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REV. J. M. CORNEUSON IS SUCCESSOR TO MARCUS 1IMN IN LOCAL lii ISS1 FIELD

Striven Convert Redmen to Paths of Christianity. .rp0"r 20 Years Faithful Worker on Reservation Has to ;

LONG DISTANCE

IS CALLING YOU
ong their people another white minis my little tent house alone with my

dog, and that the door is never lock-
ed."

But the chief was not yet done. He

James M. Cornelison. does not write
hlr.iHeif down the successor to Marcus
Whitman, but successor to Marcus
Whitman he Is,: Many others there are
who hav followea In the Christianiz

ter of Ood.
The first difficulty encountered by

the yOung missionary was a forbidding
one. his inability to .converse, with his
charges in their own tongue. Few ofing work of Whitman among the Am-

erican Indians, but Hev. James M. Cor them knew more than a nan aozen
words of English. At first he devoted
all of his time to larguage study.nelison alone can claim ir ne win

the distinction of having carried on
the labor among the very ' tribes to

Had Tco been born white and had
he lived In a metropolitan city, he
would Jfoubtlcss have become a chief
of political grafters, He made the best
of his opportunities. He ' combined
with a dominating personality a na-

tive shrewdness and a knowledge of
the white man much superior to that
of the average Indian. Twenly-flv- e

years before Cornelison came on the
reservation the government had set
aside 160 acres of rich wheat land for
the support of a Presbyterian mission,

it was on this bind that tho little
group of Indian worshippers with the
help of the agent, had, built rneir rude
church. But of the quarter-jectlo- n

they used not more than an acre. The
alert Peo saw an opportunity. He

Armed with two simple sentences,
"Etn tselken Ipatswisha Titoka-timkl- "

ci wIbIi to sneak the Indian language)

, went to Pendle'on and hired the best
attorneys In that city to fight for him.

j They sent him formal notice, couched
I !n platitudinous legal phraseology, to
j vacate the premises forthwith, Put
Cornelison knew the difference be-

tween a court Injunction and a law-jyer- 's

bluff. He laughed.
In the end the minister won and n

renting the land for the benefit
of the church. When the Indians

j understood, Peo's prestige began to!
wane. Those who had long been un- -
dor his dominance and whose lands

whom the life of the pioneer mission
ary was given, It Is among the mll
dren. erandchlldren and great grand and "Itu wenlken ke?" (What do you

call that?) he went among me
alnnnlnsr auch a would heed hischildren of the Indians who murdered

Whitman that Cornelison today is
first sentence and pointing to eyeryteaching and preaching. t

During a long half-centu- follow. object in view, as iney gave mm m
wnr,i he rnneated them again and
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lng the Whitman tragedy in 1847, no
Protestant minister whatever settled again until he was sure of the proper

accent and pronunciation, then heamong the Umatlllas, Walla Wallas or
would write them In a little dook ne

Cayuses, to continue the pioneer's
tsk of telling them of tho white carried.

joined the little church and soon se-

cured control of the land. For many
years ho rented it to white farmers
and pocketed the revenue. Not only
church .land but the land of many of
h s tribesmen came under his control,
and thus when the young missionary

Tn time his methods won, and ne
man's Manltoit. First of all at length
to do so wai James M. Cornelison, and compiled a complete dictionary of the

w prr lansruaee. the common lan

had yielded him rich profits beg.-- to
wonder why they could not rent their
own lands and collect their own rents.
In the end they did both

Defeated and baffled, his princely
income cut off and, his power dwind-
ling, Peo turned to the vices of the
white man. Within a few years hr
had so completely debauched himself
that none was so poor as to do him
honor. One day, while crazed by the
poison firewater of the bootlegger, he

ha has been continuing his work
guage of the three tribes, and supple
mented this with a grammar, in ao-in- g

this laborious task he discovered
that the Ne Perce tongue is Just as

among them for moro than twenty
years. And during this score of years
he has brought to fruitage the tree
that sprang from the seed sown by the

complex as tho classic latin or Greekmartyr of Waiilatpu,
or any of the modern languages, tie was arrested by the Pendleton police.

