
CRIME OF THE AGES.

DREYFUS CASE TH E DARKEST  
DRAMA IN H ISTO RY.

A S to r y  o f  T r a g ic  In c id e n t « ,  F o u l  I n -  
t r iK o e ,  V i l e  T r e e c h e r y ,  t u f f e r l n «  
In n o c e n c e  a n d  T r iu m p h a n t  A I I *  

l a in y .  ,  -  -

The story of Alfred Dreyfus, a cap­
tain In the French artillery, who was 
reconvicted on the charge of selling 
state secrets to the German Govern­
ment, Is one of the most remarkable 
hi the history of the world. It Is a story 
full of dramatic and tragic Incidents, of 
foul Intrigue and rile treachery, of 
forgery, assassination, suicide and al­
most every species of crime and wicked­
ness known to desperate and degener­
ate men. That dreadful drama that has 
so dishonorably affected a nation has 
overthrown live French cabinets, has 
driven three men to suicide, others to 
exile and many to undying shame and 
Infamy. Nor is the end yet. Truth. 
Justice, the sympathy and moral sup­
port of the unprejudiced In every land 
are on the side of Dreyfus, and the day 
will eventually come when the French 
nation will declare the Innocence of the 
man whom It has twice condemned.

D r e y fu s ’ C a re e r .
Alfred Dreyfus Is an Alsatian Jew. 

He received a military training at the 
Ecole Polytechnique, Paris, and In 1878 
was appointed to a sub-lieutenancy. He 
made a’specialty of the artillery serv­
ice and his rise was rapid. In 1880 he 
was a captain In the army; In 1893 he 
was attached to the general staff—the 
first Hebrew to hold that position. He 
was married, the father of two chil­
dren. and the future seemed roseate.

But Dreyfus was a Jew —a crime in 
France. Hounding Jew s In that opera 
bouffie of a republic Is a pastime and

HISTORICAL CONFRONTATION OF HENRY AND PICQUART.

a passion. Schemers curry favor by It 
In the estimation of the baser elements, 
and France has a superabundance of 
the former. Then Dreyfus was brill­
iant and studious. These qualities gen­
erated envy, and so, in 1894, when cer­
tain high-lxim and accomplished ras­
cals wanted- a victim upon whom to 
cast the odium of their malodorous 
lives, what moi;e natural than to select 
the despised add envied Jew—Dreyfus?

■ e t l i - x - f  ta te  Secrets.
In that year—1894—spies of the

French secret service department re­
covered a letteF from the Office of the 
German embassy in Paris .which seem % 
ed to Indicate that some Frenchman | 
was carrying secret Information to that 
ofllce. The latter contained the sen­
tence: “T his dog of . a I>-— i ts. really 
getting too J greedy.” In September, 
1894, the spies brought to light another 
document known as the bordereau. It 
was In the'future, of a memorandum 
naming five military secrets which the 
writer ofii£lrt*d~'tb convey to the un­
named person’ he was-addresslng. It 
was turned o*#r to the miserable Mer­
cier, French m inister.of War, and he 
summoned experts who pronounced it 
to be the wofk of Dreyfus. Major 
du Paty de«Cfcim, one of the most exe­
crable scoundrels who have figqred in 
the whole national drama, w as given 
the bordef-ei’iffoT farther Investigation. 
He summeiied-Dreyfus before him. The 
investigation was secret, and the Infa­
mous Paty de Clam pronounced Drey­
fus guilty, and added that the latter 
had madam full confession. Dreyfus 
was arrested and Incarcerated In the 
Cherche Midi military prison.

T h e  F i r s t  C o n v ic t io n .
In December, 1894, Dr&yfus was put

on trial befiwje a court-m a^lol., 
trial was a farce. It to now known 
that not a particle of credible proof was 
adduced against him, <CaslmJr-P<si£gr. 
then President of France, left it on rec­

ord that only one Incriminating docu­
ment w ss laid before the judges, aud 
that document was a forgery. The prin­
cipal witnesses against the prisoner 
were Colonels Heury. Ksterbaay and 
Paty de Clam. Dreyfus was convicted. 
His conviction was necessary to shield 
others Just as his second conviction 
was decreed u|h>u for reasons of state. 
Jan. 8. 1895. Dreyfus was publicly de­
grade«!, his sword being broken ami his 
uniform defaced. The Parisian mol» 
shouted “Down with the Jew s!” aud 
"Live the army!” and a little later the 
prisoner was taken to Devil’s Island, 
off the coast of French Guiana, to suf­
fer Imprisonment for life.

