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WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS

By Edward C. Wayne

Valuable Oil Supplies of Middle East
Result in Shift of War Scene to Iraq,
But ‘Battle of Atlantic’ Still Remains
As Most Important Phase of Conflict
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When the British put forth an effort to hold the Iraq oil wells by force
they faced cavalrymen like these. These Iraqi troops make an impressive
sight on parade but Iraq asked Germany for heavy mechanized forces to
aid in keeping the British from complete control of the highly valued oil

fields.

WAR:

Changed Scene

Although nothing in the European
war was a certainty except 1ts un-
certainty, it seemed reasonably like-
ly that the attempted Axis pincers
move against Suez via north Africa
and the Middle East would change

the vital scene of the war to that
locality

That Suez eventually would fall
to the German-Italian forces was

deemed a likelihood, though the fail-
ure of this campaign would converse-
ly mean a distinct turn of the tide
in British favor.

Even before the outset of the cam-
paign, when the British had conclud-
ed the first move into Iraq, the Brit-
ish ministry of information attempt-
ed to prepare the public for an .ad-

(See Below: WAR—Changed Scenme)
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end of the pipeline would fall as
well as the Kirkuk end, not to men
tion the oil field itself.
Formula

None doubted that Germany
would hold to this so far winning
formula of warfare and leave the
Arabs largely to their fate until the
planned ivance had been thor-
| oughly worked out. This was the
method e oyed in northern Af-
| rica, where the Germans let the

verse outcome by letting it be known |

that even the fall of Suez would not | *
| that the Italians had lost in a mat-

be fatal to the British cause.

Indeed,
pointed to Alexandria as a much
more vital spot in the Mediterranean
than Suez, but how this helped when
Alexandria was as much of an Axis

the propaganda articles |

objective as Suez was a little diffi- |

cult to see

Perhaps it was that the British
thought they could hold out at Alex-
andria after Suez had fallen,
naming the objectives in chrono-
logical order

All this was considerably in the
future, however, for the British at-
tempted to ‘‘jump the gun'’ as they
had at Salonika and Piraeus,
landing an expeditionary force in
Iragq. There was one vital differ-
ence, however, that in Iraq they
were meeting an unfriendly regime,
whereas in Greece the landing was
welcomed, as the Greeks already
were at war with the Axis.

Within a few days after the landing
from the Persian gulf the British
found themselves virtually at war
with Arabia, though the Iraq army

was only 28,000 regularly armed
and uniformed men. But the gov-
ernment which had got its power

through a Nazi-inspired coup d’etat,

ordered all citizens to grab what-
ever arms they had and to wage
a holy war against invading Eng-
land.

Objective

Vital objective of the British was
to prevent damage or seizure on the
part of the Arabs of the vital Mosul
oil fields, and the British drive was
aimed particularly at Kirkuk, the
start of the pipeline from the Mosul
fields which supplied airplane and
fleet fuel for the Mediterranean
forces

thus |
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However, though the Arabs were |

conceded little chance to stand up
to the PBritish attackers, they were
on the ground, and even as they
started shelling British troops and
the Habbaniyah air field, and even

as they started appeals to Germany
for help, thus laying the groundwork
for the landing of a German expedi-
tionary force, Arabs seized the Kir-

Italians take their beating until they
were driven back to Tripoli.

Then the of the Reich
crossed the Mediterranean, largely
in Italian ships, landed on the north
African coast, and promptly and with
high speed drove the British back
on their taking everything

forces

heels,

ter of weeks, where it had taken the
British months.

This was the western end of the
pincers which was aimed at Alex-
andria Egypt and Suez, with the
move of eastern end, which
started with the Grecian cgmpaign

the

and the general Balkan infiltration,
expected to start as soon as the
proper diplomatic and military

preparation was finished

Many believed the Germans would
have to hurry this time, for some ob-
servers reported the Russians to be
drawing troops from the eastern
part of the country, and beginning
to concentrate them in central Rus-
sia.

