
RECR08SED THE M
Buller’s Foroes Have Re­

treated Southward.

6 O E R 8  D ID  N O T  PRESS T H E M

B rltlu h  L o ft l lr a v l l j r -n u l lo r  T hink*  
T r t n i t u l u r i  H ave liami T a u g h t to  
Moapaet K ngllah F ig h t in g  Q u alltlo* .

London, Jnn. 80.—General Roller 
•av* General Warren’« troop« have re-i 
treated south of the Tugela river. The, 
Boers «ay the British lost 1,600 killed 
Wednesday. It 1« lielleved here thia 
include* the wounded. The Boers also 
claim that 160 of the English troop« 
surrendered at Hpionkop.

Ilrltlah L oft 1800  D ead .
Boer Head Laager, Ladysmith, Jan. 

80.—The Rritish dead left on the battle­
field yesterday numbered 1,600. 
A C C O U N T  OF T H E  M O V E M E N T .

Uullar** O fllrlal Illap a trh  to  th e  War 
O fflec -T h a  F ig h t in g .

London, Jan. 80.—General Ruller's 
dispatch to the war office states that 
Hpionkop wa* abandoned on account of 
lack of water, inability to bring artil­
lery there and the heavy Roer Are. 
General Roller give« no list of causal- 
ties. Ills whole force withdrew *outh

/• of the Tugela river, with the evident 
f  intention of reaching Ladysmith by

auother route. #
Following is the’ text of General Rol­

ler’s dispatch, dated Hpearmau’sCamp, 
Saturday Jan. 87:

"’On January 20 Warren drove back 
the enemy and obtained possession of 
the southern crests of the high table­
land extending from the line of Acton 
Homes and Hongerspoort to the west­
ern Ladysmith hills. From then to 
January 86 he remained in close con­
tact with the enemy.

Hoar* H eld  S tro n g  P o s it io n .
“ The enemy held a strong position 

on a range of small kopjes stretching 
from northwest to southeast across the 
plateau from Acton Homes, through 
Hpionkop, to the left bank of the Tugela. 
The actual position held was perfectly 
tenable, but did not lend itself to an 
advance, as the southern slopes were so 
steep that Warren could not get an 
effective artillery position, and water 
•applies were a difficulty.

"On January 28 I assented to his 
attacking Hpionkop, a large hill, indeed, 
a mountain which was evidently the 
key to the position, but was far more 
accessible from the north than from the

. south. On the night of January 23
'* he attacked Hpionkop, but found it very

difficult to hold, as its perimeter was 
to large, and water, which he had been 
led to believe existed, in this extraor­
dinary dry season was found very
deficient.

"The crest was held all that day 
against severe attacks, and a heavy 
shell tire. Our men fought with great 
gallantry.

"General Woodgate, who was in 
command of the summit, having been 
wounded, the officer who succeeded 
him decided on the night of January 
24 to abandon the position, ^nd did so 
before «lawn January 26.

"I reached Warren’s camp at 5 A. 
M. on January 26, and decided that a 
second attack U|k>u Hpionkop was use­
less, and that the enemy’s right was 
too strong to allow me to force it.

D aeld eil to  W ith d ra w .
• Accordingly, 1 decided to withdraw 

the force to the south of the Tugela. 
At 6 A. M. we commenced withdraw­
ing the men, and by 8 A. M., January 
27, Warren’s force was concentrated 
south of the Tngela without the loss of 
a man or a pound of stores.

"The fact that the force should with­
draw from actual touch—in some cases 
the lines were less than 1,000 yards 
apart—with the enemy in the manner 
it did, is, I think, sufficient evidence of 
the morale of the troops, and that we 
were permitted to withdraw our cum­
brous ox and male trans|>ort8 across the 
river, 85 yards broad, with 20-foot 
banks and a very swift current, unmo­
lested, is, I think, proof that the enemy 
has been taught to respect our soldiers’ 
fighting powers.”

