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A L L  day long they had been go-
1 * ing by the inn, camels and don­
keys s tirr in g  up dust, weary men 
and women resting by the stream 
outside the inn yurd. The lit t le  coun­
try  maid had never seen so much 
trave l.

Just outside the c ity  of Jerusalem, 
near by the v illage of Bethlehem, 
there were plenty of people who 
stopped fo r refreshment. And Jere­
m iah kept a good inn. He was a 

good man too. But 
he was hard, spar­
ing neither man nor 
beast. And his niece 
Rebecca was hard 
put to do the tasks 
that were set before 
her.

"W hy are there so 
many trave lers to­
day?" she asked the 
lit tle  slave g ir l who 
helped her prepare
the evening meal.

"The tribesm en," replied Fatim a,
"a re  going to Jerusalem to be num­
bered, so that they may pay the ir 
taxes. And this w ill continue for 
days. These are not tim es of re ­
jo ic ing  and feasting fo r u s !"

Rebecca looked up as a bearded 
man, leading an ass on which a 
young woman rode, entered the 
courtyard. “ Is the inn keeper 
here?" he asked gently. "M y  w ife 
and I seek she lte r."

“ There are no rooms le ft,"  Fa­
tim a told him , going on w ith her 
work. But Rebecca looked up at the 
woman, whose face was weary and 
touched w ith pain.

“ I w ill see what provision can be 
m ade," the lit tle  maid exclaimed. 
H er eyes never le ft the young wom­
an's sweet face The woman smiled 
at Rebecca, and her husband smiled 
too. Rebecca’s face lightened ea­
gerly and even Fatim a found her­
self softening.

Rebecca had some d ifficu lty  find­
ing her uncle, busy as he was w ith 
many things. Then i t  was hard to 
make him  listen.

“ There must be some place, un­
cle. That new stable, w ith the clean 
straw , would be warm  and com fort­
able. She cannot go fa rthe r, I 
know.”

“ So be i t , ”  he answered. Then, 
as they neared the group, he too 
was impressed by the young wom­
an's beauty and the lovely w arm th 
of her smile. "There  is naught but 
the stable,”  he told them, "b u t Re­

becca w ill seek to make you com­
fortab le  the re ."

Even a fte r she had done every­
thing she could, and had crept into 
her own dark corner for the night, 
Rebecca found she could not forget 
the couple in the stable. M ary, the 
man had called his wife. There was 
such a radiance about her. " I  won­
der what makes her so d iffe ren t," 
Rebecca thought. And she opened 
her eyes.

In amazement she saw ligh t in 
the courtyard, so much tha t it  
seemed the dawn must have come. 
But the lig h t came from  a s ta r that 
shone just about the stable. Out into 
the yard the g ir l crept, and sudden­
ly  she heard a ch ild ’s c ry , a cooing, 
happy sound.

Rebecca looked about. No one 
was s tirr in g . F a r off, on the h ill­
side she saw what looked like  a 
group of men, shadowy, ind is tinct, 
seemingly m oving toward Bethle­
hem. I t  must be her im agination. 
Possibly it  was E phra im 's  vineyard 
she saw. Soon she stood in the stable 
doorway.

There, lighted by a lantern, was 
Joseph, bending over the young 
woman and holding in his arm s a 
tiny baby—her firstborn. A t Rebec­
ca’s exclam ation he turned, and in­
to her outstretched arm s he handed 
the lit t le  figure and showed her the 
snowy lengths of swaddling cloth. 
Tenderly the m aid-clo thed the in­
fant and laid it  beside the m other.

“ Thank you,”  M ary whispered. 
"F o r the ch ild 's  sake and in His 
name, I thank you fo r what you 
have done. We thank
he r , d o n ’ t w e,
Jesus?"

The baby opened 
his eyes and smiled.

“ H e  s m i le d  a t  
me,”  Rebecca -e x ­
claimed. " I  shall 
never forget, a new 
born babe sm iled in ­
to my face to say 
thank you.”

M ary drew the 
child into the shelter
of her arms. Her eyes closed, Joseph 
walked to the doorway and watched 
Rebecca as she returned to her 
room. He, too, saw the clum p of 
trees or vines, or was it a group of 
men on the hillside? Then he re­
turned to the manger and settled 
down beside M ary and the sleeping 
Jesus.
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December Bad Month 
For Pedestrian Accidents
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MARTIN BROTHERS
Long Distance Moving Studebaker Dealer
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“ D u ring  the ho liday shopping 
period, streets o f o u r cities are 
crowded w ith  shoppers, many of 
them loaded down w ith  |>ackages 
so that th e ir  v is ib ility  is seriously 
im paired,”  Snell pointed out. “ Add­
ed to th is  is the fact that the streets 
are crow ded w ith  more vehicles 
than norm al. I 'n d e r such conditions 
it is n la in  that unless extra precau­
tions are taken by both m otorists 
and pedestrians, there w il l  be more 
accidents than no rm a lly  m ight be 
expected.”

The secretary o f state urged pe r­
sons on foot not to load themselves 
down w ith  bundles, in te rfe rin g  w ith  
th e ir a b ility  to watch fo r  tra ff ic  as 
they cross the crowded streets and 
he warned m otorists they must be 
more than ever on the lookout fo r

DEL ROGUE GARAGE 
Nash Sales and Service
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W arn ing  Oregonians tha t the 
month o f December, 1938, had been 
Ihe w orst month o f the year fo r  
pedestrian accidents, E arl Snell, 
secretary o f state, today urged m ot­
oris ts  and pedestrians to exercise 
great care du ring  the present month 
in the hope o f p reventing a re p itl-  
tion  o f last December's record.

Of the 28 persons k illed  du ring  
that month, 14 o r 50 percent were 
pedestrians. W ith  the exception of 
November, no o ther month had that 
many pedestrian fa ta lities last year. 
A ll to ld there were 196 pedestrian 
accidents. 65 more than during  
January, the next w o rs t m onth fo r 
pedestrian accidents.
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MAC’S MARKETS

ensuit

BUHN’S JEWELRY STORE
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Honestly, we hope that roly-poly old Santa un- 2 
h ads from his pack a whole ton of happiness for 2 
you and yours, along with all his other presents, $
this joyous Yule day, 3

River Hardware Co. |
“Where Most People Trade” e,

2 Grants Pass, Oregon $
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percent o f the pe­
destrians k ille d  last December were 
com m itting  an obviously unsafe 
act at the tim e they w ere struck, 
Snell's figures show. Four persons 
■were k ille d  w h ile  erasing the street 
between intersections and others 
w ere s truck w h ile  crossing in te r­
sections d iagona lly , w a lk in g  in lo  
the side o f passing cars, w a lk in g  
w ith  tra ff ic  on h ighways and step­
ping into streets from between 
parked cars.

For Sale: Pheasants, hens and 
roosters, tame, $2.50 a pair. These 
pheasants were hatched August 14. 
Mrs. Clyde Maple, Sardine creek. 
Phone 461, Gold Hill.
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A ll woolen garments cleaned 
by us are moth proofed at no 
extra cost.

FRENCH LAUN DR Y AND
DRY CLEANERS

»
P ick up and de live r tw ice  a 
week.


