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PRESIDE

NT M'KINLEY'S LETTE

RESIDENT M'KINLEY'S letter
of mcceptance is probably the most
' jmportant unofcial document is-
in this country in a quarter of a
. The President takes the coun-
y Into bis confidence and throws a new
upon the history of the past two
re. Irrespective of its caustic arraign-
t of the critics of the administration
its forceful clinching of the fact that
anism means the “immediate” de-
tion of the gold standard and sub-
tion therefor of free silver coinage
the ratio of 16 to 1, the letter is im-
nt in the historic sense because it
ves the American people their first
rlowled'e of the statesmanship and con-
connected with recent epoch-mak-
events,

The President, although by nature a
mild and conciliatory man, can be arous-
to a point of dangerous combativeness,
and when the mood is on him he becomes
one of the most effective debaters we
Mave had in this conntry for many years.
ilm his letter he wastes no time in what
ht be called preliminary sparring, but,
ving definitely located the enemy’s
(vital spot, which is the free silver heresy,
Iﬁt strikes at it with force and precision.
The financial question, he says, may not
the paramount issue, but it is the im-
iate Issue. “It will admit of no de-
:;‘lnd will suffer no postponement.”
#or has not the Democratic party declar-
',.d for the “immediate” coinage of silver
at a ratio of 16 to 1? And is there any
doubt that Mr. Bryan, who insisted upon
the insertion of the silver plank in the
platform, against the advice of the best
men in the party, will use every means,
he is elected, to carry his principles

dato practice?
After paying the tribute of his regret
‘that the Democratic party by its nominee

|-d its reiteration of the free silver plank
of 1896 has made it necessary for the
twoters to reaffirim their decision of four
[years ago in favor of the existing gold
‘ctandurd.
|picks up the gage of battle on the issue
of imperialism. What that

President MeKinley boldly

issue is he

| S &
states most happily in a single paragraph |
| inancial beresy to prevent the trlumph of

After he has
the

mear the end of his letter.
marshaled the facts which
whole controversy in the clearest possi-

pl:ll -

gi-tori‘-al light before the reader, he
boembalia 4

says: -

Mhe American question is  be-

i tween duty

|  American verdiet will be for duty
and against desertion, for the Re-

and desertion—the

pumiIic AERIOST DOIn AODAreny and
imperialism.
| As a campaign document the letter is

garded as phenomenally strong. But
it is more than a campaign doevment. It
a contribution to history. The Presi-
{@ent deals candidly with the American
ple. He is not afraid to” tell them

t he has done or why he did it., He

als in facts rather than in arguments,

' TEXT OF THE LETTER,

President’s Views on Free Silver and
! the Philippine Question.

Executive Manslon, Washington, D. O,

t. 8.—~710 the Hon. Henry (ahot Lodge,

Irman Notification Committee -My Dear

: Thbe nomination of the Republican na-

onal conventlon of June 19, 1900, for the

Mce of President of the Unlted States,
(which, as the official representative of the
wonvention, you have conveyed (o me, is
mccepted. 1 have carefully examined the

latform adopted aund glve it my Learty

pproval.

! Upon the great lssue of the last nationa!
electlon it 1s clear. It upholds the goid
rd and indorses the leglslation of the
ot Congress by whicrh that standard
been eMectlvely strengthened. 'T'he sia-
¥ of our national currency ls, therefore,
Secure so long as tho=e who adhere to this
platform are kept in control of the govern

jment.

Same Iasues Involved,

| In the first battle, that of 1806, the friends
Pf the gold siandard and of =ound currency
were triumphant and the country is enjoy-

g the fruite of that vietory. Our antag
onlsts, however, are not satistied. They com-
pel us to » second battle upon the same lines
‘on which the first was fought and won.

