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WORLD’S BEST COMICSDavi/
Lighter Side o f Life as Depicted by Famous Cartoonists and Humo"H h o re i and Hhlpi and Healing 

"  and K ick .h a«
1'KI I *1 Nil

I  E W IS  C A R R O L L , author o l 
A - / "A lice  in Wonderland,** made 
fo r himself an cnvlalrie reputation 
by balling up the language and 
in jecting  in to  hia manuscript re f­
erences that had nothing what­
ever to dp w ith  the story.

The caption on thia colum n la de­
signed along the C a rro ll lines, but 
the word " r ic k s h a "  re a lly  stands  
fo r som ething.

Roughly speaking, the last cen­
sus report on rickshas accounted  
fo r 44,000 of the ru b ber-tired , tw o­
w heeled. one-passenger vehicles, 
drow n by fleet-footed coolies capu- 
ble of hauling  hum an cargo  on 
m oat any kind of a thoroughfare—  
asphaltum  p re fe rred — at ubout the 
sam e ra te  o f speed and w ith  less 
noise than goes w ith  the o ld-fash­
ioned horse-driven cab.

In  point of g race and luxu ry  noth­
ing has ever been invented th a t can  
com pete w ith  i t  or m ake  a better 
showing along the boulevards  
w here tra ffic  stream s.

Lot Is  Not a H appy One.
W hile  a spectacle o f this sort Alls 

the eye It seldom d rifts  into one's 
m ind  that the lot of the ricksha  
m a n  is not a happy one. The egsy 
loping s tride  of the m an  between  
the brass-m ounted shafts, the three- 
foot b icycle wheels running s ilent­
ly  on ball bearings, m ake M e rc u ry  
and his m achine a floating unit, 
g lid ing  onw ard app aren tly  w ithout 
effo rt, but it never occurs to the  
casuul observer tha t perhaps there  
is a lim it to the physical endurance  
o f the hum an a n im a l swinging along  
w ith  a hum an burden lolling under 
a p ith  helm et, pulling  on a good 
•e -g a r  and liv ing  the life  of R iley .

N othing so com plete ly  fits a  
w hite  m an  for the' indolent life  as 
spending four or five hours a day  
in a ricksha. The very  construc­
tion of the device invites a h a lf- 
rec lin ing  posture; • added to w hich  
the gentle oscillations, m ore  sooth­
ing than any m otion experienced  
fro m  the crad le  to the g rave, p ro ­
duce a re laxation  m atched only by 
insensib ility . A N ew  England  w om ­
an brought up to sit erect in a 
s tra ig h t back h ickory  ch a ir and  
hold herself lik e  a B unker H il l  
ram ro d  thinks nothing, a fte r a 
w eek o f rickshaing, of im ita tin g  
(. lm p a tr a  o n  h er chnise longue eye­
ing M a rk  Antony. A  ricksha "su re  
do break dow n" one.’s resistance  
and m akes a fo rm a l posture, co­
incident w ith  good m anners, quite  
u bore.

"S tru t S itting D o w n ."
O ld boys who can ’t even get the 

nom ination  for county c le rk  back  
hom e look lik e  senatorial tim b er  
a fte r  doing a s tretch  in an uphol­
stered ricksha. And a tin  horn  
sport who can 't even get a kind  
glance fro m  a head w aitress, a fte r  
a few  spins between ricksha wheels  
has d ifficu lty  d ispelling the ru m o r  
th a t he is C la rk  G able. This, how- 
e ver, is not the case w ith  residents  
of Peip ing , who, having passed the 
in flation  stage, o re w ithout bom ­
bast. O n ly  the foreigners seem  
ab le  to “ s tru t s itting  dow n,”  as 
som e one once said o f an unpopu­
la r  statesm an.

And the cost is nothing, com pared  
w ith  the sense of superio rity  w ith  
w hich  the consum er is infected.
F o r  the sm a ll sum of $1, M ex ., 
w hich  here in Peip ing  m eans 35 
cents in  A m erican  spondulics, a 
thoroughbred high-stepping, flrst- 
class coolie ricksha boy can be 
h ired  for the day, which is under­
stood to be 12 fu ll hours, w ith  such 
t im e  fo r lunch ns the patron , in 
the fullness of his enlarged h eart, 
feels  tha t he can surrender to his 
fa ith fu l foot servant. Th is  ra te  
holds good at $7 per week. Beyond  
th a t, the ta r iff  fa lls  >to $20 a m onth, 
M e x ., of course, w hich places the 
r ic k  a t your disposal p ra c tic a lly  
w hen w anted, the boy ac tu a lly
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STVIATTfcR POP— Y’aint Looking at Him Right, Pop
By C  M. PAYNE
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FINNEY OF THE FORCE
Do Your Duty
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ADAMSON’S ADVENTURES Rubber!
By O. JACOBSSON

Com atose C ourtship
B ie r— T h e  W eavers  a re  so quiet 

ton ight. Is  th e re  anyth ing  w rong?”
G a rd in e r— N o ; th e y ’re  a lw ays  

th a t w ay . W hen he proposed he 
jus t held up a d iam ond rin g  and  
said " E h ? ”  and she looked a t it  
and said “ U h -h u h ."  —  P ath find er  
M ag azine .

O u r Pet Peeve Rest hour By GLUYAS WILLIAMS
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V acation  Rom ance?
Y outh— N ow , on th is  rin g  I  

should lik e  you to en g rave : “ F o r  
m y  d arlin g  M u r ie r ."

J e w e le r— W ould it  not be better 
to have s im p ly : " F o r  m y  d a r­
lin g ? ”  You see, s ir, i t  w ill be at 
least a week before w e  can  le t 
you have the  r in g .— H u m m e l.
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C0MIH6 OUT 1b PIAV. COWTRSB 
W iik ik fM  BV « s t im f óM u tu a l Concessions

" Y o u  d are  to ask fo r the hand of 
m y  d au g h ter and a few  y ears  ago 
you w e re  b a ll boy a t our tennis  
club?”

“ Y es, s ir, I  said  to m y s e lf, ‘H e  
m a y  be a poor tennis p la y e r but 
th a t does not p reven t h is being a 
good fa th e r- in - la w .’ ”
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