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ENTENTE ACTION
S MERELY BLUFt

Believes Allies Really Anxious
for Peace and is Not Pessi-
mistic Over Continued Fight-
ing Edicts.

(Carl Ackerman.)

BERLIN, Dee, 2. —Gormany regurds
the ontente attitude aa & blufl. Bhe
belloves the alllea are really anxious
for pence and s not pessimistio de
sapite the London, Potrograd  anl;
Parls announcements that the allies |
are determined to continue fighting

Officials belleve the belllgerents
wil] not ask the netrals to start nego-

tlatlons The Germana do not wel
come American Interference. Tha
Lokal Anseiger sald: “If Lloyd

Georgs wants to postpons peace until
the allisa conquer, the war will he
oternal.” The Vorwaerts sald:
*Llovd CGeorge condemns himselt
when le saye anybody who prolongé
the war s criminal™

LOCAL WOOLGROWERS

10 ATTEND MEETING!

Not 1as Than Thirty-flve Will Bo at
Copnventlog of Natonal ‘Woolgrow-
ofw Amsoolaton In Salt  Lake om
Japoary 19, !

Not less than 35 gastern  Oregon
woulgrowers have signed op to attend
the mesting of the Natlonal Wr.m-|
growers’ Asoclation st Hall Lake on |
Manuary 10, The sesaion I to con-
sume several diays and the jooal peo:
Pia ATe to be home on January 15. |

The following are listed for the
trip from esastern Oregon Hugh
Manfisld, ¢ A, Minor, J. H Dubbyn.
r. W, I, Lytle, Willlam Slusher, T
J, Mahonny, Heppner, John Kilken-

ney, Heppner, L. B Gentrs, Heppner, ! b

SEEK LAW T0 PERNIT RAISING THE

R P Wigkleawor:h, Heppner, Dav'd
Hypd, Heppner, O, M. Plummer
Portland, K. G Wamner, A_J. Smith
Pugens Nable, Thomas Hoylen
Frank 8loan, 1db  MeBee  Willlnm
Poliman Baker. Fred Falconer, En-|
tarprise, L Addis, Pat Connell, Mich
asl Kennn Prank Catle, B L. Hope
pel. Dan Clark. H, W, Hicks, John
Vaughan, Heppner,  Jaff  Billingsly, |
Ontarin, Fronk McKnlght, Vale, Blills
Reagin Harry Anderson. Frank Roth-
otk . Herkeley. Hoy Creek, J
M. Kospev ang J. N Rurgess

GONZALES WILL AID
1., ARNY DESERTERS

JCARRZ, Dov. 20.—denéral  Gon-
saled, commanding the Carranziath
gurripon, Hes decinred his intention of
helping Americhn agimy deseriers o
escape.  He |8 ungry hecause General
Holl refused to surrender Colonel Luls |
Comnduran, who fled across the line |

Glonsales decinres the fugitive sale
fOovernment fundns, He sald, “Sev-
eril limen 1 have assieted In the re
turn of American deserters 1 un-|
derstood i wduld be reciprogity. New
tha opporiunity comés and there I
no reciprocity. 1 warn the Amerioan
communder that hereafier 1 will give
American deserters every facility 1o
encape Intn the Interfor.”

frenernl Hell sald he had no  Aue
thorlty to extradite Comnduran, The
Gonrales statoment bitterly  nssailed
Bell |

It W reporied that Gonmalon wired
Genernl Murgla threatening to mure
renilor the entite garrison to Villista®
In the svept Murgin asttempied to ks |
pretwedle him,

NEACHAM N GRIP
OF HEAVY STORM
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{ Fast Oregonian Speolal) 0
With the Muow three feet deep
on the level and the atorm slil @
In progreess, Monchain (8 experi- @
encing ronl winter wenther The &
snow storm was on all duy yor- @
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Premiler David Lloyd  (leorge  hat
finally had his way In Great Britain, |
and the war coungll which he tried
to forge on Premler Asquith has fl

nnlly been named Lioyd George |
him=glf will head It with Arthur
Hendérson. labor leader in ;mrlilmen"
and In the cabipet without poertfolio; |

