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By Jam es W . Brooks

X N  picking up hiftoric odd» and end» en route, 
the traveler is directed to Fort Frederick, 

fifteen mile» weft of Hagerftown, Maryland, on U. 
8. 40, turning south at Indian Spring», to Big Pool 
on the Potomac River. Thi* crumbling entrance is 
one of the acarred reminder» of anxiou» day» on the 
Colonial frontier. Washington visited here while in 
Command at Winchefter.

U R N IN G  in the »addle for a moment to 
vL# »urvey Washington'» travels a» a youth 
in Colonial service, hi» perilous mission to Fort 
Le Boeuf in 1753, hi» »urrender with honor at 
Great Meadow» July 4, 1754, and hia heroic 
conduft under Braddock in 1755 move swiftly 
in review as he approaches final action at 
Fort Duquesne.

K A R D  beginnings often make easy endings. I t  had 
fallen to the lot of Washington, at 21, to uncover 
French designs for older heads to prevent. But Fate 

willed otherwise, and on November 24, 1758, the 
French, having had enough of this persiftent youth, 
abandoned Fort Duquesne and set it on fire. Washing­
ton raised the B ritish  flag od the ruins, rode to 
Williamcburg. resigned his commission, and prepared 
for his wedding to Martha Dandridge Parke Cuftis.
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