This might mean two things,
either a protective movement, or an
effort to beat the Germans to the
Near-Eastern punch and to go into
the Eurasian territory themselves,
perhaps through Persia. There was
an outside possibility that Russia,
however, might content herself with

a Persian grab, and'aim toward
British India.
Soviet Upset

The Soviet was considerably up-
set, it was true, by the German entry

into Finland; was more upset by the |

infiltration into Bulgaria; and still
more bothered by the reports from
Turkey that the Turks were plan-
ning to follow the lead of all Balkan
countries except Jugoslavia and
Greece, and permit the Germans to
have their will unchecked

Should the Russians actually jump

actively over to the British side of
the war, which was deemed ex-
tremely unlikely until the British
had imparted a serious defeat to

the Axis, then the whole complexion
things would be changed and
Italy and Germany would find them-
selves with a real problem on their
hands,

of

What seemed most likely was the
eventual fall of Asia Minor to the
Axis, and even at long last the fall
of Suez and Alexandria

Closest observers of the war be-
lieved that even with all of this the

kuk end of the pipeline, and were | British had a chance to win if they
reported to be flooding the oil fields. | could definitely win the battle of the

It could not be estimated how | Atlantic; could definitely resume the
much damage was being done, but unchallenged mastery of the seas;
though the pipe eizure was | could receive from the United
pleasing to the G nans, a serious | States all-out’’ aid including active
sabotage of the oil fields would | entry into the war; and could repel
prove embarras g to Germany, | an Invasion of the British Isles
though much m to the British. | themselves

For the German tood even more | Those in touch with the Washing-
in need of oil than the British. The | ton scene believed this country
latter could get oil from other | much closer to being actually in the
sources. notably from the United | war, with some actually predicting
States, but one of Germany’s sec that our entry was no further off
ondary objectives in the Near East than 60 days

HIGHLIGHTS. in Defense News

€ The state department granted un- | € OPM Director of Priorities Stet
limited licenses to the British Iron | tinius put into effect blanket priority
& Steel corporation and the British | ratings enabling manufacturers of
purchasing commission under which | airplane frames, engines, and pro
customs collectors are authorized to | pellers to obtain ne eded materials
accept shipments of specified prod- | “to speed production of military air
ucts, without the presentation of li- | planes for the United States and
cense forms, going.to British New | Great Britain."” Mr. Stettinius also

Guinea, British North Borneo, Fed-
erated
Malay
apua

Unfederated
Oceania,

Malay States
States, Hongkong,
and Sarawak

announced immediate application to
16 vital defense metals of a system
of inventory controls designed to
prevent excess stocks in industry,
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MEDITERRANEAN KEY

Key to the fateful battle of the
Mediterranean which is about to
burst in full fury is not the Suez

canal, but Britain's great naval base
at Alexandria, 125 miles west of
the canal entrance

The loss of Alexandria would de-

prive the British of their key
“‘bridgehead’ in northern Africa
and ensure Axis domination of the
eastern Mediterranean

Actually, the Suez canal itself has
been of little value to the British
for months. It went out of use as
the so-called “‘life-line of the em-
pire"” when the Axis air attack that

‘\L‘\\'I'l"_\' damaged the air carrier Il-

lustrious proved it idal to

attempt to convoy shipping,through
the r and narrow waterway.

Since then the Mediterranean has

3 d’’ for all the

was sulc

1
10

“"no man

been a

belligerents While 2,000 miles in
length, its narrow width at certain
places has made it extremely haz-
ardous for both sides, and the Brit

ish have been routing their shipping
around the Cape of Good Hope for
some time

Loss of the Mediterranean would,

of course, be a serious blow to the
Brit - but it would by no means
end the war or mean victory for the
Axis. With her fleet intact, Britain
1d still be able to carry the fight

[itler and Mussolini
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MACHINE TOOLS