Though the hardships and dangers found It ad hlehlv Inflected and tne When he was liberated his mind was
verb conjugations following Just as no longer normal. Hopelessly dement- - j

arrived ho found the chieftain strong-
ly enlrenched and with tl income of
a prince. "

His first act was to.look up the legal
status of the church land.. Finding it
sound, he demanded Its'control. When
I e announced his purpose to the mem.
her" o' his small congregation, they
shook their heads. "Leave Peo alone,"
they urged. Peo came to the church
meetingr and openly denounced the
missionary. He sent his agents to
plant tho seed of suspicion In the
minds of the more Buspicious of the
red men. The Indian being by nature

definite a principle and as difficult to
learn as the "'amo, amas, amat" of his
i,itlai,A rinva iITa learned, too. that

ed, ne was ordered committed to the
federal hospital for the insane at Can-

ton. North Dakota.
For eight years he stayed therethe native, while knowing nothing of

THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE

AND TELEGRAPH COMPANYGradually the rest, medical treatmentrules, of rhetoric or syntax, rarely ir
ever made a mistake In his word end and time restored to him In part his

reason. But his physical health hacings or sentence structure.
Mnrdtv hnrt the voune "skv nilot

suspicious, the minister at first foundhoirun unnn his mission until he found
himself involved in a fight that meant

t'l which the early pathbreaker was ex.
listed have been largely eliminated,
I he success which has attended the ef-

forts of Cornelison In reclaiming the
Indians to God fearing citizenship has
not been gained without Jts price. The
task has demanded unfaltering cour-
age, Infinite patience, unremitting toil,
absolute faith and sacrifices few men
would care -- ,to make. Corrfcllson's
Ntory Is by no means drab or colorless.
It contains chapters of human Inter-ra- t,

cllmaxen, tense situations and dra-

matic moments. ..'.''It was on May 5, 1899, that James
Cornelison, then a young graduate
from Central University, Kentucky,
und' of San Francisco Theological
Seminary, arrived at Tutulila mission,
fifty miles from the scene of the mas-acr- e

and on the Umatilla reservation
:o which the three tribes had been
confined more than twenty-fiv- e years.

little friendliness on the. reservation
save among the few faithful ones.

Then Peo tried Intimidation. Kash
Kash und others brought messages

his very existence as a missionary ir
not his very life. He fouhd opposed
tn him end his work the powerful

been broken beyond repair by his ex-

cesses, and intelligence came back
only to tell him thi',1 ,he soon must die.
Knowing that the end was not far off,
he pleaded for permission to return to
Oregon to spend his last days with his
people, and after many delays the

granted.
The news spread over the reserva-

tion that Peo was coming back and
that his daughter, Jennie van Pelt,
would bring him to the Tutulila

Chief Peo, head man of the Umatlllas, that, unless he left the reservation, his

life would not be safe. "Peo bad
and by far the most influential figure
amnno- h tribes. This opposition. man," they told him. ."Send men kill

white nveacher."
Cornelison smud. "Tell them towhich developed into enmity and bitter

hatred, sprang front a purely seirisn
motive. come," ne saia. ien in i i

church on the next Sunday, so thatbe
might meet some of his people. The
Sunday came and with it a congrega

futuilla "mlasion" was nothing but a tion that packed the little church to
the doors. The aged chieftain d.'d nothack wher a little band of Indians,

who had kept alive the embers of the arrive until late. When the door op
aith of Whitman, met at intervals for ened finally and his w ap-

peared leading the old man, the inter-
est and curiosity of his people over

worship. After the massacre H. H.
spauldlng, coworker of the murdered

came their native stoicism. Every
head turned to catch a first glimpse
of the returned chieftain. What they
saw made more than one Indian dis

