
POISONED BY GASES.
PLA C E  O F D E A T H  IN  Y E LLO W - 

S T O N E  PARK.

d e a t h  G u ’.c h  th e  G r a v e  o f  A l l  B e a s ts  
t h a t  K u t e r  I t —T h e  t h i l l o w o e e e  o f  
t h e  G a a  L a j e r  M a k e *  th e  P la c e  S a fe  

f o r  H u m a n  I t ì n t i - .

O ut In Wyoming. In the heart of the 
Rocky Mountains, is a little ravine cut 
through volcanic rock In which auim a.s 
meet an uvexpected death. It Is called 
D eath gulch and it kills the victims 
quickly by poisonous gases that issue 
from  Its many fissures and hang about 
its bed to a depth of two or three feet. 
I t  is hidden away in a remote part of 
the northeast corner of the Yellowstone 
National Park, and is difficult of access 
for hum an beings. While its noxious 
vapors are deadly for many animals, 
they do not overcome men, because the 
vapors gather and hang close to the 
ground. Rears seem to be the favorite 
game for the destroying a g e n t

The gulch is a short, Y-shaped ravine 
In the extinct hot spring region of the 
great lava basin of the park. Where 
hot w ater formerly gushed from the 
vents in the earth  poisonous gases now 
Issue, and unless dissipated by a strong 
wind these gases, being heavier than 
the  air, hover densely above the 
ground. A tiny stream  of clear and 
cold w ater, taiuted w ith sulphuric 
acid, flows down a narrow , steep chan­
nel in the bed of the ravine. A few 
springs so small as hardly to be w orthy 
of the nam e contribute m inutely to 
the stream  their ooziugs of acid water.

The gulch runs down the m ountain 
from a basin about 250 feet higher 
than  Cache creek. Ju s t below th a t 
point is a spot w here m any anim als 
come to their end. On a recent visit 
to the spot scientists of the I  ulted 
S tates geological survey found the 
fresh body of a large silver-tip grizzly, 
w ith  the decomposed rem ains of an ­
o ther lying close by. W ithin a  short 
rad ius were skeletons of four more 
bears and the bones of an elk. In the 
bottom of the pocket they found the 
recently dead bodies of several squir­
rels, rock hares and other animals, be­
sides m any dead butterflies and in­
sects.

No sign of violence could be found 
upon the big bear ui>on close exam ina­
tion, a few drops of blood a t  the end 
©f bis nostrils being the only unusual 
indication. It was evident th a t death 
had come only a short time before, as 
the body w as in tact ana w as in no way 
offensive. The body of a cinnamon 
bear near by was badly decomposed, 
while the other skeletons had been 
stripped of flesh. I t was evident th a t 
the death of none of these anim als had 
been caused by gunshots or o ther form 
of violence. They had been suffocated.

The hollows in the gulch have been 
tested for carbonic acid gas, bu t its 

’ presence has never been established. 
The strong smell of sulphur and a chok­
ing sensation of the lungs indicated 
the existence of noxious gases. The 
ravine is open to the wind a t either 
end, which serves to dissipate the va­
pors rapidly. I t  is only on calm days, 
therefore, th a t the gas can do its dead­
ly work. It is believed tha t the an i­
m als go down to the fa ta l stream  to 
drink. One dead bear will a ttra c t m any 
others through curiosity. The spring 
freshets wash out the bones of the de­
stroyed beasts every year, otherw ise 
the  riv in e  would have long ago be­
come a charnel gulch.

Death gulch is particularly  weird and 
dismal. I t is entirely free of life. Even 
the rock is in an advanced state  of de­
cay. Close by and all around the ¡dace 
is vegetation. But the gulch is a deso­
late w aste.—New York Tress.

T R O U B L E  W ITH  T H E  BOYS.

T h e y  W o n  th e  O ld  (  o to n e l O v e r  b y  S a v ­
in g  H is  K a rn .

