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The Fairest and Most Favored Reglon
of the Earth,

A DESCRIPTION OF ITS RESOURCES.

A Country That Offers Extra Inducements to
the Home-Seeker, to Capital
and to Labor,

Written for the Kast Opegoninn
That Eastern Oregon I8 s prosperons
country cannot be doubted,  Thnt it has
much to commoend it In every way, is
apparent even to the cisual observer.
That it s & Innd that responds most gen-
erously to efforts of men, of wll condl-
tions, has boen generally proven, but its
ageney in lfting the impoverished Im
migrant from want and even penury to
ense, comlort and luxury —aye! to afflu-
once—has been wmply shown in thé fact
that nenely wll those who have fmmi:
grated thither and settled within s con
fines were wt the thme of their advent
men of little or no means, who have
gained nearly all thelr possessions  and
added to thelr secumulations under the
benign Influsnces that have surronnded
them In this favored Innd.  Beek any
community, and the lngulrer will have
polnted out to him itssolid monied men,
whose history plainly shows that they
have, In common parlance, “made all
their money here”  This I the rule, |
rare exceptions. Then too, the mass of
ite citizens are all buoyant with the pros-
pect that the future has In store for them
the same good fortune, If they exhibit
the same perseverance, Industry and
thrift, for is there a man, who displays
these qualities, and les been In the
country any length of time, who cannot
polot to the fact that his cireumstances
are far better than when he first “pitched
bie tent” upon the plalns of Eastern
Oregont  You would seek In vain forn
country that has accomplished more for
the impoverished Immigrant. This may
not be deseribed e the mythical Eldo-
mrado, but it approsches as pear to it as
any portion of Columbia's falr domain,
“Tae writer has In mind many young men
who, u few years since, were all but
p uniless, and who, to-day, may estimate
1y value of thelr possessions Inte the
tiousnnds of dollams. Al sequired
uider the lnfluences and cireumstances
that wurround them here. s not such
conntry worthy of being described st
Jength, In these columuns, nnd  can your
time be bettor spent than in perusing the
desoription of the resources of such a

country ¥

THRE VANIED RESOUNCKS,

Bo varied are the resources und In
dustries of Oregon, and so diverse s the
climite In different parte of the state as o
forcibly suggest lts divislon luto sectivos,
while closely obsorving those lnes of
demarkation which the nature of the
country and climate make patent,  In
this way has that sectlon known us
Eustern Oregon become o fumilinr desig-
uation for mll that portion of the state |
Iying east of the CUnsende Mountains, |
which puss through the state north wod
sotth, nod this section comprises about
tworthirds of Oregon,  This mountuin
runge cavuses such  marked dilference lu'
the ellmate—such distinctiveness n the
wonsotin and soch o differonce  In the
vidufall—as to fully justify the division
of the state Into Eustern und  Western
Oregon,

Toue molsture of the Eastern ls much
lews thun the Western sectlon the precip
itntlon belng less than onehnlf,  The
most raln and snow  full in the season
from October to May, while there Is but
lHitle ruin from June to October, and for |
this renson wmple time s afforded for |
hurvesting of vrops, which are ofton left |
-uwllur n the Helds for months wta
thine, Durlng the summer months the
tempornture o the day s often high,
bt the nbwence of humidity, which pre-
valls In the East, makes It seldom op-
proessive, The nights In summer, how-
ever, are plmost invariably cool, mud thus, |

[ties.  Although the

haustion of those placer diggings gradu- | vided Into farms and ranches, where
[ally developed Into stock rulsing ss a|crops and stock are ralsed in sbundance,

OUR OWN FAIR LAND.

| menns of subsistence to those who found | and as the years glide by, permanent and |
the climate so plensant as to  breed n de- | substantinl |ﬂ'l‘lﬂl|fl!l'l'll"{l'tl multiply, urllll.ﬂlll First l“‘ the Counties of

gire to remain.  As the result of this n | well ns those that tend to the comfort/of

[few years saw Immense flocks of sheep, | the Innd-owner and adids to the besuty of

Dierds of enttle, and bands of horses rang- | ks surroundings.

