
AN OPEN RIVER TO THE SEA,

What It Means to the People ot the

Great Inland Empire.

BENEFIT IT WOULD BE TO PORTLAND

All Are Mutually Interested In Its Accompl-

ishment-Facts for the People

to Consider,

Written for llii! Knit Otcgoiiliiti.
I. Till: COtfNTUY.

No subject Is of ho groat general Inter-- t

to nit tin) people of Eastern Oregon
and Eastern Washington us tluit or an
Open I liver. Tor many yearn It bus

boon discussed contlnuully In tlio press,
III tlio legislature, In local conventions,
and by our mprcsontutlves In congress,

nil yut tlio irm:tlcul not results nro us

yet Hiimll, to iimiiy appear to bo nothing;
but litem lot really been somo progress,
mill tlieru are sumo favorable Indications
for further nnd better progress In tlio

yours to route.
To tlio home modern of the East Otti:-honia-

the reasons why an open river 1h

so tiiueli desired, and the nature and ex-

tent or the benelltM to bo derived am an
oft-tol- d .title, with which they am per-

fectly familiar; but for the benefit of
render at u dlstunee it brief Htatement

thereof may be of Intercut.
TIIK COI.P.MMA 1IAHIN.

The Cascade ratigo or moitiitaltiH, e.v

tending front north to south through
WiiHhlngton and Oregon, divides thoso

stated Into two regloiiH, about two-third- s

of the area or each lying east or those
moiiiitaltiM. OT thlri KitHteru Oregon and
Washington region, a large portion Is

sometimes known hh the Columbia Basin,

being all the country drained by the Co

lumbia river and tin trlbiitnrlcH, rrotti the
llrltlnh Columbia Hue to the place where
the great river or the Northwest breaks
through the Cusondo inouiitaliiH. This
great limit, undoubtedly onco an Inland
en, and arterwnrd overllowed with lavn,

In placeH to it great depth, 1iuh slneo its

first Hettleineiit been at n great dlsnd-vantag- o

alto racllltlcH ror the traiiHpor

tatlon or ItH surplus prodttctH. Origin-

ally theHo products were conllned chiefly
fr Htouk and wool, and tlio Inconvenience

ltd loss wiih not noticed ho much, nor
was It nearly ho great, an lit later yearn,
when grain, particularly wheat, began
to bo ruined In lariro nuantltles Tor ex
port. With the rapid Increase of settle
incut and cultivation or thin region ciimo
the constantly urowlng neccHHlty ror
better facilities and cheaper ratcn to the
onboard. I'rlor to IHS.'t, tlie thou com

paratlvely hiiiiiII surplus from the conn
try tributary to tlio Upper Columbia wan

shipped by boat to Celilo, thoneo eleven
nilhiH by rail around u series of obstrue-tloi- m

to The DiiIIoh. thenco by boat iiuulu
to tlio CitNoitdoH, then hIx or hovoii ntllori
hy rail again itroitud other obstructions,
then by boat again to Portland, then
IriuiHforrcd toHhlps bound ror Liverpool,
and theHo could often bo only partially
loadod at Portland, but a portion of their
canines ititiHt ho towed to Astoria on
barueit and tlio ship's load them com
Dieted. Thus tlio wheat, wool, stock or
other produce hud to bo bandied hIx or
seven timeri, alter u wait ursi piacoti on u
trainer In tho Upper Columbia, before

It was put aboard the ocean steamer, and
that In it distance of front '.'00 to 500
miles from tho ocean,

KAII.WAY UATKH.

lit 188il tho "Oregon .Short l.luo"
branch of tho Union Paul lid railroad was

completed, traversing and tapping n
small portion of tho fertile belt of East
ern OrcL'Dti and following the belt or the
Columbia down tho river to Portland.
This Hue after that largely superseded
tho old method, mid obviated tho use or
three boats and two portage roads; but
tho freight rates were still kept euoriii
nttsly high, being, for oMimplo if II per
ton for grain from rondlotoii, v;io miles
(afterward reduced by tho Interstate
oninmorco commission to 1.80 per ton),
Hitd !l.40 per ton front Tho Dulles, 87
miles to Portland: and other charges In
proportion. Later tho Northern Paclllu
tapped other portions or tho Columbia
basin, furnishing tut outlet by rail ror Its
surplus products overtho Cascade moult-talu- s

