
EAST OF THE CASCADES,

The Fairest and Most Favored Region

o! tbe Earth,

A DESCRIPTION OF ITS RESOURCES.

A Country Tbat Offers Extra Inducements to

the Home-Seeke- r, to Capital

and to Labor.

"Written for tlic OrcKnlaii.
That KaBtern Oregon Is a prosperous

country cannot bu doubted, That It lutH

much to commend It, in every way, i

apparent oven to tlio casual observer,
flint It Is a land Unit responds most gen
erously to efforts of men, of all eondl
tlons, bus Ijooii generally proven, but Its
agency In lifting tlio Impoverished tin
migrant from want and own penury to
case, comfort and luxury nyol to ulllu
once lias been amply shown In tbb fact
tlmt nearly all Miotic who liavo liimil
grated thither and settled within Its con
fine were at tlio time of their advent
men of lltllo or no mentis, who have
gained nearly all their possessions and
added to their accumulations under the
benign Influences that have surrounded
them In this favored laud. Seek any
community, and thu Inquirer will have
pointed out to him Its solid monled men,
TfhoHO lilntory plainly shows that they
hare, In common parlance, "made all
their money here." Thin in thu rule,
rare exceptions. Then too, tlio mass of
lti citizens are all buoyant with tlio pros
poet that tlio future hub In store for them
the sumo good fortune, If they exhibit
the mime perseverance, Industry and
thrift, for Ih there n man, who displays
these ijuiilltlcH, and lias been In tlio
country any length of time, who cannot
point to thu fact that hi circumstances
ure far better than when hollrst "pitched
Lis tout" upon the plains of Eastern
Oregon? You would seek lit vnluforn
country that tins accomplished more for
thu Impoverished Immigrant. This may
not bu described us thu mythical Eldo-rrfiil-

but It' npprouches as near to It as
tuny portton of Columbia's fair domain.
Tne writer has In mind many young men
who, a few years since, weru nil but
piunllcss, and who, to-da- may estimate
tin vnluu of their possessions Into tlio
tlnusuiids of dollars. All acquired
under thu Intluences and circumstances
that surround tliuiu hero. Is not such a
country worthy of being described ut
length, In these columns, and can your
time bu butter spent than In perusing thu
description of tlio resources of such a
tountryY

TltK VAUIliP IIKHOUIICKH.

Ho varied aru thu resources and In-

dustries of Oregon, and so diverse Is thu
climate In different parts of tho statu us to
forcibly suggest Its division Into sections,
while closely observing those Hues of
dcmnrktitlnu which the nature of thu
country anil cllmatu nmko patent. In
this way has that section known us
Kn.Ueru Oregon becomu u familiar desig-
nation for all that portion of the statu
lying east of tho Cascade .Mountains,
which pass through thu statu north ami
mmtli, and this section comprises about
two-third- s of Oregon. This mountain
raugu causes such marked difference In
the climate- - such distinctiveness In thu
hciihoiis and such a dllTerencu In thu
rainfall as to fully Justify thu division
of tlio Htatu Into Kastern and Western
Oregon.

Tlio moisture of thu Kastern Is much
less than thu Western section the precip-
itation being less than onu-hal- Thu
most rain mid snow fall In thu season
from October to .May, while theru Is but
little rain from Juno to October, and for
this reason ample time Is afforded for
harvesting of crops, which aru often left
Htaudlug In thu tlelds for mouths atu
time. 1 hiring thu summer mouths thu
temperature In thu day Is often high,
lint thu absence of humidity, which pre-
vails In thu East, makes ft seldom op-

pressive, Tho nights In summer, how
ever, aru almost Invariably cool, and thus,
whatever tho uxperleucu of thu day, thu

earv toller can tit night Ho down to ro- -

freshing Hlumber, ami is strengthened
and Invigorated for thu duties of each
recurring day, For a country so far
north the winters aru exceedingly mild.
Heldum Is there any extremely cold
weather until thu mouth of January. L'p
to that time thu weather of the fall and
winter months Is mostly pleasant and
comfortable, varied ut times by cold
spells In November and December, but
In January there Is usually n spell of

weather, during which the ther-
mometer fulls below zero, but this con-
tinues only about three or four weeks ut
furthered, uud In February tho farmer
can usually begin to plow, though In
rure cuoes there Is n cold nnnp lu .March.
Snow seldom falls before thu holidays,
uud when It falls It quickly melts uud
disappear. The moderating intlueucu
which cause tins, Is known us thu
'Chinook wind," which originating uloug

the wurm Jnpuu current of the I'aellle
Ocean, blows Inland, by way of thu Col-

umbia river lulnt melting thu snow ut
once, uud own tuning the severe cold
etibt wind. February usually brlifu's
with It mild weather and copious rulus,
thus demonstrating thu short duration of
winter. The healthluliiess of Kastern
Oregon Is well known aud on It elevated
plateaus the. drvness.. ....and salubrllv

