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Thr Boer war to dte lias cost
njM men au1 f 700. DO), (XX) in

money. It liai proven the most ex
pensive war in history, considering Um

time it ban been carried on. The bur-

den of it i even felt by tin' (treat Knit-lii-

nation and the injustice of it
rankle Mill iti thu boflom of every
man the world over who value free-
dom more than coaiinercial progress.
The end is not yet. IIm Kngliah are
not through expending money to uli.
due the Boers.

There i aaid to be n demand for
the unpopular illver dollar, but 41

strung demand for the silver coins of
smaller denominations. It is 11 tact
that nearly every man would rather
have two half-dolla- rs instead of

dollar. This is almost a universal
preference. It is ikmsiuIc that the
cart wbeei dollar will be coined int
halves and quarters. with the settlement
of the money question on the side of

the gold standard, and the dollar piece
will gradually uats out of circulation.

Congressmen Moody and Tongue have
opposed the parcel-pos- t bill in con-Kre-

011 the ground that if it became
a law it would teriously injure the
manufacturers and merchant on the
Pacific coast. The. know better. The
iiiHaence against the parcel-pot- t bill
comes from the express companies,
who are using the manufacturers and
merchants of the Pacific coast to pull
their chestnuts oat of the lire, while
they continue the robbery of those who
are forced to pay tribute to their
monopoly. The number of commerce
of Portland, pliant in all tilings and
dull in most things, passed resolutions,
which were forwarded to Oregon'-- , con-

gressmen, and behind which they bide
in their desirx to further the interest
01 the express monopoly, in which a

number of prominent republican poli-

ticians bave large and lucrative par-

ticipation.

The report oi the minister if
nuance of Mexico (hows that the
"filter republic" it 111 most healthy
condition. With ol thu
population of the United States and
one-fourt- h of the area, Mexico man
ages to equalize her budget at a little
wore than (ol.OOO.OOO. This rep
resents a large appropriation for in-

ternal improvement, taoativ 111 the
wa ol railroad tubtidies, tor an

tticienl army of 'J2, (XX) men, for an
alwayx extending system of public
education, for a suitable diplomatic,
judicial, postal and civil administra-
tion generally, and all for about 40
par cunt of the city vigilance league's
estimate of the cott ot running (be
city of New York. Mexico's govern-
ment is economically administered and
carried 011 with the use ol silver
money. Much a condition oi affairs
does not teem possible to some people
who think they know a great deal
about "sound money."

The wall. to-do- , the rich and those
who evade taxet are etpeciully favored
under the present plan of assessment
and taxation. The New York state
comptroller, in hit report recently,
calls attention to the fact "that while
in 1470 personal property bore but 'JJ
per cent of tie burden of taxation,
Beeiningly a small proportion, in JfHX)

it bore but hall as much (11 per cent
which is certainly out of all proportion
to the known increase of the vatt
amount ol personal property in this
state." From this it is evident that
the average man, whose property is
inoatiy 111 visible forms, is taxed more
and more every year, while the accum-
ulator of personal property iu such
forms as can be hidden, it reapinj: a
reward for his rascally evasion. Since
these forms of properly can escape its
just there of taxation, in spite of the

vigilance ot aseessurs a' all the
laws o: Christendom ,ny would it
not be rio! .. ' proper to exempt

i...!ition all forms of personal
property, ami put the burden ot gov-

ernment upon land value alone" If
kbit were done, the average man would
rind hi bimien lened, while the
hoarder and manipulator, the tax
evading rascal and the greedy accumu-

lator would find their "gruft" shorn of
it bet features, their trickv occupa-

tion gone.

TOW Ml SEN ATK 9PKKCH.

senator Townc, of Minnesota, in hi
recent speech in the United States
senate, advocating a cessation of
hostilities in the PhiliDpine, referred
to the petition presented to the senate
n few day ago bv '.'mm Filipino tor 11

cessation of hostilities and for the
granting of independence to the people
of the Philippines. He maintained it
would "prove a quickening appeal to
the ancient spirit of the republic, or
it reaction must dedicate the 20th cen-
tury to a reaction prejudicial, if not
fatal, to free institutions."

While discussing event which led
the United State" forces to the Pliilip-- j

pines, Senator Towne referred with
particularity to the charge that
Aguinaldo bad sold his country to thu
Spaniards for a bribe. lie declared
the accusation "was gratuitous
calumny when we consider that the
otlicial publications of our own govern-
ment contradict and destroy it."

