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REV. 1 M CORNELISON IS SUCCESSOR TO MARCUS WHITMAN IN LOCAL INDIAN MISSION FIELD |
s —— - - - - e SeEE LS — E— 1 |
For 20 Years Faithful Worker on Reservation Has Striven to Conyert Redmen to Patits of Christianity. 1l
| /' LONG DISTANCE
: ; + .1
| James M. Cornellson doés not writeong thelr poople another white minis- Had Peo been horan wiite and had 1|ny little tent House alone with my §| l
Chingeil down the succeksor to Mircus ter of {od. he Hyed In o oetropolitan eity, ""'l'l""' wnd thul the doot i never lock- |
Whitman, bt successor (o Maréus  Tho first difticulty encounterad by (would Poulitliees have Becotne o dhiof | ed.” | {
Whitman he ts, Many others thers ars the young migslonary wos a forbidding of politics] grafters, He miade the bent But the chlef wan not Yot done. He | L

who hava followed in the Christiania-
Ing work of Whitman among the Am-
erloan Indlans, but Rev. James M, Cor-
nellwon alone oan olaim—If he will—
the distinetion of having earried on
the labhor among the very tribes to
whom the Hie of the ploneer misajon-
ary won given, It b among the chil-
dron, grandéhildren and great grand-
' childron of the Indlany who murdered
| Whitman that Cornelison today 1§
Il.eu.chmx and preaching.
Durlng a long half-oentury follow-
Ing the Whitman tragedy in 1847, no
| Protestant minister whitever settied
among the Umatiiay, Walln Willas or
Cayukes, to  continue the ploneer’s
foak of telling them of the white
Cman's Manitot, Pivdd of a1l at length
1o do 4o way James M. Cornellson, and
‘W has  beph | continping NWis  woark
among them for more than 1wently
iyoars, And during this seore of years
ihe has brought to frultags the tree
that sprang from the seed sown by the
imartyr of Walilatpu,
Though the hurdships and dangors
Mg which the carly pathhroaker was ox-
sd have been largely eliminated,
[the success which haw attendod ihe of-
[forts of Cornelison In reclaiming the
JIru!l.lm to (God-tearing cltizenship haw
not been gained without its price. The
task Haw demanded unfaltering cour-
age, Infinlte patience, unremitting taoll,
nhsolute falth and sacrifices few men
would ears o moke. Cormelison’s
Btory In by no means drab or colorlews.
I contilns ehapters of human Intors
et ellmaxen, tense sltbatlons and dra-
matic momenis,
It was on May 5, 1899,

that Jamex

Nornolison, then a yYoung graduite
ffrom Central University, Kentucky,
ind of Bam  Franclsco Theologleal

Raminary, arrivad at Tutnilla mission,
ifty milos from the seene of the mas.
are und on the Umnatilla reservntion
20 whioh the three tribes  had  been
sonfined more than iwenty-five years.
Wrutullla "mission™ was nothing but a
ihack where a lttle band of Indionw
who had kept allve the embers of the
‘slth of Whitman, met at intervals for
orship, After the massacre H. H.
paulding, coworker of the murdered
nissionary, had established o minwion
n the Nex Pérce reservation nt Lap-
vitl, ldaho, Remembering the small
roup of falthful In eastern Oregon,
rom time to time he had sent to them
(nembers of thelr own race Lo encour-
ige and nsdist thom in thelr worship,
4nd his practies had been followed by
he McBeth sisters, who took charge
of his mizsion wWhen his sarthly labors
wera finlihed. Thus the gospel intro-
Jueed by the “goed doctor' did not en-
irely perish.
| ¥When Cornelison arrived he found
hout two doxen men and women who
il worshipped sfler the teaching of
Nhitman. One was an old wrinkled
quaw called Barah, the sole surviving
wipll of the ploneer minister. She It
oy and her step-son, Philip Minthorn,
‘nown among the Indlans as Kash-
iKash, who had naked the Preabyterian

oné his inabllity Lo converse with his
charges In thelr own tongue, Few ol
them knew more than u halfl doxen
words of Boglish, AL Dewt he devoted

(1 wish to speak the Indian langunge)
and Tt wenlken ke?" (What do yau
eall that?) he wont among the In-
dhitiy, stapping such ak would heed his
fisst senlence and pointing Lo eyery
ohject In view.
words he repeated them qkn‘n and
again uwntll he waw surs of the proper
accent and pronunciation, then he
wonld write them In a Hitle book he
earried.

