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H ICA G O  cats  straw berries. A m onster shortcake four miles wide and a fraction over seven miles In length, in 
i f? *  weight 504 tons and containing 108 tons of straw berries, would be her daily consumption if all of the berries shipped 

to the windy city were made up in shortcake. But they are not, although most of them no doubt find their way between 
crusts which are served with sugar and cream. It would take a freight train  of twenty-live ears to move the cake. The 
shortcake estim ate is made on most liberal basis—allowing many more berries than  are generally found in Chicago cakes. 
The weight of the berries is figured at one-third. The cost of the berries alone—at wholesale prices—is $23,0«), and it
costs on an average $2,000 per day to ship these berries to Chicago.

Chicago eats more straw berries to the person than any other city in the world. She consumes almost as many berries
as does New York, because she is nearer to the grea'test straw berry m arket and is able to get them fresher and better. 
She also has the advantage of getting the best berries grown in all the world. Chicago is the greatest market, not only for 
the Indiana, Illinois and Michigan shippers, but also A rkansas ami Tennessee. She practically takes all of these three 
greatest crops. She pays prices ranging from $1 to $3 per crate, owing to the season. She never becomes glutted. This 
can only be said of one other city in the United S tates—New York. The Chicago straw berry season, starting  with Florida 
berries and closing with northern Michigan, is about seven weeks. There is nothing in the vegetable world that so demon­
stra tes the phenomena of the zones as do straw berries. Their march north is just as regular as clockwork and can be 
figured on almost to the hour by the straw berry  brokers. The most rem arkable feature of the straw berry production is the 
small acreage. S traw berries cau be raised almost anywhere, but the acreage of land that produces the lierries tliut are 
m arketable and profitable is surprisingly low. Ten acres will furnish employment for fifty-five men and women during 
the season and each acre produces a net revenue on three weeks’ picking of something over $300, or $3,000 for the patch. 
Each acre each morning gives about thirty-five to forty crates. The farm er picks, sorts, boxes and crates and hauls the 
berries to the special express stations, w here the special express trains are waiting. l ie  pays 10 per cent to his Chicago 
“strawl>erry broker,” pays 14 cents for his crate, 3G cents for the picking, 33 cents for the shipping into Chicago—a total 
of about $1. He will average about 50 to  60 cents on each crate. The pickers are "professionals,” many of whom sta rt 
with the season in Florida and work through to the last crops in Michigan. They live in tents uud cook their own meals. 
By scientific culture the American straw berry  is constantly becoming larger and larger.

¡.HE BEAT TWO NATIONS.
S k ip p e r  M u r k s  D e f ie l  A m e r ic a  a n d  

G r e a t  B r i t a i n .
Captain George Marks, of the Ameri­

can schooner Helvetia. Is a man who 
successfully defied the authorities of 
two nations, says the Chicago Inter 
Ocean. When he collected his little 
bill for $650 from the owners of his 
boat, Canadians of Valley Field re­
joiced with Americans. Fireworks, 
which had been bought for the Queen’s 
birthday anniversary, were set off In 
honor of the doughty captain’s victory. 
The little Canadian village had never 
heard such cheers as rent the air when 
Captain Marks, his wife and his sol­
dier son walked down the ganc plank 
In possession of a good roll of Domin­
ion bank bills. Cuptain Marks’ pic­
turesque defiance of two nations 
aboard his stanch Helvetia sufficiently 
refutes the theory that "steam spoils 
romance at sea.”

Captain Marks Is a plain American

CAPTAIN MARKS AND HIS SCHOONER HELVETIA.

citizen. He reached Valley Field, Can­
ada, early last winter with a fleet of 
eighty vessels, which were passing 
through Canadian waters on their way 
to the great lakes. The whole fleet was 
caught In the Ice, and there it had to 
remain throughout the winter. While 
the vessels were locked up In the lee 
the company which owned them went 
Into liquidation, and a receiver was 
appointed, who finally sold the entire 
fleet, the Helvetia going to a Cleveland 
syndicate. Crews and captnlns of all 
the ships were paid off. with the ex­
ception of Captain Marks, who says 
that he was told his account was not in 
shape and would be got ready as soon 
ns possible, and that then he would 
receive the money.

Captain Marks’ crew left for their 
homes. Ills wife, who had been cook, 
remained with her husband, and weeks 
went by without the agent returning 
to pay the captain Ids money. He went 
to see the United States vice consul, 
who said lie did not see that he could 
flo anything under the circumstances. 
Captain Marks then engaged a local 
crew, his son having arrived, kept on

living on the vessel and awaited de­
velopments. The syndicate paid for 
provisions for Marks and his wife, but 
declared that they were not responsi­
ble for any salaries.