.
of

ullinate miiKe it miien sought ov inoso
ntleeted by pulmonary und other du.
cases.

Tlio country eat of the Cascades was
liractionlly oponed to seltlemeut by rich
jiiacer mining discoveries from It-0- to
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1804, that being the only Inducement
then known to Immigrants. Tho ex-

haustion of those placer diggings gradu-
ally developed into stock raising us u
means of subsistence to those who found
the climate ho pleasant as to breed n de-

sire to remain. As the result of this u
few years saw Immense Hocks of sheep,
herds of cattle, uud bunds of horses rang-
ing this great Interior tract, which soon
becamu known us the "Stockman's Para-
dise." Little was then dreamed of Its
perfect adaptability to wheat raising and
ugrlcuitural pursuits, for stockralslng
was attended with such success as to re-

tard Its development In that direction.
The mountain ranges alTorded grazing
for the summer, while the great rolling
hills uud plateaus covered with tho fa-

mous natural "bunch grass" was reserved
for winter range, tho two combining
with a well watered country to make It
all tho herd could desire. With tho ad
vent of tho railroad, however, u great
change began: uud Is now progressing
rapidly to iiiuku tins bccuuii one, u h
Is not u rcndv.the most productive ngrl
cultural reirlons o.' our immense national
domain from thu Atlantic to thu 1'uclllc.

Where thu sod of tho virgin soil hus
been turned, uud sown In othe.-- cereals,
thu yield bus been found most satlsrac
ton--, nnil lu munv Instances marvelous
Although this section, us compared with
Unit West 01 Uie wouiu ue con
Hlilereil drv. and for a lunir tlmu lininl
grants hesitated to risk Its cultivation,
thu soli possessed tho rumarkablu
faculty of taking up aud retaining tho
moisture from thu rains uud atmosphere,
thus ciiuiirlnir thu lunro crops so Ire
uuentlv harvested. Hence the soli of
thu lands lu this section does not seem to
require the amount of rain that Is else-

where necessary, In order to ensure
crops, but lu this section crops seem to
grow and llourlsli under conditions
which, If tney prevailed eisuwuero,
would senrcoly seem possible. Thu
proof of this Is found In the largo yields
of wheat uud other grains that are a
marvel to our Kastern friends.

HltKKl' AM) CATTI.K.

Now, turn from thu cultivation of thu
soil to its other resources, and wo aru
equally ustunished, at thu largu yield of
wool from sheep that live uud thrive
mum (lie Hill IO. umolllltllll! to UlUtlV mil
lions of pounds annually, besides, these
raugu fed sheep supply tho Increasing
demand for mutton, and tho mutton thus
supplied Is of line quality. Much at-

tention Is ulso devoted to stock that
rnnito "upon a thousand hills," uud uru
thrifty uud In such condition as to fur
nish thw market with
cholco meats. Horses
aro also raised In largo
numbers una at sniuli
expense, which, In most
lnstunces, Is only In-

curred lu branding ami
salting them, uud lu
rounding them up for
shipment or sale. In
this section great In-

terest Is taken lu
Uiliilug.uuumuuy uuuen
of gold und silver have
been worKeu, resulting
In nil out-pu- t thai
must convince tho skep-
tical tlmt this Is a min-
ing country.

