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LIGHTS ON THE LAKES [ #iymet

THEY FLASH WARNING MLS
SAGES TO THE SA:P3.
Beventy Light Stations Serve to Gn de

Lake Michigan
Fog and storm—How the Lights Are

Tended

Mariners Through

Code of Signals Used.

When the wintry gales howl over the
great lakes and ice floes dash against
ghore and about the foundations of
lighthouses the lot of the keeper Is not
a happy one. When cyclonic storms
rage In spring or autumn, when the In-
land seas are dotted with craft, under
press of sall or driven by steam, then |
indeed the men who are responsible for
the alds to navigation have no time for
fdle dreaming. There was a time when
the setting in of the winter would send
many keepers to winter quarters; when
lights would be put out for the long va-
cation decreed by Jack Frost, but in the

ninth district—the one embracing the |
1,100 wmiles of Lake Michigan—that
time has passed. |
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to be still smaller
nature of the

big salary. It seems

when one considers the

employment, where difficulties and of-
ten dangers lmminent and terrifying
surround, Jghthouse-keepers on the

lakes face per
with,

gea coast or around the
il1s landsmen are unacqguainted

and which landsmen ean scarcely ap-
preciate, yet a paternal government is
“fully advised,” as they say in court,

that 830 a month Is a good salary for

guch servants, Cold, possible privation,
posible loss of life ltself, are no reasons
for Increasing the stipend, Men will
serve for that salary and the law says
It Is end th.

Of course, sultable gquarters are pro-

vided for the keepers, But of all hap

penings to mortal man isolation, the
absolute verance of all communica-
tion with his Kind, Is the worst punish-
ment. Isolation for the greater portion
of the year is the portion of him who
keeps a light, His home may be, nay,
frequently is, out on some jutting reef,
removed from land by several hundreds

of vards of open water. When the
breezes 0l :Il'\' he I3 |‘|nl]![‘[l
in his exposed dwelling as effectualiy

too str

hlow

as would be the case If old ocean rolled
between him and the shore,
No lake in the great chaln has as

many sail on its bosom as Lake Miehl-

| courses.
lant ships may founder and pound to

and so treacherous as Lake
Michigan., Storms which would do but
little damage if their forces were
pended on broad Superior or
whvu swee p ng over Michigan lake

ause a woeful disturbance to shipping.

' lJ;l! gerous reefs abound in the tracks

of shipping. Shoals protrude their
slime-covered noses to grasp the hulls
of vessels which deviate from their

Rocky beaches on which gal-

bits are thick from one end to the other,
The fate of the Chicora, the stanch
steamer which put out from Milwau-

kee four years ago and has never been |
has not deterred the |
of L:lkt'-

heard from since,
hardy masters and seamen
Michigan from hazarding all on the |
lake in the dead of winter. In fact, re-

cent years have seen an enoromus in- |

crease In winter navigation. Where
twenty years ago all vessels would go
into haven early in November and re-
maln in shelter until the lee left the Soo
in the spring, now many
commIission twelve months In the year,

a vessel is in |

No lake In the chaln Is so tur- |

ex- |
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dangerous straits east or west bound.
Not far from the stately dwelling
erected for the use of the keeper and
his family is an old hutch. It is disman-
tled, wavering in intention and wholly
| dissolute. It is not a fit habitation for
man or beast, according to the lights of
the civilized white man. Yet it was
for years the home of the keeper. Not
that the government houses Its em-

| ployes in such disreputable homes. Not

|
|
|

The authorities have taken rotice of |

the extent of winter navigation, and in !
many an Isolated and exposed station |
all discretion has been taken from the |

light-keepers., They are under
to keep thelr lights trimmed and burn-
ing throughout the entire winter, Oth-
are exposed to great
dangers must remain as long as in thelr
Judgment ean be done with safety.
Heretofore stations in northern
third of the lake have been closed with
the arbitrary navigation as
fixed by the board of marine underwrit-
But now the
Pottawattomlie, ['overty
Choix [Pointe, Deaver Island,
IFox Island, North Fox Island,
North and South., Maniton, Sherwood
PPoint and Sturgeon Bay have been
added to those open for the entire win-
ter., The light ships in the dangerous
stralts remain out

ers whose statlons
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ers,
and,
Seul
South

Island,

as leng as it Is safe,

orders |

stations at Plum Isl- |

The following table shows the fum- |

ber of lighthouses, keepers, assistants,

vessels, for signals, ete,, at present es-
tablished in the distriet:
Masters of light vessels

Keepers of light stations............ T0

at all. It was the home of the keeper
from choice. It was not even the “only
choix,” as the name of the station
might indicate, but it was the choice of
Keeper Fountaine, Fountalnpe is an In-
dian, and the bright new brick house
erected for his use was too much for his
primitive notions of comfort.

So for years Fountaine and his squaw
and pappooses lived In the little hutch
which has since been turned into a
coalhouse, He built it and he loved It
and was loath to give it up even for
modern convenlences, In fact, too many
modern conveniences almost made the
old Indian throw up his job. Now, how-
ever, with Increasing years and an
adult family, the old man has conclud-

ed to accept the inevitable and become

civilized,

Away up lying in the'gateway be-
tween the peninsula which forms the
eastern limits of Green Bay and Wash-
ington Island Is a small island called
Plum. It has a range light to guide the
mariner in the difficult passage. Light
and fog signals are siationed there In
the Porte des Mort—gate of death, It

is well named, for many a ship has
foundered in the narrow, shoal-lined
passageway. Many deaths have hap-

pened there and many more will prob-
ably happen in the future In spite of
the precautions taken by the Govern-
ment to protect the sailors.