While regretting the reopeuning of this
question, which can only disturb the present
Elltlufat'lury financial condltion of the gov-
ernment and viglt uncertalnty upon our

al business enterprises, we accept the
spue and again luvite the sound money
orces to join In winnlng another and we
ope a permanent iriumph for an honest
financial system which will continue invie
fable the public falth,
All Loyal to Silver,

As In 1898, the three gliver partles are
united under the same leader, who, Imme

lately after the election of that year, In an
mddress to the bimetallists, sald:
| “The friends of bimetallism have not been
wanquished; they have simply been over-

e, They belleve that the gold standard
48 a consplracy of the money changers
galnst the welfare of the human race—and
they wlll continue the warfare agalnst it.”
' The polley thus proclalmed has been ac
cepted and conflrmed by these parties. The
Fllnr Democratie platform of 1900 continues
the warfare agalnst the sdb-called gold con
eplracy when It expressiy says;

“We reiterate the demand of that (the
Chicago) platform of 1808 for an American
‘Boancial system made by the American peo-

le for themselves, which shall restore and
malntain a bimetallle price level; and as

rt of such system the lmmediate restora-
ilon of the free and unlimit@d coinage of
er and gold at the present ratlo of 16 to

, Without walting for the ald or consent of
ny other nailon."
| The Paramount Issue.

B0 the ixsue is presented. 1t will be noted
that the demand Is for the Immediate restor-
atlon of the free coinage of sllver at 18 (o
1. If another issue is paramount, this Is
Ammediate. It wili admit of no delay and

Fﬂ puller 80 postponement.

-

Turnlug to the other assoclated parties,
we find 11 the Populist natlonal platform
adopted at Slonx Falls, 8. D, May 10, 1000,
the following declaration:

“We pledge anew the People’s party nev
er to cease the agitation untll this Anancial
conspiracy Is blotted from the statute book,
the Lincoln greenback restored, the bonds
all pald and all corporation money forever
retired., We reaffirm the demand for the re-
opening of the mints of the Unlted States
for the free and unilmited colnage of silver
and gold at the present legal ratio of 16 to
1, the Immediate lncrease In the volume of
sliver colns and certificates thus created to
be substituted, dollar for dollar, for the
bank notes issued by private corporations
under speclal privilege, granted by law of
March 14, 1900, and prior national banking
laws."

Declare Their Hostility.

The platform of the silver party adopted
at Kansas City, July 6, 1900, makes the fol-
lowing announcement:

“We declare It to be our intention te lend
our efforts to the repeal of this currency
law, which not only repudiates the anclent
and time-honored principles of the Amerl
can people before the Constitution was
adopted, but s violative of the principles of
the Counstitution itself; and we shall not
cease our efforts until there has been estab-
lished In Its place & monetary system based
upon the free and unlimited colnage of sllver
and gold into momey at the present legal
ratio of 16 to 1 by the independent action of
the Unlted States, under which system all
paper money shall be lssued by the govern-
ment, and all such money colued or Issued
shall be & full legal tender in payment of
all debts, public and private, without excep
tion."

Combine Against Gold,

In all three platforms these parties an
pounce that thelr efforts shall be unceasing
untll the gold act shall be blotted from the
statute books aud the free and unlimited
colnage cf silver at 16 to 1, shxll take Its
place,

The relative importance of the issues 1 do
not stop to discuss., All of them are im-
portant. Whichever party Is successful wiil
be bound in counscience to ecarry into admin-
istration and legislation Its several declara-
tlons and doctrines. One declaration will be
as obligatory as another, but all are not lm-
medlate.

It Is not possible that these parties would
treat the doctrine of 16 to 1, the Immediate
realizatlon of which Is demanded by thelr
platforms, as vold and Inoperative
that they shonld be ciothed
with power. Otherwlse their profession of
faith is insincere. It is the Im
perative business of those opposed te this

several
in the event

therefore

the parties whose unlon is only assured by
aldherence to the sliver issue.
Facing Grave Peril.

Wil the Amerlean people, through indif-
ference or fancied security, hazard the over-
throw of the wise financial legislation of the
last year and revive the danger of the silver
standard, with all of the inevitable evils of
shattered confidence awpd geueral disaster

which instly alarmed apd aroused them in
1806

The Chicago platform of 15 js reatfirmed
in its entfrety by the Kansas City conven-
tion., Nothiug has been omitied or recalled;
so that all the perils then threatened are
presented anew with the added foree of a
deliberate reaffirmation. Four years sgo
the people refused to place the seal of thelr
approval upon these dangerous amd revoluo.
tlonary policles, and this year they will not
fail to record agalo thelr earncst dissent,

Faithful to Pledges.