The senator declared that "we were
in alliance with the Kilipino mi
alliance sought by ourselves, availed by
oanalTM tor our own advantage, and
finally, to our everlasting shame in the
estimation ol honorable men.
li.lteil In u- wh.-- e t ill IK it no
longer necessary and when lust of
empire had to blunted out moral
sensibilities that we couhl mount from
an act ol perlidy to the grand larceny
of n nation."

Referring to Admiral Dewey denial
that he hail never treated the insur-
gent as allies, Senator Towne said
sarcastically: "I fear the honest
sailor terminology has sintered trom
recent contact with the nice discrim-
ination of the administration's

Discussing the acquisition of the
Philippines, Senator l'owne said:

"It it not easy to fix with accuracy
the time when thu design was formed
to take forcible possession of the Phil-
ippine islands, nor to ascertain the
mind in whose gloomy recesses this

of sacrilege and violence tint
gathered form and pressure. There
has indeed been evidenced a disposi-
tion by it illustrious iponion, as if
their prophetic souls already trembled
at the inquisition of after aget , to im-
pute the duhioui retpontlbility to
pnvideuce itself. I know not which
to admire the more, whether the
modesty which disclaims credit for tbo
policy or the colossal presumption
which challenges and betrays the
vaunted confidence oi the Almighty.

"No man. 110 party, no nation can
fcaM- aicountabilttv tor actions by
attributing their origin to any other
source than human motives ana human
judgment. The policy of the adminis-
tration toward the Filipinos mutt be
juttitied, if at all, in the forum of the
reason and the conscience of man-
Wad."

Senator Towne declared that upon
the arrival of (ieneral Merrill at Ma-
nila a distinct change ot tone was ob-

servable between tin- - United States
officials und the Filipinos, the allerei!
altitude being o marked a to force
the conclusion "that part of tientral
Merrill prearranged task wa to
maneuver out of an awkward Iriendli
nets with Aguinaldo and tiius to reach
a footing tor tile convenient develop
meiit of some secret policy with which
he iiad come fretli freighted from
Washington."

If there wat doubt 01 the prearrange
meiit 01 the plan it wa Punished in
Senator Towne 's opinion, bv tin- - preai
dent himself. The third article of the
protocol witii Spain read: "The

niteil Mate will occupy and hold the
city, bay aud harbor of Manila pend
mg thu conclusion oi a treaty of peace,
which shall determine the control ami
lltpotltion and government of the
Philippines." Yet despite that
definite provision, the president urged,
on uecemoer 21, iv.i.v his famous
"benevolent assimilation" proclama
tion.

Thus, he continued, the delimmu is
this: "F.lther that article of tiie uro- -

tocsl does not mean what it says or thu
nresiueni ol ihe United Mate in caut
ing the issuance of the proclamation to
which I have referred, broke the
plighted laitb of this government. It
is not agreeable to me to use this lan
guage; but I devoutly believe that thu
republic is at the gravest crisis of its
history, and 1 feel that a .vecessary
preliminary to its, getting safsly out
is to cause the people to realise how
it came to get in."

Senator Towne said of the president's
proclamation that among the roset of
its soft rhetoric of love, it fair speed
about our coming not as invader or
conquerors, hut a Irienu, ol the
'uillii sway of lustice and of 'benevo
lent assimilation, ' the already justlv
awakened distrust of the F'ilfpiuos
cleariv behold the unsheathed and
glittering steel of despotism."

s
If wo are bent oa slaughter," said

he, "let it be in open guise. If wo
lull for tins people's land let us not
glare our enterprise with false aud
sinister pretense. Katber let lis boldly
raise the somber flag of international
piracy, whistle scruple down tbe
wind, aud then close iu upon our

feeble victim, to the cry of 'loot, and
glory.' "

Senator Towne maintained Hint the
United Statos wa under the obliga-
tion of circumstances, If not, indeed,
actual promise, .to grant indeiiendence
to the Filipinos, and that, among
nations, the former was quite as bind-
ing an the latter.