An old veteran of the civil war, Col. 
Gunson, irascible In his m anner but 
generous a t heart, was much annoyed 
by the boys of the neighborhood, who 
persisted in cllpibing upon and running 
over the flat roof of his barn, an un­
pretending structure sloping tow ard 
the alley, and easily sealed from the 
ashbarrel.

The Colonel threatened and scolded, 
but to no purpose. He strung  barbed 
w ire along the edge of the barn, but 
the boys w rapped old clothes around it 
and climbed over It. He chained a sav­
age dog on the roof, and the boys made 
friends w ith the animal and stole It.

In  desperation, he smeared ta r  all 
over the roof one day, and the boys 
w ere tem porarily balked; but before 
they had decided upon a plan of cir­
cum venting the Colonel It chanced tha t 
a team ster, in driving through the 
alley one hot afternoon, lighted his 
pipe and carelessly threw the m atch 
on the top of the barn, with the result 
th a t the roof was ablaze in an instant.

The boys happened to be playing In 
the alley. Quick ns a flash they sprang 
to the rescue. W ith buckets of w ater 
brought from a liorse-trough In the 
back yard across the alley they clam ­
bered up to the edge of the roof, and 
fought the flames so successfully that 
they  put them  out before the wood had 
tim e to catch fire.

-B oys,” exclaimed Col. Gunson, who 
arrived on the scene In time to witness 
the trium ph of the lmr"~*"utu hr« bri­

gade. and was full of generous enthu­
siasm, “to-morrow 1 shall cover w hat’s 
left of th a t ta r  with sand, strengthen 
the supports of the roof, and you may 
play ou It,a ll you w ant to hereafter! 
You've tint the right stuff iu you!"

The Colonel was as good as his word, 
but will it be believed? such is tlis 

‘ perversity of boy n a tu re - that a fte r 
he had turned that roof over to them 
for a playground, not a boy In the 
neighborhood ever set foot upon it 
again.—Youth’s Companion.

Scientific men generally believe that 
the bed of the Pacific Ocean was once 
above w ater and Inhabited by men.

Los Angeles daw s its electricity from 
a turbulent mountain river ninety miles 
aw ay. The twelve thousand-horse pow- i 
er runs street ears ami m achinery, and ] 
supplies the city with light and heat. ' 
There Is less loss of energy than  was 
expected.

The old theory that the apparent en­
largem ent of sun aud moon near the 
horizon Is due to comparison w ith te r­
restrial objects has long been unsatis­
factory. It is now explained as a re­
sult of some peculiarity of the eye, 
which accounts also for the late deter­
m ination th a t the shape of the sky Is 
a horizontally widened convexity, w ith 
a singular depression in the zenith.

The G erm an Government has placed 
some of its lands at the disposal of ex ­
perim enters, who are try ing  to dis­
cover the best methods of applying 
electric power In agriculture. Both In 
Germ any and France agricu ltural soci­
eties are encouraging farm ers to study, 
practically, w hat Is called “agricultural 
electrical engineering.” Wind-power 
and water-powe’  are utilized to pro­
duce electrical energy, which can be 
transm itted  by wire to any desired 
place on a farm , and employed to drive 
plows, pumps and threshing machines, 
and for m any other purposes. Gas and 
petroleum motors are also coming into 
use for agricultural purposes in G er­
many.

The brain of H erm ann von H elm ­
holtz, who died in 1894, has been care­
fully measured, weighed and studied 
by Prof. H ansem ann, of the U niver­
sity of Berlin, who has recently pub­
lished a report on the subject, accom­
panied by photographs. The brain ex­
ceeded the average in weight, but 
heavy brains are no longer regarded 
as furnishing nlone an index of m ental 
capacity. F ar more significant are the 
convolutions of the brain, and these In 
Helm holtz’s case were rem arkable, the 
furrow s being peculiarly deep and 
well m arked in those p arts  of the 
brain which are concerned with m ental 
associations. The frontal convolutions 
were so deeply furrow ed tha t It was 
difficult for the investigators to follow 
the ordinary recognized fissures.