The Republican party remalns faithful to

Its principle of a tariff which supplies suf-
ficient revennes for the government and ade-
quate protection to our enterprises and pro
dueers, and of reciprocity, which opens for
eign markets to the fruits of Americau labor
and furnishes vew channels through which
to market the surplus of American farms,
The tiwe-honored principles of
and reciproclty were the first piedges of He
publican to be writien publie
law. .
The present Congress has given to Alaska
a territorlal government for which it had
walted more than & quarfer of & century;
has established a representative government
In Hawali; has enacted bills for the most
Hheral treatment of tbhe pensioners and thelr
widows; has revived the free bomestead
poliey.

In its great financlal law It provided for
the establishment of banks of issue with a
capital of $25,000 for the beneflt of villages
and rural communpities, briuging the oppor-
tunity for profitable business in banking
within the reach of moderate capital, Many
are already availlng themselves of this priv-
ilege.

protection

U}l’[nl‘y into

Some Convincing Figures,

During the past year more than $19,000,000
of United States bonds have been pald from
the surplus revenues of the treasury, and in
additlon ¥25,000,000 of 2 per cents matured,
called by the government, are in process of
payvment. PPacific Rallroad honds issued by
the government In aid of the roads in the
aum of nearly §44,000,000 have palid
since Dec, 81, 1897, The treasury balance is
In satisfactory condition, showing on Sept.
1 $135,410,000, In addition to the $150,000,000
gold reserve in the treasury. The govern-
ment relatlons with the Pacifie rallroads
have been substantially closed, $124,421,000
bheing recelved from these roads, the greater
part ln cash and the remalnder with ample
securitles for payments deferred,

Tustead of diminishing, as was predicted
four years ago, the volume of onr currency
Is greater per capita than It has ever heen,
It was $21.10 in 1806, It had loncreased to
£26.50 on July 1, 1000, and $26.85 on Sept, 1,
1900, Our total money on July 1, 18506, was
$1,000,484,008; on July 1, 1000, It was §2,-
062,425,400, and §2,006,053 042 on Nept, 1,
1900,

heen

Prosperity in GGeneral.

Our Industrial and agricaltural counditions
are more promising than they bave been for
many years; probably more than they
have ever been, Prosperity ahounds every-
where throughont the republic, T rejolce
that the Southern as well as the Northern
States are enjoying a full share of these lin-
proved natlonal conditions and that all are
contributing largely to our remarkable
Industrial development,

The money lender recelves lower rewards
for bis capital than If It were Invested In
active business, The rates of luterest are
lower than they have ever been In this coun-
try, while those things which are produced
on the farm and In the workshop, and the
labor producing them, have advanced In
vilue,

Our foreign trade shows a satisfactory and
lucreasing growth, ‘Alhe amouat of vur vx

L1}

LI

ports for the year N0 over those of the ex
ceptionally prosperous year of 184 was
about half a milllon dollars for every day
of the year, and these sums have gone nto
the homes and enterprises of the people
There has been an Increase of over $H0,000,
) in the exports of agricultural produocts,
$92,602,220 in manufactures and In the prod
uets of the mines of over S10,000, (00,

Big Gains in Trade.

Our trade balances cannot, fall to glve =at-
{sfaction to the people of the countey. In
1808 we sold abhroad $610, 452,676 of products
more than we bought abroad, In 1890 8520,
| 874,813 and ln 1900 §544,471,701, making dur-
favor of $1,080, 779,190 nearly five times the
balance of trade In our favor for the whole
period of 108 yvears from 1790 te June J0,
ISHT inclusive,

Four hundred and thirty-six milllon dol-
lars of gold have been added to the gold
stock of the Unlted States since July 1, 180,
The law of March 14, 1%, authorized the
refunding Into 2 per cent bonds of that part
of the publlec debt represented by the 3 per
cents due in 1908, the 4 per cents due In 1907
and the 5 per cents due in 1904, aggregating
$840,000,000. More than one-third of the
sum of these bonds was refunded in the first
three months after the passage of the act,
and on Sept,
more than £33.000,000, making In all £330,
578,000, resulting lu a vet saving of over $8,
979,520,

Government Saving Money.