Until his salary was paid Captain 
Marks was determined not to leave. 
The owners sent Captain Packer and a 
crew of five men to take charge of the 
Helvetia. Facker explained his mis­
sion. Very emphatically Marks de­
clared that he would stay where he 
was until lie got his money.

Captain Packer telegraphed to Cleve­
land for orders. He was told to lay 
the matter before the United States 
vice consul, Mr. Gorman. Mr. Gorman 
put the matter to the Washington au­
thorities. He was directed to Instruct 
the opposing parties to proceed In ac­
cordance with the law.

The Helvetia’s new owners then en­
gaged counsel in Montreal and swore 
out a warrant for “the arrest of George 
Marks, Sr.; George Marks, Jr., and 
Jennie Mitchell, wife of George Marks, 
Sr.” A band of detectives from Mon­
treal was sent to take the captain. 
They found the Helvetia securely bar­
ricaded. Young Marks had fought at 
San Juan, and he knew a thing or two 
about the usefulness of barbed wire. 
He surrounded the schooner's deck

with a high fence, and posted pickets 
day and night.

Captain Marks met the detectives 
with the assurance that he was 
“darned glad” to see them, but would 
never give up the ship until he had a 
bullet In his heart or $650 of wages In 
his pocket. This sentiment was echoed 
by hls wife, his son, and the twenty 
men of hls crew. Citizens on shore en­
couraged the plucky skipper. When the 
detectives brought fire ladders and at­
tempted to scale the ship’s barricade, 
friendly Canadians seized the ladders 
and came near throwing the detectives 
Into the water.

Captain Marks explained that "my 
own consul has gone back on me and 
some one named Cridler, connected 
with the State Department In Wash­
ington, ordered me off the boat withou* 
a dollar, and me 500 miles from home.”

Detectives who were sent to Investi­
gate the enemy’s Intrench ment reported 
that a small army would be required to 
dislodge the captain. Mr. Archam- 
bault, Attorney General to the prov­
ince of Quebec, was asked to Issue 
warrants, and to allow troops to assist

In the arrest of the captain, but he re­
plied that such an action could not be 
friendly toward a United States citi­
zen or to the government Itself, and he 
therefore did not propose to take any j 
hand whatever In the matter.

Completely discouraged, the lawyers 
for the vessel owners went to Valley j 
Field with the amount Captain Marks 
had demanded. In Dominion bank bills. 
It was counted out to the captain and 
a receipt taken for the claim In full. 
Friendly relations are again estab­
lished between the Marks family and 
the governments of Great Britain and 
the United States of America.
HEAD OF THE SUGAR TRUST.
H . O. H n v e m c y e r ,  W h o s e  R e fe re n c e s  to  

T r u s ts  C re a te d  In t e r e s t ,
The testimony recently given before 

the industrial Commission by Henry 
O. Ilaveineyer, the king of the sugar 

Industry In the Uul 
ted States, created 
much general com- j 
ment and Interest. 
The last remaining 
prominent man in 
the famous sugar 
refining family, Mr. i 
Havemeyer delights 
In the holiest situ- i 
pllclty and direct­

ness that characterize many Americans 
who have won enormous wealth as en­
trepreneurs. Mr. Ilaveineyer In Ills 
testimony referred to the very humble 
start which his family made In 1802. 
The poor emigrants found out that by 
boiling sugar land being honest) they 
could make a neat profit. The two Im­
migrants were brothers, and they 
worked hard and spent nothing. Thus, 
when they died, they left a fine bnsl- I 
ness house and factory to the cousins 
who succeeded them. Henry O. Have- ' 
meyer is a son of one of these cousins ' 
—F. C. Havemeyer. The latter was a 
graduate of Columbia and bis son, 
Henry O., was educated at home and 
abroad. Mr. Havemeyer, while Inter­
ested In art, letters, and music, has de­
voted his best efforts to the tremen­
dous business of which he is the heir 
and Is now the head.

S tev en so n  and  th e  B eg g a r .
An American who visited the Steven- 

sons at Samoa relates that the Samo­
ans have a practice of begging. They 
boldly ask for whatever they may 
covet wherever It may be found. The 
novelist became tired of this practice, 
and therefore said one day to a Sa­
moan friend who had acquired from 
him a necktie, handkerchief, and some 
other trinket, “Is there anything else 
you want?”

The Samoan made a hasty survey of 
the room.

“There Is the piano,” suggested Mr. 
Stevenson, ironically.

“Yes,” replied the native, "I know, 
but,” he added, apologetically, “I don’t 
know how to play IL”—Saturday Even­
ing Post.

A W om an G raved ig g  r.
Not the least Interesting among the 

new occupations for women Is that j 
which has been opened nt Vienna, j 
There, In the “gayest city In the | 
world,” Is a woman gravedigger. She 
is the first professional woman grave­
digger In civilized Europe.