Chief reason behind the big cur
tailment in auto production was the

needed machine
'he machine tool

wal . 1
release of urgently
tools for defer

e

bottleneck could be broken over-
night if all the machine tools owned
were turned

by the motor
I tanks and

cutters

presses,

: gear
and »;_‘-;4_[1. Irs

drillers, all vital in t
production of defense equipment

New output of machine tools is
now speeding at the rate of 14,000
a month. This is a spectacular
achievement and a great tribute to
But it is only a drop
in the bucket 1'!”1‘.'[';111'[{ to the
750,000 machine already pos
sessed by the auto and metal fab
ricating industries, which army men
say would increase defense produc-
tion to full flow immediately if
pooled and devoted entirely to this
purpose.

ne

the industry

tools

HIDDEN COLLEAGUE

A stocky, gray-haired n
flanked by a group of sightseers,
approached a Capitol policeman and
asked directions to the office of Sen.
Hiram Johnson of California

Tucked away in an obscure cor-
ner of the north side of ithe Capitol
where tourists never tread, John
son's office is one of the hardest to
find in the great structure

an,

“I'll do my best to explain how
to get there,” said the policeman
‘““Are you a tourist?”

“No,” grinned the inquirer, “I'm
the other senator from California,
Senator Downey."

L] - .
FERRY SCHOOL

Everybody is wondering the
swarms of fighting planes which
U. S. factories will produce for the
British in the next 12 months will
be delivered overseas. The answer,
for the big ships, is that they will
be flown across—and in such great
numbers that the British are setting
up a special pilot training school for
that purpose, in the United States

The school will give an inten
refresher and training course to vol-

now

\ve

unteer pilots to qualify them for
“ferrying'’ the big bombers across
the Atlantic

The volunteers may be British,

Canadian, or American. However,
it is expected that the largest num-
will be Americans. The British
250 of them
L] L L
GOOD NEIGHBOR PILOTS
Another ““Good Neighbor’ gesture
will soon be made to our immediate

ber:

can use

neighbor to the south, Mexico. The
state department will offer pilot
training courses to a number of
Mexican youths in the United State
Initiator of the idea was Vi
President Henry Wallace. When he
visited Mexico last year, one of the
problems discussed was the short
age of aviators in the Mexicar
army. Wallace was told that Mex
ico wanted to undertake a pilot

training program similar to that in
the United States, but lacked plane
and instructors:
L] L L]
MERRY-GO-ROUND
Leading economists rate
dustrial and financial surveys
the O'Mahoney monopoly

the in
Com

| committee as the most valuable
| ggurce material on the economy of
the country ever compiled
Department of agriculture is rec
ommending a new plant to hold soil
in the gullies—but they wisl the

Japanese would tell how to produce
the seed. Known as kudzu, it is one
of the plant secrets of Japan. It
serves not only as a soil binder but

also as a feed, surpassing alfalfa.
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NEW IDEAS

By RUTH WYETH SPEARS

Home-

4 A
The Questions MALL
1. How far apart are North

America and Asia at the narrow-
est point of Bering strait?
2. What is a thimblerigger?

series of

6. What is the principal con

and simp

windows

J shelves at the sides of a fire
place often create a monolonous |

rectangles

for them for they play an impor
tant part in decorating plans You

le moulding

and book ‘

Watch

out |

broke |

3. Why does a polar bear never | coe them here in the small sketch ‘ v
1 ' o~ - T
slip on glassy lce: | six of them—window; ovel :
4. St. Paul's epistles to the| . .ntel space; window; book - ==
Thessalonians were written to the | ghalves; mantel; book shelves f\.‘ r-f:" ; ! “.:Nl:!::\.l
inhabitants of the city now called | around and around they go ] — ,h-"’!""n Lael/ /PACING AND
what? ot ¥ } ' o] Y MATOULAR LINES
. L y I'he only architectural change | 7 on CURTAINS,
m.v_ “\\Il!.;i is the smallest deer in i shown in the :_” 'l.ll_ ‘-'|\]1-1\ h I“" . 1.1 it SPEE f 1 “:;l‘x:ll:f
e oric mantel facing built of three boards | BROKEN UP IN TOD 4
| niel fa |MANY RECTANGLES “'_‘"“"'"'J

stituent of pewter?