CEarl Curson, unfonlsr, and president |

(uf the war council sud governmens |
leader in the house of lords; Bonar
Law, unlonist, chancellor af the ex-|
chequer and government leader In the
house of commons,und Lord Milner !
unlonimt, and miniser without port-

follo. Thesp five men will manage the
war for iremt Britain

COUNTY SCROOL

A movemoent  has  Dedn wimried
amutg =ehool suthorities In the ¢oun-
Iy to secutre from the legiluture o
Inw fo permit the county schoo] levy
raisd from 4 1-2 milia
to four milte 1o the end that distreles
school levies be greutly lowered or
l‘ Hminated

T be

Prineipnl John B Wakhburn  of
thy Milton-Freswater schoold Is  al
the hend of the movement and he 8|
wending out clreulnr letiers Lo all his
asking thiat they Join in the
roquest to the legislature. Falling to
secure actlon fram this body, the pro.
pownl Ix made that the muatter be voi- |
ed upon direct by the people of the
oounty not lntter than 1§15

Mr, Wishburn points out that tht‘
taxpuyers of his  disttict  could
waved 7 1-2 mills under the now xys-
teni. The heavy districl laxes are In
cfnters  of
whereas some of the most valuahle
propurty Iving In outlying communl: I

tles tn hardly taxed at a1l for the sup. | Faising through county taxation the | ¢ne part  of
The 4-mll| coun. | Minimum amournt needed to run the | hrought down the house by his con-

port of the schools
ty levy would distribute the tax more
pquiinbly. he points out,
The following copy of his circular
gives a clear idea of the subject
To the Vorers and Taxpayera of Dis-
irlet No. 31,
Do von really want to lowoer taxes®

Wil vou glve vour actlye support to, o

a campalim to reduce your sehool tax
7 1-2 milla?

You now pay 10 mille distriot school |
IIH: plus 1 1-2 mills eounty schodl tax
Hu- nt our schonl money s ralsed
hy dlstrict taxation We want U
change the system and mize most of
It he conpty thxntion,  The éntnty ae,
a whols should pay. for  Ite schnol2
cauny taxnilng disteibnteés the hurden
ovenlv. A tmill oounty  sohool  iax
wanlil suppory wl) the schonin of tha
PUTTTT RS vou wonld pay & mills in
gtead of vaur prosent 11 1-3 milla die. ©
triet and, calnty tax,

Ot hieh tax 1= not  dpe 1n our
anending fao much meney for schools
washington Californin and  thirtesn
nther sta‘es spend more  per  chlld
than dont Oteron.  And many districts |
In Orexon apend more per Child than
Aoes onr distelet.  There are only A
fow high mchools I Orgon which
perend lesn por pupll than does ours |
What we need Is a fuir dintribution |

“of the tax burden

1art veir half the districta in TTmA- |
tilla rounty pald § mills or 1pan Aix
hind no school tax at all. The whole
hirdon of sduonting the children of
the connty falle upon a few heavily
taxed dliricia Praperly ownera of
ihe county hring thelr childres tof

L LEVY T0 4 MILLS:

| tributed throtghout the

town to be sducnted bLuy 3o not bhring
their farmas along to be taxed Ly the
district whieh must provide schools
for their children  Property s dis-
oounty, but
'he properiy owners to s grost exrent |
live in the towns—at least for the
winter. And 50 the towns huve the
burden of educating almost all the
children of the county, byt ean tay!
only that property which |les within
thelr district limits, How hesvy the
burden thus placed upon the Ill'lh-‘l\'-
#rw of & few din riets 15 shown by thelr
sthool levies last yvear Hprﬁzlmm.
12 mills; Umatilln. 10: Pendieton, § !
Milton-Freewater, 9: Ferndnle &:
"r'i\ll!un. §: Athenn. §; Echo, 7: Pllot
Rock, 7: Stanfleld, 7 Many of these

po ¢ Aletricts have still higher lovies this |
| yonr

An effort will be made In the utn'lﬂl

inaking the coumy the unit for schou)
tazation The law will provide for |

#chools with the strictest economy, al
lowing ench diatrict to ratse by Jod n.IJl',
tax any additional amount |t wishes
to #pend. The law will go no  fore |
ther, und & not to be confused with!
the bl for making the county the
unit for achool administration an well
& taxption which falled of passage
SeYeaTAl yoars ago,