The ordinary recelpts of the government
for the fiscal year 1900 were $70.527.060 In
excess of Its expenditures.

While our recelpts both from enstoms and
Internal revenue have been greatly increas
ed, our expenditures have been decreasing.
Civil and mlscellaveocus expenses for the fis
eal year endlog June 30, 1M, were nearly
$14,000,000 less than o 1800, while on the
b war account there Is a decrease of more

ing the three years a total balance ln our |

1 the sum had been Increased |

PRESIDENT M’KINLEY.
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oeean transportalion we pay annually te for-
GWRETS SLO0,000, 000,  We
ought 10 own the ships for our carrying
trade with the world, and we ought to bulld
them In Amerlean shipyards asd wan them
with Awerlcan satlors. Our own clitizens
should recelve the transportation charges
now pald te forelgners.

| have called the attentlon of Congress to
this subject In my several annual messages.
In that of Dee, 4, I8OT, | sald:

“Most deslrable from every stundpoint of
national interest and patriotism ls the effort
to extend our forelgn commerce. To this
end our merchaut marine should be lmproved
and eulnrged. We should do our full share
of the carrying trade of the world. We do
not do it pow. We should be the laggard no
longer."

In my message of Dec, 3, 1800, 1 sald:
“Our national development will be one sided
and upsatisfactory so long as the remark:
able growth of our inland industries remalns
nnaccompanied by progress on the seas,
There Is no lack of constitutional anthority
for legislation which shall glve to the coun
try maritime strength commensurate with
iudustrial achlevements and with s
rank among the natlons of the earth,

“Ihe past year has recorded exceptional

elgn ship aver

its

| activity in our shiprards, and the promises

of contioual prosperity lu shipbullding are
abundant, Advanced legislation for the pro
tectlon of our seamen has been enacted, Our
coast trade, under regulailons wisely framed
at the bLegluning® of the government and
since, shows Its resuits for the past fiscal
year unequaled lo our records or those of

any other power,
Need of the Canal,
“We shall fall to realize our opportunl
tles, bowever, If we complacently regard

onlw watters at home and blind ourselves to
the necessity of securing our share in the
valuable carrying trade of the world,

“I now reiterate these views,
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IIh:m 05,000,000,  There wax required $8,
:l!ll_lill less to sapport the navy this year
!llluu Iagt, and the expewditures on account
lof Indlans were nearly two and three-quar
| ters million dollars less than in 1809

| The only two ltems of Increase in the pub-
| lle expenses of 1900 over 1899 are for pen-
Inhm.-l and interest on the publle debt. For
1809 we expended for peusions $130,304,920,
and for the fiscal year 1900 our payments on
this account amounted to £140.877,316. The
net Increase of interest on the public debt
of 1900 over 1809 required by the war loan
was $263,408 25,

Bonds Speedily Taken.

While Congress authorized the govern-
ment (o make a war loan of $400,0040,000 at
the beginning of the war with EBpaln, only
$200,000,000 of bonds was lssued, hearlng 3
per cent Interest, which were promptly and
patriotically taken by our citizens.

I'nless something unforeseen occurs to r
duce our revennes or lucrease our expendl-
tures, the Congress at its next session should
reduce taxatlon very materially.

Fifty years ago we were selling govern
ment bonds bearlng as high as 5 per cent in-
terest., Now we are redeeming them with a
bond at par bearing 2 per cent Interest. We
are selling our surplus products and lending
our surplus money to Enrope,

Europe Is Uur Debtor.