Iu some sectlonsjsuch
us linker county, a lurgo

portion of thu popula-
tion uru engaged lu
this pursuit lluker City
is the center uud depot
of supplies for a mlu
lug district, 120 miles
long, by about 80 miles
wlife, covering consUl
ernblu parts of linker,
()rant uud Union conn
ties. Although tho
mines In this section
luivo been worked lu u
crude manner, they
have, up to this time,
produced gold to tho
aggregate actual viduo
of somowhere near if 10,

000,000. It cun liurdly
bu said that a district
that has produced this
vast sum, uud In which
Homo six or seven thous-
and men aro engaged
In .rotltablu mining, Is
undeveloped. Theru Is,
of course, couslduniblu
development, but only
u meru scratching of
thu surface us com
pared with tho

In tho older nud more well-know- n

gold mining districts. .Many
mines, known to bo rich lu ore, uro not
worked ut all, und very few nro worked
by thu most modem uud profitable meth-
ods. Thu cheap nud makeshift style, the
poor efforts of poor men, marks the du
velopmeut of thu mining Industry.

TUB Ml Kl OK CAl'ITAU
Hut while gold Is round lu Paying

quuntllles, theru ure ulso many mines of
silver, giilenu, and coal scattered over
nearly all thueouiitles of Kastern Oregon.
Tho great need Is capital to sink Hhufts,
to bring water, to buy machinery, to
employ labor, to eiisuro transportation
ami other vurled uses, necessary for tho
development of mining Industries. Al-

ready thu uru of development is ut hand.
UullromU permeate tills section, making
It readily ueceslblo uud giving It easy
und rapid communication with tho rest
or thu world, rendering It easy to bring
machinery und material to tho mines,
uud curry tho ores uwuy. lho telegraph

Icullo
10 KpllffliZthJvh&n u

nd hut
uiut all elreunutances favor renewed ue- -

1 cl din that this llstrlc Is
&lhSlvX

mlVtMAbun
uiur

Viiiim, "ul'"" ,uo

Ol'll lllUl'Tlll'l. VAl.l.KVS.

Would that wu could It ml spaco to
complete the description of Kastern Ore
K"l ' !" wimia require a volume

'or no small proportions, I he enthu- -

.......... ..r .1... .... .. ..Iri.t.l .............ii tkis"" i"' "
ator would surely be aroused, were he to
visit nud behold the beauty nud substan-
tial resources of the (Sniude Konde val-

ley. In Union U'Mhty, thu l'owder lllver
viillev, thu valley of thu Umatilla aud

other streams lu Umatilla county and
numerous other sections, which aro di-

vided Into farms and ranches, whore
crop nud stock arc raised in abundance,
and as tho years glide by, permnnent and
substantial Improvements multiply, as
well us those that tend to tho com fort of
tho land-owne- r nud adds to thu beauty of
his surroundings.

The Immigrant passing through this
country by rail can obtain no adequutu
Idea of tills section from what ho may
sec along thu lines of tho railroads, for
tho reason that thu greatest development
Is not to bo found contiguous to the road
beds. Let him, however, step ofT tho
train, at any thriving town, or village,
uud investigate what is tlio basis oi tlio
prosperity he finds there and ho will bu
convinced tlmt ho may well putiso before
he determines to seek farther for if ho
determines to movo on, ho is most likely,
ns has been so often demonstrated, to "go
farther uud fare worse."

TIIK L'MMATK

of Kastern Oregon Is bracing and seems
to Infuse new llfo and encriry Into all
that como under Its lnlluence, hence thu
activity, push ami enterprise that seems
to Inspire Its citizens, young and old, and
nearly all seem to catch this spirit, and
thus tho car of progress Is pushed rapidly
forward. Llfo here may be described us
much faster and more furious, so to
speak, than thoso uro accustomed to who
null from tho r.ast, and it may safely bo
said that wu live and accomplish more iu
oiio year, In this section, than we would
In live years, lu thu Kust. Our friends
that Inhabit tho Atlantic states cun
hardly understand or credit this, but let
thorn visit us, for "seeing is believing."

Capitalists, whom no description by
letter could induce to Invest here, fre-
quently visit us, uud so struck uro they
with tho many features of this fast de-

veloping country that they becomu In-

fused with our western spirit, and reason
that a country with such enthusiastic
tollers, such rapid development, uud so
many tentures to commend it must uc u

und sale place lor their Investments:ftood our lands and securities of uli
kinds aro being eagerly sought by these
careful uud Judicious observers.