A w riter in Popular Science describes 
ostrich-farm ing in southern California 
as a growing industry. The first birds 
were imported about thirteen years 
ago, aud now there are farm s a t Nor­
walk and South Pasadena stocked with 
hundreds of ostriches born in Califor­
nia. Every few m onths the male birds 
are stripped of their w hite plumes, 
each bird yielding about $30 worth of 
feathers annually. The birds are also 
sold to menageries, a fine pair being 
worth from $250 to $300. The hatching 
of the eggs requires forty-tw o days, 
the hen covering them in the daytim e 
and the male bird a t night. The pre­
vailing color of the hen Is gray, and 
that of the male black, so th a t their 
choice of the hours for sitting on the 
eggs corresponds with the time when 
each is less easily seen.

Covered Buttons.
The first m aker of covered buttons 

was Mrs. Samuel W illiston, of East 
Hampton, Mass. In early life her hus­
band prepared for the m inistry, but, 
bis eyesight falling, be was compelled 
to give up all study and support him­
self. H e opened a general country 
store, and his wife gave a great deal of 
attention to a  notion counter. One 
w inter day, in 1820, she was sorting 
her stock, when It suddenly occurred 
to her to cover some of the wooden 
buttons, then in general use, with 
cloth. They a ttracted  much attention 
among the custom ers of the little shop, 
and were finally known to all the neigh­
boring towns, and became very popu­
lar. W illiston and bis wife contrived 
machinery to do the work, the first 
ever employed in America, An Im­
mense m anufactory sprang up, and 
made half the covered buttons of the 
world, and W illiston died worth sev­
eral millions. And the source of all this 
wealth originated w ith a  bright New 
England woman.

H alf the people In the world seem 
to raise flowers, according to the opin­
ion of the other half, for the sole pur­
pose of quarreling w ith their neigh­
bors over dogs and chickens th a t get 
Into tlielr gardens.

I t is a difficult m atter for a woman 
to believe th a t there any quarreling In 
a pretty  cottage with roses In bloom 
over the front porch.

D R E Y F U S ’ F A IT H F U L  W IF E . >

The K xperlence T h ro u « h  W hich  th e  
Bussed b u r in s  F ive  Years.

U nit. Lucie Dreyfus, the devoted 
wife of the form er prisoner of Devil’s 
Island, live years ago was the hand- ' 
some, houored companion of un officer 
to whom the most brilliant prospects ! 
were conceded. Nothing was lucking 
to their happiness. They had all the 
money they cared for. the welcome aud 
friendship of the best society, a beau­
tiful home ami lovely children. T hen 
like n thunderbolt from a blue sky, 
came the disgrace. Ills  wife, and bis 
wife alone, tielleved In Ids piteous wall, 
-I am Innocent.** Twelve of bis broth-

wmi:. niiKVFis.

?r officers had exam ined D reyfus and 
pronounced him a traitor. But she 
knew him and loved him; and when 
he appealed to her not to believe the 
verdict, she knew In her heart tha t her 
husband was doomed unjustly.

Later, when her efforts had succeed­
ed in arousing a new Interest In his 
cause, six m inisters of w ar affirmed 
and affirmed again: “ Dreyfus la a tra it­
or. R est In peace, good people, he suf­
fers justly ."

But her love proved better than these 
great men’s judgm ents. She protested 
bravely, “ lie  Is not a traitor!”

And in her modest retreat she repeat- ; 
pd daily to the children of the prisoner: 
"Papa has not betrayed France. Pray 
that papa may come back to us!”

And she was not allowed even to 
write of w hat w as being done to se­
cure him a new trial. She longed to 
Ik* near him. She was not allowed to 
go. L ittle  wonder she was at times 
nearly beside herself w ith Impotent ! 
rage. H er friends have told of those ' 
dark moments w hen she paced the 
floor madly, tearing her hair and de- 
jounclng hum anity to the vengeance of 
God.

T H E  IL L IN O IS  A G O LD  M IN E .

O v e r  3 ,0 0 0  M e n  • n u n  .4 c<t in  th e  F i« h  
In d u s t r y  o f  T l iu t  S t r e a m .