If we cannot secure this Inw from |
the Tegislnture, we can get the samoe |
I thing for Just our county by voting In |
a special or general elsctlon in fuvor
of It gr  county commissjonerd |
would then levy o f-mill county
to support the achoold of the county

We shall trv to sscurs this equahls
' distritmtion of the 2chool tax barden |
first from the legisintore, and if wo
fall there, then by eounty eleation |
Our sueeess depends antirely gpon the
amount of aupport you will give on

IT' vou will put yoursslf on record a

Indorsing this movement you will help
it sucesed. If you want to help r1¢n|
the following and mall or send It to|
me JOHN IL WASHRURN

Principal Milton-Freewnter Sohools

$30,000 IS TAKEN
ROBBERS ESCAPE

MOST AGTIVE
BATTLE FRONT

Heavy Artillerying and Cannon-
ading North of Verdun With
Flank Fighting in Dobrudja.

ALLIES SEIZED MUCH MAIL

Fatimuted That Over 47,000  Sacks
Enroute 0 and From  Germany
Were Takon—Hlack Lists  Alleged
to Have Been Made From Infore
mathon Gulned,

PARIS, Dee. 20 —It |s annouhcesd
that there is Ereat  artillerying at
Louvemont and In the Chambrettes
twrin reglons aorth of Verdun, ¢
PETROGRAD Deoc. 2011 i an-
nouneed the Russiun-Roumanians ré-

| pulsed attscks of the left bunk of | Badley und Mrs, George

|the Danubs near Parlati. There &
h.-nn fighting at Dobrudia and in-|
tense flghting un  the Macedonian
|front, The snem)y retreated south-
west of Brody following o half hour
bombardment.

RERLIN, Dee 29 —ivin Bayville)—
It i» announced Russinn attheks on
the enst bank of the Golden Bistrit-
#n falled.  Artillerying I Hvely on the
Macedonlan front. There are isolat-
ed patrol clashes und cannonading on
the western front

Newspipers declured the French
(ieneral Herthelot commanding the
Roumaniun allied armies had asked

a recell.  The majority of British of-
ticern attached to the Roumanian
general waff have already staried
Englandward.

The press pureny  estimated the
Hrtttsh  and have selzed
twonty tour thousand two hundred

sicks of mail from Germany and
twenty three thousand elght bundred
enroute to CGermany. between De-
cember 1815 and lust September 30
This Inecluded much United BStates
mail

The press hureau oconcludes that
ihe French and British censors read
all the letters permlitéd to pass and
annoiinces the “reading gave a clear
instghit Into the trade relations of the
United States and South Amerioan
cltizens with Germany, und made
posnihle the enlahuphm»m of the black
list and other meastires’

'SOPHOMORE PLAY
IS MUCH ENJOYED

Uwing to the heavy fall of rilin and
snow last evening, & small crowd wit.
nessed the production of “The gopho-

mors” st the high school suditoriun:.

byt 1hose attending wero  well Te-

pald for their trouble. The produc-

tlon was & gond one, U(hers Deins

muth comedy displayed

wnd every part belng well tuken,
The atory, originally that of a col-

lege town., wis made over to fit the
local high school. Locwl character-
Igmtione were brooght In, adding much
o the Interest of the play

Earl Soyder. plaving the part of »
stir fopthiall player and hero of the

population. | Iexislature this winter fo pass u law [school, plaved his part to perfection

and won the admiration of the audi-
ence, Also Frank Enbysk, plaving
fooebull manager,

tinual mock threats and comic aotion,

The parts of Ralph Hargotr as foot-
ball capiain, Reta Ferguson and Hel-
e Mesngs as town  gofilps, Dewey
Gervals as the school dude and Ardis
Callison as a local Tooiball enthuiatst,
were alzo wel] taken.

