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C M  A LL  windows
Valuable Oil Supplies of Middle East 
Result in Shift of War Scene to Iraq, 
But ‘Battle of Atlantic’ Still Remains 
As Most Important Phase of Conflict

i R » l e . i « d  by W esttm  N»w»paper U n io n .'.

When the B ritish  put fo rth  an effort to hold the Iraq  o il wells by force 
thev faced cavalrym en like these. These Ira q i troops make an impressive 
sight on parade but Ira q  asked Germany fo r heavy m echaniied forces to 
aid in keeping the B ritish  from  complete control of the h igh ly valued oil 
fields.

fS*« Be/ow. WAR—Changed Seta»)

Washington, D. C.
MEDITERRANEAN KEY

Key to the fa te fu l battle  of the 
Mediterranean which is about to 
burst in fu ll fu ry  is not the Suez 
canal, but B rita in 's  great naval base 
at A lexandria , 125 m iles west of 
the canal entrance.

The loss o f A lexandria  would de
p rive  the B ritish  of the ir key 
“ bridgehead”  in northern A frica  
and ensure Axis dom ination of the 
eastern Mediterranean.

A ctua lly , thè Suez canal itse lf has 
been of lit t le  value to the B ritish  
fo r months. I t  went out of use as 
the so-called " life - lin e  of the em
p ire ”  when the Axis a ir a ttack that 
severely damaged the a ir  c a rr ie r I l 
lustrious proved i t  was suicidul to 
a ttem pt to convoy shipping,through 
the long and narrow  waterw ay.

Since then the M editerranean has 
been a “ no m an's land”  fo r a ll the 
belligerents. While 2,000 m iles in 
length, its  narrow  w idth at certa in  
places has made it  extrem ely haz
ardous fo r both sides, and the B r it
ish have been routing the ir shipping 
around the Cape of Good Hope fo r 
some tim e.

Loss of the Mediterranean would, 
of course, be a serious blow to the 
B ritish ; but i t  would by no means 
end the w ar o r mean v ic to ry  fo r the 
Axis. W ith her fleet in tact, B rita in  
would s ti l l  be able to ca rry  the fight 
tc  H it le r  and Mussolini.

Jlsk M e  A n o th e r
A  A General Quiz

The Questions
1. How fa r apart are North 

A m erica and Asiu at the narrow 
est point of Bering s tra it?

2. What is a th im bleriggerT
3. Why does a polar bear never 

s lip  on glassy ice?
4. St. P aul's epistles to the 

Thessalonians were w ritten  to the 
inhabitants of the c ity  now called 
what?

5. What is the sm allest deer in 
the world?

6. What is the p rinc ipa l con
stituent of pewter?

7. Where are the Grand Banks?
8. How does B raz il compare in 

size w ith  the United States?
9. Who was the founder of 

psycho-analysis?

_____ _________  and book
shelves at the sides of a fire

place often creute u monotonous 
series of rectangles. Watch out 
fo r them fo r they play un im por
tan t pu rt in decorating plans. You 
see them here in the sm ull sketch 
—aix of them —window ; over
m ante l space; w indow ; book 
shelves; m ante l; book shelves— 
around and around they go.

The only a rch itec tu ra l change 
shown in the large sketch was u 
m untel facing b u ilt o f three boards 
and simple mouldings. This broke 
up one rectangle. Ir re g u lu r lines 
fo r swug drapes over the windows
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WAR:
Changed Scene

Although nothing in the European
w ar was a ce rta in ty  except its un
certa in ty , i t  seemed reasonably like
ly  tha t the attem pted Axis pincers 
move against Suez via north A frica  
and the M iddle East would change 
the v ita l scene of the w ar to that 
loca lity .

That Suez eventually would fa ll 
to the G erm an-Ita lian forces was 
deemed a likelihood, though the fa il
ure of this campaign would converse
ly  mean a d is tinc t tu rn  of the tide 
in B ritish  favor.

Even before the outset of the cam
paign, when the B ritish  had conclud
ed the firs t move into Iraq , the B r it
ish m in is try  of in form ation attem pt
ed to prepare the public fo r an ad
verse outcome by le tting  i t  be known 
tha t even the fa ll o f Suez would not 
be fa ta l to the B ritish  cause.

Indeed, the propaganda artic les 
pointed to A lexandria as a much 
more v ita l spot in the M editerranean 
than Suez, but how this helped when 
A lexandria was as much of an Axis 
objective as Suez was a lit t le  d iffi
cu lt to see.

Perhaps i t  was tha t the B ritish  
thought they could hold out at A lex
andria  after Suez had fallen, thus 
nam ing the objectives in chrono
log ica l order.