One result of our selling to other natlons
g0 much wmore than we have bought from
them during the past three years Is a radieal
Improvement of our financlial relations. The
great amounts of eapltal which have been
borrowed of Europe for our rapid, materlal
development have remained a constant drain
upon resources for Interest and dlvi
dends and made our money markets lable
to constant disturbances hy calls for pay-
ment or heavy gales of our secnurltles when-
ever money stringency panle occurred
abroad, We have now been payving these
debts and bringing home many of our se-
enurittes  and  establishing  countervalling
eredits abroad by our loans and placing our-
gelves upon a sare fonndation of foancial
Independence,

1n the unfortunate contest between Great
Britain and the Boer states of South Africa
the Unlted States has maintalned an attl
tude of neutrality in accordance with Its
well-known traditional. polley. It d1d not
hesitate, however, when reqguested hy the
governments of the Bouth Afrlean republies,
to exerclse Its good offices for a cessatlon of
hostilities,

Did What We Conld,

It Is to be observed that while the Sonth
African republics made like request of other
powers, the United States Is the only one
which complied, The British government
declined to accept the lntervention of any
power,

Ninety-one per cent of our exports and Im-

onr

ports are sow carried by foreign ships. Feor

“A sabject of lmmediate Importance to
our conntry s the completion of a greal
waterway of commerce hetween the Atiaotle
and Paclfic. The constroctlon of a marl
time canal is now more than ever Indispen
sable to that Intimate and rem‘_r communi-
cation hetween our eastern and western sed
ports, demanded by the apnexation of the
Hawallan Islands and the expansion of our
Influence and trade In the Pacific.

“Our npatlonal pollcy more lmperatively
than ever calls for Its completion and con
trel hy this government, and it is belleved
that the next session of Congress, after re-
velving the full report of the commission ap-
polnted under the act approved March 3§,
1890, wlill make provislons for the sure ac
complishment of this great work.

Wonld Restrict Trusts,

Combinations of capital which control the
market In commof@lties necessary to the gen-
eral use of the people by suppressing nat-
ural and ordinary competition, thus en
hanelng prices to the general consumer, are
obnoxious to the common law and the publle
welfare. They are dapgerous consplracies
against the publie good, and should be made
the subject of prohibltory or penal legisla
tion.

I"ublleity will

be a helpful influence to
check this evil. Uniformity of leglslation In
the different Btates should be secured, s
crimination between what is Injurious and
what Is useful and In business
operatlons s essentlal to the wise and effect.
Ive treatment of this subject,

Honest co-operation of capltal is necessary
to meet new business conditlons and extend
our rapldly Increasing forelgn trade, but
congpiraciea and combinations Intended to
restrict business, create monopoliers apnd coun-
trol prices should be effectively restralned,

Hest Friends of Lahor, ’

The hest service which can bhe rendered to
labor Is to afford It an opportunity for
steady and remunerative employment and
glve It every encouragement for advance-
ment. The polley that subserves this end s
the trune Amerlcan The past three
years have been more satisfactory to Amerl
cap workingmen than many preceding years,
Any change of the present industrial or
financlal polley of the government would be
disastrous to their highest Interesls,

With prosperity at home and an lucreas-
ing forelgn market for Amerlean products
employment should continve to walt upon
labor, and with the present gold standard
the workingman Is securbd agalnst payment
for his labor In a depreclated currency, For
labor a short day Is better than a short dol-
lar. One will lighten the burdens, the other
lessens the rewards of toll, The one will
promote contentment and independence, the
other penury and want,

Speaks for Good Wagen.

The wages of labor should be adequate to

keep the bome In cowfort, educate the chil

necessary

pollicy,

R ACGEPT

dren, and, with theift and econsmy, lny
something by for the days of infirmity and
old age.