The production, taken a2 a whole

lenn be olaseed as one of the bewt

pluye over offered by the high school
Much oredit must be given tha char
ncters and tenchers for their untiring
efforts In the practions gnd producs
Anothar play wlll e glyen n tha
near futnes by the ssime olsas that pix
-tn Inst night's produetion, The sams
prices thut waere offersd  Indt nigh

'H venin e offered so that all ma
T‘I‘"'l'1

BAKER HIH SCHOOL
BOYS START TROUBLE

BAKER, Dec, g 1] Police Chief

Juckson & investignting a disturbince
nt the high school last nlght, wheb
boys disturbed & teachers party, Janl

TUTSA, OWla, Dee, 20—Ran- tor A, D Heusley fired s shotgan, dis.
dite hold up the Skiatook  bank perdting the boyn.  Sahool Superintend-
Inst night. They =ole  thirty &0t Strange pursasd the boss Bat was
thouwsmnd dollars  and  eoeniwd Nmable o Wlentify any. It i@ Delleved
The robhery ovimrreg Gen miles [ thar posibiy one was  silghtls i
From  I¥stfnt fur

LD BOARD WITH

Mrs. W. 8. Badley Elected as|

Maloney Who Will be Absent
From City.

Pruatically the entire board of of-
flicers and trusteés of the Associated
Charitios was reslected yesterday afi-
ernoon at the annual meeting. Tha
only change was the election of Mrs
W. & Badley s a trustee to succesd
J. W. Malogey, who will be absént
from the city wll winter,

The following are the offivers and

trustees for the next year: Judge C
H. Marsh, president; J. C. Wood-
worth, vice president; Mrs. George

Rugg, secretary; H. G, Blydenstein,
treasuror; Judge Marsh Messra, Bly-
denstein, Woodworth, Jobn W. Dyor
dnd W. W. Harmah ang Mra. A, T
May, Mra, B C. Anibal, Mrs W, B
W. Rugs.

trust eod,

The report of the assoclation for
lthe fiscal year ending Dec, 1, shows
| $1813.11 spent directly and §1l4s
| npone under the supervislon of the
ussoclation. The following s the
itemized report:

Provision supplisd ...... «oi§ 18450

Fuel purchased ........... 186.20
Shoex and ClOLRING voec... 32T.70
Rallroad Tokets ... <.... 30000
Renl . ...iovnmnmnvsnransis 10.00
Agenmis' Balary ......s.--.. 230.00
Caring for Children ........ 161.08
Incidentiall ,..vsvrnsvesaese 3480

Total EXPEn®e . .......<++.§1318.11
Number of visits made by agent, ..92,
The following expenditares wers
under the supervision gf the Associat.
ed Jharities:
um for elderly ladies v....§ 646.00
Health officess ......... co. BOOR0
Canh contributions  received :

during year;
P TP R SN 115.00
Personal mmribulhmn erear 1056.28
Total . .. $1980,28
Cash on Imm‘l weur endinx =
Dec, 1. 1818 «cviivivmssrisd 7.11

The Amsociated CCharities’ aim ll to
assist all worthy poor and distressed,
| provide employment when expedient
and otherwise aid them in such ways
ns shall ba desmed judicious,

The aim also s to make [tself the
agency through which the benevolent
bodies may do thelr charity work and
In this way avold duplications,

ONE EXCEPTION

ON BORDER
CAUSING |

'TO HAVE PART IN
THE XMAS PROGRAM

One of the features of the Municl:
pal Christmas celebration here on
Saturday evening will be the [irst
appearance of the Pendleton high
school cadet corpa The full corps,
k0 strong. will drill on the streeis at
the celebration center, corner Maln
and Alta strests, befors the distribu.
tion of presénia from the tree.

The big Christmas choir ls rehsars-
ing for the wong program In connec-
tion with the celebration and for the
slnging of Christmas carols. The gift
committee has popcorn balls and
candy ready for every child in the
city and private information has been
recolved from Banta Claus stating
that he will arrive on schedule tima
behind hin reilndeer team

LOWER TONE IN
WHEAT MARKETS

THICAGO, Dee 20.—(Bpeecia] to
the Eaust Oregonlan. )—Range of
prices today,:

Open. High TLow. Clesa
Dec. JL63% 155% 153 Léa
May BSL66 147 1L81% L8

Pordand.