A ll th is was considerably in the 
fu tu re , however, fo r the B ritish  at
tempted to “ jum p  the gun”  as they 
had at Salonika and Piraeus, by 
landing an expeditionary force in 
Iraq . There was one v ita l d iffe r
ence, however, tha t in Ira q  they 
were meeting an unfriend ly regime, 
whereas in Greece the landing was 
welcomed, as the Greeks already 
were at w ar w ith  the Axis.

W ith in  a few days a fte r the landing 
from  the Persian gu lf the B ritish  
found themselves v ir tu a lly  a t war 
w ith  A rabia, though the Iraq  arm y 
was only 28,000 regu la rly  arm ed 
and uniform ed men. But the gov
ernm ent which had got its power 
through a Nazi-inspired coup d ’etat, 
ordered a ll citizens to grab what
ever arm s they had and to wage 
a holy w ar against invading Eng
land.
Objective

V ita l objective of the B ritish  was 
to prevent damage or seizure on the 
p a rt of the Arabs of the v ita l Mosul 
o il fields, and the B ritish  drive  was 
aimed pa rticu la rly  at K irku k , the 
s ta rt of the pipeline from  the Mosul 
fields which supplied airplane and 
fleet fuel fo r the Mediterranean 
forces.

However, though the Arabs were 
conceded lit t le  chance to stand up 
to the B ritish  attackers, they were 
on the ground, and even as they 
started shelling B ritish  troops and 
the Habbaniyah a ir field, and even 
as they started appeals to Germany 
fo r help, thus laying the groundwork 
fo r the landing of a German expedi
tionary  force, Arabs seized the K ir 
kuk end of the pipeline, and were 
reported to be flooding the o il fields.

I t  could not be estimated how 
much damage was being done, but 
though the pipeline seizure was 
pleasing to the Germans, a serious 
sabotage of the o il fields would 
prove em barrassing to Germany, 
though much more to the B ritish .

For the Germans stood even more 
in need of o il than the B ritish . The 
la tte r could get oil from  other 
sources, notably from  the United 
States, but one of G erm any’s sec
ondary objectives in the Near East

was this same group of o il wells.
Of course, i f  the Germ an drive

southward should succeed, the Haifa j MACHINE TOOLS
end of the pipeline would fa ll as ch ie f reasQn bebind the big cur. 
w ell as the K irku k  end, not ,o men- ; jn auto production was the

release of urgently needed machinetion the oil field itself.

Formula
None doubted tha t Germany 

would hold to this so fa r  w inning 
form ula of w arfa re  and leave the 
Arabs large ly to the ir fate un til the 
planned advance had been thor
oughly worked out. This was the 
method employed in northern A f
rica , where the Germans let the 
Ita lians take the ir beating un til they 
were driven back to T ripo li.

Then the forces of the Reich 
crossed the M editerranean, largely 
in  Ita lia n  ships, landed on the north 
A frican  coast, and p rom ptly  and w ith  
high speed drove the B ritish  back 
on the ir heels, taking everyth ing 
that the Ita lians had lost in a m at
te r of weeks, where it  had taken the 
B ritish  months.

This was the western end of the 
pincers which was aimed at A lex
andria E gypt and Suez, w ith  the 
move of the eastern end, which 
started w ith  the Grecian campaign 
and the general Balkan lnfiUrration,
expected to s ta rt as soon as the 
proper d ip lom atic and m ilita ry  
preparation was finished.

Many believed the Germans would 
have to h u rry  th is tim e, fo r some ob
servers reported the Russians to be 
draw ing troops from  the eastern 
part of the country, and beginning 
to concentrate them in centra l Rus
sia.

This m igh t mean two things, 
e ither a protective movement, or an 
effort to beat the Germans to the 
Near-Eastern punch and to go into 
the Eurasian te rr ito ry  themselves, 
perhaps through Persia. There was 
an outside possibility that Russia, 
however, m ight content herself w ith  
a Persian grab, and ’ a im  toward 
B ritish  India.

Soviet Upset
The Soviet was considerably up

set, i t  was true, by the German entry 
into F in land ; was more upset by the 
in filtra tion  into B u lgaria ; and s till 
more bothered by the reports from  
Turkey tha t the Turks were plan
ning to fo llow  the lead of a ll Balkan 
countries except Jugoslavia and 
Greece, and pe rm it the Germans to 
have the ir w il l unchecked.

Should the Russians actually jum p  
active ly  over to the B ritish  side of 
the w ar, which was deemed ex
trem ely unlike ly un til the B ritish  
had im parted a serious defeat to 
the Axis, then the whole complexion 
of things would be changed and 
Ita ly  and Germany would find them 
selves w ith a real problem on the ir 
hands.

What seemed most like ly  was the 
eventual fa ll of Asia M inor to the 
Axis, and even at long last the fa ll 
of Suez and A lexandria.