Hing this great Interlor tract, which soon|  The immigmot pussing thron this
became known us the “Stockman’s Para- | country by rall ean obtain no  adequnte
dike.”  Little was then drenmed of its | idea of this sectlon from what he may |
porfect adaptability to wheat raising and | see along the lines of the rallronds, for
ngriculturnl pursults, for stockraising | the resson that the greatest development
was pttended with such succoss as to re ‘ in not o be found contignous to the road

turd Its development in that direction, | beds, Lot him, however, step off the
The mountain moges afforded grazing | train, at any theiving town, or village, |
for the summer, whilo the gremt rolling | and investigate what is the basls of the
Lills and platenus covered  with the fu- | prosperity he finds thore and he will be |
mous natural “bunch grass” wis reserved i convineed that he may well pause before
for winter runge, the two combiniog | he determines to seek farther—for I he
with & well watered country to make it determines to move on, he s most likely,
all the herd could desire,  With the ad- | as his been so often demonstrated, to “go
vent of the rallroad, however, o grest | farther and fare worse,”

change began: and is now progressing THE ULIMATE ‘

rupldly o make this section one, I It Z -
in Ilml 'lllr--mlj‘. the most productive ngri- i ;:E E:""l:::“"':: gl?:'lel:nl:;molt:lo‘r lmlln:;":“
culturnl regions oo our Hnmense m:tiounl | tht t'urni- iy W lt# Inﬂuﬁnrr"{m the
domain from the Alhmlh. to the Pavific, netivity, push and enterprise 'lllll s
Where the sod of the virgin soll has to juspire its citizens, young and old, and
| been turned, and sown in othe: cerenls, pothpe I oll ‘shetsk 58 :'.‘Izch this » llﬂt' sadl
| the yleld has been found most satisfoe- thus !’Iw oarol B0 i n-lw!lrn'illllv
tory, nnd In muny lostances marvelous. fosward  Lite wn-“"" b‘: dﬁcrlh-!d o
Although this section, ns compared with | mueh l:ulr:r il e Tarons 86 0
| that west of the Cascndes, would be con- "IH'“ than those afe nct'untomml.!n who
sidered dry, and for n lung time lmml- |0 et Baat 'and It may safely be
| grants hesitated to risk ita cultivation, | g o0 'we live aad sccomplfsh more in
the wsoll  possessed  the  remarkable oB6 Jear. iu. this soutlon lhin'n b Wwould
[ fuculty of taking up sud retalning the in fve fr.u? i the En.;l Our friends
moisture from the riine and atmosphere, ’ v '
| that Inhabit  the Atlantle states can
[thus ensuring the large crops so ‘""'hlrdlv understand or credit this, but let
guently harvested, Hence the soil of them vislt us, for “seelng Is belleviog.”
[the lunds In this section does not seem o - L] o
| .| Capitalists, whom no description by
require the amount of rain that Iselse- | o0 iT 0t e 10 lnvest here, fro-
Cwhere necessary, in order to ensure quoatly vislt us, and 8o struck ure'uwy
| crops, but 1n this section crops seem to [ Loy TR T Tril (o Of this ast de-
lgrow and  Hourlsh  under conditions velopln uoun{q 105t they Bocoms t-
which, if they prevalled elsewhere, | o L Jl our westorn lplly‘lt, and renson
would scarcely weem possible. The | o0 country with such enthusiastic
proof of this is found in the large yields tollers, stich rapid development, sud 8o
of wheat and otber gralne that wre u [ Ll S0 M end It must be &
murvel W our Eastern fricuds. od and sefe place for thelr investments;
SHEEP AND CATTLE. ience our lands snd securities of nlf
Now, turn from the cultivation of the | kinds nre belnj engerly sought by these
soll to Its other resources, and we are | careful and judicious observers,
equally sstonished, at the large ylold of
wool from sheep (hat lve und thrive| This paper 18 in sympathy with the
upon the rnge, nmnun!inuu many mil- | patient miners on Greenhorn and other
llons of pounds sunually, besides, these | minerd sections of Grant county, says
range fed sheep supply the increasing | the tirant County News, who wil nd
demuand for mutton, sod the mutton thus | ths loog winter dewlnpl:: 7:"!: mines,
supplied Is of fine quality,  Much st- | while live alone a y their soli-
tention is also devoted to stock that : tary flapjax over the hlags of a pioe knot.
range *upon & thousand hills,” and ure | Verily, they are the forerunners of Grant

old men, yet there are to

theifty and In such condition as to fur- | county’s prosperity.
nish the market with
choce ments, Horses
are also ruised In jarge
numbers und st small
expeuse, which, in most
Instances, ls only io-
curred In branding and
salting them, and in
rounding them up for
shlpment or sale, In
this section grest in-
terest s en In
mining.and many mines
of gold and silver have
been worked, resulting
in an out-put  that
must convinee the skep-
tieal that this s & win
lug vountry.