Practical clvil service reform has always
had the support and encourngement of the
Republicau party. The future of the merlt
system I8 safe In fis hands,

Iring the present administration as oe
caslons have arisen for modifieation or
amendment In the existing elvil service law
and rules. they have been made, lmportant
amendments were promulgated by executive
order under date of May 20, 1808, having for
thelr princlpal purpose the exception from
competitive examination of certain places |n
volving fduclary responsibilitles or duties
of a strictly confidential, sclentific or exacn
tive character, which It was thought mlght
better be Blled by noncompetiilve examing
tion or by dther tests of ftuess In the dis
cretlon of the appolating officer,

Value of Merit Byatem,

It i= gratifying that the experience of more
than a year has vindieated these changes in
the marked lmprovement of the public ser
vice,

The merlt system, as far as practieable,
Is made the basls for appolniments to of
fice lu our new territory,

The American people are profoundly grate
ful to the soldlers, sallors and marines who
have ln every time of counfliet fought thelr
country's battles and defended s honor.
The survivors and the widows and orphans
of those who have fallen are justly entitled
to recelve the generous and conslderate care
of the natlon,

Few are uow left of those who fonght In
the Mexlean war, and while many of the
velerans of the Clvll War are still spared to
us thelr numbers are rapldly dlminishing
and age and Infirmity are increasing thelr de
pendence. These, with the soldlers of thé
Spanish war, will not be neglected by thelr
grateful countryment. The pepsion laws
have been liberal. They should be justly
administered, and wiil P'reference
should be given to the so'diers, sallors and
thelr orphans, with
employment fu the public ser

be,

marines, wldows s

respect lo

vice,
Kept Faith with Caba.

We have been In possession of Cuba since
the fArst of January, 185640 We have re
stored order and established domestl
quiliity. We have fed the starving, clothed
the naked, and ministered to the slek, We
have lmproved the sanitary conditlon of the
We have stimulated lndustry, n
and taken a full

and comprehensive enuvmeration of the in

iran

island
troduced publle education

habltants,

The qualification of eleclors bas been sel
tled apd under It oficers have
for all munlcipalities of Cuoba
local goveilninents are pow

beern Chosen
the These
in operation, ad
milltary es

45,100

ministered by the peopie ar
tabllshment
to less than G000,

An #lection has been ordered to be held on
the 15th of September under a falr election
law already tried In the muuicipal elections,
constitutional con
hy
I to assemble on the Arst
coustitation

has been rednced from

to choose wembers of a
L shine
Mouday of

VM

ventlon, and the convention,

order,
November to frume a

independeut gavermment for Lhe

rest All this is a long =tep In
sacred guaraniees (o

whioh an

island will
the fulttihment

the people of Cuba,

of our

Plans for Porto Rico,

We hold Porto Rico by the same iltle an
the Phillppines

ceded us the one conveyed to us the other,

The treaty of peace which

Cougress har glven to this islapd & govern
ment In which the luhabltants participate,
elect thelr own leglslature, enact thelr own
local laws, provide thelr own system of tnx
atlon, and 1o these respects have the same
power and privileges enjoved by other terrl
torles belonging to the Vnlted States and a
much larger of
than was glven to the Inhabitants of Loulsl
ana under Jefferson. A district court of ihe
United States for Porto Rieo has bween exlab

mensure self-government

lished and local courts have been lnaugur
ated, atl of which are in operation,
The generous treatment of the IMorio

RRicans accords with the mowst litbheral 1hougat
of our own country and encourages the hest
aspiratlons of the af the i=sland,
While they do not have lll'-lllll’ free coim
mereial tntercourse with the United States,
Congress complled with my recommendation
by removing, on the Ist day of May last,
84 per cent of the dutles and providing for
the removal of the remaining 15 per
on the 1st of March, 1902, or earlier if the
legislatare of Porto Rico shall provide iocal
revennes for the expenses of conducting the
gor--runwnt.
Istand ls Profited.

During this Intermediate perlod Porto
Rican products coming Into the Unlted
States pay a tarlff of 15 per cent of the rates
under the Dingley act and our goods golng
to Porto Rico pay a like rate, The dotles
thus pald and collected both in Porte Rico
and the Unlted States are pald to the gov-
ernment of Porto Rico and no part thereof
Is taken by the natlonal government,

All of the dutles from Nov. 1, 1808, to June
30, 1000, aggregating the snm of $2,250,-
52521, poid at the custom houses in the
United States upon FPorto Rlean products,
nnder the laws existing prior te the above
mentloned nct of Congress, have gone Into
the treasury of Porto Rico to relleve the
destitute and for schools and other publie
purposes, In addition to this, we have ¢x
pended for relief, education and lmprove-
ment of roads the sum of §1,513,084.05,

Military Force Cut Down,

The United States milltary force In the
ixlands has been redueced from 11,000 to
1,500, and natlve Porto Riecans constitute for
the most part the loeal constabulary.