tuTucomn, but Its rules wero equally
btinleiisouie, ilettco us too country lius
become mom and mom thickly populated
front yenr to year, and ItH grain and other
products navo steuiitiy nun largely in-

creased, the cry for an .open Columbia
river lias become stronger and more
clamorous and Insistent, until now It Is
tlio one great, universal, Imperative de-
mand ot tho tens or thousands of "In-
land Empire" tollers

tamers and niroitTs.
Tho magnitude of tho Interests at

stake cannot bo accurately measured or
stated, but they am ulmont beyond com-
pilation or comprehension. Tho surplus
wheat or Eastern Oregon and Washing-
ton naturally tributary to tho Columbia
river Is this yenr probably not much If
any less thuii llfteen million bushels. Of
wool them is exported nutitiully from tlio
samo region lit tho neighborhood of
twenty million pounds. 11 rent iiutintltles
or live stock and some other products
am albo to bo curried from tlio country,
and most of the mcivhaiidlso for some
250,000 or ilOO.OOO people Into it. An
open Columbia river would greutly lessen
tho cost of carrying this Immense aggre-
gate of exports ami Imports to ntt extent
not possible or exact calculation, but
probably not less than oue-thln- On
this year's output or wheat alone, sup- -
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posing the average rate from Eastern
Oregon nnil Washington to tlio seaboard
by rail to bo $! per ton, this one-thir- d

reduction would amount to $750,000.
Enough other products nro exported to
liiereaso tlio tlgttro to a million, nttd tlio
reduction on Imports may safely bo esti-
mated at one-hal- f as much more, making
a total of one and n hnlf million dollars
auuunlly saved to the producers nttd
shippers or the Columbia Basin In otto
yenr by an open river. Or course these

or lying

llgures represent only a crude and Washington south or Hnako
oral estimate, but they are doubtless river, ami extending Central Idaho,
rather under than tho truth. This area Is about 10,000 square miles,

lint this Is not all. Portland, and much or Is extremely fertile, often
anil before the surplus products of East- - producing much !!() 10 bushels or
em Oregon and Washington aro ablo to wheat per acre, and all other grains,
reach the highway of ocean, they am vegetables and fruits, adapted to tho
subjected to another heavy charge for which is mild that or Ohio,
pilotage and from Portland to third section Is In Washington north
Astoria, amounting to about one dollar or Siinko river, and Is known tho Pa-
per or three per bushel, on .louse country, and contains over 2,000
wheat, ami other things in iroportlott,
owing to obstructions In the Lower Co
Itimbla. Hero another annual burden
on the Columbia shippers or probably
another million dollars.

ni:.Ni:i'iTH to hi: caini:d.
Hut the estimate or the ultimate loss

cannot stop hero, ir under these bur-
densome and discouraging conditions the
population and products or tho Colum-
bian region East or tho Cascades huvo
Increased, what might the Increase bo If
liair or oven one-thir- d tho burden
removed? Flvo or six cents a bushol-yos- ,

with a deep ship channel from Port-
land to the sea at least eight nine
cents per bushel mom for wheat, and a
correspondingly greater price Tor other
exports, with also a corresponding do
crease In tho cost or Imports by way or
tho Columbia river, that ottght'to follow,
would encourage settlement, Htlmtilatu
cultivation, double and treble In a few
yours the aggregate production, mako
belter farms or those In existence and
new fitrms of lauds yet untouched,
populate the country and with the
irinclpnl towns until litem woiihi
tistlllcutlon for and safety in tho cstub-Ishnie-

of local manufactures; would
hi short release the people of that groat
and lit litany respects favored region to
Mitch an extent that they would bound
forward on the linos of development,
progress itml prosperity more In live
yours than they have been able to do In

twenty years past. cost of transpor-
tation operates directly upon them a
clog does upon tho feet; lesson the
weight or tho clog one-thir-

itml notice ho-- much faster one can
nay, how mticli cusier.

And what helps otto helps all, as n rule.
Not .til portions of tlio Columbia Haslh
would bo equally benefitted by an open
river, directly
or Indirectly all
would some
benefit. That tho
charges for trans,
porting produce
mid merchandise
between Portland
or tho seaboard
and points of East
ern Oregon ami
Washington have
been tin reasonably
lurgo at least
much larger than
they would bo If
water competition
was alfordod, Is
well known, evi-

dence or this Is be-

fore us In the com
parative charges
item ami for simi-
lar illstauces In
other parts or tho
country, and oven
along the Wlllutn- -

tto valley in our
own state. vt o
also now have tho
evidence or what
tho building of tho
portugo road and
the opposition
boats are doing for
tho people tribu
tary to The Dalles
unit other points
below that city.