Closest observers of the war be
lieved tha t even w ith a ll of this the 
B ritish  had a chance to w in if they 
could defin ite ly w in the battle of the 
A tlan tic ; could defin ite ly resume the 
unchallenged m astery of the seas; I 
could receive from  the United I 
States “ a ll-out”  aid including active 
entry into the w ar; and could repel i 
an invasion of the B ritish  Isles 
themselves.

Those in touch w ith  the Washing
ton scene believed this country 
much closer to being actually in the 
war, w ith some actually predicting 
that our entry was no fu rther off 
than 60 days.

tools fo r defense. The machine tool 
bottleneck could be broken over
n ight i f  a ll the machine tools owned 

I by the m otor industry were turned 
to the m aking of planes, tanks and 
other arm am ent.

Defense experts estimate that 
! there are around 1,500,000 machine 
! tools in  the U. S., o f which more 

than ha lf are in plants m aking mo
tor vehicles or parts fo r them , and 

J in the a llied m eta l fab rica ting  in
dustry. The lis t includes grinders, 
m illin g  machines, lathes, boring 
machines, presses, gear cutters, 
d rille rs , and shapers, a ll v ita l in the 
production of defense equipment.

New output of machine tools is 
now speeding at the ra te  of 14,000 
a month. This is a spectacular 
achievement and a great tr ibu te  to 
the industry. But i t  is only a drop 
in the bucket compared to the 
750,000 machine tools a lready pos- 

, sessed by the auto and m etal fab
rica ting  industries, which arm y men 
say would increase defense produc
tion to fu ll flow im m edia te ly  i f  
pooled and devoted en tire ly  to this 

■ purpose.

H I G H  L I G H T S . in  D efense News

<1 The state departm ent granted un
lim ited  licenses to the B ritish  Iron 
& Steel corporation and the B ritish  
purchasing commission under which 
customs collectors are authorized to 
accept shipments of specified prod
ucts, w ithout the presentation of l i 
cense forms, going to B ritish  New

<t OPM D irector of P rio rities  Stet- 
tin ius put into effect blanket p rio rity  
ratings enabling m anufacturers of 
a irp lane frames, engines, and pro
pellers to obtain needed m ateria ls 
“ to speed production of m ilita ry  a ir 
planes for the United States and 
Great B rita in .”  M r. Stettinius alsoV»v~Ilox7 AV/I tllu, • *v»

Guinea, B ritish  North Borneo, Fed- I announced im m ediate application to 
erated Malay States, Unfederated 16 v ita l defense metals of a system 
M alay States, Hongkong, Oceania, , of inventory controls designed to 
Papua, and Sarawak prevent excess stocks in industry.

' H ID D E N  C O L L E A G U E
A stocky, gray-haired man, 

flanked by a group of sightseers, 
approached a Capitol policeman and 
asked directions to the office of Sen. 
H iram  Johnson of C aliforn ia.

Tucked away in an obscure cor
ner of the north side o f the Capitol 
where tourists never tread, John
son's office is one of the hardest to 
find in the great structure.

“ I ’ l l  do my best to expla in how 
to get there,”  said the policeman. 
“ Are you a tou ris t? ”

"N o ,”  grinned the inqu ire r, “ I 'm  
the other senator from  C aliforn ia , 
Senator Downey.”

• • •
FERRY SCHOOL

Everybody is wondering how the 
swarms of fighting planes which 
U. S. factories w ill produce fo r the 
B ritish  in the next 12 months w ill 
be delivered overseas. The answer, 
fo r the big ships, is that they w ill 
be flown across—and in such great 
numbers tha t the B ritish  are setting 
up a special p ilo t tra in ing  school for 
tha t purpose, in the United States.

The school w ill give an intensive 
refresher and tra in ing  course to vol
unteer pilots to qua lify  them for 
“ fe rry in g ”  the big bombers across 
the A tlan tic .

The volunteers may be B ritish , 
Canadian, or Am erican. However, 
i t  is expected tha t the largest num
bers w ill be Am ericans. The B ritish  
can use 250 of them.

• • •
G O O D  N E IG H B O R  P IL O T S

Another “ Good N eighbor”  gesture 
w ill soon be made to our im m ediate 
neighbor to the south, Mexico. The 
state departm ent w ill o ffer p ilo t
tra in ing  courses to a number of 
Mexican youths in the United States.

In itia to r of the idea was Vice 
President Henry Wallace. When he 
visited Mexico last year, one of the 
problems discussed was the short
age of avia tors in the Mexican 
arm y. Wallace was told tha t Mex
ico wanted to undertake a p ilo t
tra in ing  program  s im ila r to that in 
the United States, but lacked planes 
and instructors.