Over 3,000 men are employed In the 
fish industry of the Illinois river. Each 
year this Industry expands and ex­
tends, and it is but a question of time 
when tha t river will be accepted by ■ 
Illinois as one of the principal sources 
of food supply In the State. The big 
fishing point of the river, where the 

| business is handled in a wholesale way, !
, are Henry, Lacon, Chillicothe, Peoria, 

Pekin, H avana, Bath, Browning, 
Beardstow n. Meredosia, Kampsville, j 
aud Gafton, The fishing season that 
is, the commercial season, when the 
law perm its the use of seines in the 
river—opens July 1 aud closes April 15. 
During that time tlie fishing compan­
ies with their tug boats and sm aller , 
steam  craft harvest the fishing crop, 
using seines which vary in length from 
5ihi to 1,500 yards. In Lake Peoria 
alone there are nine seines, each 1,<XHI 
yards long, and last year in one haul 
over 0,500 pounds of German carp 
were taken. As the fisherman received 
3 cents a pound for Ills fish “on the 
ground,” that single haul wns worth 
$1,0 50. Near Beardstown a single haul 
of the seine brought 150,000 pounds of 
fish.

The fish are packed In boxes In 150- 
pound lots, stowed aw ay In refrlgera- , 
tor ears, and most of the carp  ami buf- | 
falo are shipped to New York. Chi- , 
cago takes about 40,000 pounds of carp j 
a week from Peoria In the season. 
Then there  is a system  of live storage, ; 
by which the captured fish are kept 
alive until winter, when a  better price ' 
can be obtained for them. The fish are ' 
loosed Into p<*ns, which nre made by 
driving stakes close together Into the j 
bottom of a bayou or shallow bay near 
tlie point of shipm ent. Here the  enp- 1 
tives thrive and fa tten  until they nre 
netted again and placed on ice for ship­
m en t—La Salle Tribune.

H n w a ila n s  E a t  D e v ilf is h .
Tlie mere thought of entlng an oc­

topus Is enough to muke the everyday 
civilized being shudder, yet In the H a­
waiian Islands these devilfish, ns they 
are comonly called, are a much-prized 
delicacy among the natives, while the 
Imported Chinese and Japs have also 
acquired the taste.

I t  m ust be a g reat satisfaction to a 
woman to get on a dress that Is not a 
sh irt wal it, and have uo fears of a 
parting  in the back.

If a woman has any style to her, she 
is alw ays dressed In such a way that 
'she can’t eat w ith any comfort.

LIFE-PAVING  HEROES.

T h r i l l i n g  H e s c u e a -M e i i ,  W o m e n  a n d
C h i ld r e n  W h o  H a v e  W o n

T he "Hero»*« of Peace," celebrated l»y 
G ustav Kobbe In the Century, are the 
volunteer life-savers. Mauv deeds nre 
recorded th a t equal the bravest ex­
ploits of/tbo  battlefield.

For muny years before the United 
S ta tes life-saving service was estab ­
lished, the M assachusetts H um ane So­
ciety m aintained, along the coast of 
th a t State, houses of refuge for ship­
wrecked sailors, aud stations equlpt>ed 
with life-saving npiitirutus, lu charge 
of keepers, who, when the emergency 
arose, sum m om d volunteer crews. 
This volunteer life-saving service I s ' 
still kept up, and Is often able uot only 
to render effective assistance to the 
regular governm ent crews, but occa­
sionally, nlso, to save life wliqn the 
nearest 1'nlted S tates llfe-eavltigs s ta ­
tion Is too fa r from the scene of dis­
a s te r for Its crew to arrive In time. 
The rivalry  between these two corps 
been most generous. There have been 
no bickerings, no attem pts of oue to 
outw it the other, but a singleness of 
Impulse to serve lu the cause of hu­
m anity. N aturally the gold and silver, 
m edals aw arded by the United Slates 
governm ent for heroism, displayed In 
saving life, have been more frequent 
ly bestowed msm tueutbors of the regu­
lar service, ns this extends along out 
eu iire  seaboard and lake c o a s t but the : 
volunteer corps l i a s  had Its share ol 
honor. • ♦ •

