From there 'cd around the family circle and be-x-

thought we would have hut little held the bright faces that aeeompan-troubl- e

by making a' portage at the ,'? " on our toilsome Journey almost
Cascades. We did well till we reach- - ito the end! Alas, they were not there!

d The Dalles, a series ot falls and That long and dreary winter, with Hs

cataract. Just ahm the Cascade pelting rains and howling winds.

posed to traverse was at that time,
marked on the may "unexplored re--!

some distance southeast along theupon which there was small openings.
bank of the river, and tho , Indians,we came out at about noon into a large
some mounted and some on foot,creek, a branch of Rogue river, now--

mass of loose rocks, and, as we wereOn the mornitiK of the 2ftth of June, called Orave creek, on which wo rest-

ed about two hours. . During the ait lr- -

gion." All the information we could
get relative to it was through the Hud-

son's Bay Co. Peter Ogden. an offi-

cer ot that company, 'who had led a
party of trappers through that region,
represented that portions of it were
desert-lik- e and that at one time his

1S46, we gathered on the La Creole, crossing, our horses occasionally Tell,
near' where Dallas now stands, moved giving the riders a severe ducking. On

up the valley and encamred for the ;the south side we encamped for (ho
night on Mary's river, near where the night.
town of Corvallis has since been built, j On the morning of tho !4tb, we leftmountain, one of nur boat, contain- - brought sadness to us. Under these icompany was so pressed for the want

June 21 Moved up the valley and camp early and moved on about five... .... .1 ... , ... It .- wa . . f (hoi tVinv want tn lha tfin

noon our course was over a in op-

en country through scattering pine
and oak timber. Towards exiling, we
saw a good many Indians posted along
the mountain side and then running
ahead of us. About an hour by sun
we reached a prairie, of several hun-

dred acres, which extends down to the
very bank of Kogue river. As wo ad- -

nut six prsons. was cantni in one ot """. rU ... ... , - ,.,.j,iti e ,h. ..... . . . w .v.- -
those terrible whirlpools and nncet," mained in the conntry to find a bet- - !a mountain, filled sacks with !no, ' - mur.s lo ,ne ,, v

My son ten vers v brotW tor way for others who might wish to jand were thus able to cross the desert. Calapooia mountains. funiqua. a considerable stream, prob- -

Jesse's son. Kdward, same age. and a i emigrate, as soon as we possibly could! He also stated1 that portions of thej June 22 This day we trawled along ;ably sixty yards wide, coming from the
man by the name of McClellan, who afford the time. From What tnrorma- - .country inrougn wnicn we wotua nave m rase oi wie . amiuu-u- , -- e

old

passed on rapidly on the .other ajde.
There appeared to be a great commo-
tion among them. A party had left
the French settlement In tho Wlllam,- -,

ette --ionic three or four weeks, before
us, pnslstlng of French half .breeds,
Columbia Indians and a few' Ameri-
cans; probably about eighty In all.
I'asa'ng ono of their encampments we
could see by the signs that,they were
only a short distance ahead of us. We
afterwards learned that (he Rogue
Rivera had stolen some of their horses,
and that an effort to recover them had
caused tho delay. At about three
o'clock, we left the river upd bore
southward up a little stream tor four
or five miles and encamped, , From
our camp we could see numerous, sig-

nal fires on the mountains to the east-
ward. 'e saw no Indians ln.,the vl.

(Continued on page J.)

almost to the place where the trail anced towards tho river, the Indians
crosses the Uumqua mountains we en-

camped for the night opposite the his-

toric Umpqua canyon.

was a membiT of my family, were lost, tion we could gather from old pio- - to travel were infested with fierce and j being neatly southeast, passing a
The other thre who escaped were left inters and the Hudson's Bay Co., the"war-lik- e savages, who would attack! prominent peak since called Spencer's

to stmirgle th best they could until Cascade mountains to the south party entering their country Butte. In a little valley near the
we made the land with the other came very low or terminated w here steal tehi rtraps. waylay and murder bittte. on the south side, we discovered

i -- - itta x.'iam'iri, ,jif thflt rhain- - nnH irhA men nnrt that the Rocue River Indians ditrstins camas. On perceiv- - The next morning June 2ath, we

rtren on shore while we rushed to the iknowins that the Blue mountains lay jhad taken its name from the charac- - l ing us. most of them secreted them-Jtere- d the canyon, followed up the lit
that runs through the de- -

in large numbers occupied the river
bank near where the 'trail crossed.
Having understood thatthls crossing
was a favorite place of attack, we de-
cided as it was growing late, to pass
the night ln the prairie. Selecting a
place as far from ths brush as pos-

sible, we made every preparation for
a night attack.

In selecting our camp on Rogue riv- -

rescue, it was onlv with the greatest 'east and west, we came to the conclu- - ! ter of .the Indians Inhabiting its val- - j selves in the timber. One of our party , tie stream.. i.. i -- ... ainn thcra nn.i h 9 k.i nf mu n tr-- v tev Tho idea of noeninc & wairon succeeded in caoturlntr an old Indian, ifile for fou r or five miles, crossing

l.ats from sharing the same. fate, extending east towards the South Pass Iroad through such a country at thatjand representing to him by signs the the creek a great many times but the
"William Doake a voting man w ho W the Rocky mountains, where there time, was counted as preposterous, course we wished to follow, the old canyon becoming more obstructed

rould not swim held on to a feather might be no very lofty ranges of Taese statements though based on ' fellow preceded us two or three miles, with brush and fallen timber, the little
d until overtaken and rescued. W. j mountains to cross. So in 1S4, after j facts, we thought might be eitagger- - j and put us on a dim trail which had trail we were following turned up tne
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Pnccs $25.00 to $5p0.00

Prices $100 to $730 Any Phonograph in Our Store
up to $125 for

$5 Gash am $5 a;-mpiitt-
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YOUR CHOICE OF BRUNSWICKS, yiCTROLAS, CHENEYS, AND SONORAS.

Complete Stock of Victor and Brunswick Records
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Prices $2S.OO to $1000Phone 711 jw41tjn, OregonVices $100 to $400 , .f III
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