In support of hi contention that the
Filipinos were perfectly capable of
governing themselves, he pointed out
that HO per cent of the population of
Laaon can road and write, and holding
that the government established by
Aguinaldo wa strong, symmetrical
and progressive, even in the illllicult
and disturbing conditions which sur-
rounded it. He declared that the Fili-
pino .statesmen would creditflblv meet
almost every emergency in even thu
molt advanced government, and would
have dignified and ornamented the
early struggle for nationality of any
people known to history. There is
excellent reaion to believe that, even
at tbit day, tbe eaiiting Filipino
government, low as it ii In estate and
migratory to mme eitent as to loca-

tion, exercises a wide and respected
authority in the Philippine islands
and i obeyed quite generally bv the
local authorities in the interior.

"There is not !'u slightest ground
for heliev.i,; tliHt anv appreciable 1111

pre"' ,1 has been made upon thndctiT
..nation 01 me rnnippine people i'

resist 11 to the end. There i no evi
deuce that any trong
clement ha any existemc wh never
A the result ot two year oi wasting
war we occupy about one live-bu-

dredtb part of that archipelago Ni

district realK 'pacilied. We hnh
the ground our troop stand on, pras
tically nothing more.

"During the campaign of HUM) it wa
u false accusation against the op

oneut of the administration policy
that they were keeping alive
smouldering 'rebellion' in the Philii
pines. The newspaper ami magazines
inane rnnsi oi uu inoiisn argument
and, in many a pulpit, where thu
gospel of the bullet ha supplanted the
Christianity of the Uible, the pion
anathema of prudent priesthood rose to
heaven en the wings of praver."

Senator Towne then declared that
after the elections the resistance in
the Philippine increased, and that it
had been announced in the senate
within a week that SO.OOD American
- bin r- - wi illil in eded in tin iland
for an indefinite period.

"Is it not clear," he inquired,
"that tin' wuv of dntv equal'v the
path of profit'.' Do we need to own
people In order to trade with then
1 it not better to allow our customer
to live, to bave their good will, and
give them the mean of payment
than to kill the strongest oi them, to
gain the hatred 01 the survivors and t
iniiovcriab all bv desolating war ""

lie held that it was better to trade
liberty to the Filipino for security t
the United State in the islands than
to force a "tulleii unwillingness hit
slavish compliance with ionic ot our
custom," by the employment of an
armv of 100.000 men.

It was the habit of defenders of the
administration policy to sneer at the
term " uuperal ism, ' he added, hut it
could not he sneered aav. "Yon can
have imperialism without an empire
just as tin- - Roman found that they
could have a more than royal master
though he diil not wear the name of
king," asserted Senator Towne.

"The retention of the Philippine
will commit 11 to the whole program
01 empire, mere is no law among
nations, at Hamlet tays there 11

among men, by which it bad appetite
grows iv what it leeus on. ISn
nation in history has resitted it, und
to every nation that ha yielded to it
it has brought disaster Athens suc-
cumbed to it and perished. Konie in
dulged the mad ambition and followed
it to her downfall. It was the ruin of
Venice It will work the destruction
of England, in my opinion, ere the
close of tin fateful century. Are
we, with all the lessons of history be
fore ui, to prove the next victim of
tin insatiate passion the greatest,
most lamentable, most gratuitous
sacrillcu in all human tragedy?

"I do not with to convey the impres
n that 111 my opinion the present

policy will, at one lull sweep convert
this republic into an empire in fact.
nut do say mat the seeds ot empire
lurk in this policy aud, in time
will bring them to their flower ami
fruit, unlets wu make a seasonable
preventiou.

"God tpeed tbe day when the Ameri-
can pepole, whoie annals blaxe with
a record of unqualified heroisai, und
wlio again and always, If some great
cause demand it, would freely puy
with life itielf the price of its dc- -

lense shall have the moral coiiarge to
do their civic duty a rarer thing
than to lace undaunted the cuiino'ns
mouth and with their sovereign voice
declare that this unholy war lor greed
and empire shall he stopped, ami that
no soldier of the l ulled States shall
ever again in all our history be tent to
other land to war on people lighting
for their liberty.

"I shall not willingly cease to
dream of u 20th century devoted to the
demonstration, the first and only one
in history, that 'a govern men t of the
people for the people and by the peo-
ple,' need not srisb from the earth.
There is inspiration in the thought
that to our beloved country may be
reserved the culminating glory ot the
ages in crowning with success the long
experiment of rightous
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