P la g u e  in N ew  C a led o n ia .
Vancouver, B. C., Jan. 29.— From 

Noumea, New Caledonia, the steam­
ship Miowera brings alarming re|x)rta 
of the ravages of the plague, which has 
lieen prevalent there since early in De-

, cember. There were 18 deaths during 
the first 10 days following the out­
break. ' The plague is attributed to the 
filthy quarters of the Japanese, Tonki­
nese and Kanakas. All the Kanakas 
have been isolated on an island adja­
cent to the town. Up to December 23 
there had been no deaths among the 
whites, eight of whom had been in­
fected, bnt nine Kanakas, two Japanese 
and five Tonkinese had died of the dis­
ease. Mnch alarm is felt by the resi­
dents and business is at a standstill, 

f  The natives believe the plague is a visi­
tation of providence, and that it is
wrong to take means to cheok it.

At Pomeroy last week 81 horses were 
duly inspected, and purchased by the 
government. About as many were re­
jected.

ROBERTS* NEXT MOVE.

T h e  B ritish  A rm y W ill Wow A d vaaoo  
T h rou gh  »ho Froo S la te .

London, Jan. 81.— History pans«*« for 
a time in Houth Africa. I t  la one of 
those unsatisfactory pease« that are 
nearly aa trying to Rritish nervea a« a 
set,nance of reverses, and apparently i t  
will terminate only when Lord Roberta 
glvea'the word for the forward move­
ment info the Free State, which, ac­
cording to the moat cheerful view, ha 
will ba unable to do for a fortnight. 
Whether he will permit General Roller 
to make another attempt to relieve 
Ladysmith is quite outside the know­
ledge even of those cljaely connected 
with the war office. With the noops 
due to arrive next month he may think 
himself strong encagh to try two large 
operations.

Combining the forces under General« 
Methuen, French and Gatacre, and 
adding to them the arriving troops, 
Lord Robert« woold have 70,600 for the 
invasion of the Free State, with 40,000 
to 60,000 guarding communications, 
and 40,000 trying to rescue Ladysmith.

The public burn« with impatience 
that something sbonld be done, bnt 
there 1« nothing to do bnt wait on the 
preparations. Oceans of ink are poured 
out in advice. Orators are at work in 
the provinces, telling the people that 
England has set her teeth in grim de­
termination to see It through.

The government’s declarations in 
parliament, the counter-declarations of 
those outside the government and the 
consequent discussiou in the press and 
on the platform will immediately en­
thrall the public interest.

The thing on which everybody seems 
agreed is that more men must go. 
Twenty thousand two hundred and 
twenty-two men and 166 guns are at 
sea. Eleven thousand infantry and 
9,000 cavalry, including 6,000 yeomen, 
are practically ready to embark. 
Therefore, the government, without 
doing more, can place at the disposal 
of Lord Roberts 40,000 additional men 
and 166 gnns. The further purposes of 
the war officials are supposed to em­
brace somewhat iu the neighborhood of 
60,000 men. As the indication is that 
candidates will be rather scarce, the 
war office will issue orders for those 
reservists who were found nnfit at the 
previous mobilization examinations to 
report for further examination. Appli­
cants for cavalry service are still freely 
offering as >eomanry.

General Bailer’s operations has cost 
918 men so far officially re|>orted with- 

' in 10 days. Applying to the 206 
Hpionkop casualties reported today the 
rnle of proportion, the loss of officers 
indicates 600 casualties yet to come. 
The total casualties of the war, compiled 
from official report», are 9,528—nearly 
a division. Of these 2,488 were killed, 
4,811 wounded, and the rest are 
prisoners.

The aggregate Rritish home troops in 
South Africa uumlier 116,000, the 
Natalians 7,168, and Cape Colonials 
21,000.

The war office announces that no 
farther news has been received from 
South Africa, except a report from 
Lord Roberts that the situation is 
unchanged.

M O N E Y F O R  T H E  B O E R S .

A d tn ln lftra tlon  W ill R rfnae to  F orw ard  
I t  on N eu tra lity  G rounds.

New York, Jan. 81.—A special to 
the World from Washington says: The 
fear of offending Great Britain and 
provoking a protest would cause the 
administration to decline to comply 
with the request of Dr. Prcetorius, of 
St. Louis, who, it is said, has for­
warded to Secretary Hay money and 
letters expressing sympathy with the 
Boers, which he asks to be sent to 
President Kroger through the Ameri­
can consul at Pretoria. It is indicated 
that the state department will take the 
ground that it would be a violation of 
the neutrality laws for this government 
to give financial aid to a belligerent.

