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OREBON SISTEM OF MAMIOTH

W, L. Crissey writes the following
highly entertaining article on the
wonderful caves of centra]l Oregon,
which rival the Mammoth cave of
Kentucky:

Few people In Oregon, to say noth-
ing of our country In general, are
aware that In the southern part of
this state {8 to be found a series of
caverns second only to the world-fa-
mous Mammoth cave of Kentucky,

Indeed, the Oregon caves myy one
day be granted first place, for no
atiempt ot thorough cxploitation has
eyer been made, though the main
phssnges have been penotrated to o
digtance of more than seven miles,
with no Indlcation of the end,

It was Iin 1874 that Elijah David-
gon, out hunting in the mountiing,
followed his dogs on n frexh bear
track to find them baying before a
dark opening In which the wounded
animal had taken refuge., From the
cavern rushed s stream of limpld
water, through which Mr. Davidaon
had to wade In entering.

A few fect Inside the bear was dls-
patched, but the digcoverer had seen
enough to fill him with wonder and
curlosity, and as woon as nelghbors
could be enlisted In Lthe expedition,
the party returned. .

Made Starg to Open Caves,

The country belng thinly scttled, It
was some (ime beforeg the cuves were
sufficlently known to attract visitors
from abroad, Then a party of San
Franclsco capltalists became [nlerest-
ed and declded to develop them as a
commeércial - enterprine Men were
hired to cut a trall over the moun-
talns, others worked Inside, enlarging
gmall passages, that they might be
more casily truversed, n blg hotel
was p'tunn»rl and all was bustle and
activity,

The promoters themselves camped
at the entrance, spending many hours
daily In the caves. Cards whiled
away the time and gumes for princely
stakes were played In a chamber still
known as the “Gamblers’ Hall" At
the close of the summer the capitalists
departed, with assurance that money
would be sent to pay the workers, but
the paymaster never appeared. It
was & great disappointment to the
sturdy mountalneers who had worked
for a small wage and then lost that.
' Squatters “Frose Out"

After several years had elapsed twa
young men bullt them a cabin and
undertook to establish thelr residence
there, #so that by ‘“squatting”™ they
would be given a title to the clalm
when the governmeént surveyed the
land. Several bridges were congtruct-
ed over the mountain sireams, more
work was done on the trall and the
boys worked hard, but seelng that the
longed for survey was Indefinite and
uncertaln of accomplishment, they re-
luctantly abandoned their cabin,

Within the past year the United
States government has recognized thg
caves as one of the scenic marvels
of its domaMm by withdrawing the spot
from enlry and designating It & na-
tional park, a fitting sequal Lo its ro-
mantic history.

“The Murble Halls of Oregon” lle
in the midst of the most plcturesque
mountaln scenary imaginable. De-
scending into a little valley over rug-
ged granite boulders, the forest-cov-
ered mountains rlsing on every side,
onie comes to Cave creel which bursts
from the foot of & perpendicular gran«
fte fall 100 feet In helght. Nature
has draped the white facade with lux-
urlant green moss, in beautiful cone
trast to Its uncovered portions. It
{5 lke a grand overture introducing
the theater of wonders to follow,

Entering a low passage by follow-
ing the bed of the stream, one grad-
ually ascends over rugged rocks to ghe
upper levels, leaving the water below,
A hundred feet and the real beautles
begin to disclose themselves. The
wills are of creamy whiteness, while
slender stalletites depend llke icloles
from the celling: stalagmites rise
from the floor; fastastic formations
of the same soft white abound omn
every hand.

Darkness absolute and Impenetras

_'llwm alone. Oocaslonally some one
| goos In by tylng w string at the en-

‘| eldent,

ldea of the intricacy of the caverns
and the danger in attempting to visit

P )

trance and unwinding the ball 1o Berve
s 0 return gulde, Dogens of these
cords have besn left In place, and
thoy give one the uncanny feeling that
If they were but followed to the end

there would be found s dead mhan, }

for yo seldom are the caves yviplted at

certain seasons, and o 1solated ls the
loculity ‘that this might caslly hup;wuf
o an over-daring explorer,

Soon after the discovery of the
place the complete skelaton of a bear |
was found In one of the Inner rooms, |
and If brute instinet did not serve to |
liberate him from that lerrible maze,
there would be little hope for a hu-
man belng. ‘

“The Golden Sjalrs,’” a wonderful
nuturnal fight, lead out of the Ghast
Chamber and ascend for many feet,
sdmetimes through & pussage 50 small
thant one crawls on his  stomach—aon
stays behind if In¢lined to embon-
point, Approprintely enough, “The
Chapel” 18 soon reached, and here g
it charming little luke of the coldest,
clearest water, I¥ing at one slde of the
room where the wall and celllng ap-
proach to within & couple of feet of
cnch othaw |

Hollow stalactites, ke clear glass
reeds, connect them, and where these
have been broken away to allow vis- |
itors to drink the dellclous water, the |
remiining fragments carry many a|
feminine tress as a reminder of f.nirl
visitors. |

Dangerous to Enter, !