In time his methods won, and  he

complled a complete dictionary of the
Nex Perce language, the common lun-
gunge of the three tribies, and nipples
mented this with 4 grammar, In do-
ing this laborious task he discovered
that the Nex Perce tongue I just as
complex as the elamtio Latin or Gréek
ar any of the modern lnngunges. Ho
found it a8 highly lnflected and the
verh conjugations following Jjust aws
detinlte a prineiple and as diffieult to
loarn af the “ameo, nmas, amut' of his
oollege days.  (He learned, too, that
the natlve, while knowing nothing of
rulds of rhetorio or syntax, rarely If
over made n mistake in his word end-
Ings or sentence structure,
Hardly had the young “sky pllot”
pegun upon his mission vntil he found
himuelf involved in a flght that meant
hig very sx'sonce as n misslonary i
not hls very life. He fouhd opposed
to him and hix work Lhe powerfil
Chief Peo, hénd man of the TTmatilins,
and by fur the moxt influentisl figure
among the tribes This opposition,
which developed Into enmity and bitter
hatead, sprang from n purely walfish
muotive.

of his opporianities,
with # dominating personality 4 nk- attorneys in that clty to fight for him, |
knowledge of | They sent him formal notics, cotched |

|‘n platitndinous legal pheasaolors, tol
i A

tve
the white man much superior to thul

As they gave him the jphurch.
jthey used not more than an acre,
nlert
joined the lttle church and soop see
cured control of the lund,
yeabn he rented It to white farmers
and pocketed the revenve.
church Iand but the land of many of
h s trihesmen came under hibs cotlrol, |
cnd thus when the young miggonnry
wrrived he found the ehieftnin ktrong-
Iy emirenched and with t Income of
o prince,
His Nirst aot was (o lg
stutvg of the church ond,
potingd, he demanded 18 eontrol, When
L announeed his purpose to the mem.
congregation, they
shook their honds, *Leave Peo alone,”
Pev came to the chureh
the
Lo
the

bhere of hix small

they urged,
mentingy and openly
mipglonnry,
plant the seed of susploion In
minds of the mors suspicious of the
The Indian baing by nature
uusplelous, the minlster nt first found
Hetle Friendliness on the
shves nmoang the fow falthful ones.
Then Meo tried Intimidation,
Fish and others
that, unless he left the rosérvation, s
life would nol be
ting,” they told him.
white wreacher.”

Cornel'son smiled,
Vgome,”™

red nen.

He

shrewdness and a

that  the

But of the

Pao smw an opportunity,

denounced

He ment his  ngents

hirotght

safe, “Peo

“Tell them

hesald.

1
£51 3

Hoard of Home Misslons to send am-

ouns e

AT TAE

Hitle " gan renting the land for the benefit |
group of Indian worshippers, with the of the church, |
help of the agent, had built thelr rude | ynderstood, Peo's prestige
guirter-aection ! wane,

The
He ' han Vielded him rich profits beggn 1o

reservilion

Knsh
RN RS |
| Orewon to gpend his lust days with his
bad
“Bend maen kill

In|“0" that Peo was coming back and
thut his duughter, Jonnls yan Pelt,
waould Wring him o the Tutuills

- WHILE VISITING THE
ROUND-UP .
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all of hik time to lapguage study. (of the average Indian. Twenty-flve [vaeale the gremises furthwith, Hur |
Armed with  two sumple  Bentences, | Vears before Cornglison . came on the  Cornellson knew ths differsnce  hbo- |
WRIn. tielkan Ipntawisha Titoka-tmki" |reseevation the goverhment had 86t Lweon & court injunction and a

unlde 100 neres of rich wheat land for ver's bluff,
the shphort of & Pretbyterian misdlon, |
It wis on this land

For many town lande and collect their own rents. |

Not only

ni up the legnl
Finding It

p Went to Péndleton and hired the hest

Law .-
He lavghed, |
In the énd the minister won and he-
When  the Indians|
begun to
Those who had long heen un- |
der hia dominance and whone I'llhi'r

wonder why they could not rent mn:r‘

In the end they dd both. I

Defounted and boffled, his princsly
Incorme cut off and, his power dw'rnlv;
ling, Peo turned to the viees of the|
white man, Wihin a few yeurs he
Ihnd so complelely debuuched himsplf
|that none was 50 poor aM  to do him
thonor, One day., while crased by the
lpnt.-um firewnter of the bootlegger, ha
wiit arrested by the Pendleton police, |
When he was Hberited his mind “-‘l.‘![
no fonger normal. Hopelessly dement. |
ed. he was ordered committed to the
federal hospital for the insane at l‘a:v‘

ton, North Dakota.
For ecight years he stayed there
Gradunlly the rest, medical troatment

reason, But his physieal health hos
bean broken bheyond repnir hy his ex-
comson, and intelliyence came  bagk
only to tell him thes he soon must die.
Knowing that the ead wos nol far off,
he pleaded for perminssion to relurn to

and time restored to him in part hiﬁH
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people, and after many delnys the per-
miesion was granted,

el them 1 Hve In|

j

|

|
|

|

{study In bronze, now paled under the

istill standing.