It is pointed out that this request 
differs from the request made by the 
American consul at Pretoria in behalf 
of Great Britain to be permitted to for­
ward money to be used by the British 
sick and wonnded in the purchase of 
delicacies, in that the latter request is 
made by one belligerent of another, 
using a neutral as means of communi 
oation.

R ob b er  G ang R un D o w « .
Cheyenne, Wyo., Jan. 81.—A report 

has reached this city that a posse oi 
Union Pacific detectives, headed by 
Tom Horn, had run down two of the 
Union Pacific train robbers in the Hole 
in the Wall, and after a desperate fight, 
killed both of them. One of the pur­
suing party was shot, bnt it is thought 
not serionsly. It is known that the 
robbers separated in two gangs after 
leaving the railroad, and the men re­
ported killed were those who were 
trailed through the mountains so close­
ly and afterwards escaped.

It is supposed they returned to the 
Hole in the Wall when they thonght 
the pursuit was over, and the detectives 
have been watching the rendezvous ever 
since, until they got their men.

D en ia l b y  E se ta .
Oakland, Cal., Jan. 81.—Carlos 

Ezeta, ex-president of San Salvador, 
has returned to his home here after a 
trip of four months’ duration to Mex­
ico. It was reported at the time of his 
departure that he proposed ta regain his 
lost power if possible, but ha denies 
that snch was hi« intention.

THE ABID REGIONS.
T w e lfth  C aaras W ill S h ew  F raeant C ss -  

d lt la a  aad  T alaaa  a f  A grlaa ltn ra  
la  A rid , B ab -H am id  S eat Ions.

The preliminary work of the census 
office in collecting data relative to the 
arid and sab-humid regions shows that 
daring the past 10 yeais vast areas 
have been reclaimed by irrigation, loth 
by ditching from running streams and 
drilling fur'sdbterranean waters.

Where only a few years ago the sage 
brash struggled for existence in the 
midst of a waste of alkali and sand, 
today are fields of waving grain and 
blossoming orange-groves. Hundreds 
of miles of canals ami ditches have 
been constructed; hundreds of wells 
have been sank, and thousands of acres 
oi land have lieen cultivated in zones 
where once the desolation of Sahara 
reigned.

Moistened by fresh waters and fertil­
ized by the rich silt of the swift moun­
tain streams, once trackless wastes and 
desolate valleys in the arid Southwest, 
have become as fertile as the famous 
valley of the Nile, and send forth crops 
of endless variety and exceeding abun­
dance.

Irrigation is intensive farming. 
Where the water supply is ample, it is 
sure farming. There are no failures, 
and ciopa are enormous. The experi­
enced irrigator is like the trained en­
gineer with his band on the lever. The 
movements of bis hand regulate the 
amount of water supplied to his fields 
as those of the engineer control his en­
gine.

In most of the irrigable sections of 
the West, fertilizers have never been 
used, although the land has been con­
stantly cultivated for over two centur­
ies. In many sections fields may be 
seen which have yielded successive 
crops of wheat for 40 years and ahow 
no diminution of productive strength.

Wonderful progress is shown in the 
methods of constructing canals, dams, 
and pumping machineiy, and in the 
manner of distributing water. Modern 
inventions in machinery have greatly 
lessened the time, labor, and cost of 
construction and management, and 
made possible many gigantic enterprises 
of land reclamation and water utiliza­
tion.

Mountains have been tunneled and 
whole rivers have been lifted from 
their beds and spread over the valleys 
precisely as wanted. High up in the 
ranges and on the elevated plateaus 
immense storage reservoir* have been 
constructed to impound the flood 
waters of the streams so that the thirs­
ty land below shall not suffer during 
the long rainless summer.

As the successful solution of the 
problem of conservation of flood waters 
means the reclamation of millions of 
acres of public land, the people natur­
ally ask the government to promote 
measures having this end in view. To 
this demand the government responds. 
Lands containing excellent reservoir 
sites have been set aside and a 
thorough study of the sources and per­
manence of the water supply of arid 
regions has been made to enable con­
gress to legislate with intelligence upon 
this important subject.

