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It’s America’s Yellow Gold That Gilds

SRS TR . . .

It=Story of Sisal'is Story of Binder
\Twine—Inquiry at Washington Means
Many Millions to U. S. Farmers.

By Charles M. Carroll

Ha Co.

O the Agricaltaral Ext 4!

VEN p.w, aRer g tragie time of
E politieal  turmbll  Wbec  has
brourky »' the rost of Mealoo
‘0 geor. al? Tu one State of the un-
inppy republic recuning prosperods—
taroff Yooatar down utder the sweat-
g troplos, on s lowdying, sy
dronched peninsulis upthrust from Lsthe
minn America belween the Guif aml
e Caribbean's turquoise blue.  For
e thing, Yucatan i romote from
e seate of govertment tiat aro the
cenes of revolt and raplio; for the
sher thing, It bas betogues—and
senequen i gold, the “green goid of
Yucatan."
Hetvguen'n  other s slsal,
which is easler to say, You cant |
vary woll pilspropoutice thai nmew; It
sopnds an it looks, In Yuciaten sieal |
vro%s In st sbuntssee and of ao gx
wllence mot yobt approached In any
ther land. It fa the world'n clilel
vource of slsal supply, Beven-¢ighths
uf Yucatan's export trady s in sisal,
1ares fourths of Its pepniation of 300,
00-and-odd people ke thelr living
aom
| Nor 15 it & pinched and narrow liv-
fng, an far us Agures go —uol, ab lonst,
for the algnl planiery Our swn rois
tively populods Callforiin, for exam-
ple, takes pride =nd retite wnd some
of ite prosperity out of the §20,000.000
A yoar that its mines produce (oo pale
vellow gold. The eisdl of Nidle Yues
an, with only suough peiple 1o mako
n falrsized Amoerican city, returned
better than that feur years ago and
lan done much better sluce, Aécord-
Ing to the Maxican year buok, t'e slsal
exports of Yocatan In (912 amodated

nkie

to §21,430,08). The Unlted Stutes oug-
verly absorba victunlly wil the sisal that
Yueatan can sond up from sleaplily
busy Progreso—the world’s greatest
wlaal port, and Yuestan's only roal part
of commerce—in the cliunky freight
ore Lthat carry this rick snd dsliquo
trade.

It is the yellow gold of the Amerl
it farmer, the caab froin Lis golden
wheat and other grains, that gilds the
green gold of Yucatan” For sisal
liber |6 essential to the Arerican apin-

rs, who must turt oul somclbing
Ake' 150,000 tous of binder twine a

Mir to be fed Inte the harvesting
winchiines that gather the graln crop
of Americn—1be machines that have
mids wheaton broad the food of the

(world wnd e cheapest thing we buy;
litiat  binve  minde  America  ag lansd
nl planty. whe granory of the world,
lund that meep il proples '

gverswhare [ron  golng
hungry Wiseel hinfde
Itwine, hurvesling  mw

chines eould not bo uwed;
and 6 per cent of Amer
fea's  binder twine i
jmade from tho wisal of
{tropical Yucatan
Milllons of doilars have
mecn apent i aearch for a
subatitute fbor (or s
Wiregraes, flax, pan
apd many different fAbers
have boon  expensively
trind and found wanting
Manila bewp—the abach

{of the Philippines—is the only othor |
Mbor that will adoquately serve I

wlond of misal; aud Manils, B8 ey
frnll it In the trade, In top costly. 1t
{10 & bottar flber thin slaal for rope ani
cordage, but typhoan damage, o seur
!clty of ocean tonuags, .Iujanu'u ETOW:
{ing domand, and (ke wastime stortage
ot wire ropo. have combined 1o wend
Manila up and keep It up.  Aleo, rich
{little Yueatan (s our noxt-door neigh
\bor—with Progreso only six hundrod
milea from rail-end at San Francisco,
S0 sisal stays master of (he twine
market and Yucatan gueens it over
ulsnl,

‘ Smoothly balled, neatly baled and
| oordied, each ball ticked with the mak-
| or's guarantss of 500 feet to the pound,
.the sisal of Yucstan comes to the
i;rll.nldﬁl of Americh, You—nssum:

fng that you are a furmer—order what
twine you think you'll need and get it;
the neatly corded bales ure tossed out
to you. - There I8 nothing in the me
chanlcal evenness of its winding, in
s freedomn from knot and imperfoc-
tion or Iy Ita warm brown tone Lo BUg
gost "grevn gold” or to hint at the
enlorful tale that nowinds between the
Yuontan sisal Aeld wud the American
fermer. A ball of Awmerican binder
Ewitte 18 as maple as & pound of sugsr
—und ns prosaic.

