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.. The Last Steps in the Formation of First Oregon Government -
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By Hobert Cardton Olark. cisfonn] government for Oregon. I, cors; the third In TR41 wilh the plac- north of the Columbia and Rs resi-{ was mofe Important a polditical unlon| which had furnished mesns of trans , There was a manifesl advantage o
In & Istter dited August 30, 1846 Wi be the purpose ol this pupwr ) ine of the govirnment of & more de. | deniy were brought nto the hounds|of the people wottlod notth and south | portation fromi the Columbla to their| these setiliTe (0 have (he cotupany In
written. by Dr John' Meloughiln give an account of (he motlves leanding Enite canxtiivtfanil bax {1 whi noi of the lfunt state. The story of this| of that river The settlors narth of |.---w homes, or had boen gjyen f?“!l-'-il-‘rpnl‘uh'“ with them In o ¢ompmon
: to this step. - et movernent will be rélated here. | the Columbls: conmituted, for  the for foed to Lde them ovet the win-| government. 1t would nor deem sueh
PRISE factar oCIEANGR TNy Ciom ety in & former papet by this writer hawevwr, nniil 1844 that the Iritish At thé time of the orguniontion in | mowt peet. thoss directly conneated ter monthe and for seed o plant :hr‘m. alien and hos=tile Do Vb L b inae
al Yandouver, he unyk; "We ?lu‘-'l-‘|._||p.-uru.u the Qu:u'h-ri-\' the moves | and Cunndiun citizens, resident In the | 1841 of the Providonsl Government|with the Hodson's Bay Company and | first crope  Muny of thess porhapaito ertsh out their very ctistenes
Jieided tn the Wit and: requasts "r.““'l!l leding to the formation of a|Willamwtte Villey were brought jntg for Oregon Tarritory by the settlers|in ity emplo about iwo hundred in owed thelr very Hves 16 the gemurosity | A third ohjeet of anjon would e
the respectable part of the people In| government tor Oregon was desceibs | the tnloin By this fourth step u gov-| 07 thie Willumette Valley, mosi of| number—uand those whoe had  been of Dr. Meloughline Not all of theni | found in the inflvence and control
this country of Britleh and Amerlean| g go far as it had taken place down | ermmen »-ml:-r:u:lnn all  the inhabl- Whom were of Amerlein extraction. | breaght into the oountry under the| weTe grateful for such hedp, and Hu-f-immmuuml ty the Hudson's Py Cani-
otigin by uniting with them in thel,. the wlection of officers in May, | tants and comprisiog all the tervitory | 1o nttempl was wade to give a defi- | direction of the Cumpuny and whe | was compluiot against the company | pany over the howtiie Indlans  that
farmation of a provialonal and tems{i1xgs. 1 was there shown that thefrouth of the Colmbia River wos eq. | Dite northern pounidury to the werrl-|recognized A eertaln menxure of au-|that It was & monopoly and WAR N0t were tn wme extent a mrriaos tee the
porary government Waving for it obs| jrul of the steps in this movement | whlished. 10 was not. however, until Lory over which Ws Jurtsdietlos wauk| thorlty and control by its  offieials | slways fair in ite dealings. Yot foe- | Willamette settlomont.  The cominn
Ject the protection of Hfe and probs | hag been tiken in 1835 when the Ame | the nexe yeur and by means of @ |.pq.'lu extend Oregon tertitory wiis to | The Provislonal Government ecould ! ing o rexl situation they Were com- | traded widely with the thdinne and
e 48 eriean element eloctid mokistrates for| cinl sereement with  the  Hudson's inelude all the region south of the seureely hoape to compel from thess pelled to recognize themiflves oco- | had secured a certaln measurs uof in-
The wit hare Qeseribed constiiutin | themmelves, the second In 1841 by| Puy Company officinis and by farme. northetn boundary of the United! jeaple obediencse to |ta laws. 1t wos | omically depandent upen it and were | flusnce over them It had shown no
thie dast step In the formution of 4 pro-| the election of o lafiger body of ul'l"l-I ing 0 Hew constitation that the reglon| Stutes,  The obvious intentlon Was (o, the better part of valot and wisdom | not inelined to refuss the facilities it Imu;_mqltlul". o turn  thewe  Indiany
uvold giving offense to the Hudmon's| g pecure trom them alide by peaceful | offered Indeeid the presence of lh-'l:uzlllnlrt the Americanm, but [t wa
— — - = Pay Combany whioh had extendlve | persunsion n recognition of Its ad- | Audsan’s Bay Company with ita thor-| manifestly to their Interest o have
— W lond-hokings  aronnd Vanconves -!Tl'l'thv-l'ﬂ 16 form with them a definlta | ough organieation for kespine In eom- 4 positive Influinoe exe riod apon thass
= | elspw here along the north bank of thelunlon.  This Lkt met in the making | minic ution with the outside world | Indians to keep the peace, This de
Columbin  River The following ¥ear|of the Provistonsl Government of | Was o great blessing to the early colo- | sigable object was more certain to be
1864, after an understanding had been | Oreion wan sccpmplished in August, | lst, however grudgingly they msY|secured If the company becamne & dn-
1 [reached with the French-Canadian | by n formal agreement entered | have recosnized its value. By means| figjee part of the organization respon.
People are LOOklng and wther British subjects by means | ipto hetween the leglkdutive body aet-fof It they sent and recelved latters | yibje for maintsining order in the Ore.
of which they were Broukht into thel jng on hehpdf of the people of the|from thalr friends in the sast |'|llrm territory.
Provisional Government, & new lt‘¢’|"| Wiltamette Vulley and the officialy of | earved as a clenring house for eom A fourth and perhaps the IU".\I'IMP
']'\ . . Intive committee meetiig  In June| the Hudson's Bay Company spesking|mercial paper, its stores of manufac: of g1) the motives Jeading the Provie-
f h S passed n law definltely  fixing  the| for the prople to the narth of the Co- | tured goods were alwavs complete. | junnl Gavernment to peek u unlon with
Or ls ]gn Columbia River as the northermost| lumbia and it was ready to accept thelr sur- | yhe Hudeon's Bay Company wos Uthist
Al limiy of the werritory. Though a sec- On the side of the mhabitants of | Plus grain. [ta milla ground the flour |
‘l ond session of the sams body meet-| the Willamette Valley, beyond which needed by the variouk , settlementa. {Continued on Page 18.)
! ing in December of the same 3087 | the authority of the existing govern-
after new men had arrived  from| ment could not be thought really to
LOWE BROTHERS I ‘r across the Rockies with a report of' extand, there was a strong desire for °
“ the palitienl eampaign In the United xn understanding with the Hudson's
~lll s L PMNT || ]| States and the democratic party's Pay Company that would secure its
. . 1
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champlonship of the elaim to Ore-
gon with I slogan “Fifty-four, forty
or fight,” passed another aet making
the northern boundary line the paral.
1el of fifivefour degreea and forty
minutes north latitude, no  attempt
wan then made to organize the reglon
north of the Columbia or In any Way
to extend u definite jurisdietion. Tha
bolder spirits among the: Americans
might be inclined to lay clalm to con-
trol over the whole of the Oregon re-
| mion, yet until the Hudson's Bay
Company through its officlals recog-
nized the authority of the Provislonal
Government over themselven and the
territory under their contral such as-
sertions were without prictical effect
Indeed. until the British eitizens
within the Willamette Valley had
| given alleglance to the new govern-
ment it was without authority over
them. There were men among the
Americany, cooler headed and moare
maoderate;, who reallzed the desira-
bility of securine the consent of those
whom they would govern. The Fov.
|'ﬂ'il'l'lﬂ1! of 1842 had proven ineffec-
i tive so long us the French-Canadians,
|‘conwtituting as they did. a compaot
body of settlement on the lower Wil-
lamptte pralrie. and other Britikhers
held nloof. Tn 1844 thess had, by
peacefiul means permiadead that their
own hest Interesta wonld be served,
besn brought intn the unlon, Now to
camplete thik unjon territorially the
| region north of the Columhbla needed
ll-l be Includod, and to secure what

