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S A C IN G  bitter cold. Washington hade farewell to 
Fort Le Boeuf On December 16 be act out with 

his aider in birch bark canoe* to return to their homes 
at Venango, where they arrived shortly, encased in ice 
Remounting, they were *oon forced by deep snow to 
proceed on foot Once they lo.«l their way and an Indian. 
pre**ed into aervice aa guide, fired on Washington For 
thia the Indian war seized. disarmed and lent on hia way
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® H E N  the treacherous Indian had disappeared. Waah­
ington pressed on in great fatigue through heavy snow 

and across ice-filled ftreama A t one place he fell from a 
hastily improvised raft, but was quickly rescued by hia 
companion. Gift At another • now the site of Pittsburgh's 
airport • he won the favor of Aliquippa, an Indian queen, by 
presenting her with a jug of rum H e reached Williamsburg 
on January 16. 1754 with "no more appetite for adventure ”