I'.siimaiiug lite
amount of wheat
shipped front these
points nt it million
bushels, a mode-
rate estimate, the
saving on this otto
Item mono Is
$:itl,000 auuunlly. The rate on wheat
from I ho Dalles to Portland by tho
Union Paellle lino Is it.40. bv
tho new route $2,20, a difference
or (1.20 per ton or iUt cents a bush
el. Hut this reduction npplics to nil ship
incuts, both ways, of which, through ti

ear, wneat will not form over one-thir-

lenco tlio saving to the comtiarat velv
hiiiuii milliner oi pcopio directly none
Httcd by the new lino will bo over 100.
(HKI annually. hat would be to nil
tho pooplo above The Dalles, if tho river
them was opened, can only bo estimated,
out. us oeioro stuieii. ii will roan iv bo
seen win u woiihi mi u very largo sum
annually, enough In a few yours to pu;
oil till county and other public Indebted
uesH and a multitude or nwrtguges be
sides.

It Is true Hint portions of tho grain
producing country is not limned utolv
tributary to tho Columbia, but are sit
uated tiMi remote admit ot wheat and
other produce being hauled by team di-

rectly to tho river; the greater tho dis-
tance tho less tho Immediate accruing
benefit; but this disadvantage would soon
bo obviated by the building or compot-iiii- r

lines of railway from tho river Into
tlio Interior, and by "upproprhito legis- -

Intlon" to lorn I relent charges:
that directly or Indirectly tho people of
nil of Eastern Washington. Eastern Or-
egon and Northern ami Central Idaho
would roup the iieuellt.

TIIK AttAlll.K AUKA,

galn speaking briefly for tho benefit
of "foreign" renders, ntny bo stilted
that this Is a region of a vaster ex-

tent and of mom varied productions
ami resources than one not familiar with

would Imagine, Not all of it is agri
cultural land, but such of It as Is Is
fertile, ami ot this there Is enough to
support ten times the population by
which is now Inhabited. Tho agricul-
tural lauds of the Columbia Basin have
been divided for tho purpose of dcscrlp- -

tlott Into three sections. Tlio flrijt Is
bounded by tho Cascado mountains on
tlio west, the Crooked river on tlio Mouth,
tlio Ditto mountains and tho watershed of
tho John Day river on tho cast, and tho
Columbia river on tho north. This di-

vision embraces about 111,000 sqtiuro miles
or territory, a large portion or which is
arable. The second division Includes all
that part Eastern Oregon be

gen- - em lying
Into
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tween the Blue mountlnus and tho Co
lttmbln river, all that part of Southeast

square miles of territory, all or extreme
fortuity, ui tins io.uou.oou or iu,ouu,.
(100 bushels or wheat to bo exported this
your, nearly one-hai- r will go over the
Cascade mountains to Puget Sound, while
with an open river nearly nil or It should
and would como down the Columbia.

ll. TIIK OHSTHUCTlONS.
Having thus given a very brief outline

of the reasons why ntt open river Is de-

sired, itml how It will iilfect tho people of
Eastern Oregon nttd Washington, I desire
to present, In us full detail us your limit-
ed space will allow, hoiiio facts and llg-

ures In regard to the different obstruct-In- n

1 to bo overcome, tho various plans
for obviating them, what progroH has
been mu'o so far and what tho pnsocts
for tlio futtiM) ii'c. For this purpofo I
will bejln at the mouth of tho Columbia,
and follow If up,

TIIK COl.UMIIIA II A It.

Tho flrtt obstruction to Columbia river
cotnmorce, ouo that has boon encounter'
cd since its discovery, Iui3 been tho Co- -

liiniota rivor liar, litis otmirnoiion and
tlio dutuor it p'csentod, linvo been much
exuberated by papers published in rival
potts, vet they uero not wholly imattln-ury- .