W o r k ln »  f o r  «he P r is o n e r .
The case of Dreyfus apparently was 

closed. The conspirators who hajf cou- 
denmued him were strong aud power­
ful. It was unpopular aud unsafe to 
speak a word in favor of the prisoner 
or of the proscribed race to which he 
belonged.

But the case was not closed. The 
heroic wife of the prisoner. Mine. 
Luclle Dreyfus, remained, to fight for 
the honor of her husband. In whom she 
believed, and well aud loyally did she 
wage her battle agalust entrenched 
wrong and Injustice ami hate. Friends 
rallied around her. aud la the press and 
legislative halls the case of Dreyfus 
w as kept ever to the front.

In June, 1895. Col. George Plcquart be­
came head of the secret tutefilgence of 
the war office. Documents came Into 
his hands that convinced him that 
Esterhazy had written the bordereau 
and that Dreyfus was lnno<?ent. He 
communicated this belief to Generals 
Bolsdeffre and Gonse. But Esterhazy 
stood high In their regard, and Plcquart 
was sent on a perilous mission to Afri­
ca In the hope that he would never re­
turn. This was in the fall of 1896.

Others, however, followed along the 
lines of Plcquart In his investigation. 
Scheurer-Kestner asserted the Inno­
cence of Dreyfus, and Mathieu Drey­

fus, brother of the prisoner, openly ac­
cused Esterhazy as the author of the 
bordereau. The agitation was so strong 
that in January, 1898, the war office 
ordered a whitewash court-martial for 
Esterhazy. Plcquart was recaEed to 
testify. Esterhazy was acquitted ac­
cording to program, and then Picquart 
was arrested on a trumped-up charge 
of forgery and sent to prison. The war 
office was still in the ascendant, while 
the lonely prisoner on Devil’s Island 
was eating out his heart In suffering 
and shame.

T h e  Z o la  K p la o ie .
Then came the novelist, Emile Zola, 

who In an open letter charged. Ester­
hazy, Henry and the chiefs of the war 
office with consipracy to ruin Dreyfus. 
This brought upon his head the wrath 
of the army chiefs and he was tried for 
slander and found guilty. He appealed, 
was again convicted and fled from 
France. M. Labor) was his counsel.

France at this time was In a state of 
the utmost disorder. There were fre­
quent riots. The cabinet of M. Mellne 
fell, to be succeeded by that of M. 
Brisson, and the general political fab­
ric seemed on the verge of breaking up.

At this Juncture—July, 1898—War 
Mlnlsfer Cavalgnac asserted bis belief 
in Dreyfus’ guilt, and his speech to this 
effect In the Chatnl>er of Deputies was 
ordered posted throughout France. He 
produced a document at the time that 
he said had convinced him of Dreyfus’ 
guilt.

It was retorted that the document 
was a forgery, and was committed by; 
CoJ. Henry. The, latter soon afterv/ard 
admitted his gyllt.and then committed, 
suicide. Previous’ to this Lemercier-. 
Picard, who figured In the scandal, 
committed suicide, and last spring.' 
Iz>rimier, C o t’ Henry’s former clerk, 
followed still’? «* •

•After the Henry fiasco Cavalgnac rei 
signed as Minister of War. Gen. Zur-

lmden succeeded hln » «and he soon re- I 
signed because he Was opposed io •  
revision of the Dreyfus case. A month 
later still another War Minister, Gen. 
Chanolne, went down anil out for the 
same reason, and after him the whole 
cabinet. Fraui*ola de Pressense was 
expelled from the Legion of Houor be­
cause he rained lila volée for Dreyfus, 
and otlu*rs suffered social ostracism  
and political death for like offenses. 
There were accusations aud recrimina­
tions, threats of riot aud rebellion, aud 
olb«>r resignations from high offices, all 
because of the exile away off ou the 
coast of Gulaua.