1n some sectionssuch
us Baker county, n large

portion of the populs-
tion are en in
this pursuit Huker City
s the center and depot
of supplies for u min
lng &lulrlrl. 120 miles
long, by nbout 80 miles
wide, coverimg consld
erable purts of Baker,
Grant and Union coun

mines In this section
lave been worked In
crude  manuer, they
bave, up to this time,
produced gold to the
aggregate actunl value
of somewhere near $40,
000,000, Lt cun handly
be suld that a districs
that has produced this
vast sui, and in which
some slx or seven thous-
and men are engaged
In profitable mining, is

o smnemmses || wesenannne

Eastern Oregon,
AND THE FOURTH IN THE STATE.

Soil, Climate, Products, Natural Wealth,
Schools, Markets, Rallroads,
Future Prosperity.

Written for the East Ovegonlin.

In our own county of Umatilla we
find that the march of progress has taken
rapid strides, and development is increns-
ing, yoar by year. It s a county of vast
and varied resources, which are becoming
botter apprecinted sus  they are more
nearly understond and as we become
more intimately acqualnted with them,

THE HEALTHFULNESS

of the climate Is beyond guestion, and
where sickness exists, it can nearly al-
ways be traced to the habits of the in-
dividual and his disobedience of the Inws
of sanitation, and not 1w local causes
Inherent in the country, For what else
could n pure, bracing stmosphere and
Invigorating climate roduce, other than
health, where the individual observes the
nll’l;zlul rules of hygiene,

in county hns hardly been settled
long enough to produce a lnrge crop of
be met, men
vigorous and strong who have passed the

of “three score and ten,” and some
that have attained four score years and
nre onduyin' “a green old age” Under
the Influence of climate the energy and
sirength of men seem to be largely in-

cressed, nnd they ure capsble of endur

Ing more and accomplishing more than

clsewhere,

The origin and extent of Umatilla

county may be thus described: All that

of UOregon, east of the Cascade

motuntuine was, for sometime after Ore-

s becume a state, but one county,
nown a8 “Wasco"  After awhile all the

territory enst of the present boundaries
of Gilliam and Crook counties was
divided off to form Umntilla county. In
time other counties were carved from

Old Waseo and Umatilla counties, until

there are now fourteen counties in Enst-

p ﬂ"-r‘

undeveloped, There is,
of course, conslderable
development, but only
n mere serstehlong of
the surfnce as  com

COURT HOUSKE BUILDING= UMATILLA COUNTY.

pared with the de~ _ R
velopment In the older and more well- Irriguting Barron Wastes.
known gold ml:lu R Y

wilnes, konown to be rich o vre, are ne : i .
worked st all, and very few wre worked | m"’x‘:‘e:f‘“. = rlh::htlbl.wpl:: s |:u, 4]
by the most modern and profitable meth. Srenrd. ForoHS rom verious sec-
ods.  The cheap and makeshift style, the tious that in-ﬂt*lt'uilm:clilf. tooul - moOves

whatever the experience of the day, the | poor eftorts of poor men, marks the de ot in the same directon. A th

wenty toller can at nlght He down o re-
Prostiing slumber, and I8 strengthennd

wid dnvigorated 'I‘ir the dutles of ench | Bur while gold Is found In ‘“y'“‘".."ﬂ says the Eugene Uity Ginard,
reonnhng duy,  Foron o conntry w0 I8E g ggagiles, there are also many  mines of | i oy only need moisture to make them
north the winters are exceedingly wild, L ivoe sulons, and coal seattered over | fore o, would be of incalculable benefit
Neldow ds there any extremely cold nearly wll the counties of Eastern Oregon. | gy thin eountry. There wre exh il s |
woutlier untll the month of January. Up e wreat need s oapital to sink shafts, | gores of water on wnd o the earth

o tintthme the weather of the flland fyg gy water, W buy wachivery, 0/ he only dificulty e in providing the
winter monthe Teomostly ploasant sud g nioy labor, (0 snsure Umosportation | peeny { v prop ey distributing sod |
votdortable, varled st thmes by cold mu, other varied uses, necessary for the |yl ging it o the sorface.

