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A Real Story of How a Local Finto Pony Vanquish

There have been many races In

war, he concluded to know for him-

and around -Pendleton, races ‘which' self how the speed of the two horses

are both historic and romantie, for
in the early days this was a great
racing center, but it is doubtful if

vould compare,
He thought, as thousands of other
white men have, that it would be no

there has ever been such a thrilling ' larm to cheat an “injun,” no matter

and such a wonderful race ns 'was
run awny buck In the frontler epoch
between a spirited and groomed thor-
oughbred from the cast and a gentle
and ugle little pinto Indlan pony.

No less an authority than A. B.
Meacham tells of the race in his
book “Wigwam and Warpath” pub-
lished In 1876. Mr, Meacham settled
in this county in 1863 at & place
called Lee's Encampment and now
known as Meacham. Later he was
appointed superitnendent of Indlan
affairs for Oregon. Here s his story
of the famous race between the
horses of How-lish-wam-po, chief of
the Cayuses, and Joe Crabbe, the
trader:

Umatilla 18 known to be a great
eountry for horses. T doubt If any-
whare on the continent there can be
found horses of greater speed or pow-
ers of endurance,

hy what means,

There In a general bellef that In-
dinna sleep when thelr eyes are open,
speclally just before daylight.

Sending a careful trusty man to
fget the Indlan horse, leaving another
In his place, he led hls own out on
the pralrie and made a few trials of
speed with the two. The result was
satisfactory. He found hat his horse
was able to distance the other.

How-llsh-wam-po, Was lhe owner
of two horses very nearly allke, one
the racer, the other half brother to
him but not so fleet. They were
“pinto"" —uapotted
ception was complete,

The Indiap horses are never sla-
bled, groomed, shod or grain fed.
Thelr syvatem of tralning differs from
# white man's very much, After a
race s agreed upon, the animal is
tled to o stake or tree and if he Is

How-lish-wampo, chlef of the Cay-
uses, ls the owner of several thousand
horaes. He 18 a stout bullt man, has |
dark complexion, wears his hair Jultl
clear of his shoulders, and is now |
past middle age (about 1871). He
s the owner of a horse with which
he has challenged any and
sporting man In the country.

One party imported a horse for,
the express purpose. He made known
his desire, and he, too, scon found|
opportunity for an Investment The
preliminariea were arranged, and tha]
rice to be run over the Indian race-|
course, whlch was located on the
boltom lands of the Umatilla river!
(Just south of the present site of the |
ARPNCY), emooth level turf, over two
and one-half miles In length.

At one end of the course a post |
was planted, round which the racers!
were to turn, and come back to the!
starting polnt, making a distance of

fat, they starve him down, giving him
only water. If, however, he Is In

good condition, they lead him out lnl

gruss, an hour or so, each day and
at night fall they run him over the
COUrse,

In this Instance, the half brother

left unguarded, with the hope that
Crabb would steal hilm out, and try
his speed. Sure enough, he fell into
the trap that How-lish-wam-po set
for him. The real race horse was
miles away, under proper training.
The fame of this wonderful winner
had spread far and wide, g8 did the
news of the approaching contest

horses, #o the de-|

sanddles, pistols, kmives and all kinda
of personal effects, are thrown Into
a common heap and tled together.

As the starting hour approaches,
two judges are elected—one a white
mun and one Indian. But two are
required, mince the horses run out,
turn the stake, and come back to the
starting point. The first horse to
get home ls the winner. No account
s made of the start, each party de-
pending on his shrewdness to get the
better In this part of the race,

Indlans are enthusiastic gamblers,
#nd have a certain kind of pride, and
to do them justice, honor, as well, in
conducting their races, No disputea
ever arise among themselves, and
seldom with white men,’ growing out
of misunderstundings, elther about
starting or the outcome. They tuke
gides with their own people always,
4nd bet when the chances are
ugainst them, from pride,