N e w  t r i a l  O rd e re iL  
This was the situation at the opening 

of the present year. Then the testi­
mony of Dreyfus, takin on Devil's Isl­
and, was presente«! liefore the Court o( 
Cassatlou, which wus considering the 
granting of a new trial to Dreyfus. 
Events theu crowded on oue another. 
Paty de Clam was arrested lu Purls 
aud Imprisoned. Esterhazy, who had 
tied to lx>ndon, confessed that he was 
the author of the bordereau, lu June 
the Court of Cassation ordered a new 
trial for Dreyfus aud referred the case 
to the Reúne« court-martial. July 1 
Capt. Dreyfus arrived at Rennes, and 
Aug. 7 the secoud court-martial began.

The details of the trial, famous aud 
Infamous alike, aud the outrageous 
conviction of the prisoner are familiar 
to all. The fight made for their client 
by M. Labor! and M. Demange aud the 
prejudiced and unfair rulings of the 
court-martial’s president. Col. Jouaust, 
wEl live, the one a record of honor, the 
other a reeord of shame. It was not 
Dreyfus so much as France that was 
on trial at Rennea, and France convict­
ed herself of an Infamy as deep, an In­
justice as black and a dishonor as great 
as ever stained the life of a nation. But 
one thought can come to a person con­
sidering the present r«-sult of the drama: 
“A government that cannot do Justice 
to the humblest of Its citizens has no 
Justification to exist.”

HE GOT WELL,

A n d  th e  D e s p is e d  L i t t l e  G e r m a n  B a n d  
> « v e t  H ie  L if e .

It was a sad scene. The old man lay 
on his bed. and by him sat the faithful 
wife, holding his worn hand in hers, 
aud forcing back the tears to greet his 
wondering look with a smile. But he 
felt the cold hand falling on him, and 
he turned his weary eyes up to her pale, 
wan face.

•’Jennie, dear, I am going.”
“Oh. no. John—not yet—not yet.”
“Yes. dear wife,” and he closed his 

eyes; “the end is near. The wo: Id grows 
dark about me. There Is a mist around 
me gathering thicker and thicker, aud 
there, as through a cloud, I hear the 
music of angels—sweet and sad.”

“No, no, John, dear; that Isn’t an­
gels; that’s the brass band at the cor­
ner.”

-W hat!” said the (lying man. “Have 
those scoundrels dared to come here 
when they know I’m dying? Give me 
my bootjack. I’l l lc t  'em see.”

And. in a towering rage, the old man 
Jump«xl from h'e bed, and, before his 
wife could think, he tiad opened the 
window and sliied the bootjabk at the 
band.

“I’ve hit that fat leader In the neck!"
And he went back to b.d and got 

well.

H e  S iz e d  U p  H is  C u s t o m e r .
A rather loudly dressed “gentleman” 

stepped into the necktie department of 
a big shop ihe other aflernoon, ami In 
a supercilious tone that would; have 
nettled a graven Image into anger ut­
tered the single m gndaory word:

“Neckties!”
Then he threw back his head ns If the 

assistant was entirely beneath his.no­
tice. This top-lofty air aggravated the 
ass stant. but he quietly displayed a 
number of late patterns with a deferen­
tial air. ,

“These,” he said obs-'qlonsiy, ‘'Art 
the very newest-things and are ««eel- 
lent quality nt a shilling.”

“A Hliilling!” hai’ghtliy snapped the 
customer; “a «hlllihg! Do I look like 
a man who would wear a aJillilng'neck- 
tle. i Is there anything about, mp tp; In­
dicate that I-----” j ...

“I beg your par-ion, sir,” meekijr In­
terposed Ihe assistant; “the' sixpenny 
counter Is at the other end of the shop.” 
—London Tld-BIts.

A n c ie n t N ow  M e x ic a n  Ido ls?  -
Agents of the bureau of ethnology, a t  

Washington have taken photo^rai»Jts 
of the unique collection o f  Stone’idoM 
owned by ex-Oov. L. Bradford Tfliffde, 
of Santa Fe, H e,has; oyer l,tW
of them, and {bey were, al^^qg up on 
the sites of ancient Pueblo villages. 
Some are over six feet In height; some 
are light enough to float In w l tart'«Tt I« 
difficult to tell the age of the.;Idol#;. It 
Is only known that they were used by 
the ancestors of the present Pueblo In­
dians before'tilt1 Spanish cottqiilMi.’ ?•

I .e a s t. I.n te ro a tln g . C pun^ry.,.,
An English traveler declai'es'that the 

leifst interesting «country- tn'Hke -wbM  
to vls|t 1« Corea., Jci’Otrm J,-»/..
- -I « P «»1. • •(**»’.