e ‘I n \--';Iin"--l' unil |||‘N‘t'llllh'l'-"l"': development of mining 5""“'“"]“'-1 Ail‘ | - . - !
" pary there s usinlly n spedl 08 wogdy the ora of development  is st hand, |

severe weather, during which the ther | poiirouds permeato un'_ section, making mmﬂ Noble reports there are

G ter fulle below pero, but this cun
ek ondy whaout three or four weeks nt
farthorest, mdd i February  the Inrmer
cat suadly begin e plow, though in
TR 1 e thers Is 8 |'<-ll‘ i n .\fll‘\'ll.
S Llown fulls bofore the Iu-lhln_\e-.

pindh when bt Gl B guiekly  welts wnd
disi g prar e woderating Inthuence
whichh ¢ thits, s Enown ds the
“Uhlnook wl *whileh ovlginatiog snlong
the waprin A e carrent of the Paclie
ovan, bipwa ladd, by way of the Unl
i lig anine melting  the suow at
Ohee, sl overroming the severe cold
oast  wind February  asially  brides
with It willkd weather and coplous ralos,
thus demonstrating the shoet duration of
winler Phe hoalthiiluess of Fastern
Opegon bs well Kuown and on s elevated
plateaus e dryiess and  salubivity of
ellmate mukes it much sought by those
allvoted by  pulmionnry  aud other dis
CaNes,

Tue conutry east of the Cpscades was

practically opeaed o scttlement hy rich
placer mining discoverios from 1561 to

velopment of the minlog lndustry.

THE NEED OF CAPITAL, ally and syst-watically water barren

of vacint lands in the
It resdily aocessible and giving it easy z aeres
und rnl'ﬂl communication with the rest ll::-fl‘{‘llﬂnl'l::‘:hl It is :‘iwl:ll;:‘ll.\':
of the world, rendering It easy to bring oy g .l:“ X lll..t eyt
wnehinery amd materinl 10 the mines, :’.;'; ;';‘" e "'.““:l“"-"‘: r': b
and carey the ores away,  The telograph | o ;:0:“' ’ ”'m “:t.nl - ‘h""“ ::“l:'
wlso affonls the means of guick eommun- l":"f yor ey - “""““_ 2 Lo tb
featlon, Mining men and capitalists now | HIR 14 gar fen |i"‘d‘:"‘ ! e '| a the
flndd that they enn readily come alu} go, Climate where the T ure ted.
aied pll clrcumstances  favor renewed ae- o -
tivity,  Miners clulm that this district is ": ‘l::i.'::ih“ﬂ:‘::: ‘;‘"“':" \':ri:“?h::

exceedingly rich in gold and other min- | 58 '
ornls, and (0 would seem tht there must @ ghi-fot ledge has been disclred to

be o vastly greater development lu the

Wear fusurs, the proprietor of the Haker wnd Canton
UM BEAUTIFEUL YALLEYS, i y m ail roale, hus heen l‘kil'l o
Would thet we could tiod space w0 siderde let st In the new diso wery,
complite the desoription of Eastorn Ore using his eflforts to o galze a jolut stovk
gon! but 1o do s woudd reguice o volume  gompany 1o develop the prpery.
of wo smwall proportions, The enthu el fipim—
sinsm of the poet or gifted wilter or or A pocket in a vein of qusris in the
wor wonld surely be aroused, were biv to ) Pligk Hills, Oregon, in two Cays yielded
vislt ol bebold the beauty snd substan- | ga00 i gold  Such & p cket would be
tal respurces of the Grande Honde vals vory de-frable in s wloler overco t bat
fov, i Unlon ¢ oanty, the Powder River (ne wilurs doa't seem to be iu the right
vialley, the valley of the Umatills and | yein.

|

districts,  Muny | o ""“l'zm" B Heurniety Nohh'l‘
svetom of irr g tion that would «ffec'u- |

ern Oregon, ns follows: Wascn, Sher-
man, Crook, Klamath, Grant, Lake, Mal-
heur, Morrow, Gilliam, Harvey, Baker,
Union, Wallowa and Umatilla.