But by fa r the g reater num ber ol 
medals for heroism displayed In sav -! 
lng life front drowning have been 
aw arded to Individuals -people from 
the most varied walks of life; men o f ! 
high social position, W estern Indians, 
n Southern negro, pleasure-seekers j 
ulong the const, a Japanese enblu stew- j 
ard , steam boat men, ami officers and 
men of the United S tates arm y, navy, 
and revenue-cutter service. Every sec­
tion of the country seems to have con­
tributed Its hero or heroes to the roll 
of honor. There nre also heroines on 
th a t roll. A num ber of women bold 
silver medals, and two women the gold 
medal. Silver ntedals have also been 
aw arded to mere boys and girls for 
displays of daring fa r beyond their 
years. Frederic K ernocban was a lad 
when he received a silver medal for 
saving a woman from drow ning in the 
Navesink River, near H ighlands, New 
Jersey ; and Marie I). Pursons, a girl 
of only 10 years when she rescued a 
child a t  Fireplace, Long Island. Nor 
w as Edith Morgan, of Hamlin, Mich., 
much beyond girlhood when she tried, 
w ith her fa ther ami brother, to row to 
a vessel capsized three miles out. Beat­
en back by the heavy waves, she aided 
In clearing aw ay the logs and drift 
wood from the beach so os to make a 
track for the surf-boat. At a previous 
rescue she had stood for six hours In 
the snow, hauling at the life line. In 
lauding sailors from a wreck. • • •

Would I could add to this record 
those unknown heroes—“greater than 
those who nre known”—whose hero­
ism lacks a hum an rew ard because 
they not only risked but lost tlielr lives 
lu the endeavor to save others. Would 
there were a roll of the unhonored ami 
unhung! The medal list Is a long one, 
but the roll of the perished longer. Oc­
casionally a memorial like the Brokaw 
Field a t Princeton, which commemor­
a tes  the heroism of Frederick Brokaw, 
the Princeton student who gave his 
life to save two servants from drow n­
ing, reminds us of one or another of 
these sacrifices. But fa r more fre­
quently  a grave In an unfrequented 
church-yard, or a proud pang In a 
w om an's heart, Is the only memorial 
of the “unknown hero.”

F o rg o tte n  Long  Ago, D ou b t! -ss.
T his Is an Interesting clause lu the 

constitution of Vermont of 1793, to 
lim it professional officeholders; "As 
every freem an, to preserve Ids Inde- 
pemlence, If w ithout u sufficient estate, 
ought to have some profession, calling, 
trnde or farm , w hereby he may honest­
ly subsist, there can be no necessity 
for nor use In establishing offices of 
profit, the usual effects of which are 
dependence and servility unbecoming 
freem en, in the possessors or expect- 
ants, and faction, contention and dis­
cord among the people. But If any 
m an Is called Into public service to tin- 
prejudice of his private affairs be has a 
rig h t to a reasonable com pensation; 
and w henever an office, through In­
crease nt fees or otherw ise, becomes so 
profitable as to occasion m any to aj»- 
ply for It, the profits ought to be less­
ened by the Legislature.’’

A  N e ig h b o rh o o d  T ra g e d y .
“ We bought a  lawn-mow er a t the 

M ontague auction.” •
"W ell, th a t was all right, w asn 't It?”
“All right? M aria says It Is our old 

one which they borrowed and never 
returned.”—D etroit Free Press.

O n th e  W ro n g  S hell;
A correspondent of the London Acad­

emy w rites th a t a bookseller in a large 
provincial city recently discovered nn 
assistan t arranging  four new copies of 
W alt W hitm an’s “Leaves of G rass" on 
the shelves devoted to books on g ar­
dening.

We suppose th a t the las t intelligent 
thought lu n wom an’s mind In a mo- 

, m ent of peril Is to wonder how many 
i will see the hole In her stockings If 

she gets killed.

T E L L  C IT Y  AN O D D  P L A C E .

Ind ians  Town In Which 1h re Is a  
Him I hoclnl I quality .