Now and then you may have read
In your newspaper that there (8 some
kind of an Inguiry afoot at Washing-
ton & to Yucatan slsal—some talk of
i wmonopaly; of riging prices of the
fiber; of the oppressed und poverty-
smitten planters of Yueatan: of wit-
nessos with Epanldb-seoming names
telling of thelr struggles to make a
living. You may huve tried to match
up these brief. vague and apphtently
polotlens repurts with totimations in
yvour farm journals that “bitder twine
oguing up,” but it all sesms far off
and unimportant

But {f you could have dropped inon
mutie of the seskions of & Scaste Sub
cammittes at Washington during the
lant fow wecks yoo would have heard
things to open your eyes and nwaken
your interepl —your seilinterest

The room 18 thet of the Sennte Com-
mittee on Agriculture und Foresiry,
Thure its a Subeommittey of Sena-
tors—Hansdell of Louisiaua, as chalr-
man, LGronne from the great whoat
ntate of North Dakota and Wadsworth
of Imperial New York. They are Ine
quiring Into the matter of the lmporta-
tion of sisal and ita sule in the Ubnited
States. Dy tho slow, patient process
of examinution and crossexamination
the three Senntors are gotting down
to the answir of the sharp and perys-
nent quory from Amoerica’s ngriculs
ture WHY I8 PRINDER TWINE
HIGHER? HOW MUCH HIGHER I8
IT GOING?

Thn senate syubeommitiee's [nguiry
bigan February 17, 1916, and wint
on lttermitteatly for about ten days
of actual testimony taking. March 27
wis (he dnte set for the resumption of
the hearing. Up to thig writing almokt
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all the witnesses have been Lhose
called by the Yucatah governmont
siEal monapoly.
term it that, for the et of an atisos
lute monopoly is freely admitted by
those who control it and profit by it
They lean back on the plea that they
are safe from prosecution or Intor
ference under the Sherman antltrist
law because the sisal combluation,
though fizanced with American money,

It (s foir enough 10'

was formed in Yucatan and not in the

United States
Littio direct

tostimony has been

Beard from the gide of the Americana

who must pay all

profits,

tigation's first phane,

the moanopoly's

On the last duy of the Inves

however, one

withess for the farmors woas heard-—
Warden Frank 8. Taltott of the Notth

Dukota Stato prison,
his tentimony he said:

In the course of

A “poor planter’’

of Yucatan directs
ing the transporta-
tion of sisal leaves
to the decorticat-
ing mill.

The
Finiched
Product

of
Yucatan
Sisaf —
A Ball

of

American
H_;'rm':r

Twine

"And | want to {mpress upon

you, in this testimony, thsl al-

tiough | am reprosenting eur M-

tle  fnstitution and the twine

plunt, that the big guestion is the
amoint of twing conaiimed by the
farmers of that state and what
it will ‘mean to theri. You can
fizure what it will mean. If it

I8 two dents mwore this yonr, 0t

means o half million dollars out

of the pockets of tho farmers of

North Dakota stone. £ any or

ganleation, witbout attrmpting to

dny who, or what, or under whit
eoitrol, bas & monopoly upen sisal
fiber, should say, “We will want

¥Ou Lo psy & cont mors next year,

evory time that they ruise the

price of sigal Hber it costs the

farmer o copt, and It cosls the

ftarmers of tate of North Da-

Eotn tor of 8 il

lare. There Is no question about

thnt.

