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A TARIFF FOR PLUNDER I
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ariff on the tariff, No more ingenious device for plunder-|
ing the consumer has ever found its way into legislation. |

By the terms of the bill the word “valué” in the elassification |
of merchandise “shall mean the price on the date of exprmatlom
of the imported merchandise at which comparable and eompeti- |
tive produets of the United States were c':'rlima.nl,sr sold or freely

sifered for sale in the usual wholesale quantities’ in the prinei-|
pal markets of the United States. Whenever, therefore, thul
beneficiaries of the Fordney tariff increase the wholesale pruw'
of their products at home they will automatically increase the| '
daty and add to the measure of protection that they receive. The |
higher the prices they can manage to charge, the hlghvr the tar-
iff becomes by the simple process of making their prices the va-|
+is of valuation on imports. Thus the duties are pyramided and

fureign competition against extortion becomes the more difficult|
the more that extortion is practiced. .

This is not a tariff for protection in &ny sense in which that
term has hitiferto reen employed, even in the days of McKinley-|
jsm and Dinglevism. It is a straight-out tariff for plunder. The
more plunder the more tariff.

Mr. Fordney's excuse for this provision iz the rate of ex-
change. The effect of this provision is to take from the consum-
er all of the henefits that might come from the rate of exchange
and confer them on the protecle:i manufacturer, who for all
,practital purposes will be able to fix the duties himself.

There have been grave and shocking abuses in previous tariff
hills but there was nothing that compared in iniquity with the
iwnluation elause of the Fordney measure, Existing economic eir-
wumstances make the Fordney schedules indefensible for the
most part, even on the century-old basis of foreign valuation,
MWhen that i abandoned and the American selling pr:w 18 made
the basis of valuation, every household in the country is placed
under tribute.

: A= it stands. the Fordney tariff should be entitled “A bill trn
pnable favored industries to plunder the American people,”—|
“New Yaork World, i

THE valuation clause of the Fordney bill imposes in effect a
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Guard rails and improved surfacing will heip much to pro-|
1e¢l travel on our winding highways but something more will|
.  plee be necessary—sane driving. e x 1 |
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