Whlloti oxporleneod seamen thora
was ordltmrlly novor iiunh dnngr in
croslng tl.o bar, yet there "its frequent
ly delay and oxpeit'o, and while ship-
masters did net badly four It let they dis-
liked it, and other things being equal or
tieurly so preferred to mako sotno other
pott than Astoria and Poitland. The
worst feature of IbN In'tlnt try olotaclo
was tlio fai t Hint eforo the beginning of
tho proront work tho channel or channels

for eometlmes there vere fovetul of
them overtho bar wero vory capricious
and changeable in location and varlublo

ill depth. The depth in the best of thorn
was usually fiotn 10 to 21 feet, and they
varied In number from one to thiee.

Tho pioiont project for tho making of a
dellnito and jtermunent channel over tho
Par was adopted In lSH-t- . it con empla
tmi ttie providing oi sued n cliannel as
should liavo a depth of 40 feet at mean
low tide. This w us to bo effected by con-
centrating the water flowing over the bar
and Increasing tho resultant currento tc
audi an oxtent as to procuro and main-
tain bv that means the desired dentil.
This was to be dono by building a low- -
lido Jetty from Fort Stevens on South
Cape, extending in a westerly direction,
with a slight curve to tho south, out
ncroi b Clutjop Spit, a dietatu-- e of about
four and one-bu- ll miles, to a point ubout
three miles south of Capo Hancock (or
Dirapiwintment). The is con- -

ctructed ot etene, resting on n muttresa
foundation about forty fet wide and
from two and a halt to flvo feet thick.
(no ttono extends upward to tho level ot
mean low w titer.

Ht'CCKSBrUL WORK.
Tho effect of this jetty, aa expected,

was to build up Clatsop Spit and con
centrate the ebb upon the middle
sands of tho bar. These havo been en-

tirely removed, and where they once ox- -

Mod there was was over a year ago from
18 to 25 feet ot water, which has since
increased.

The appropriations made for the jetty
work nt tho mouth of the Columbia have
been as follows:

imi... .iicu.wu
... . 1K7.SU)

IhSS. .. soj.uu
isyo.... &A0u)

Total
The amount available on July 1, 1801,

was HW.45t.80--
.

about all that It waa
eitimattd could bo profitably exprndod

(luring tho year ending July 1, 1802; and
it la also estimated that $525,000 nioro
will complete the work. Tho whole esti-
mate for the work nt the beginning wn
$.1,710,000, ao that it will bo seen that for
onco at least the cxpnnditure has fallen
within the estimate; and what in better
sill), the work lian undoubtedly accom-
plished, or in a year or two more will
nave accomplished, all that it was
planned or expected to do. It lias made
a deep, d and ermanont chan-
nel, or will have done bo by the time
another appropriation Is expended,
and tho waters of tlio Columbia have
moved out to the ocean in their thus con-
tracted space for a few months longer
Tho bar is no lonitcr a terror, booh will
pcarcely be an inconvenience; and thtiB
the first foe to Columbia river common o
has been subdued, I glvo thin favirable
testimony to that splendid work of tho
engineers all the nn re cheerfully became
so much cannot bo said of some other
projects and thereby hangs a Ulo, or ut
least uu Infernco, a suspicion but 1

will come to that In duo time.
TIIK I.OWKIt CuLUMIIIA.

Next 1 will speak of tho Lower Colum-

bia and Lower Willamette, between
Portland and tlio ocean, in which there
aro various shallow placoi, olfVring ob-

struction, not of so rerlotis or positlvo a
oburact r as those ut tho Cascades and
The Dalles, yet sitlllcleiit to lmo?o n
heavy bunion upon tho Columbian pro
dueen. Tho railroad terminating ut
Port hind, tho wheat that cornel down the
river bunk by rail, or that would como
down by water If the river above Pott-lan- d

was freo. mtl-- t bo loaded on set-i'- o

ng vessels In Poitland. Hut owing to
these sltoal places and bars, a portion of
most full cargoes must bo transported on
lighters to Astoria, and tlieru
on tho outgoing ship to complete its car-n- o

at n heavy cost to every ship coming
to Portland to load, which in dually a di

j rect burden upon tho producers.
Tbero are u numlnr of these bad

places, the worrt being three In number, j

namely, at Walker's Island, Potollico I

liar and at 8t. Johns. Thin ortion of I

ftin t Intmnlitfi lina illiln Ywum llm nlititi't. lit
federal appropriation", almost every yoar
since IBM, the appropriations for the
several years being ni follows :

ISkl).., ... IJTO 17 .t :v.iw
ISIIS... ... vtl.om imi ii, fiIH70... ,., it ,( 1871