PORTLAND, Ore, Dec, 28.—(8pec.
{al)—Merchanty Exchange hids to-
day: Club, $1.33; bluestem, §1.37.

SMALLPOX FAILS
TO SCARE THUGS

~ PORTLAND, Dec. 20.—Disre-
gurding wmalipox  quarantine
sgms two burglars entered M. B
Miller's home. held up Mrs, Mil-
ler with n revolver and stole two
hundred doliars worth of dia-
monds  Miller, his wife and two
c¢hildren are recovering from an
uttnek of smallpox.
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WOMEN ACT AS SIGNALMEN IN ENGLAND
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Among the many oerupations | of
which women have adopted since the
wir b n b that of rallroad sgna

i This phit wi the wife

graph sh

MRS FERBER IN'SIGNAL BOX'

EINR e SER

n moldier doing duty
man.

as a signul-
Waomen also have tukepn many
poritians as streel cur ponductors and
much of the work in the
English ammuy

are doing

nition fad eries

OR PURPOSE OF
15 DISINTEGRATION

Trustee in Place of J. W, P H. S. CADET CORP

General Scott Under Cross Ex-
amination Says Continued
Police Duty Service Would
Break Up Systam.

MAKES SWEEPING GRITCISH

t'ruu [mmexiiale RHig [ncroass of the
General Szaff; Present Number Des
clarey Piifully Inadequate.

WASHINGTON, Dec, 30 —Repre.
sentative Anthony of Kansas in

cross examining Genera] Hugh Beott,
intimated the militia waa kept on the
burder for police duty for the pur-
pose of causing disiniegration. The
charge was mude befors the house
milltary affalrs committee.

He asked, “Wouldn't such an oners
ous gervice causeé a disintegration of
the volunleer force!?”

“You

“It it was planned to cause the
downfall of the militia system, could
& better meuns be devised?”

Scott replied: "“The bonder guard
Is In the country's service for the
protection of Lvea'

Despite a terrific grilllng, Scott re-
miined firm in his swesping denun-
ciation of the militia system. He maid:

aystem tog severely,

He urged an immediate big Increass
of the general saff and mid the prea-
ent staff was pitifully Inadequate.
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HALIFAX, December 20, —Captain
l‘hnﬂ‘um anel sy sallors of the
Amerioan schooner  Willlam  Mason
re belleved to have perished.. The
'ship disppeared n & storm  on the
Atlante Int  woek,  Two  bodies
stramdey here, The wschoonir was
throe masted of four hundred  sud
five tons

ENPLOVES WIL &6T
FNE YOAS CHECKS

Local Telephone aml  Telegraph
Workers 1o Dimw Genorous QIS (n
Shape of salary Bouls,

Employes of the Pacific Telephons
& Teegruph Co.. In thiw city will re.
celve & Christmas gift rrom the com
pany in the shape of & generows sa!
ary bonus
| Manager Mable was this morning
notified thut the cuompany officiule
bad authorized him to present all
employes of the company, who have
been In the ssfvice a ysar or 0o
and who draw jeca than §§00 a year
with & check th  thre
f Weeks" Balary Etployvis whno

hava
i (ER n the service beiwoen Lhte
ponths and 4 voulr wl gol 4 lwu
I Fmpluyes wiy
¥ a Ir [y e
nat PropOriionaiely e

ptaller o ioyen

oot of the locu
tors who draw $a.4e
have bteen In the servie a
et a check for more thun $25

| Two years ago "he company gave (L8
employes [Tee Mk and
fits angd last year guve
the privilege of purchaning P T & T
BOck Al par

| Manager Dalfympiv ¢

weekly and whi

war wil

dimth bhene

L s ployes

f the Wostafn

Unton also recsived word ymstorday
of a profitaharing Chrisimas for ame-
ploved of Dha'  edm i Toe ull ™o
eolving lesa than Bizan u YERT. &
cheek ogulvilent o ssven per tenl of
the Anntal slars wij] be given wol
thore whise sinr: Iy ghoye §l30) wi

gt 5 slx per 0w S
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