This paper Is In sympathy with tho
patlont miners on Greenhorn and other
inlnur.il sections of (Irani county, navs
tlio Hr.iut County News, who will upend
tlin lonir winter dovclotiiniMiiiartz mines.
wlulo tlioy llvo alone and fry their mil
iary uapjax ovor uiu mutt) oi a pino icnot.
Verily,. they aru tlio forerunners of Grant
county's prosperity.

COURT 1I0USK HUll.DINIi

Jri'Itftttlnir Ilurren "Wuwtou.
Ootemxrury wl h HoereUry Noble's

iht the plan of irrig-- r

lug our waste uud arid Uu is I piwiel
forward, retorts como from vsrio'is see
tioiis tint indicate uutlva local move-
ment lu the eaiii" direct on, A thorough
svtoin of irr g.tion llut would

and ly water barren
uustts, ni)H the Kiiguno City Uuard.
wh cli onlv need moisture, to mako tli' in
furt'lo, would bu of incalculable benellt
to this country. There ure. exliuiHll.nn
store-- of wat- -r on und lu tlio earth und
iliu only dlllluultv Is In providing the
means f r prop, rly distributing uud
util.zlug It on lho surface.

Secretary Noble reports there aro
o97.rul,783 acres of vuouit lands in the
United Klutes It is estimated that ut
lea- -t aoO.OiKi.iKV) acres of tin so 1 ind are
tiHele-- H for wgriculture, but lliut 120,tXW,- -
no I that aro oerert mav to redeemed by )

Civ iu nl route. Iihh leon uklng
let rest in tliu new dio very.

using hia ellbrtt to o giniie a joint stock
company to develop the pp periy.

A pocket In a vein ot cpmrli In the
Click IhlN. Oregon, in to'ny y'eMed
t'MX) in gold Such a ( cket wo dd o
very du'lrahle in a winter ovcrco t but
tne tailors don't scorn to be iu the light
vein.

OUR OWN FAIR LAND,

Umatilla First Among the Counties ol

Eastern Oregon,

AND THE FOURTH IN THE STATE,

Soil, Climate, Products, Natural Wealth,

Schools, Markets, Railroads,

Future Prosperity.

Written for the Kast Orcgonum.
In our own county of Umatilla wo

llud that the march of progress has taken
rapid strides, and development Is Increas-
ing, year by year. It Is a county of vast
and varied resources, which are becoming
better appreciated as they nro more
nearly understood Und us we become
more Intimately acquainted with them.

TIIK ilKAI.TltrUl.NKHH

of tho cllmatu is beyond question, nud
where sickness exists, it can nearly al-

ways bo traced to the habits of tho In-

dividual und his disobedience of tho laws
of sanitation, nud not to local causes
Inherent In thu country, For what else
could a pure, bracing utmosphero nud
Invigorating climate produce, other than
health, where thu Individual observes tho
simplest rules of hygiene.

This county has hardly been settled
long enough to produce a largo crop of
old men, yet theru aru to be met, men
vigorous and strong who have passed the
ugo of "three score and ten," aud Bomo
that have attained four scoro years und
aro enjoying "u green old age." Under
the lnlluence of climate the energy and
strength of men seem to be largely In
creased, and they uru capable of endur-
ing more mid accomplishing more than
elsewhere.

Tho origin nud extent of Umatilla
county may be thus described: All that
part of Oregon, east of thu Cascudu
mountains was, for sometime after Oro- -

on becamo a state, but one county,
nown us "Wasco." After awhile all tho

territory cast of tho present boundaries
nf Gilliam and Crook counties was
divided oft to form Umatilla county. In
tlmo other counties wero carved from
Old Wasco nud Umatilla counties, until
there are now fourteen counties lu Kust- -

UMATILLA COUNTY.

ern Oregon, as follows; Wasco, Shur-mu- u,

Crook, Klamath, Grant, Lake. Mal-
heur, Morrow, Ullllum, Harney, lluker,
Union, Wallowa and Umatilla.

Of these, we believe, It will not be dis-
puted, that Umatilla county is fur richer
and more productive aud populous than
any of thu others, und tho most favored
In every way. Wo do not say this boast-
fully, tor wo would gladly see substan-
tial progress lu all of them, uud every-
thing Indicates this to be Inevitable; but,
so patent ure tho largo und varied
resources uud advantages of Umatilla
comity, that uoiio need hesitate or have
uuy misgivings in making a homo within
Its couthics.