There I plenty ol evidencs to Dhe
nad in support of (hat elear statenient

il ) val for

From s £ nboug
thirty-five ul ]
try of Y il

an opelt ma b outil Inat
price wns fixed hy the nw
L mand Motha, the i

tamn, wan the world's sizal murket

uf the Mg producers built ware
- divohs and spur trachs and
In addition o lumidling

d nports

i 8
8 gl=al. The Induostry flour-
[he planlations widensd, Fromy
bules tn 180 the exposls grow
T ENE2 linles o 1914 The plant-
ers grew rich. In Paris d othar
pleasure ploces of Europe somte of

thom came (o be known as e “hene-

Quite logleally, there wore sttomnte
to el th Kot arifdein

i OF YARIOUR $51148 W e il
to regiiiate the dustry, Bt the
rompl wWOre neYer mie tnnn il
ferontly success(il. In 1013 Gite of Lt
inst legtalatures that sat o Yueatan
creatod the Comiglon Reguladorg el

Meroudo de HMenequen, which in, in
Englizh. commission for the regulntion
of the sisal market—ar “Regulsting
Committee,” as It Is generally culled
in the United States.

But not until the summer of 1615 did
the Regnlating Conmiites come to con-
sequence and power. The governmen-
tal tirmoll of Mexico had at lIast
spread o faroff, prosperous Yucatan,
Rapld seone shifting of politics and
reshuffling of the cards had put In ab

solute power Gen, Salvndor Alvarsdo,
L]

military commander and governor of
Yucainn by virtue of the wppolniment
of First Chisl Venustiano Cursanszi
Under Governor .J.Zi.wrad‘-) the reu-
ting comiclites obtoined a 100 per
cenit control. The open markot for slasl
hurd and fast. New Yor'y
ofllocs wi opened by the Commit-
Noj ar eould gell, snd mo eon-
simer eould buy, exespt throogh the

Heguinting Commiitt
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Bur it rock an Awmerican, a8 railrond

ma R
man ol

vatin, 1o see the wiy to an
e monepely—to a
‘green gold of Yu
his man catie back home
i !11 found hias ope 1
e two bunk
i wenlthy droam ps he saw
with him Jeft oiit, H4 led
thiem to e, Victor A, Reodow, a Y
iotig resident in the United

State ernor Aivarado; and
then the raiiroud man faded sway Inlo
the background with o minor Job undor
the Pap-American Comutssiot Corpo-
ration

By Novotaber {4

At o

I the sienl manan
Fiag tha sisnl monop-

oly wns compt b ) ot

the marliot comimolied, (o i tace |

I 1 and 1. by 1 i
Lo [ il B | {

ATY. L { A
rado. w [ |

L ucatan Ihat Is the Yl 1 |
Lhe monopols

e On the Amerlesn end s & Bnancit
company, composed of @ few bur
and thelr associalos It i the Mo

Amertean Commission Corporaticon, Lie
handiwork of (he New Orlexus ba
arg 1o whom the Amerd iir
than took his dream. It bhus $1

ocnih eapitul, with §1.00000 pommon
stock pald for by the trunsfer of «
contract which the New Utleats bank
ers hind secured from the Hegulating
Committee. In return lor (13 guara
to Ond such Touns as way b Do
te move the slugl « h
wirehoused (o

the Un

gsecurity and with interest at currend
markst rates, the Corporation takes &
bonus commission that will yield 1§
from $400,000 to $1.000.000 a year—4@+
| to 100 per cent a year on its casly.
capital. i

0f course the monopoly has put up |
the price of sisal. From an average

-

of L% cents por pound it bas wiresdy
Fone to 7% cents. An agent of the
Regulating Committec has been (uote
éd us stating that it wounld be & cente
& pound by July 1st, 1916, The mans
aier of the gulating Committes In
the United Stures {3 o recond as says
ing thel Be end his assoclates conld
meke e price 10 cents & pound if
they saw Gt

And  binder twine prices have
climbad with the pr Thas
& levitulls, Tl . ghts
infl compe twike manufacturersy
inclyding oight Stats prisons  None

of (bem tekos or cun (ake more thag
an aulacturing profit out
|of b Tie consumer—the
ity Ilu::‘a( pay tha ine
it amounts to from
oot this yeur, whag

i tall,
1 §
Selle
nory
if the

smahla
OUATHE T

ol St
| Americun

A0 CAT

that s why the thr
ufwindiug th
Liw facts
nopoiy that takes all e

I oul of the Unlied Stul and
nireass of lta profite out Ty
roschied pocket of Me A - |
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i Two
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