.. 20.0111 17
1H7.V, SHOD IS7tl , 'JO (Ml
h;h Nuoe (Hi U ttt ,tti l.l.imt)

IssinincMK lar) i.V' Kl 4VIMH
Iks 'I lim.(H) IKHI 1CX) 000
lMt... T.I.IKD ISVS 100,0 I)

IIO.IKO

Total.. ..fSiUVk'fl

The object of the government work, aa
set forth in the reports of the engineers,
was to mako a 20-fo- channel at low
water through tho OS ml os of the Colum
bia rivt r and the 12 on lea of tho Wil
Iamette below Portland, Before the
commencement of tho work the low--
water dt-nt- of tho river at the shoaleat
Places Was between Oand 15 fiet. Our
Ing 1880 a depth of 20 feet at thesa places
wtuj nuiii 10 navo neen oiumel.
wnetlier or not this was true, it in evi
flflnt thftt tllM I'hutinol wail rif anfTtnlA!
for during this reason a la-n- o number of
ships havo had to g.i down to Astoria
partly laden and there complrte their
cargoes, while several have required
aseisiance to ass over mese shoals,

I'OKTLANI) WILL IIKLI'.
Perceiving the great necessity to the

couiuiercH of Portland to havo a still
bettor channel, tho Portland delegation
in the last legislature bccured the pas
nag of what Is known as the "Port-o- f

Portland" bill, by the provisions of
which the city wna especially Incorpor
ated and cm ;owered to bond itself for
1500,000, to be expended in making a
fA.fnjtt nlmnnAl in Ilia maa nafM tiAa
pmject could lie carried out u somewhat
exenrlve and tedious survey was neces-
sary,

a
and permission to do the work

must be obtained from the authorities at
Washington; but fortunately, the gov
ernment engineer stationed at Portland,
Major Handbitry, had just completed a
there ugh survey, and on application the
war department permitted the "Port-o- f
Portland" i in mission to make use of
his charts, and with him in
the work t lie bonds have not yet been
put on lb irket, nor even issued, hut
the mono , i u sufficient pertlon of it
for Immediate work, is ready, furnished

I'UBUC SCHOOL IIUIM1INO AT PKNOLBTON.

waters

by Portland capitalists, and tho work
will soon and be pushed ton speedy
completion. It is doubtful If theo00,000
will do the whole wcrk, but It will better
the worst piao-s- , and with tho aid t f
such appropriations an the government
will probably make, the 25 foot channel
will undoubt'xily be an accomplished
fact within tlw next two years Indeed
It h expected that the worst dilllcuHlen
will bo materially lessened by next fall.

Al.t. INTKIIKHTKO.

The rnson that I have mentioned tho
Columbia Inr and the lower Columbia at
tl.N much length ncedscircely bo Btatod,
for It must bo obvious lo all Eastern
Oregon proJticers and importers, trib-

utary t) the Columbia, that these
are reully as much of a

damage to them an obf tructions of equal
magnitude would bo at the Cnfetiles or
The Dalles. To make tho river open to

Portland would bo of small advantage,
unless ll Is opnn below also, to Hint great
hitrliwuy of all nations, tho orenn. Tho
oxtrucostof transporting whatever tho
Wasco or Umatilla or Wulhi Wullacounty
man exports or imports, vi i tho Col u in-- hi

i, caused by these impediment", falls

upon him just tho samo whether ho is

at tlio mouth of tho Columbia rlvir, or
100 or 200 mlb s inland. Portland. f
course, has an especial Interest in open- -
ing the lower Colunil la to tho free nhd
unimpeded navigation (f ships of the
first cuss, because It watits to imik
itself a flrst-clns- s seaport, ns wt II as the
railroad, c turner, iul and flnanilil confer
of tho Northwest; but whil It Is bent-fitti-

It'elf in the expenilituro of the
foOO.uOO, it 1 ulso directly benefitting nil
the people of the upper citiulry who
expjrtor Import by way of the Colum-
bia river, eitlu r by water or rail, above
Portland.