Iu describing Its advantages much
must bu necessarily said that hus often
been told before, but It must bo recollect-
ed that thero U a wide-sprea- d Interest
uiiiong strangers, who ure continually
writing to mako Inquiries upon tho very
points upon wnicu uns urucie irems, una
wUlU we 8mvu Blly wlll contnlu no exug

nud denounce tho country wherever they
may be, because, forsooth, "Maim Is uot
rained down from heaven," or "gold
dollars do uot grow upon trees," und
thus ensure them ense uud comfort with-
out labor chronic grumblers and
"calamity shrlekeis" valuable only as un
example for others to avoid, who would
devote their time and energies to the
best advantage. Such a class nro not
desirable, uud iu a new, progressive

W ,0 I l.i the ' m lleiently tractive. '
While we

cH,"t0 wl'tbelundaurelocMted. thlfl, wo wolVl t convey the Idea,
' thut everyone tlmt hus settled hero Is

A 0O1l jlNojvery as itwinlr made in amUHe.l iuuj content, for there ure certain
neight. r , -- h of .Mt. Vernon An ,iiM;l,lsrted lu every community,

Uh) hV however favorJd, who wlll tlnd aomo- -
tu,elt.Ppial- - tb,8 Umt aoei ,!ot Mllt their tastes, or

I y of Mr. Mehw-- n, that iniaglno evils that do not exlst-r- est-
(1)t, ,)rorit,,or 0( ,l0 (ufctr ,! Cunvon iL.ss who nro ever ou tho muve.

country like this, there Is no placo for
them. Hut this nrticle Is Intended for
tho perusal of those, who are willing to
take their places iu the nrmy ot toners
nud seize tho opportunities linn are
presented on every hand.

Tho dawn of tho real progress and
development of this country is In fact
just nt hand, for only of late, have trans
nortntlon facilities approximated tho de
maud, nud the attention of capitalists
been drawn to our extensive nun sun
stantlul advantages and resources.

A few days Blnce, while sented In our........ ........V. IT.-- .' .(,,..ouice, one oi umaiiiiii n mum
prosperous farmers entered, and In the
courso of conversation, we uskeil him
what he thought of Umatilla county.
To this, ho replied, in his iiiuii, positive
manner "it is tho best country l ever
saw" and, ho then went on to say that
ho had been In many states, but had
found noiio that possessed tho iidvuntages
of tills section. Ho then proceeded to
show what the young men lu his Immed-
iate family had accomplished, and out of
somo three sons and sons-in-la- who nru
quite young, thero was not one that was
not worth iromifo,vuuio iu,uw or more,
all made lu this county, In a few years,
nnd nil these men nro fanners. Tills
farmer came to Umatilla county with a
ilttlo money, which ho has increased bo
largely that no one who knows his cir-

cumstances would gainsay the statement
that ho Is now worth $100,000, and thero
are many other substantial farmers, lu
thu county, who uro worth muny thous-
ands; nil due to the advantages that
surround them in Umatilla county. We,
however, have no men of Immense
wenlth hero: no Uoulds; no Vanderbllts;
no Hockafellers, and very few that are
worth much mora than 100.000 each,
yet these ure Htillleleiit evidence of the
resources ot this county, lor noiwiiu-standin- g

the fact that this is, as yet, n
new nnd undeveloped country thev have
amassed their fortunes right 'here in this
county.

Tuning results as our criterion, u must
be acknowledged that Umatilla county
is ono of the fairest und most favored
regions of the earth, nud Is destined to
bo one of the wealthiest, most prosperous
nnd populous sections of the United
States.

Tho writer Is engaged In an active
business, In the county, which brings
htm In dully contact with all classes of
men, and ho is in a position to specially
observe and note the material resources
of the county, and It Is with no deslru to
boom tho country or boast of Its resources
that these Hues nro penned, but Blmply

to speak tho truth us
It represents Itself to
him.

Umatilla county Is
on the northern border
of Oregon, nnd Is sep
nrated from Idaho on
tho east, by Wallowa
and Union counties. Its
northern boundary Is
the southern stato lino
of Washington, and
tho Columbia river.
Union and Urant coun-
ties bound It on the
south and Morrow
county on tho west.
Up to 1883 the last
named county was a
part of Umatilla.

In round numbers,
Umatilla county has
about ninety townships,
about 2,O7i),00O acres or
u,v4U square tunes.