I'nder the new law and the inanguration
of elvll government there hias been a gratl-
fying revival of business. The manufactnres
of Porto Rleo are developlng: her Imports
are Inereasing: ber tariff I« yielding in-
creased returns: ber fields are belng cenltl
vated: free schools are being established.
Notwithstanding the many embarrassments
incident to a change of natlonal condiifons,
she Is rapldly showing the good effects of
her new relatlong to thls nation,

For the sake of full and intellligent under
atanding of the Philippine question and (o
glve to the people authentie informatlon of

people

the nets and alms of the adminlatration, I'

present at some length the events of lmpor-
tance leading up to the present situatlon,
The purposes of the executlve are hest re
venled and can best be judged by what he
has done and Is dolng.

KEvery Move for Peace.

It will be seen that the power of the gov-
ernment has been used for the liberty, the
peace and the prosperity of the Philippine
peaples, and that force bhas heen employed
only agalnst force which stood In the way
of the reallzation of these ends.

HE
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On the 25th duy of April, 1808, Congress
declared (hat & stute of war existed betwaen
Bpain and the United States. On May 1,
1808, Admiral Dewey desiroyed the Bpanish
fleet In Manila Bay. On May 10, 1808, MaJ.
Geun. Merrltt, U. B, A, was placed In coms
wand of the military expedition to Manlla
and directed among other things to tmmedls
ately “publish @ proclamation declaring that
we come not to make war upon the people
of the Philipplues nor upon any part or fags
ton among them, but 1o protect ihem Iny
thelr homes, tn thelr employments, and |
thelr personal and religlous rights,  All per-
sons who, elther by uetlve ald or by honest
subinlssion, coopernte with the United
Stutes In lis efforis to glve effect to this
beneficent purpose will recelve Lhe reward
of its support aud protection.”

Some Fortunes of War,

On July 8, 1808, the Spanish fleet In ate
tempting to eseape from Bantiago barbor
wis destroyed by the American fleet, and om
July 17, 1808, the Spanish garrison In the
elty of Santluge surrendered to the coms
mander of the Americun forees,

Following these brillant victorles, on the
12th day of August, 1808, upon the Initlative
of Spaln, hostiiitles were suspended, and »
protocol was signed with a view to arraog-
Ing termn of peace between the two governs
menin. 1o pursuance thereof | appointed am
commissloners the followlng distingolshe
eltizers to conduet the hegotintions on the
part of the United States: Hon, Willlam R,
Day of Oublo, Hon, Willlam I, Frye of
Minnesota, Hon. George Gray of Delaware
and Hon, Whitelaw Reld of New York,

Forced Into Conflict

In addressing the peace commission Before
Ity departure for Paris, [ sald:

“It Is my wish that throoghout the npgoe
tintions Intrusted to the commission the pur-
pose and spirit with which the United Siates
accepted the unwelcome necessity of war
shonld kept. constantly “in view, We
took up arms only In obedience ta the die-
tates of humanity and the fulfiliment of high
We bhad no
nu ambition

public and woral obligatlons

design of aggrandizement aud
uf conguest

“Ihrough the long conrse of repeated rep-
resentations which nimed 1o
avert the struggle and In the Anal arbitra.
ment of force this conntry was ‘mpelied sole.
the of relleving grieyous
wrongs and removing eXinting vondl-
tioms which disturbed it tranguiiilty, which

preceded and

iy by Ppurpose

long

shocked the moral sense of wankind aud
which ecould no longer be eudired,
High Sense of Duty,

SI I8 iy earnest wish that the United
States o waking peace should folluw the
sume high role of conduct which guided it
In facing wai 1t should be as scripuious

| apd wagnanbipous o the oo wllng saettie.