Of these, we believe, it will not be dis-
puted, that Umatills county §s fur richer
and more productive and populous than
wuy of the others, and the most favored
In evory way., We do not say this boast-

fully, for we would gladly see substan- \ 212n i
[tial progress lu ull of them, and ewry-' lies’ timber for bullding, fencing and

thing lndicates this o be lnevitable; but
s patent are the large and varled
resources and wdvantages of Umatilla
county, that none need hesltate or have
uny misgivings in makiog a home within
its confines,

In deseribing its advantages much
must be necessarlly sald that has often
been told before, but It must be recollect-
ed that there is a wide-spread interest
among ulnulﬁ-n who are continually
writing to make 'Inqulrlt-i upon the very
poluts upon which this article treats, and
what we shall say will contaio no exag-

+ geomtions, for to write the truth must

prove suflclently sttmotive, While we
say this, we would not convey the idea,
that everyoone that has settled here is
satlstfied aud content, for there are certain
dissatisfied people In every community,
however favored, who will fiad some-

view. aod s fur us been tested lll'_ll‘“l"ﬂ.llng that does not suit their wstes, or
i ¥ of conl was excellent,  Mr, MeFwan, [ghyr fmagine ovils that do not exist—rest-

less belugs, who are ever on the move,
and depounce the country wherever they
may be, because, forsooth, “Mana is not
ralned down from  beaven,” or “gold

Idollars do not grow upon trees,” and

thus ensure them case nod comfort with-
out  labor—chronle  grumblers and
“calamity shriekers™ valuable only as an
example for others to avold, who would
devote thelr time and coergios W the
best advantage, Such a class are not
desirable, sod In & pew, progressive

—_— ——

country llke this, there s no place for
them. But this article s intended for
the perusal of those, who are willing to
take thelr places In the army of toilers
and seize  the np!:nﬂlmlﬂm that are
presented on ever) d.

The dawn of the real p nnd
development of this country Ix In fact
Just at hand, for only of late, have trans-
portation facilities approximated the de-
mand, and the attention of eapitalists
been deswn to our extensive and sub-
stantinl advantages and resources,

A few days since, while seated in our
office, one of Umatilla county’s most
prosperous farmers entered, and in the |
course of conversation, we asked him
what he thought of Umatilla county,
To this, he repliea, In hix bluff, positive

show what the young men in his immed- |
late family had aceomplished, and out of
some three sons and sons-in-luw, who are

not worth from §5,000 to §10,000 ur more,

cumstances would

surround them In Umatilla county. We,

worth much more than #
standing the fact that this is, as yet, n
county,

in one of the fairest and most favored

and populous sections of the United

men, and he is in s position to specially

of the county, and It Is with no desire to
boom the country or boast of s resources

- -
e

to speak the truth us
it represents lwelf to
him.

Umantilla county In
on the northern border
of Oregon, and In sep-
arsted from Idaho on
the enst, by Wallowa
and Unlon countlon, Its
northern boundary s
the southern state line
of thlng!ou. and
the Columbia river,
Unlon and Grant coun-
tles bound it on the
south and Morrow
county on the west.
Up to 1885 the last
named m:‘lﬂ waE A
part of Umatilla.

In round numbers,
Umatilla county has

about 2,078,600 acres or
8,240 square miles,

Is mountainous, sue
ns that which Includes
the territory traversed
by the Blue Mountains,
which are in the eust-
ern wnd  southern por-
tions of the eouoty,
There s also llnnr the
northern edge of the
county, on the Colum-
bin river, & wtrlip of
pamddy  land,  which
would require lrriga-
tion to sdapt it to, agri-
culture, onts  lands,
comprising probably
twenty-five  townships,
In all, are not sought
for purposes of

culture, though most
— of them are used as
2 range for stock, After
deducting  these, the
o remainder, about sixty-
B five townships, s fine
agricultural lund wnd |

dinary fertility, and which can searcely |
be equaled and m-mln‘.ls not surpassed |
anywhere In the United Sustes, Thus,
the lands of the county may be sald 1o
be comprised under three heads:  Moun-
tains, sandy Innd and agricultural land,
| The mountalnous portion of the county
|Is exceedingly valuable, for besides
[ being used for grazing purposes, it sup-