The prevailing ldea that they are
always cool and stolcal Is not cor-
rect. They become very much excit-
led at horse races, but not generally
| until the race begins, While the pre-
| iminaries are belng arranged, they
1 ure serlous, even solemn looking fel-
| lows and with great dignity come up
with the money to bet. “Capable of
| dissembling,” 1 should think they
were, from the cool face of How-llsh-
{ wum-po, when the money Is being
! pounted out by the hundreds in twen-

‘ hundfuly of twenties. One could not
| have detected the sligntest twinkle
| in hix eve. or other sign that he knew
that Joe Crabb had stolen his horse
und run him secretly, Cool, calm,
erm-m as If he were saying muass,
| the chleftaln came up and handed
his money to the stake-holder, while
| numeous bets were being arranged

How How-Lish Wampo Won His

ed a T-hotoughbud-

every | was tled up and put in tralning and | ty dollar gold pleces, not a few, but|

|

|

When the morning agreed upon ar-| , .. o, (he other Indians an) white !

rived, the grounds leading to the val-
ley of Umatilla gave full proof of the
intercet of the people of Pendleton
and surrounding country had taken
In the Important affair,

men. Horses were wagered and tlea
together, and led away. Many a fel-
low had brought extras with him, for
the express purpose of gambling, ex-
pecting of course to take home twice

*The race course 'hllch Ilhlve de- 1o number In the evening,
scribed was parallel with a Jow range 1
{of grassy hills, that rose by gontle | b( "‘b:hh:dl cnnﬂt:ed f::: Sl
Joe Crab (mentionea elsewhere in | slopes from the valley to an altitude | *Pout 0N Vit 0- 8 '
thls story) the owner of the imported  of from fifty to one hundred feet. | : sl
horee, had been present at » os Long before the time for the raon.l':?.' ':: ‘::‘“';’: :::_"';“::“;;‘:‘l hzh:;:
months previous, when How-lish-| carriages, bugkies, wagons and horses| U100 AU S By e naian's
wam-po had permitted hls horse to| might be seen standing on the hills I“ e 3 e M it it i
be beaten; and as he had measured | or driving over the' green :w:rd.: “r"l':’l‘” | N d
the distance, marked the time, and| while a great motley crowd, on foot '
subsequently tested the speed of his| and on horseback. ' This= thing ieaked out and was com-
horee with the winner on that occa- The Indlans were In their gala-day| I'Elunlt.‘nlfd from one to another.
slon, he, of course, hal a “dead! dress—paints, feathers, long halr, Some pretty good men who were not
thing." red blankets: In fact it was a dress necustomed to betting, became anx-
The white men ¢ame with groom | parade for white and reld men, too. |lous to win a pony or two and lald
and riders, baking a camp near the The manner of betting at an Indian | WAgers with the Indlans,
Indlan villege, standing guard over| race differs somewhat from affairs, The trick that Crabb had played
hils own horse to prevent accident |of the kind among white men. One Was finally made known to How-
The Indians were not so careful of| man ia selected as o stake holder for|llsh-wam-po. He and his people
their own horme: at least Joe Crab!all moneys. Horses that are waged | Were cooled down, and seemed anx-
thought they were not and since ev-|are tied together and put under the lous to have the race come off be-

blanke | fore more betling was done,
erything s falr In gambling as In|care of Indlan boys. Coats, blan ts, This BAGe the Whlle  isan thale

Ian:lou and they urged, boostel and

ridiculed, untll, in manifest despera-
tion, the Indians began to bet again,
and the noble white man generously
took advantage of the Indian’'s hot
blood, and forced him to make many
bets that he appearsd to shun.