Irregular lines

p one ectangle

7. Where are the Grand Banks? | l:llll l:ll“‘.l:l, 11:.|1|:T\ over the windows -‘..I- ed the angles of two rmnllp

8. How does Brazil compare in | : : A large picture or mirror over the
size with the United States? . n tel just added still another

9. Who was the founder of ’,H!’p ,’,('r!n'f'l ” (s rhq'u' | rect ngle, so small prints werse
wsycho-analysis? l v o . y ] with ribboi The arrange-
‘ | To Give the Game Lway! ot nb oheas Raalkea sodl ik stets

The Answers | On arriving home father found | Y I . .r' .J * re of | ress

1. Fifty-six miles 1 foreign coin resembling a quar-| o, . g : 4

2 (One who swindles with the | ter in his small change, 80 he |, the drape
aid of three small cups, shaped | went out to do a little shopping, |t ’ be 1 | on pa
like thimbles, and a small ball or | taking Herbert, aged five, along I" . - I'r 1
pea. He went to the grocer's, and the : - fere - - . gehopr

3. The soles of the polar bear's | grocer, looking at the coin, said | , ra | 0 of these homes
teet are covered with thickly set| with an air of surprise, *“Why, th A ideas w | tep directions
hair which gives him perfect tra is not United States money!" - ¢ K et - : “:.:IIII:
tion | So the man went to the drug .|. ! 2 e aidanad  feaan

4. Salonika, , and there tendered the coin i Bl i3

5. The mouse-deer of Indo s druggist informed him that the
China It weighs about four | coin was of foreign ¢ xtraction MRS. RI ’ll.l. .‘?n‘-l :l:' SPEARS
pounds 4 )d heavens, so it is!’ ex Bedlord Hills New Yerk

6. Tin claimed the father. *‘I wonder : s 1 anta for o8 book

7. Off Newfou nd where I got that?”

8. Larger by 250,000 square “Don’t you know, dad?" spoke S et O R
miles up Herbert, *'That's the one the Ad

9. Sigmund Freud.

[ grocer wouldn't take!"

FirestOne STANDARD TIRES

Here is the lowest sale price we've ever had on this
big Firestone Standard Tire — a quality tire with

an exclusive safety tread that gives extra long mile:
At this special SALE PRICE, it is an amazing I

)

ge.
yuy!

_4.‘0/4.5&21-4.?5/5.90-19 §.25/5.50-18 | 5.25/5.50-

$520|$525

$599(96453

1

%

Here are bargains you have never
seen before — and may never see
again! Hurry, sale ends June 1st,
Equip your car now for the holiday
and summer driving season — it
may be your last opportunity to
get such bargains!

6.00-16

And Your Old Tire

Firestone
CONVOY TIRES
What a buy! A
Firestone tire packed
with thousands of
extra miles of
dependable service.

LIFETIME GUARANTER
Every Firestone tire carries a
written lifetime guarantee -

without time or mileage limit.

4.40/4.50-21|4.75/5.00-19|5.25 /5.50-185.25 /5.50-17

D\ ($455(5460/9540|555

6.00-16
AND YOUR
OLD TIRE

OTHER UZIES
PROPOMTIONATELY LOW

HIGH SPEED

Here is the tire that
equipment on millio
now improved to giv
mileage and greate
against blowouts

6.00-16
AND YOUR
OLD TIRE

They are yours for the ask

Firestone

Come in and get your complimen-
tary package of the new Idabelle
Firestone Marigold flower seeds.

TIRES

FIRST QUALITY AT A BARGAIN PRICE

was original
ns of cars —
e still longer
r protection

and skids.
Compare it
with any

other first
quality tire
on the market
- THEN
LOOK AT
THIS PRICE!

*
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Listen to the Voice of Firestone with Richard Crooks,
Margaret Speaks and the Firestone Symphony
Orchestra, under the direction of Alfred Wallenstein,
Monday evenings, over N. B. C. Red Network

BATTERY SALE

More for your money.
An outstanding battery
bargain. Buy today and
save money.

SEE YOUR NEARBY FIRESTONE DE
AND TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE AMAZING

ALER OR STORE
BARGAINS