lehureh, but the spiritual and moral re-

The news spread over the reservi-

chiureh on the next SBunday, %0 thut e
migh® meet gome of his people, The
Sunday came and with It & congregi-
tion that packed the little church to
the doors. The aged chieftsin &'d not
arrive untll late. When the door op-
ened finnlly and his son-in-law ap-
peared leading the old man, (he inter-
ent and curlosity of hix people over-
came thelr native stolcism. Every
teadd turned to catch a first glimpse
of the roeturned chieftain. What they
saw mude mors than one Indlan (s
play nn emotion wnusual in the mace.

This was not the Peo they h.ol
known., There was no longer the
erect, tall hody and imperious face of

n born leader. A bert, emaclkated, al-
most tottering form: his face, once 4

long indaor confinement; the binck
tocks thin and gray one once-flash-
Ing o¥ve was blind. and the other saw |
only Indistinotly. The Peo who i‘um"‘l
tack wns a shell of the powerful sagn- |
more, n wreck of manhood |

With bowed head Peo listened to rhp}
goapel preached in' his own langunge
by the missloanry. At the end of the|
minister'n appeal Peo rose and faced
the congregation. All eyes centered
upon him as he began to speak. Fi-
nully he paused as he turned toward

the pulpit where Mr. Cornelison was
His lomg arm stretehed
dramatieally until the bony, shaking
forefinger pointed straight at the
man whom he had once fought so re-
lentlessly, Raising his volice to its full
power he said, speaking in English
"What that mun say ik good," and sank
to his seat exhausted.

1t was the minister'a hour of victory
and It was with an emotion too deep
for words that he received the tribute
from his once bitter foe, a tribute that
went finr toward making easy the task
which the old chief had once mude s
hard. Peo died o year later—died
worshiping the same Master @from
whom the missionary recelved hls in-
spiration

When Cornellson first took up his
work be lived in a tent byt in 1961 he
built a manse and the following Veidr
n new church, Other hulldings sprang

A GOOD PLACE TO EAT

THE QUELLE CAF

RUDD & CHATTAS, Props,

Pendleton, Oregon
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MODERN ROOMS IN CONNECTION

up, and the Tutuilla mission of today,
modern in every respedct, siands us a
rmonument to hils work.

The little congregation has grown to
many hundreds, Some of his converts
have been backslidersy and some have
glven unly half<hearted support to the

demption of others hns been lasting,
and in these and the children who are
being brought up In the faith the hope
for the future leée,

Whils he hag been preaching to
them the gospel of Jesus Christ, he
has been making productive citizens of
them, too, He has taught them the
curse of whisky and of Immorality, he
has gulded them from lives of sloth
and Indolence to lives of thrift and in-
dustry, he hns helped them to under-
stand the complexities of modern bus-
iness, and he has impressed  upon
them the valus of common honesty
and kindred virtues. From a purely
dollar-and-cents viewpoint hig labor
has pald, for he hag helped them to
become economic producera and  he
has taught them also to  pay  their
debts until the credit of n “Cornellson
indian” s recognized as of first rat-
ing.

No story of the life of Mr. Cornell-
son would be complete without some
mention of Parsona Motanle, for that
Indinn today exemplifies most perfect-
Iy the achisvements of the missionary.

Twenty years ago Motanie was the

e e i e e

s A

T T YTV T T T

e
— X

|on the ressryation.

wildest und best known young Indlan
His Herculean
strength, his skill as a  wrestler, his
|!ll'l‘\"l'l as o racer, his grace as a dancer,
‘his recklessness ns a gambler and the
handsomeness of his person won him
a lendership among the youth of the
tribes that made him n notable tgure.
But there came o Sundny when Motan-
e received a moral blow from one of
;Lh\» minister's sermons.  He joined the
|ehurch anid within a few years becamd
Ithe foremost of the workers In it. A
inatuml orator in his native tongue, he
Ibecnme a speaker at all meetings. of
the temperance and other chureh wmo-
viotles and was often called to other
reservations Lo assist in services. He
took up the white man's burden of till-
Ing the soll and has prospered so well
that now he has abandoned the spot.
tod cultan of his forefathers for six-
cevlinder mitag of the modern poleface,
"And his naive, simple axplanation of
his great transformation s this:
como to Jesus"

3l L S M
B T thay

ol

'S ECONOMY

T
it

i
i
Ll

When You Use Flour Be Sure If the Best.

WHITE

Walters Flouring Mills

SATI

Made From
BLUE STEM WHEAT

Sold at All Grocers.

Don't Forget,

It

is
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Manufactured in Pendleton by
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