In aid of this work the twelfth cen­
sus will endeavor comprehensively to 
show the present condition and values 
of agriculture in the arid and sub- 
humid regions; the length, irrigable 
extent and cost of the various canals, 
wells and ditches; the character, vol­
ume and constancy of water supply; 
systems employed in distribution; 
amount paid for water and the crops, 
acreage and yield of irrigated farms.

This effort will be successful if those 
interested in irrigation shall heartily 
co-operate wih the census office and its 
agents.

Within a brief period the main 
schedules for taking the census of irri­
gation will be distributed, and Direc­
tor Merriam requests that all recipients 
prepare properly to fill them out and 
to return them promptly.

P a e lfle  C oast N ote* .
Mormon elders are holding meetings 

at points in Wallowa county.
Baker City’s special tax to continue 

her schools was carried by a vote of 60 
to 1.

Eagle valley has a “ whisky wagon” 
—presumably a concern that peddles 
Are water.

Another sawmill will soon be in 
operation on the Siuslaw. It will be 
owned by Haubert & Co., and will cut 
about 80,000 feet daily.

The Marshfield Sun understands that 
the Western Union Telegraph company 
will extend its line to all points in the 
county the coming summer.

There will be no debate this winter 
between the state universities of Ore­
gon aud California, but effort will be 
made to have a "meet” next winter.

A barrel of whisky, supposed to have 
come from the wreck of the Brother 
Jonathan, which was lost off Crescent 
City in 1866, was washed ashore last 
week, says the Marshfield Coast Mail. 
The barrel is in good condition, and 
the whisky should be of rare quality.

A river steamer is being built on the 
Joquille by D. T. White, Alex Snyder 
rod Johu Moomaw, which is to have a 
ipeed of 14 knots an hour. It is the 
intention to make two round trips per 
lay between Coquille City aud Bandon 
luring tbe summer months.

M IN E S  A N D  M IN IN O .

H a ja r  C a sh el T a ils  a f  »ha R ich n ess  of 
th e  C ape M ana D istr ic t.

Mayor Cashel, of Noma, tails of its 
wonderful riches:

When I first came to Nome, on Jana 
87, from Dawson, soma men were 
working on the beach to sea what they 
could get out of it. They worked 
quietly at first, but pretty soon the 
news of the richness of the beach got 
out. Business men quit their business 
in town and went to the beach to 
work. The whole shore became an at­
traction.

As regards tbe gold, there are two, 
and sometimes three, pay streaks. In 
the first the gold is almost always 
found in a strata of ruby sand, espec­
ially when found above bedrock. Thia 
l*ed rock is really a false rock, for it 
consists of a stratum of clay or sand. 
It varies. I think that below it is 
another bed rock.

When gold is found on this so-called 
bed rock it is sometimes deposited with 
a sediment of the character of ruby 
sand, and sometimes otherwise. This 
ruby sand is nothing more than iron. 
The water runs over tbe tailings in the 
color of blood. The redder it is the 
richer the deposit.

I don’t like to theorize as to where 
the gold comes from, but the gold is 
nearly always coarser near the shore 
than at the edge of the tundra, giving 
the impression that it comes out of the 
sea, because the finest particles are 
found deposited at the farthest point 
from the present surf action. Within 
a radius of two miles on the beach— 
from the spit to the northwest—I 
counted personally, about August 16, 
280 rockers. There were at least twe 
men to each, and away beyond these 
rockers, below the Indian village for 
seven or eight miles, was an almost 
continuous line of men.

Taking it as a conservative average, 
I should think 2,500 men were work­
ing on the beach between the mouth of 
Snake river and Cripple river. I judge 
very few men made less than $10 a 
day, and the average was at least an 
ounce a day, or $16.

I kpow personally two men who 
took ont $13,000 between Jnly 15 and 
October 4. These were Cummings and 
Missouri Bill, and there were otheri 
that I know in a short space of time 
took ont lots of gold. J. W. Logan, a 
San Francisco newspaper man, and 
three associates, took ont $7,000 in 80 
dayt and left the country. They just 
worked one little draw. This is con­
servative.