3 play an emotion unusual In the race.
This was not the Peo they

There was no longer the
erect, tall body and imperious face of
a born leader. A ber.t, emaciated, al
most tottering form; his face, once a
study in bronze, now paled under the

nisslonary, had established a mission
n the Ne Perce reservation at Lap-va- l,

Idaho. Remembering the small
rrotip of faithful In eastern Oregon,
rom time to time he had sent to them
nembers of their own race to encour-ig- e

and assist them in their worship,
md his practice had been followed by
he JIcBeth sisters, who took charge
f his mission when his earthly labors

vera finished. ' Thus the gospel Intro-luce- d

by the "good doctor' did not ly

perish.
Wnen Cornelison arrived he found

bout two dozen men and women who
till worshipped after the teaching of
Vhltman. One was an old wrinkled
quaw called Sarah, the sole surviving
mpll of the pioneer minister. She it
fas and her step-so- Philip Minthorn,
nown among the Indians as Kash-Cas-

who had asked the Presbyterian
loard of Home Missions to send am

long Indoor confinement; the black
locks thin and gray one

eye was blind, and the other saw
only indistinctly. The Peo who came
back was a shell of the powerful saga

'f

A GOOD PLACE TO EAT
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more, a wreck of manhood.
With bowed head Peo listened to the

gospel preached In" his own language
by the mlssioanry. At the end of the
minister's appeal Peo rose and faced
the congregation. All eyes centered
upon him as he began to speak. Fi-

nally he paused as he turned toward
the pulpit where Mr. Cornelison was
still standing. His long arm stretched
dramatically until the bony, shaking
forefinger pointed straight at the
man whom he had once fought so re-

lentlessly. Raising his voice to Its full
power he said, speaking in English,
"What that man say is good,' and sank
to his seat exhausted.

It was the minister's hour Of victory
and It was with an emotion too deep
for words that he received the tribute
from his once bitter foe, a tribute that
went far toward making easy the task
which the old chief had once made so
hard. Peo died a year later died
worshiping the same Master Trom
whom the missionary received his In-

spiration.
When Cornelison first took up his

work he lived in a tent but in 1901 he
built a manse and the following year
a new church. Other buildings sprang
up, and the Tutuilla mission of today,
modern in every respect, stands as a
monument to his work.

The little congregation has grown to
many hundreds. Some of his converts
have been backsliders, and some have
given only half-heart- support to the
church, but the spiritual and moral re-

demption of others has been lasting,
and in these and the children who are
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MODERN ROOMS IN CONNECTION

Gar egiiijiiitiiiiijiiiiiiiiH ranklin being brought up in the faith the hope
for the future lies.

While he has been preaching to ITS ECOAJOfrWthem the gospel of Jesus Christ, he
has been making productive citizens of
them, too. He has taught them the
curse of whisky and of immorality, he
has guided them from lives of sloth
and indolence to lives of thrift and InPendleton Auto Co.

'

Established 1907
When You Use Flour Be Sure It the Best. Don't Forget, It isdustry, he has helped them to under-

stand the complexities of modern bus-

iness, and he has Impressed upon
them tho value of common honestyPhone 541

East Court St. and kindred virtues. From a purely
dollar-and-cen- ts viewpoint his labor
has paid, for he hag helped them to WHITibecome economic producers and he
has taught them also to pay their
debts until the credit of a "Cornelison
Indian" Is recognized as of first ratDistributors of Franklin Cars for Eastern Oregon; Southeastern .Wash-V-i

- ington and Western Idaho. ing.
No story of the life of Mr.

would be complete without some
mention of Parsons Motanlo, for that 'ATINIndian today exemplifies most perfect-
ly the achievements of the missionary.

Twenty years ago Motanic was the
wildest and best known young Indian
on the reservation. His Herculean
strength, his skill as a wrestler, his
speed as a racer, his grace as a dancer. FLOURMade From

BLUE STEM WHEAT
his recklessness as a gambler and the
handsomeness of his person won him
a leadership among the youth of the
tribes that made him a notable figure.
!But there came a Sunday when Motan

Sold at All Grocers.ic received a moral blow from one of
the minister's sermons. He Joined the
church and within a few years became
the foremost of the workers In it. A

natural orator in his native tongue, he
Manufactured in Pendleton by'became a speaker at all meetings of

the temperance and other church so-

cieties and was often called to other
reservations to assist In services. He
took up the white man's burden of till-

ing the soil and has prospered so well Walters Flouring Mills
that now he has abandoned the spot-

ted cultan of hi9 forefathers for
autif of the modern paleface.

And his naive, simple explanation of
his great transformation is this; "

corns to Jesus."