A Narrative of the Pre-Territorial Days by Robert Carlton Clark; Published in the Oregon Historical Quarterly.

suppert. Those that thought of them-
suives ns subjects of Great Britain
ware for the most part retired serv-
ants of the company and accustomed
to look to It for direction; - This, ls
shown by the faet that they had
Joined the new organization at the be-
hest of Dr. John MecLoughlin, its ohief
official at Vancouver, This element
could not immediately divorce iteelf
from & long hablt of obedience and
subservience. To secure itaelf (rom
pomsible attnck or sibmergence and
from encroachment on itx land by
the ever-swelllng tide of restless Am-
oricans It had been persuaded to jaoin
with them in supporting 4 govern-
ment, but by this act they wire not
won away from allegiance to the com-
pany and would consider a tnion that
included that powerful organiztion a
better guarantee of their own secur-
iny;

The second factor that made for
unlon from the side of the Provision.
Al government itself was the econn-
mie union that really existed between
the Hudson's Bay Compuany and the
Willamette Valley. The settiers of
this reglon were very lureely depend.
ent upon the company for the mer-
chandize thev neesded and as  pur-
chasers of such surplus agricultural
products as they had for sale. Dur-
ine this year 15845 the Willamette
Valley wns expected to have 50,000
hushelg of wheat tn market,

Many of the Americans had re-
telved assistance from the company,
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20 inch cylinder 30 inch separator 12 or 14 foot cut.
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bilitys low cost of up-keep and the ultimate low cost of harvesting grain.
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