| fuel, snd in many parts, when cleared,

| grows thmothy hay to perfection, in fact,
i

rothy grass grows wild In many places
| on the mountains, especially in that sec- |
lllaa tributary to Mescham, a statlon n
the enstern part of the county on the ﬂ.l
[H. & N, R R, Within this mountain
district thero are probably over 500,000
llhﬂ-p kept and grazed every year. In
this  mountaln range, saw-mills are
locuted and manufucture lumber and
shingles, for which there s great de-
maund, they bolug shipped and hauled to

h
however, have no men of Immense |y
wealth here; no Goulds; no Vanderbllts; | stranger, unscqualnted with ite qualities,
no Rockafellers, and very few that are | would at once pronounce it utterly use-
100,000 each, |less. But he need only wait till harvest
yet these are sufficlent evidence of the | for abundant proof of the maxim
resources of this county, for notwith- | vy

States, filling countless

The writer Is engaged in sn active | was being prepared for the use and abode
busl in the county, which brings | of man; and it would seem that some-
him in dally contact with all classes of | thing in the nature of the materinls of

Some of the county | agriculture,

the woll ia lighter than elsewhers, and
more subject to drouth and, therefore,
not so productive ax that which les
fartber back.

Pussing over those portlons touched
upon above, Umatilla county may be
described generally as an elevated, roll-
Ing plain or platesv. Such would be its
ulamunr» from a distant bird's-eye-
view, On closer aequaintance, however,
it is found considernbly broken, and In-
dented with numerous small eanyons os

ulehes, mostly dry, except whon melt-
i anows convert them into temporary
atream bads,

Here, then, is the southwestern portion
of the great “Columbia Basin™  Between
the wooded hille and the great river of
the northwest lles this fair and fertile
Innd, “the heart of the ‘Inland Empire,'”

manner Sl the bost country 1 eXer | the kil and climate of which have at

B ben I manysiaien b had | (1t oo s aleady who have turned

found none that possessed the ndvantages | 2 || \ » when thel all

of this section.  He then procecded to Aitfact thousantia more when their quall:
: | ties are more widely known,

BOIL.
The soil s Indeed & wonder to all

quite young, there wis not one that was | steangers, and it is diffienlt for them to

belleve at first that the land of such

all made In this county, in & few yeoars, | appearance as this is capable of raisin

and all these men are farmers, This | anything, much less such  wonderfu
farmer came to Umatilla county with a | erops as are really grown. Ina part of
little money, which he has Incrensed vo | the country, it ls true, the soll, when
largely that no one who knows his eir- | molst, presents a dark, rich appearanee,
Insay the statement | and this is really the best; but further
that he Is now worth 100000, and there | from the mountaing, where It looks
wre many othier substantinl farmers, in lighter and s looser and finer, It s searce-
the county, who wre worth many thous- | 1y less productive. In summer, when no
ands; all due to the advantages that | raln has fallen for several weeks, per-

aps, it Is so dry on the surface, so light
:‘P parched in appeunnr:n.' t.hnl‘ [

arauces are deceptive,”
s region was once n aen-bed. A

n,
new and undeveloped country they have | jt was o chaos of lee and rocks. AE“’
amassed thelr fortunes right here 1o this | it was deluged with an overflow of lava,
in some places hundreds of feet in depth,

Taking results s our criterion, it must | [t has been deluged with flood; it has
be acknowledged that Umatills county | been parched with ralnless summers; it
has been swept with the belching of
regions of the earth, and is destined 1o | volcanoes; it has been searred and
be oue of the wealthiest, most prosperous | chiseled and ground with monsteous jce-

bergs, In nll these oporations of uatu
of time, the

which it is composed, or in the manner

observe und note the material resources | of the composition, render it of fertility

not surpassed, snd scarcel unled, an
where on the globe, One r{ur od?de'nu::

that these lines are penned, but slmply | of this soll s ls eapacity for retalning

molsture, 8o that when, l!{er some weeks
without rain, the surface seems parched
with drouth, the soll a few Inches below
will be mul'nund graln will be found
fm-lug green and rank, and later, ripen-
ng Into u bountiful harvest, when, under
Wimilar climatic conditions In  man
loculities any plants would have shrivel
and starved for lack of water,