Tell City. Ind.. Is a town with a re­
m arkable history. It Is a co-oi»eratlv# 
Industrial colony which has been In 
success I ul operation for forty-four 
years. It has survived the wreck of 
scores of altru istic  settlem ents founded 
eti the Bellamy or Debs plan. Perhaps 
oue reason for this Is that It Is a Swiss 
town, found, d- by Swiss people for 
Swiss colonists. Gut of a population 
to d ay  of 3,000 fully one half are Swiss 
aud 1.200 are (iermutis. lit politics tlie 
town Is Republican, ul though neighbor­
ing towns are mostly Democratic.

Tell City was founded lu 1859 by the 
Swiss Colonization Society of Cincin­
nati, an organization of wealthy Swiss 
people. They sought a plan for the 
betterm ent of tlielr countrymen who 
bad come to this country and bud not 
fared as well as themselves. Tin- town 
Is named for tin- Swiss hero, William 
Tell. It now bus tw enty six factories, 
euch employing from ten to 150 men. 
It Is said to be the greatest chair m an­
ufacturing center lu the 1’nlted States. 
In furniture making Tell City factories 
stand high. The desks lu the W bits

House nt W ashington are made lu Tell 
City, and tin* government ordered ol' 
desks for the Cuban government offices 
from there.

The iirlttelpnl products of the mills 
and factories are bouse furniture, 
chairs, desks, wood mantels, wagons, 
bub blocks, bubs, sistkes. brooms, bas­
kets, shingles, railroad ties, flour and 
meal, liatm-s. staves, barrels, toys, 
wooden goods, veneer, sashes, .lours, 
blinds, brick, rough and dressed tim ­
ber..

All tin- Industrial establishm ents are 
owned by the municipality. City offi­
cials, superintendents, m anagers and 
foremen are elected by popular vote 
once a year. The piece system Is adopt­
ed In paying for work and thus each 
w orker earns according to his ability. 
At the end of the year the net earnings 
above these wages are equally illstril»- 
uted on stock. Ninety-three per c e n t 
of the people own tlielr own homes, the 
cost of the houses ranging from $stMi to 
$2,900. Young men nre advised to m ar­
ry early and settle down. They nre ad­
vanced the money to build tln-lr homes, 
most of them taking about $5*H) ns a 
beginning. They pay $2.50 a week of 
tlielr earnings for th ree years and ten 
months, or $1.25 a week for seven years 
and eight mouths. They also pay 9 i>er

C O -o P E llA T I VK FACTORY.

cent. Interest, which Is nbout $115. 
From the s ta rt they partic ipate in the 
earnings of the Institution, and when 
they have paid lu the $115 and their 
borrowed capital they I,ml tlx-y have 
an earning of about $75, which leaves 
them only $-10 out In Interest.

The people are unusually Industrious, 
and a person entering the city during 
working hours would readily m istake 
It for the deadest town on earth. No 
one can be seen on tlie street. Every 
Child, ns well as every adult, lias duties 
to perform, and loafers nre not to ler­
ated. Stores might as well close from 
8 to 11:30 and from 1 until 0. But 
when the w histles blow there Is a 
transform ation. Almost Instantly  the 
stiMgts nre crowded with people hur­
rying to tlielr homes or to their entlng 
places. All of the business of the town 
Is done nt night.

The people are frugal and saving, but 
their frugality  does not reuch even the 
borderland of parsim ony. Though 
there nre some very w ealthy citizens, 
they cannot, from their dally habits 
and mode of life, be told from those 
who have Just begun to store up a for­
tune. The equality  ns shown by m an­
ner of living, Interests In common, and 
by dress Is striking. The present May­
or of Tell City, Albert I’. Fenn, was a 
worker In oue of the fu rn itu re  fac­
tories.

The town Is neat, well paved, and 
lighted by electricity. The tax ra te  la 
00 cents. There are five churches and 

j a good system of common and high 
j schools. G erm an Is used alm ost ex ­
clusively In conversation, although the 
children receive English educations.

Notice a mean man: he Is alwayt 
apologizing.