» • •
M E R R Y -G O -R O U N D

Leading economists rate the in
dustria l and financial surveys com
pleted by the O’Mahoney monopoly 
com m ittee as the most valuable 
source m ateria l on the economy of 
the country ever compiled.

Departm ent of agricu ltu re  is rec
ommending a new plant to hold soil 
in the gullies—but they wish the 
Japanese would te ll how to produce 
the seed. Known as kudzu, it is one 
of the plant secrets of Japan. I t  
serves not only as a soil binder but 
also as a feed, surpassing a lfa lfa .

The Answer»
1. F ifty -s ix  miles.
2. One who swindles w ith  the 

aid of three sm all cups, shaped 
like th im bles, and a sm a ll ball or 
pea.

3. The soles of the polar bear's 
feet are covered w ith  th ick ly  set 
ha ir which gives lum  perfect tra c 
tion.

4. Salonika.
5. The mouse-deer of Indo- 

China. I t  weighs about four 
pounds.

6. T in.
7. Off Newfoundland.
8. La rge r by 250,000 square 

m iles.
9. Sigmund Freud.

On a rr iv in g  home fa ther found 
a fore ign coin resem bling a quar
te r in his sm all change, so he 
went out to do u lit t le  shopping, 
taking H erbert, aged live, along.

He went to the grocer's, and the 
grocer, looking at the coin, said 
w ith  an a ir  of surprise, “ Why, th is 
is not United States money I ”

So the man went to the d rug 
g ist's , and there tendered the coin. 
The druggist in form ed h im  tha t the 
coin was of foreign extraction.

"Good heavens, so it  is l "  ex
cla im ed the fa ther. " I  wonder 
where I  got tha t? ”

"D o n ’t  you know, dud?”  spoke 
up H erbert. "T h a t's  the one the 
grocer w ou ldn 't ta k e !”

softened the angles of two more. 
A lurge p icture or m irro r  over the 
m untel ju s t added s till unothet 
rectangle, so sm all p rin ts  were 
hung w ith  ribbons. The arrange
ment o f vines, b<ioks und bibelots 
on the shelves took care of the rest. 

• •  •
NOTE: Directions tor cutting suit

making th« »wail draperies »hown In 
today's »ketch may be tound on pace 11 
ot Hook t. In Ihe »erica ot »ervlca 
Iwoklrl» offered with lhe«e article» Alae 
book 7 la now ready lor mailing. It  
contains more than 30 of the»* home- 
tnaklnc Idea» with »tep by-atrp dlrccUona 
lor each; a» well a» a de»crlptlon ot the 
aerie» Booklet» are to cents each 
and should be ordered direct from J

M U .  RUTH W VK TII SPEAKS 
Drawer 10

lied  ford Itili» * • "  v ,r k
Enclose 10 cents lor each book 

ordered.
Name .................................................... .
Address ................................

And Your Old Tire
f i r t t f o n t  

CONVOY TIRES
W h i t  ■ b u y !  A  
Firestone tire packed 
w ith  thousandi o f  
e x t r a  m i l e »  o f  
dependable aervice.

L i r i T I M I  O U A I A N I I I
Every Firestone tire carries a 
written lifetime guarantee —  
without time or mileage lim it.

(.21 1.(9-1( 1.211.19-17

direttone standard tires
Here is the lowest sale price we’ve ever had on this 
big Firestone Standard T ire  — a quality tire with 
an exclusive safety tread that gives extra long mileage.

4.40/4.50-21
$ 5 2 0

4.75/5.00-19

$ 5 2 5
S.B/S.SHI

$ 5 9 9
5.25/5.50-17 I
$ 6 1 *  |

f i r e s t o n e
HIGH SPEED T IR ES  

FIRST QUA1ITY AT A BARGAIN M IO
Here is the tire that was original 
equipment on m illions o f cars —  
now improved to give still longer 
mileage and greater protection 
ag a in s t b lo w o u ts  and sk ids .

C o m p are  it

Coma Is end gst year eompllmss- 
t a r y  package of the new Idabelle 
Firestone Marigold ffower seeds. 
They are years fa r  the asking

w i t h  a n y  
o th e r  f irs t  
q u a lity  t ire  
on the market 
—  T H E N  
L O O K  A T  
T H IS  PRICE!

«.71/iJW-l*

BATTERY SALE
im pare i 
i t h a n ]

M o re  fo r your money. 
An outstanding battery 
bargain. Buy today and 
save money.

*89
O W  P R IC E S  O N  T R U C K

Listen to the Voice of Firestone with Rlcherd Crooks, 
M arg are t Speaks and the Firestone Symphony 
Orchestra, nnder tha dlractien of Alfred Wallenstein, 
Monday avanlngt, over N. B. C. Red Network

SEE YOUR NEARBY FIRESTONE DEALER OR STORE
AND TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE AMAZING BARGAINS