I made myself, nnder favorable cir­
cumstances, $100 a day for a time. 
Any man who went on the beach and 
would work ten hours a day made big 
money. Most men didn’t work hard, 
and in a great many instances they 
rocked over and lost more than they 
saved. The appliances were crude and 
the men inexperienced. But after the 
introduction of copper and silvei 
plates, better results were obtained. I 
estimate that an average of 2,000 men 
were working on the beach and that 
they made $1,600 each. This would 
briug the product up to $2,000,000, 
and 1 believe that at the least the pro­
duct was from $1,500,000 to $2,000,- 
000. They worked nearly thirteen 
miles of this beach.

M ines In R oselan d  S treets.
Several promising quartz claims 

have been located in the streets of 
Rossland, B. C. A shaft has been 
sank to a ledge uncovered by a street 
grade at First avenue and St. Paul 
street and a shaft in fine ledge matter 
has been sunk on the Paris Balle on 
Butte street, and as good croppings as 
have ever been fonnd in the camp were 
recently discovered in a basement of a 
residence. It is stated that lying be­
tween Monte Cristo and Butte streets 
there is every indication of an immense 
body of ore. The Rossland Miner says 
that on account of the surface of the 
Paris Belle being covered with houses, 
the work of prospecting and develop­
ment has been prosecuted under diffi­
culties, but it is being accomplished 
and along practical lines.

F ain t M ine B ou n d ed .
The announcement of a paint mine 

and iron deposits, near Scappoose, in 
Colombia county, have led Portland 
capitalists to investigate. After a care­
ful survey of the oountiy by competent 
engineers and expert mineralogists, a 
half section of land owned by Frank 
Payne, on the north fork of Scappoose 
creek, was bonded for $58,000 by a 
Portland syndicate. An amount suffi­
cient to satisfy Mr. Payne that the in­
vestors mean busmens has been paid, 
and if the weather shall permit, work 
on permanent improvements will soon 
be started.

L end F u rn ace R esu m es W ork .
The removal of the duty on pig lead, 

resulting from Canadian bullion being 
refined in the United States, has al­
ready had its effect in the ‘‘blowing 
in” of the lead furnace at the Trail, 
B. C., smelter. This smelter has a 
stock of ore sufficient to keep it in 
operation for two or three months, in­
dependent of any new purchases.

The members of the Dublin (Ireland) 
Fire Brigade are about to memorialize 
the corporation to increase their wages. 
The maximum salary paid to the em­
ployes is $7.60, while the minimum 
salary is $6. The men on escape duty 
also are going to apply for a reduction 
in the hours they have to work pres­
ently.

W O O L E N  G O O D S  A O T IV E .

F rava an K ir e p t le a  to  D e lln e s s  S k e w *  
la  O th er L in es.

Brad street’s review says:
Exceptions to tbe quiet and even 

dullness shown by the many line# of 
trade and speculation are found in tbe  
active demand for woolen goods for 
next fall’s delivers, and in the active 
call for dry goods on spring account. 
In tbe latter direction, prices show 
special strength, and the bulk of the 
business placed in woolens has been at 
an advance of 25 to 40 per cent. In 
other lines, notable steadiness is shown 
in prices. Weather conditions through­
out the country part of the week have 
been against trade in seasonable goods, 
and there is very general complaint of 
large stocks of winter goods in the 
hands of this branch of trade. Another 
effect of the nsnally mild weather is 
that shown in the Northwestern lum­
ber business. Tbe lack of snow will 
probably insure a reduction on the cut 
of last year, and this, combined with 
smaller stocks, points to at least a 
maintenance of present lumber quota­
tions.

Woolen manufacturers have consti­
tuted an exception to the general quiet. 
They opened their order books this 
week, and an nnnrually heavy volume 
of business is reported to have been re­
corded . Cotton goods are reported in 
good demand in nearly all markets, 
and the confidence as to spring business 
in dry goods and clothing is a notable 
feature, in sharp contrast, in fact, with 
tbe reports received from retailers as to 
the present season’s business in winter- 
wear goods. Scarcity of water is com­
plained of as limiting the ontpnt of 
New England cotton mills, which are 
reported as backward in deliveries.

Business failure« for tbe week num­
ber 258, aa compared with 855 last 
week, 246 in the week a year ago, 288 
in 1898, 326 in 1897, and 393 in 1896.

Canadian failures for the week num­
ber 39.