Somo of tho county
Is mountainous, such
us that which Includes
the territory traversed
by the llluo Mountains,
which nro in mo east-
ern and southern por-
tions of tho comity,
There Is also along tho
northern edge of tho
county, on the Colum-
bia river, a strip of
sandy laud, which
would renulro Irrlim- -

tlou to ndniit It to, agri-
culture. These lands,
comprising probably
twenty-liv- e townships,
In nil, nro not sought
for purposes ot agri
culture, though most
of thorn nro used ns
range for stock. After
deducting these, the
remainder, about sixty-fiv- e

townships, Is flue
agricultural hind uud

u largo proportion of It of extraor-
dinary fertility, uud which cun scarcely
bo equaled nud certainly not surpassed
anywhere In the United States. Thus,
tho binds of the county may bo said to
bo comprised under three heuds: Moun-
tains, sandy laud und ugrlcuitural land.
Thu mountainous portion nf tho county
Is exceedingly vuluuble, for besides
being used for grazing purposes, It sup-
plies timber for building, fencing nud
fuel, und lu muny parts, when cleared,
grows timothy buy to perfection, in fuct,
timothy grass grows wild In muny places
on the mountulus, especlully lu thut sec-
tion tributary to Meucham, a station In
the eastern part of tho county on the O.
It. & N. 11. It. Within this mountnlu
district there nro probably over 500,000
sheep kept and grazed every year. In
this mountain range, saw-mill- s nro
located ami manufacture lumber uud
shingles, for which there Is great de-
mand, they being shipped nnd hauled to
tho prairies, together with quantities of
fencing material nnd tiro-woo- The
demand for these must go on Increasing
for tho tributary country Is mostly com-

posed of prairies. These mountains can,
in most every direction, bo traversed by
horse, nnd Iu munv directions by wugon
nnd team. Nor Is the strip along tho
Columbia river worthless. It Is sandy
land covered with sane-brus- but pro
duces nu early tlno grass, very nutritious
nITordlug pasturage to many cattle und

... ......unier biuviv. iv id pin.., ..iiv.i i,
nnd irriguted, to be well adapted to tho
production of cereals, especially wheat,
llotweeu the boundaries af tho rugged
foothills and the belt of sandy lands lies
tho great grain producing portion of the
comity, probably nearly 1,500,000 acres.

Along the mountains tho agricultural
lands are considerably broken und rough,
and bordering upon the sandy region,

the soil Is lighter thnn elsowlicre, and
more subject to drouth and, therefore,
not ho productive ns that which lies
farther back.

Passing over those portions touched
upon above, Umatilla county may be
described generally un un elevated, roll-lu- g

plain or plateau. Such would bo IU
appearance from a distant blrd's-cyo-vie- w.

On closer acquaintance, however,
it Is found considerably broken, and In-

dented with numerous small canyons o.
gulches, mostly dry, except when melt-
ing snows convert them Into temporary
stream beds.

Here, then, Is tho southwestern portion
of the great "Columbia llasln." Uetwcen
tho wooded hills nnd the great river of
the northwest lies this fair nnd fertllv
land, "the heart of the 'Inland Kmplrc,'"
the soil nud climate of which have at-

tracted so muny ulready who have turned
their steps hltherwnni, and which will
attract thousands moro when their quali-
ties aro more widely known.

ho it..
The soil Is Indeed a wonder to all

strangers, and It is dllllcult for them to
believe at first that the land of such
appearance ns tills Is capable of rnisiuir
anything, much less such wonderful
crops as aro really grown. In n pnrt of
the country, It Is true, tho soil, when
moist, presents n dark, rich appearance,
ami this Is really the best; but further
from the mountains, where It looks
lighter aud is looser nnd liner, It Is scarce-
ly less productive. In summer, when no
rain has fallen for several weeks, per-
haps, It Is so dry on the surface, so light
nnd parched iu appearance, tltnt a
stranger, unacquainted with Its qualities,
would ai oncu pronounce u utterly use-
less. Hut he need only wait till harvest
for abundant proof of the maxim that
"appearances aro deceptive."