On and on, now eclimbing a ladder
or descending by clinging 1o the rocks
and stalactites, until the gulde ptar-
tles his charges by whispering, "There
must be someone else In the cave."
Far, far below, In a seemingly bot-
tomless pit, glimmers a candle. It Is
but a stub left by the gulde In the
Ghost Chamber, and we are on an
upper level, near Its dome, where a
single misstep would mean a fata] acs

Climax of beauty and grace lg the
“Pond LHy Room,'” most difficult of
access, richest In its adornment, The
ascent by long ladders And sllpery
walls |8 fraught with danger at every
turn, yet the risk is well repald.
Covering the walls of this room, as
though carved In wax, are stalactites
shaped as llly pads and blossoms,
while from the celllng hang immensa
fluted chandellers of the most delicute
formation,

Everything In the room ls of dazzl-
ing purity and whiteness. As though
this weére not enough to enchant the
beholder, dalnty marine shells are
found In strata near the floor, pre-
senting an interesting problem to the
geologist. “Holy ot JHolles"—this
room has been called by later visitors
and certalnly it ddes Inspire reverence
—somewhat lessened when the gulde
glves his verslon of the name as
"Hollest of Holes"

Some of the names bestowed are
almost ag picturesque as the rooms
themselves—"0ld Nick's Bedroom,”
“Kinealid's Dancehall” and the
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“Shark’s Mouth.” At one place Is an
immense plllar the thickness of a
man's body, reaching fLrom floor to
vaulted roof; again, there is a broad
shelf covered with minute orystals re-
sembling the tracery of frast on a
window pane; here the floor lles in
little ridges like sand on' the beach
fs the tide goes out, and so strong ls
the likeness that one Involuntarily
stoops to take a handful,
Four Distinot Levels,

There are four distinct levels to
the caverns so far as known and an
upper entrance has been uncovered
und enlarged, perhaps 200 feet up the
mountain, which makes It possible to
avold the waters of Cave creck alto-
gether, Night and day are as one in
these wvast underground galleries,
whose perfection must have taken
century upon century, Not the slight-
est change In even the smalleat sta-
lactite Is discernable since their dls-
covery, save where vandals, have
broken them in unreasoning quest for
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Take Steamer POTTER from Portland
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ble i but mtgnulrlod b;- .th’a rnml.t:n us m%'::::‘re two ways of reaching the
{::':“ m_f;:f:r: ::“f:: :.“':l?:’ :_e:‘;:; caves, both Involving a start from

P ‘ Orant's Pass, whence stage ls taken
—qnot & sound of life exists In the alr to either Willlams or Kirby, then a
or water, Hvery stalactite has ita supplementary journey on horseback

drop of crystal llquid, yet it never o
T afoot, lfams rout
seems to fall, and the caves are In t. The Williams route is the

The Steamer T. J. POTTER leaves Portland ’
every morning except Saturday and Sunday at
8:30 o'clock.—Saturday only at 2 o’clock P: M.
Remember the Summer rate on the O. R, & N,
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shortest and the trall Is belng con-
most places remarkably dry. Thefe p,. Improved; by Kirby ls consid- s oL i | on to all North Beach
alr ls pure and fresh, the femperature ared a little the easler journey. No Resources Lllbnltles ’ 313.15 from Pendlet I t. . B :
remaine  at 80 degrece the year| ., . o familiar with the labyrinth points and return; good until September 30th.
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give an indescribably welrd and beau-
tiful effect in the silont chambers,

“The Ghost Chamber" Is modeled
on the grandest scale of all, though
so lrregular In Its outline that dimen=
glons convey but little meaning.
Emerging into this great salon, one s
startled by a gigantie shadowy white
outline lost In the obscurily of the
further end, Unlike most of the other
rooms, the.''Ghost Chambar” 1s hol-
lowed out’ 8f a brownlsh rock, and the
ptalactite formation only appears In
one place, where It covers the wall
like o crystalized waterfall, producing
the spectral effect that names the
room. 'The dome s fully 100 feet In
helght, while the length of the room
must be #& much or more.

; Many Secret Passages,

Scores, of passages lgad from the
“Ghast Chamber' In every direction,
yet the faet that but a’single one
lends to the ouler entrance gives an

KEEP YOUR HEAD UNCOVERED.

The Comatant Wearlng of a Hat Prope
pates Dandruff Germa,

There are many men who wear thelr
hata practically all the time when awake
and are blessed with a heavy shoek of
halr; yet If the scalps of these same mon
once became Infested with dandruft
germs, the parasites would multiply all
the quicker for lack of alr. Baldpew
would ensus as the final result. New:
bro's Herpielde kills thess germs and
stinfulates unhealthy halr to abondant
growth. Herpleldeo & plearant halr
dresaing a8 well lﬁ. dandruff cure and
sontains not an atom of Injurious sub-
stance. Sold by leading drugrists, Hend
#e. In stamps for sample to The Hernl
aide Co., Duireit,

I, (George Hartman, Jr., Assistant Cashier of the above
named Bank, do solemnly swear that the above statement
is true, to the best of my knowledge and belief, ——

Subscribed gnd sworn to before me this |7th day of
July, 21908,

Wm. McMURRAY

General Passenger Agent, Portland, Oregon.

GEORGE HARTMAN, Jr.
Ass't. Cashier.

'. C. K. CRANSTON,
Notary Public for Oregon.

Toro alkes—50 cents and §1.00.
% i O Koeppon & Bros

Byers’ Best Flour

Is made from the choloest wheat that grows, Good bread s assar-
od when BYERS' BEST FLOUR s used. Bran, Shorts, Steam Rolled
Barley always on hand.

PENDLETON ROLLER MILLS

W. 6. BYERS, Proprigtor.