The horses were brought out to
start, and while the imported horse
of Carbb's looked every inch a racer,
the other stood with head down, a
| rough, hard looking. uncouth brute,
that appeared then to be a croas be-
tween ox and horse,

The presence and Appearance of
| the horses were the signal for an-
| other charge on the Indians, and &
few white friends they had, who,
having learned from the chief the
itruth of Crabb’s trick, came In sym=-
! pathy for the Indian, to his rescue.
} Money, coats, hats, saddles, plstols,
pocket Knives, cattle, horses and all
|k1ndn of property, were staked on
the race,

The Indians in thelr apparent des-
peration, drove up another band of
ponles, and In madness wagered them
also,

Those of my readers who are ac-
!custumad to exhibitions around “falr
grounds” on days of “trials of apeed,”
may have some |dea of the sceme 1
am trying to describe, except that few
of them have ever seen 8o many horses
tied together, and so large a pile of
coats, blankets and saddles, as were
F| staked upon this occasion,

When the final starting time came,
a pure minded, Innocent man would
have felt great pity for the poor, de-

a little over flve miles and a guar-
ter

The Store that Advertises |Pendleton
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The Rexall Store
Rexall Service

Rexall Quality

The Pendleton Drug Co.

OUR PLUMBING
NEVER. BUCKS

We use the best materials and employ the

most competent

plunibers. When we install plumbing it is installed to render you
serviee and not to bring you grief.

Plumbing and Steam Heating Plant Contractors

No job too large nor too small for us to handle and handle satisfactorily. Following are
a fow jobs just completed by ns—all giving perfect satisfaction and not a kick registered to
date: ’

0+~W, R. @ N, PENDLETON DEPOT,
0.-W. R. & N, BAKER DEPOT

PENDLETON HIGH SCHOOL,

A QUELLE RESTAURANT AND ROOMING HOUSE
MRS, W, 8, BYERS RESIDENCE. WM, M'CORMMACH RESIDENCE,

GUS LOPONTAINE RESIDENCE, HENRY SCHULTZ RESIDENCE.

A large and up-to-date line of fixtures always on hand. Let us fignre with you,

'BEDDOW @& MILLER

Pendleton’s only exelusive plumbers,

Conrt and Garden Streets, Phone 209
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secrel | was to serve him for a bridle, and

|in his right a small bundle of dried
and advised them to go In, and win| willows,

l

Race

—_lj

jected looking Indlans, at the sight
of thelr faces, now full of anxiety;
and, certainly, the pinto, who stood
so unconcerned, on which they had
staked so much, did not promise any
hope; while his competitor was strip.
ped of his blanket, disclosing a nice
little jockey paddle, and silver mount-
ed bridle, his whole bearing Indicat-
ing his superiority,

His thin nostrils, pointed ears, and
arched neck, sleep coat, and polish«
ed limbs, that touched the ground
with burnished steel, disdaining to
stand wtill, while his gayly dressed
rider, with white pants tucked inte
embellished boots with silver-plated
spurs; on his head a blue cap, and
with crimson JjacKet, was being
mounted, requiring two or three ex-
perta to assist, so restless was the
fine thoroughbred to throw dirt into
the eyes of the sleepy-looking Indiap
horse, which stood unmoved, uncov-
ered, without gaddle or bridie, or
anvthing save a smal| hair rope on
his lower jaw, his coat rough and ill-
looking.

On his right stood the little Indlap
boy, with head close shaved, a blan-
ket around him, and to all appear-
ances unconsclous that anything un-
Usual was expected,

The oiner rigerg horsse was mak-
Ing furlous plunges to geL away.
How-lish-wam-po was in no hurry, |
really. Indeed things were going very
much to the satisfadtion of that dls-
tinguished Individual,

He was willing to sce the other
man's horse chafe and fret—the more |
the better; and he cared nothing for
the sponge that was used to molsten |
the mouth of the great gacer. |

Look away down the long line of|
white men and Indlans; and on thel
low hllls above, see the crowd ea;eri
to witness the first jump, |

The chief gives a qulet signal to|
the Indlan boy. The blanket drop-|
ped from the boy's shoulders, and a;
vellow skinned, gaunt, looking sprite|
bestrode the Indian horse,
in his left hand the halr rope, that

holding i

Presto! The stupld looking brute
is instantly transformed Into a beau-
tiful animated racer. His eyes
seemed almost human. His ears did
not droop now, but by their qulck
alternate motion gave signs of readl-
ness, together with the stamping if
his feet, slowly at first, but faster and
more impatient the moment it was
intimated he might go. And the oth-
er wis making repeated efforts to es-
cape, his masters maneuvoring for the
advantage,

The little Indlan boy managed hia
horse alone as the chief gave him
quiet signs. Three times had they
come up to the scratch without a
start. Crabb seemed now very so-
licitous abeut the race. 1 think,
probably, he had by this time found
the “hornet in his hat;” at all events
he was pale, and his rider exhibited
signs of uneasiness.