This I8 a “new country” yet. By thle
we mean that the soll s {un formlng
upon the bedrock of the Basin, In
P the rock Is indeed yet uncov
and the process of soll-forming
scarcely begun. The lmml,mt pasace
through much of this sort of country om
his way hither, especially over the North-
:l;nl‘l?cll:a dl’nﬂmher loealitien .:’ho new

ormed durlng comparatively recent
ages, I not yet more than five, six, eight,
ten or twenty feet deep. Whenever It Is
of any such depth, it Is wonderfully
ductive. But Umatilla connty, as well as

about ninety townships, | .y i er portions of the Columbla

has conslderable territory where the sol
is not of yet sufficient depth to be fit for
These ure valuable for
Enum. belng generally covered with

ncl:’[mu, for which purpose th
should be used, rather than in vain
u-.mEu at farming,

The prairies of Umatilla county are
not as well watered s might be desired,
yet there are a number of small streams,
and no loeality s far from these, The
prinelpal sireams are the Walla Walls
and Umatilla rivers, and Wild Horse,
Birch, Butter, and other creeks, On the
up-lands abundant springs are also fre-
Humtl found, The strenms are bor

ered by a growth of cottonwood or balm,
and other trees su plyinf fuel and fene-
ing materinl to those living slong the
banks of the streams. Most of the set-
thers upon the prairies bave to depend
on the mountaing for thelr wood, haulin
it a distance of from five to forty miles,
The timber of the Blue mountains is
mostly of pine and tamarack,

MORE ABOUT CLIMATE,

Climate Is the maln thing considered
by most emmigrants, Many of them
having experienced the oyclones and

n Iarge proportion of it of extraor- wiasmatic  influences of other states,

soareely eredit the reports of the health-
fulvness and equabllity of this section.
Exnggerations even have reached
them, but the plain truth is sufficient to
commend this section,

We seldom have sny severe cold until
the latter part of December, and rarel
after about the 20th of January, thoy
sometimes there is cold weather in Fob-
ruary and even March, but, nsually, the

| furmer is ruoning his plough or seeder

in February.

In the monntains the spirit thermome-
ter sometimes records as low as 40 or 45
degrees below zero, but this only occurs
for a night or two, and during the same
time, in the settled portions of the
county, the thermometer only marks
about 95 or 80 de below zero, Bus
notwithstanding this low range of the
thermometer during one or two days of
the winter, it may truthfully be said thas
there are but few days In winter, In whick

the prairies, together with quantities ..rium thermometer drops as low s zero,

fencing materinl and  fire-wood. The
| demand for these must go on Ineressing
for the teibutary country s mostly com-

wwed of prudries.  These mountains can,
!n most every direction, be traversed by
horse, and in many directions by wagon
and team. Nor the -m-l[; along the
Columbia river worthless. 1t is sandy
land covered with sage-brush, but pro-
duces an early fine grass, very nutritious
affording Eulurugu te many cattle and
other stock.

and owing to the dryness of the atimos-
phere, peop e do not suffer from the o -ld
s they do i damper loca ities. The
extent « f vold weather hee is abont five
or six weeks, and often pot over three or
four, Bometimes, we pess through the
entire winter without any really e Id
weather, as in the winter of J888-9,
Winters usaal'y break early, and the
Febroary of this climate is most fiee
nently, sinillar to Ap il, and March

It is sald, when cultivated | sinula to the wonth of Mav in lincis

and irrigated, 10 be well adapted 10 the |o» New York  Spows fr uently fall in

sroduction of cereals, especially wheat,
eiwern the boundaries of the rugfv-d
| foothille and the belt of sandy lands Les |
| the great grain producing portion of the
county, probably nearly 100000 acres, |

winter, but the *Chin winds " to
whi-h we have alloded, soon take these
away, and the air becomes a5 wild and
pleasunt as spring

Thongh in snmmer the weather is not

Alonyg the mountaing the agricultural | nsoslly ‘essing warm, we ha 1
lands are considerably broken and rough, | hot d.y:.pi':nt we do not mi;nr t‘;::: 11;

and borderlng upon the sandy region, heat, as one would in

climites where