M YSTER IO U S ISLANDS THAT  
ARE HARD TO LOCATE.

I l ip  per ton  Hus nt L u st I’een  D efi­
n ite ly  P la c e d —W ell W orth  L o o k in g  
F o r - I t a  K lualve N e ig h b o r  th u t In 
M ill “ A t Large.'*

Much attention has been given of 
late to what we may call the strange 
case of CUppertou Island. It Is not 
more than three miles hi circumfer­
ence, and It lien In the western Pacific, 
something like 800 miles west of Mex­
ico. In the wide expans«* of the Pacific 
ocean It shows like a mere speck, so 
small ns to he of no value, soemlugly, 
save as a refuge for a few of the army 
of beach comls*rs “who have hurst all 
hounds of habit and have wandered 
far away” In the course of their down­
ward progress. But the ownership of 
CUppertou Island has of lute been 
claimed by no fewer than four coun­
tries — Mexico, the United States, 
France ami Great Britain; and when It 
is added that the Island Is a favorite 
haunt of sea birds, ami that many tons 
of valuable guano are waiting to he 
picked up. the reason for this unwont­
ed solicitude, even In an era of land- 
grabbing, will be apparent.

Cllpperton Island Is of Interest In 
auother direction. It Is one of those 
numerous stretches of land set In the 
midst of the seas, sunny and otherwise, 
which, after their first discovery, for 
many years elude all endeavors to lo­
cate them again. It has now been, 
as It were, nailed down In one particu­
lar spot In the ocean—that Is to say, 
Its exact position haifabeon finally de­
termined by warships sent out for the 
express purpose of searching for It 
and settling all doubts as to Its exist­
ence—and the ouly thing remaining 
now is that the question of ownership 
should be settled. It happens that 
there Is another Island about 400 miles 
southwest of Cllpperton, and rich In 
the same deposits that make that place 
worth possessing, for which adventur­
ous mariners arc at this moment look­
ing.

As late as July last a vessel n a med 
Moonlight left Altata. Mexico, on a 
voyage In search of this latest myste­
rious Island, and spent fifty-two «lays 
of fruitless labor toward this end. Her 
captain failed to find the place, and, 
fearing that hls provisions and water 
would run short, returned home to re­
port that either the rough charts of 
old Captain Martin and hls associates 
were in error or else that some strange 
seismic phenomenon had caused the 
lost Isle to disappear years ago, per­
haps, for all that mortal soul knows. 
Spice Is added to this romance by tin* 
fact that another ’Frisco captain lo­
cated the place definitely a year or two 
before, and found a small colony there, 
which colony Is still on the Island, 
shipping guano In their own schoon­
ers, manned by numbers of their own 
party, to the lending ports on the Pa­
cific slope of North and South America.

Quite a number of expeditions have 
of late been made with the object of 
wresting this valuable secret from the 
handful of men in whose possession It 
Is, and of participating In the spoils; 
and one of these days we will, no 
doubt, hear of a sanguinary tight for 
the supremacy between the present 
colonists and a party of marauders. 
Although the stories told al«out the un­
known Island vary considerably, they 
all agree that It exists somewhere 
about 400 or 500 miles southwest of 
Cllpperton. In a low coral atoll cover­
ed with the richest phosphates. The 
place also has Its legends of pirates' 
treasures, which may or may not have 
had any foundation In fact. Dm* of 
the expeditions of recent date, which 
have been fitted out to look for the 
Island, was the Vine expedition. That 
vessel's owner claims to have secured 
hls knowledge of the place from the 
old sea captain named Mnrtln, above 
referred to, who died some years ago, 
and who left an obi chart among hls 
belongings, which told of a small Isl­
and In the south Pacific, not down on 
the regular charts, enormously rich In 
guano.—New Zealand Herald.

T ea on th e  T errace.
On the whole, the terrace of the 

House of Commons Is the finest In Eng­
land. The view from It Is most Impos­
ing. Near on the left Is Westminster 
bridge, and the spectator may watch 
the traffic of the bridge, and hear its 
roll or rumble, while he is In the quiet­
ude of the terrace. Between the broad 
arches he may perceive the graceful 
outlines of Waterloo bridge. At night 
the long rows of lighted lamps In all 
directions are reflected on the river. 
This Is the spot where the tea parties 
well known In London society are held. 
To have “tea on the terrace,” ns the 
phrase goes, Is the nnturnl ambition of 
every one. It is of the utmost conveni­
ence to the member to be able to short 
this attention to hls friends, and espe­
cially to hls constituents and their fam- 
ilk's. On a summer's afternoon the 
collection of these ten parties amounts 
to n reception given by the Commons 
to Ixindon and the constituencies. The 
mixture of tea tables is typical of the 
local character. Here will be n table 
with some of the most fashionable per­
sons; near It will be one where a labor

mznibcr Is entertaining hls fnmllyj 
next will he one where a philosophic 
member Is receiving learned ladles. 
The whole scene Is one of «llverwltled 
animation and vivacity seldom cquuled 
elsewhere.