At lenkth thinking to take what
western sportsmen call a “bulge,” he
sald, “Ready”—"Go,” ssaid the little
Indian boy; and away went twenty
thousand dollars in the heels of the
Indian horse, twenty feet ahead be-
fore the other crossed the mark, mak.
ing the gap wider at every bound.
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The New Pendleton Harrow

A New and Efficient Innovation

The above eut shows the harrow with the
teeth in the vertical position. With the teeth
in this position the harrow may be used for all
purposes that the common harrow is nsed.

The harrow is made of steel throughout and
thoroughly braced. The teeth are made of
Cambria toe steel. Each section ents approx-
imately five feet. Madé by the Pendleton
Tron Works under the personal supervision
of the inventor,

The above cut shows the same harrow with

the teeth set with a “side slant,” thus con-
verting the harrow into an ideal weeder, The
testimony of every farmer now using this
weeder-harrow is that it is the most efficient
weeder ever devised. Several hundred of
these harrows are now in use and every user
is a booster,

Price $12.00 per section, f. 0. b. Pendleton,

THE “PENDLETON”"

Draft Equalizer, or
Hitch
(Akers Patent)

The chief advantage that we claim for this
equalizer |s its simplicity In construction, hav-
ing fewer working parts than any other equal-
fzer on the market. Another very Important
feature is the absclute safety (as will be seen
in cut 3), thus eliminating the danger of in-
Juring animals by getting entangled as is a
common occurrence with all other equalizers
on the market. This feature makes it possible
to place the sections fourteen inches closer to-
gether, or nearly the length of one team on a
thirty-two horse hitch, thereby getting each
series of animals pearer the load, and will
lighten the draft In proportion. This principle
is used in constructing equalizers for any num-
ber of horses, strung out from two t elght
abreast, and is constructed of the best of seas-
oned hickory which guarantees good service
Price list on request.

AKERS' PATENT DRAPER CLAMP

(Akers Patent)

Rear view of the Pendleton Equalizer,

The breaking and pulling off of Draper sticks causes a great
deal of delay and Is quite expensive. With the Akers clamp, it
is impossible to pull them off and if a stick should break it can
be easily spliced in a very few minutes by using an extra clamp
in the same manner as is used to fasten the stick. If it becomes

necessary to remove a stick, the jaws of the clamp can be easily
opened and a new stick placed in position and the clamp again
get with a hammer. We use nothing but the best of material
and our workmanship is guaranteed first-class. They cost no
more than other drapers.

Manufactured and Sold by

Pendleton Iron Works

E. E. Baltezore, Pres.  Pendleton, Ore. M. L. Akers. Sec.-Treas.

We have a well equipped shop, up-to-date Machinery, a foundry in connection and we employ
expert workmen in every department.
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“The Best Bread Makers’ Best Friend”

‘White Satin Flour’
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The Secret of Many Housewives’ Baking Success

Manufactured From the Highest Grade of

BLUE-STEM WHEAT

ant Success,
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IF you are encountering difficulties in
bread baking and want to attain const-

ASK FOR “WHITE SATIN” FLOUR

Made in Pendleton, Oregon, by

WALTERS FLOURING MILLS

“When better Flour is made,

Walters will make it.™

L e T T T T e T T L L

e e e

IF youdesire that rich and wholesome
flavor that is secured only in flour made from

the highest quality of wheat,

TO FARMERS —Bring us your Blue-Stem wheat. We pay the
highest price in Pendleton for Blue-Stem, and are always in the
market. ~-WALTERS FLOURING MILLS,
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