Tlds region wns once n sea-be- Again,
It was a chaos of Ice and rocks. Again,
it was deluged with un overflow of lava,
In some places hundreds of feet In depth.
It has been deluged with Hood; It has
been parched with rainless summers; It
has been swept with the belching of
volcanoes: It has been scarred and
chiseled and ground with monstrous Ico- -

bergs, in all these operations of nature.
Illllng countless ages of time, the soil
wns being prepared for the use uud nbodo
of man; and it would seem that some
thing in me nature oi thu materials or
which it is composed, or In tho manner
of the composition, render It of fertility
not surpassed, and scarcely collided, any
where on tho globe. Ono marked fcatura
of this soil Is Its capacity for retaining
moisture, so that when, after some weeks
without rain, tho surface seems parched
with drouth, the soil n few inches below
wlll bu moist; nnd gruhi will bo found
growing green nnd rank, and later, ripen-
ing into a bountiful harvest, when, under
similar climatic conditions lu many
localities any plants would have shriveled
uud starved for lack of water.

Tills Is a "now country" yet. Hy tbl
we mean that tho soil Is Just forming
upon the bedrock of the liasln. In many
places thu rock Is Indeed yet uncovered,
nud tho process of g has
scarcely begun. Tho Immigrant passes
through much of this sort of country on
his way hither, especially over thu North-
ern I'aellle. In other localities tho now
soil, formed during comparatively recent
uges, Is not yet moro than five, six, eight,
ten or twenty feet docn. Whenever It Is
of any such depth, It Is wonderfully pro-
ductive. Hut Umatilla county, as well as
all other portions of the Columbia llasln.
has consl(lerable territory where the soli
Is not of yet sufllclent depth to bu lit for
agriculture. Theso lire valuable for
pasturage, being gcnorally covered with
bunchgruHS, for which purpose they
should bu used, rather than In vain

nt funning.
Tho prairies of Umatilla county nro

not as well watered as might bu desired,
yet there are a number of small streams,
und no locality Is fur from these. The
principal streams uro the Walla Wiilla
uud Umatilla rivers, und Wild Horse,
Ulrch, Hotter, mid other creeks. On the
iip-Inu- abundant springs nru also fre-
quently found. Tho Htrenins are bor-
dered by n growth of cottonwood or bnlm,
uud other trees supplying fuel nud fenc-
ing material to those living along tht
banks of tho streams. Most of tho set-
tlers upon tho prairies have tn depend
on the mountains for their wood, hauling
It a distance of from llvo to forty miles.
Tho timber of the lllue mountains is
mostly of pine and tamarack.

MUUK AIIOUT Cr.lMATK.
Climate Is thu main thing considered-b- y

most emmigrants. Many of them
having experienced tho cyclones uud
miasmatic lutliieuces of other states,
scarcely credit tho reports of tho health-fulnes- s

and equability of this section.
Kxaggeratlons may oven havo reached
them, but the plain truth Is sufllclent to
commend this section.

no seldom hnvo anv severe cold until
tho lntter part of December, nnd rarely
after about tho 20th of January, though
sometimes there Is cold weather lu Feb-
ruary aud even March, but. usnnllv. th
farmer Is running his plough or beeder
lu February.

In the mountains tho spirit thermome-
ter sometimes records as low ns 40 nr ah
degrees below zero, but this ouly occurs
for a night or two, nnd during tho same
time, iu tho settled portions of the
comity, the thermometer only marks
about 25 or 30 degrtes below zero. Hut
notwithstanding this low range of tho
thermometer durlug one or two lays of
the winter, It may truthfully bo said tlmt
there nro but few days In winter, In which
the. thermometer dn pH as low as zero,
and owing to lho dryness of tho atmos-
phere, ieop e do not suitor Um the e ld
as they do in dnnier loca Itles, Tho
extent i f cold weather hoio Isuliont five
or six weekn, and often not over three or
four, wo puss through the
entire winter without any really c. Id
weather, as in tho winter of 1888-- 0.

"inters usually break early, and theFebruary of this cllmnto 1b
qnently, Mn.llur to Ap II, and March
fiinila to the month of Mav in Illinois
o iNow J or Mjow frequently fall In
winter, but the "Chinook winds." to
wi. h we havo alluded, Eoon take these
away, and the air becomes as mild and
plo,iant as spring

Though in Miinmor tho weather is not
usually opp essimt wam, we have a few
hot dayn, hut wo do not fuller fiom the
heat, as one would iu climates whore

i