C u m  f« r Ht* im norlng.
A gentleman who stammered from 

childhood almost up to manhood gives 
a very simple reiuc«ly for the misfor­
tune. “Go Into a room where you will 
be quiet ami alone, get some book thut 
will Interest hut not excite you. and 
sit down and read two hours aloud to 
yourself, keeping your teeth together, 
bo the same thing every two or t)ir«*e 
dn.vs, or once a week If very tiresome, 
always taking care to read slowly and 
distinctly, moving the lips, but not the 
teeth. Then, when conversing with 
others, try to speak as slowly and dis­
tinctly iis posslhl«*, and make up your 
mind that you will not stammer. Well, 
I tried this remedy, not having much 
faith In It, I must confess, but willing 
to do most anything to cure myself of 
such an annoying difficulty. I read for 
two hours nloud with my teeth togeth­
er. The first result was to make my 
tongue and Jaws ache, that Is, while I 
was reading, and the next to make me 
feel ns If something hud looaened my 
talking apparatus, for 1 could speak 
with less difficulty Immediately. The 
change was so great that everyon« 
who knew me remarked It. I re la ted  
the remedy every five or six days foj 
a month, uml then nt longer Interval« 
till cured.

It has lately been discovered that the 
large Iguana lizards of South Australia 
attack and kill lambs on the sheep- 
pastures. They hud previously lieen 
known us depredators ouly In |>oultry- 
yards.

A singular result of the recent ex­
periments of Professor Angelo Mosso 
on the physiological effects of high 
altitudes Is that a mountain ascent 
may produce such a flattening of the 
lumbar curve that a man may be an 
Inch and a half shorter on the sum­
mit of Monte Rosa than when he Is lu 
the valleys beneath. The height of 
Monte Rosa, the second loftiest peak 
of the Alps, is 15,215 f«*«*t. Tile cause 
of the shortening Is partly the exertion 
of climbing. The human stature al­
ways diminishes slightly during the 
day.

The Chinese un-thod of producing 
artificial pearls by Introducing some 
foreign substance Into the js'arl oyster 
Is open to a difficulty; the oyster some­
times expels the object from Its shell. 
A French ex|M*ritiieiiter has devised an 
Improvement. He makes a hole lu the 
shell nnd Introduces a little hit of 
uiothcr-of-p«*arl. The oyster cannot get 
rid of this, and deposits the nacreous 
layers on It until it becomes a pearl. 
About two years suffice. A small true 
pearl may Is* used. The subject was 
fully discussed before the French 
Academy of Sciences.

In order to prove to the satisfaction 
of the members of the Llnnean Society, 
In London, that he had really caused a 
buzzard to hatch ami rear a chicken 
from a hen’s egg. Mr. A. F. Crossman 
recently exhibited a series of photo­
graphs show ing the hatching and sub- 
sequent feeding of the chicken by Its 
Strang«* foster-mother. Mr. Crossmnn 
thought It very wonderful that the ma­
ternal Instinct of the buzzard had over­
come Its liking for chicken flesh, hut 
auother member of the society pro­
duced records to show that eagles had 
hatched out goose-eggs mid then ten­
derly rear«*«, the goslings.

The Washington Monument, the loft­
iest stone structure lu the world, has, 
according to the description given by 
N. M. Hopkins, In tne Scientific Ameri­
can Supplement, an Ideal Installation 
of correct lightning conductors. The 
apex of the monument Is nn aluminum 
pyramid, from which eight half-inch 
copper rods extend down to the base 
of the stone pyramid forming the top 
of the structure. At that point they 
bend Inward through the masonry nnd 
pass down the Interior of the shnft. 
The eight conductors are all connected 
on the outside of the pyramid by a 
heavy rod, nnd they nre all gold-plated. 
Two hundred plntlnum-tlpp«*d points, 
connected w ith the conductors and nil 
pointing skyward, cover the pyramid. 
The conductors connect directly with 
the tops of four Iron columns which 
support the stairway and elevator. At 
the base of the monument the Iron col­
umns nre connected by copper conduct­
ors with the bottom of a well twenty 
feet below the foundation of the shnft, 
the well containing several feet of wa­
ter and fifteen feet of sand. Severs 
electrical storms do not affect the mon­
ument.

R oyal T yp ew riter.
The Queen of Englnnd and the Czat 

of Russ,a own beautiful typewriters of 
white enamel and gold, with keys of 
Ivory. The Queen Regent of Spain 1« 
said to use one for her correspondence. 
In so ceremonious a court ns that of 
Spain, where phrases nre long nnd 
weighty, It must be a welcome labor* 
saver.
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