TIIK CAHCADKH. f3W
Tho next, nttd a still moro formidable

obstruction to tho Columbia, is at whht
in known as tho Cascades, litre the
K iverniuont has. boon at kwork. 'or pro- -

fdssed to bo at work, for Tabottt tflftet n
years. Tho general scopo of tltejim- -

provcinont which the canal and b.cks at
the Cascades are designed to'eflcct covi rs
about four and in length,
where the rlvi r rushes through n narrow
gnrgo in tho Cascado mountains. The
fall iu the distunco Is 45 feet ut high
wutcr and 'M feet nt low watrr. The
worst obstruction occurs at tltoi upp r

old of tH8 reach
known asIthoUp
par Cascades. This
la to ue overcome
by digging a eunu
3000feet long across
the nook of a low
project i n g a p ii r,
and building
lockout MrmltTtho
passage of a boat
in twenty foet of
water. Helow the
Upper Cascades
the work consists
mostly of removing
boulders and pro
jecting points, silt'
llciently to also
givo a dopth of 2d
fdotof water. The
dl Heron co of level
between tho head
and foot ot the
canal as now
established is 15
feet ut high and 24
loot at low water,
The dillVrence in
height between
bigu and low water
nt the f'Mt of the
canal Is 54 and nt
tho head 45 feet
Tho easl r part ot
the work, that ot
iniprivinir the rlv
er below tho foot
of the Upper Cub
cades, is essential
ly finished. Tho
appropriations for
the work havo been
as follows

1870. ., , ...t t,IU) IS7S ftno.om
IS7U.... .......... 1st) KP,()
1M.. ......... U, IS '.' - , UifVM)
Ml IMI.U") laso H7,U)0
loss .HJO.DUO U,0M)

lWo,ooo
OKOHl'ECTH OV COMI'l.KTION.

It is ostimuted that with sufficiently
large appropriations the work can be
completed in two years, but if it pro
gressen as slowly in tho future as it has
done in the past itwilltako several years
beyond that to finish It. Last yoar the
engineers estimated that 1 ,115,000
would finish the work, and that (000,000
of that could be profitably expended
during the fiscal year ending June 30.
1802. They only received f435,000 of
that, ao that the estimate to complete,
uniesa cnangeu, woum now do only
(080,000 Undoubtedly, us in most
cases, this will be found too low, and
there Is no reasonable prospect of a com
pletion of the canal and locka before
1694 i r 1801. No one but an engineer
may do aute to sneaK critically and with
exactness of such a work, but It scarcely
needs an expert to safely mako the
assertion that the work was badly
planned and has not been well manaKel.
It is certain that the plans contemplated

work of far greater magnitude than
was necessary, and that from lack of
money when it could be used to best
advantage or from other reasons it' has
been vexatiously interrupted and de
layed. I intimated a while ago that
there might be some reason why the
work at the mouth of the Columbia had
progressed ao rapidly and succeeded so
well, being constructed with even less
money than tho estimates reouired.
while this had been so disappointing.

TUB RAILKOAD'S I.NFLUENCK.

I do not know the reason : I do not
know the baleful influence that has

broo led all these years over this Cacadc
gorge and apparently partly paralyzed
that great work, intended to unshacklo
one of tho fetter upon the commerce of
the Columbia river region, but wo all do
know that wbllo (ho Union Pacific rail-

road had nn intoroH in havlrg the Col-

umbia river bur improved, it hml a
stronger interest in preventing tho im-

provements nbovo Portland, fo which
point its lino cxtonded; and wo also
know that railroad Influence has Iccn
potent for many yeara nt tho national
capital. Tho Northern Pacific has ulso
a huge though a less direct interest in
thoHuino direction. It has no parallel,
competing road as tlio Union Pacific hasy
l ut onco open (heritor and thereby forco-dow-n

'ho Union Pacific's rates, and
Pacific wotil I nt once havo to

muko tlio sumo rate- - from nil competing:
points both to Portland and tho bound.
Ilonco wbllo no Hpecillc charges can lat-
itude, it is natural and rcu.onnhIn fnr
th suspicion to be entertained that dur-
ing all these years tho potont Influence
of these grunt corporutlons bun oi crated
to delay and Impetlo thin gnat work.
Mud it not I ceii for Ibis influence,,
brought to bear somoulp ro, lou.ehow.
many caplo believe lliut the plans would
It ivo I ecu different In ib flit plsco, nntl
that tli cai.nl and locks would have
been dono five yenr' ago. I have ulreudy
shoan li w tho bull ting of ilio portage
road and ho opposition t oun have slice --

cdtho Union I'ncllic m'lroud in tho com-
paratively Miiull nglon of country trihu-lor- y

to tlio Dulles; what wonder, ihonr
that these cot orations should flghi to
tlio uftermoct tie oiening of tlio river
both there nnd at tho Dullo, 'I hey nro
not censurable in this; they nro lookli

tor themselves; iiny company or man
would do tho samo; hut the u oral of It
Is Hint tlio people must look out Hliurply
for themselves too,