If a woman makes n second mistake 
at playing cards, otheT««Mk»men.. begin 
to wonder how fcuoh a church member 
qan-be such a c.hetut. ..

It’s much ensler’-tb run Op a bllliUAo 
It la to foot, lu v- -. i

GEN. P. «k JOUBERT.
B o t r C o n a t a d t r  th<  Moat C slabratod  

F ts ta ts r In  Month A fr ic a .
While Oom Paul Kruger la the head

o f  the Boer republic, the military chief 
la General P. J. Joubert, the man who 
carries out what Kruger plans. Jou­
bert la the most celebrated fighter In 
South Africa. He Is the commander-

fit-chief of the Boer army, and Is look­
ed on os the country's savior in the 
event of war being declared by the 
English. The General la (18 years old 
now, and scarr«>d by many a wound 
from English bullet himI native assegai. 
Yet he Is sturdy of frame and keen of 
eye, and withal crafty as a North Amer­
ican Indian. He le«l the Boers at Ma- 
Juba Hill, where 280 English gave up 
their lives, General Joubert losing but 
five men. He lx-at the English at 
Laings Nek, commamUnl the forces at 
Bronkhorat and Spruit, and finally 
caught Jain«-son like a rat In a trap 
through quick mobilization of troopi 
and superior marksmanship.

JAMES B. EUSTIS.
T h e  F o r m e r  H a l t e d  H te te e  A m b e e e e -  

d o r  to  F ra n c e .
James Bldwell Eustis, former am­

bassador to France, who died at New­
port recently, came of an old Massa­
chusetts family, but was born In New 
Orleans In 1834, his father having gone 
thither from Boston and become fa­
mous as a law-yer. James Eustis was 
educated at Harvard and began the 
practice of law In New Orleans shortly 
before the civil war. By virtue of his 
native gifts, which were of a high or­
der, and his fnmily wealth, he soon oc­
cupied a distinguished position In the 
public life of the city. With the firing 
on Fort Sumter Eustis Joined the Con-

JAMKS n. a csr is .

federate army, na a staff officer of Ma- 
gruder. After the war he became a 
member of the Louisiana Legislature 
and achieved fame as a lawyer. He 
was elected Ufilted States Henator In 
1877 and sat until 1891. In 1893 ITesl- 
dent Cleveland sent him to France as 
ambassador. Upon his return to this 
country In 1897 he located In .New 
York. H e was one of the moat polish­
ed speaker* that ever sat in the Senate.

P a y in g  a D eb t.
Some years ago an affray among the 

miners of the W est resulted In murder, 
and Senator Thurston, believing the 
accused to have been Innocent In Inten­
tion, took up his caae and greatly miti­
gated the lad’s punishment. Six months 
afterward a man, armed to the teeth, 
appeared In Thurston’s office.

‘‘Be you Squire Thurston?”
“Y«ea.”
“Be you the man that defended Jack, 

Bailey at court?”
The Senator, thinking hta last hour 

was come, again answered, “Yes.”
"Well, I’m Jack Bailey’s pardner, 

and I’ve come to pay you. I haven't 
got any mosey, but I’m a man of hofi-, 
or. Anybody In town you don't like?”

As the Senator smilingly disclaimed, 
any thirst for booty or blood, the caller 
insisted Incredulously,-‘‘Put on your 
hat, squire, and just walk down the 
street. See anybody yqu (Jon’t like, 
throw up your thumb and I’ll pop him."

The first five minutes after an acci­
dent, a man Is grateful that he es­
caped with his life; after tlmt, he be­
gins to complain because nls' pants 
were torn.

44Necessity Is the 
Mother o f Invention.”

It uu» the necessity for a n ib b le  blood 
purifier And tonic th .t  brought into esbt- 
m et Hood's StrsApArillt. It b  a highly 
concentrated estrtet prepared by a com- 
binAtion. proportion And process pecultAr 
to itself And gM ng to Hood"s Satsapa- 
rillA unequAlled curAttve power.