P A C IF IC  C O A S T  TR A D E . 
S e a t t l e  M a r k e t e .

Onions, new, $1.50@ 1.75 per sack.
Lettuce, hot house, $1.25
Potatoes, new, $16 @20.
Beets, per sack, 75 @ 85c.
Turnips, per sack, 60c.
Carrots, per sack, 50c.
Parsnips, per sack, 75@85c.
Cauliflower, 75c@$l per dozen.
Cabbage, native and California, 76c 

@$1.00 per 100 pounds.
Apples, $ 1.25@1.60 per box.
Pears, $1.00@1.25 per box.
Prunes, 60c per box.
Butter—Creamery, 89c per pound; 

dairy, 17 @ 22c; ranch, 34c per pound.
Eggs—20c.
Cheese— Native, 16c.
Poultry—13@14c; dressed, 14@15c.
Hay—Puget Sound timothy, $12.00; 

choice Eastern Washington timothy, 
$18.00@19.00

Corn—Whole, $23.00; cracked, $23; 
feed meal, $23.

Barley—Rolled or ground, per ton, 
$21; whole, $22.

Flour—Patent, per barrel, $8.26; 
blended straights, $3.00; California, 
$3.25; buckwheat flour, $6.00; gra­
ham, per barrel, $3.80; whole wheat 
flour, $3.00; rye flour, $3.80@4.00.

M ilia tuffs—Bran, per ton, $14.00; 
shorts, per ton, $16.00.

Feed—Chopped feed, $20.00 per ton; 
middlings, per ton, $20; oil cake meal, 
per ton, $30.00.

Fresh Meats—Choice dressed beef 
steers, 4>^@5c; cows, 4@ 4^c; pork,
4 He; trimmed, 6>$c; veal, small, 6c; 
large, 4c.

Hams—Large,b 13c; small, 18)i; 
breakfast bacon,^25^0; dry salt sides,

—i f -------P o r t la n d  M a rk et.
Wheat — W*IJa Walla. 51 @58c; 

Valley, 50c; Blqpstem, 62c per bushel.
Flour—Beet grades, $2.90; graham, 

$2.25; superfine, 12.15 per barrel.
Oats—Choice White, 36 @ 36c; choice 

gray, 34c per bushel.
Barley—Feed barley, $ 15@16.00; 

brewing, $18.00@ 18.60 per ton.
Millstuffs—Bran, $17 per ton; mid­

dlings, $22; shorts, $18; chop, $16 per 
ton.

Hay—Timothy, $10 @12; clover, 
$7@8; Oregon wild hay, $6@7 per ton.

Batter—Fancy creamery, 60@ 65c; 
seconds, 42}^@45c; dairy, 30@37 Ho; 
store, 22>i@ 27^c.

Eggs— 16@17Ho per dozen.
Cheese—Or^on full cream, 12 Xo; 

Young America, 14o; new cheese lOo 
per pound.

Poultry—Chickens, mixed, $2.60@ 
4.00 per dozen; hens, $4.50; springs, 
$2.50@3.50; geese, $7.00@8.50 for old; 
$4.50@6.50; docks, $6.00@9.00 per 
dozen; turkeys, live, 15@17o per 
pound.

Potatoes—65@86c per sack; sweets, 
2@2Mo per pound.

Vegetables—Beets, $1; turnips, 90c; 
per sack; garlic, 7o per pound; cab­
bage, 1 per ponnd; parsnips, $1; 
onions, $1 .16 @1.60; carrots, $1.

Hops—7@10c; 1898 crop, 6@6c.
Wool—Valley, 12@18o per ponnd; 

Eastern Oregon, 8@14c; mohair, 27 @ 
80c per pound.

Mutton—Gross, beet sheep, wethers 
and ewes, 3 He; dressed mutton, 6H@  
7c per pound; lambs, 7>tfo per pound.

Hogs—Gross, choice heavy, $5.00; 
tight and feeders, $4.60; dressed, 
$5.60@6.00 per 100 pounds.

Beef—Gross, top steers, $3.60@4.00; 
sows, $3@8.60; dressed beef, 6)^@  
f per pound.

Veal—Large, 0X@ 7Xo; «mall, $ •  
t%o per pound.
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