TIIK I'OHTAOK ItOAl).
They had friends who did this well for

them in tlio last legisluturo when they
secured tho pasenpo for the hill, provid-
ing for the building of tho porlugo toad
around tho uncompleted canal at Ilio
Cascades. This gocd work was supple-
mented by the action of the bravo unci
ptihlic-spititc- d business men of Thrr
Dalles, who almost unaided, built Ilio-tw-

boots, tho "Hegrlator," a iun nboxc
and tho "Dalles City" below tho twinge
road, and they and nil the peoplo w

to Tho Dalles, to buy or sell, tc
trade or travel, havo already reaped u
goodly harvest from the joint action of.'
tho legislature antl cf tlio people of Tho-Dalles- .

I diverge from tho subject hero
HUllloIently to say thai this enterprise
on tho part ot thoso men is worthy of all
commendation and ot imitation in other
places. They muilo their monoy talk.
It was prophesied that tlio Union Pacific-woul-

run thorn out; it has tried to. and
it bus managed to secure a large portion,
of the freight, but Tho Dulles men were-no- t

to be bin (Ted or scared ; nnd If tboy
haven't mado muck money they have-save-

tens ot thousands ofdollars to tho eo-plo-

that region, giving the town a great-
ly increased trado. and brought about
prosperity in which they have shared.

TDK DALLES.
Hut at this point, The Dalles, the rivrr

is again impeded. Between tliero and
Celilo there Is a reach of about twelvo- -

miles of interrupted navigation. Iu y

ot Celilo there Is a fall in tha
river, at low water, of 47 feet. Three
miles below nro the rapids, one-ha- lt

a milo long, with n low water elope- -

of seven and a half feet to the mile.
Lower down aro The Dalles rapidn, on
and a half milo in lungtb.wlthafullof te
feot per mile' Tho total fall in the reach
Is 61 4 feet at low and G2.5 feetathlgU
water. Three plans havo been proposed
for operating theso obstructions, namely.
canal nnd locks, a bout ra lwav. nnd a.
portage railroad.

mere lias been an unfortunate d sa--
nreement as to which of thtn il.m
should be pursued, and also, if a portage-roa-

should be built by local enterprise.,
on which sldo of tho river it should he- -

located. The river and harbor act of
August 11. 1888. directed the secrrtnrv
of war to appoint a board of three en-
gineers of the United States army
to thoroughly examine the obsti MRllnnH.
and to reiwrt as to tbe feasibility and
advisability of overcoming them by
means of a boat railway at The Du)le
rapids and Celilo falls, and widening to
navigable status for large tonnago river
boats the channel of the rlvor t i)i rAn
and ten-mil- e rapids. The engineers, on
uecemoer in, 1888, after discussing:
various nroiects. rerjorted that m.
single track portage railway, to cost
4:1.000. and that could be cnntrnct.l

in one year, would be the cheapest and
quickest solution of the difficulty But
recognizing tho objections to the trans-
shipment of freight, and realizing that
such a road might not be adequate for
future requirements, tbe hoard nrenared
a report oo the second project, tbe toat
railway, and recommended it as a final
solntion of tlie question. In other
words tboy would tirst build the norta
road, as a means ot nt least temnnrniv- -

relief, then go to work on tho largor and
mote experimental jod ol a boat railway.

TUG HOAT RAILWAY,
Tlie plan ot this was to tako tho boat

from the river at the foot of The Dalles
rapids, and return them to the river at
the head ot Celilo Falls, hy means of
hydraulic lifts, ono et each terminus,
transferring thorn over tho Intervenlnc
distance, a little over eight miles, by a
ailway. 'ilio estimated cost ot the

whole system with an equipment of two-
cars and four engines, capable of pass
ing eight boat of 000 tons weight each
in each direction every twelve hours, la

2,000,350.35. Further estimates were--

made as to h coat of transporting more
boats, and of tbe maintenance of tho
system, which for sixteen boats every
twelve Hours would be (80,000 annually.

Tbe third protect, canal and locks, wan
recommended bv Ma inr Hand
local engineer in charce. and waa eatl- -