Never Disappoints

I . ,  f t  In  It»«» M x rc h  o f  Fr«»«ross.
Theis are- few quieter, more se­

cluded villages in England than the 
Meone, east and west, lying among the 
Hampshire Downes. Old Winchester 
Hill presiding over the scene seems to 
tell of some old British city there- 
alxiuts, tlie lorerunner of the more 
famous city of the plains. Aud the 
Romans weie busy about the hills 
with camps ami summer settlements 
lang syne. But nothing much lias hap­
pened there since. Hturdy Cobbett 
passed that way in Ills ‘‘Rural Rides, 
aud msiveled at the huge ohtirch of 
East Moon in its mighty solitude. 
Built to hold thousand«. and now, in 
Cohhett’s time, a few slieplieids and 
grazieis, sparsely ecetteretd, form the 
whole population of the parish. Ami 
still the process of dspojulation goes 
on, as census tallies tell. But the 
Menus aie to have a railway a t  
last, and we reed tliat the Meou valley 
railway from Alton to Fareham, a dis­
tance of alxnit 2*1 miles, will run 
through country hitherto quite un­
touched by any railway, and will afford 
a rapid and direct means of communi­
cation between Alders,tot and tin
southern porta and «lefenses of Ports­
mouth, Houthamptoii aud Gosport.— 
Household Words. x

HOW TO TRAVEL.
In fo rm a t io n  fo r  th n  P u b lic s

In selecting your route to the East 
you cannot afford to overlook the ad­
vantages ami oouifortS offered by the 
Rio Grande Western Railway in coll­
ection witli the Denver & Rio Grande 
and Colorado Midland railroads. It is 
the only transcontinental line passing 
directly through Halt Lake City, and 
in addition to tlie glimpse it affords ot 
tlie Tempi« city, the Great Halt Lake, 
tlie salt palace, ami the picturesque 
Utah valley, it offeia etioice of six dis- 
tinct routes to tlie East and tlie most 
magnificent scenery in tlie world. A 
double daily train service and through 
Pullman palace and ordinary sleeping 
care, free reclining chair cars and a 
jierfect dining car service are now in 
operation via these lines.

For pamphlets descriptive of the 
"Great Halt Lake Route," apply to J. 
D. Mansfield, general agent, 253 Wash­
ington street, Poitlaml, Or.

A P a b lo  In « t a n k s ,
Once upon a time an operator In 

stocks was sold short, and ruin stared 
him in the face unless the market 
should break. In his desperation he 
rememliered having heard that honesty 
is the best policy. He tried to dis­
miss the foolish thought, hut .in vain. 
Finally, like the drowning man catch­
ing at the straw, he resolved to try be­
ing honest. The very nezt day he put 
his design into execution, and he 
hadn’t been honest more than 15 min- 
ntes when 17 of the leading hulls fell 
dead, they were so surprised at him. 
Hereupon the market naturally broke, 
and the operator could get all the stocks 
he wanted at his own figure. It is 
claimed that some, if not all, of these 
bulls had takeu radishes and ham for 
breakfast, but that, it is submitted, 
does not .destroy the moral of this fable. 
—Detroit Journal.

H r t t l ln g  »  Q n l u s r .
Joseph Jefferson, some 10 years ago, 

spent a w«»ek with a Scotch peer. 
Among the guests was a haughty and 
brilliant lady who made a dead set at 
quizzing him. He did not detect it at 
first and answered some of her absurd 
questions about America quite inno­
cently. At last he sgw her purpose 
and decided to get even. ‘ His oppor­
tunity came when, emHbldened by her 
success, she said; "By the by, have 
you met the queen lately?’.’ “ No, 
Madam,’’ Jefferson replied with per­
fect seriousness, "I wgs out when her 
majesty called u{»on ipe. ” colored
slightly and then turned away and 
never spoke to him again.—Detroit 
Free Press.

The average duration of life in Chi­
cago has been more tliaii 'doubled in 
the last 30 years, resulting in the sav­
ing of 42,060 lives.

It Is said that some of the sheep 
farms it). Australia are as large as the 
Whole of England.

Schillings
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