nolis orig-
adjust
isting

CO-

ment as It was Just snd humane

inal action, * * * Ouwr alm lw Lhe
ment of peace shuuld be directed to
results and 1o the achievewment of the
won good under The dguinds of covidzation
than to ambitlous designs, * * *

thougnt of coap ele

rather
“Without any origina
Or evYen parimi Acauisiilon, e |||r-!'ll w 'lnd

wiuceess of our arms at Manlla Impose opos

ne obligntions whivh we canunot disregard,
The murch of evenls rules amd  overrinies
bvman a thon Avowing unreservediy 1l

purpose which has apbmated ail our efforis,

and siill sellchtons 1o sdhere (o it, we cAns
not be ummindfol that without any desiie
oF design ou our parct (he war bas hrought

us new duties aond responsibiiities which we
wust meet and diseharge as hecowes a great

pation o whiose grow' b and  enreer, (ron
the beginning, the Wuler of Natlons  has
plainly  written the high commnnd aud
pledge of cly izatlon,"

=hirked No Responsibility.

On Oet, 25, 1800, while the peace comuiin
slon was coutinaing its negotintions o Paris,
the instruciion was
sent:

“It I8 lmperative upon us that as victors
shoald by motlves
which will exalt our nation lervitoris| ex-
pansion lenst that
we shall not shirk the moral ob.dgutions of
our vietory Is of the

“I s undisputed that Spaln’s authorliy e
permanently destroyed ln every part of the
Philippines. To leave any part io her feeble
control waould Increase our dificulties
aud be opposed 1o the Interesis of homan-

following additional

we e governed anly

shoulil e our cConcern,

.
Eiealest,

now

Ity. * * * XNor can we permit Spain 10
transfer any of the isiands to  another
power.  Nor can we lnvite apother power

or powers 1o Joln the Unlted Slates (o sov-

We must elther hold
back to Spalno.

Only One Honorable Course,

“Consequently, grave as are Lhe responal-
bilities apd unforeseen as are the difenl-
ties which are before us, the I'resldent cam
gee bul one plain path of duty, the accept-
auce of the archipelago, Gredter dificulties
and more serious complications—administra-
tive and lwternational—would follow aoap
other course,

“I'hie President has glven to the views of
the commmissioners the fullest conslderation,

them,
them

erelgnly over
them or turo

and iu reachiyg the conciuslon above an-
nounced, in the light of information com-
municated to the commission and to the

President sluce yonr depariure, he has been
influenced by slngie conslderation of
duty and humaniiy I'resldent |s not
unmindful of the disiressed finaocial condl
tion of Spain, and whatever consideration
the United States may show must come
from Its sense of geperoslty and benevol-
ence rather than from any real or techunleal
obligation,”
Could Not Abandon Them.

Agaln, ou Nov, 18, 1 instrueted the com-
wission:

“Krom Ahe standpoint of indemnity, botls
the archipelagoes (P'orto Rico and the Phil-
ippines) are insuflicient to pay our war ex-
penses, but aside from this, do we not owe
an ebligation to the people of the Philip
pines which will not permit ns to return
them to the soverelgnty of Spaln? Couldwe
Justify onrselves in such a course, or conld
we permit thelr barter 1o ome other power?

“Willingly or not, we have the responsi-
blilty of duty which cannot  escape,
# & * The [Presldent cannot belleve any
divislon of the archipelago can hring vs any-
thing but embarrassmwent in the fotare. The
trande and commercial stde, as well as the
indemnity for the cost of the war, are gues.
tions we might yleld, They might be waived
or compromised, but the questions of duty
and homanity appenl to the President 50
strongly that he can find no approprinte ans
awer but the one he has here mavked out,”” |

Termna of the Treaty.

The treaty of peace was concluded on Dec.
10, 1808, By Its terms the archipelago,’
known as the I'hilippine Islands, was ceded
by Spain to the United States, [t was also
provided that “the civil rights aud pulitical

the
I'he

we
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