The Code of Signals,

There is a clearly defined code of sig-
nals for the use of all mariners on the
lakes, Every light station has its ewn
peculiarities, every fog signal has its
own notes, Bell buoys ring out warn-
ings at all times and the flicker of a gas

| jet sends a vessel a couple of points off

| a bad shoal,

The code is furnished to
all ship masters, and by referring to it

Assistant keepers of light stations....63 | they can identify any station or buoy.
Light stations ...... R R . 70 Fixed red or fixed white lights disap-
Steam fog signals......oooee. s+eee 28 pearing and reappearing at regular in-
H."'”m ,1-""" PORPEI L B AT A ) 1 e _: tervals of time, as prescribed by this
}";:jl:”'\'ti_““‘!;‘:::::.'I’:.".‘.::::::::'.:: ;f code, tell the story of the relative
"7 pdagy W e prerettttt g| whereabouts of the ship.
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lake, miles away from the mainland,
exposed to all the rigors of the stormi-
eS8t season, are well up to
north, and the men who send out
welcome shafts of light to warn mari
ners are cut off from thelr kind much

They
the

f the year, Let navigation cease en
tirely, and they would be exposed to
dangers greater than any to be found
on land, no matter how lsolated. One
can always walk on land to tind a bite
to eat, If It be nothing more than dog
meat. On the water It Is different, as

lighthouse-keepers realize before many
winters have been passed in this serv-
e,

Away up on the south coast of the
northern peninsula is a point on
rock opast. Seul Cholx, 1t 1s called, the
name having been given by the French

8 Vears On that point Is a
Ughthouse with a fixed white light,
from Manist

1sland on the east, It
of brilllancy

gettler ngo.

which flashes jue on the
west to Squaw
envelops In its shaft
other little sand and rock spit
travels under the singular alias of
Whisky Island. It sheds lts light over

which

the |

the

that |

AKE MARINERS' BEACON LIGHTS.

Iron DUN DUOYS..ceessnssanane 13| that on the ( hi-.\.n pler, revolve with

Wood spar buoys....... TRLEEEEE T4 ! alternate red and white flashes, Inter
I'he statlons on Beaver and South 1 vals vary even If lights are the same,

Fox Islands are well out In the open | Gross Point carries a double flash of

regular intervals. Calumet pler head
| shows a steady red lig Wind Point
has a revolving light and a steady red
| showing south to cover Ra harbor,

Every statlon flashes its signal accord-

ipher fixed for It

‘Ine

ing to the ¢
The same rules apply to the fog sig
nals. If steam whistles the blasts are
one, two, three, ete., long or short, al-
ternately long and short, with intervals
bhetween Dblasts fixed by seconds of
time. So when a ship master
Hght flashing red across his bows he
counts the time until be Is greeted by
another flash. The colors and inter-
| vals tell him which station he is near-
ing. If the siren sings a particular
song he knows what direction to take
to avold impending danger. Thus all
up and down the lake over Its hundreds
of miles of navigable waters these sig-
nals warn or cheer the men who sall
In ships

S¢S A

One Cincinnati Industry.
Cincinnatl « 20,000 bug
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CARCS, 120,000 fly traps
and 300,000 sleves out of wire annually

the direct course of vessels making the |

| to their homes,

AWHEEL [N SIGERIA.

The Village Boys Had Never Before
feen a Bicyrle,

During a bicyele journey through Si-
beria one summer I had occasion to
travel several hundred miles along
what is called fie Great Siberian High-
way. You will see by glancing at the
map that this road connects the Sibe-
rian eapital, Irkutsk, with European
Russia. The distance is some three
thousand miles, and along Its course
have been built nearly all the towns
and villages of old Siberia.

Through these towns and villages I
made my daily runs, and usui 1lly with
a clamoring multitude of shouting boys
and yelping dogs as my escort; for a
bicycle was as yet a novelty In that
part of the world, and in sowme of the
more remote districts even a thing un-
known. I remember, on entering a
certain village just at dusk, when the
streets were quite deserted, 1 came
suddenly upon two village boys walk-
Ing iu the street, They did not see me
until 1 flashed abruptly past them.
They threw up their bands in bewilder-
ment and shrieked out, “Chort eedjott!”
(The devil's coming!) and fled In terror
I rode on to the regu-
lar post station, ordered a frugal sup-
per and prepared to pass the night in
the “travelers’ room.”

In the meantime, the news of the
“devil's” arrival had spread like wild-
fire through the village,
vard was soon swarming with village
boys, pestering the station master to
let them have a peep at the marvelous
“devil's carriage.” With the “devil's”
permission, the carriage was finally

and the post |
1

taken out to exhibit to the wondering
crowd. When I had finished my
1 stole out unnoticed to observe the
group of eager urchins gathered round
the object of their curiosity. One of |
toeir number, more presumptuous than |
the rest, had taken hold of the wheel,
and was endeavoring to enlighten his
young congregation on bicycle philos-
ophy In general, and this wheel in par-
ticular. The handle bars, he knew,
were to catch hold of, and the seat was
to sit on, but he did not exactly know
how It was propelled.

An Inquisitive chap raised the ques-
tion of balancing—how the Dbicycle
could stand up without being held. This
question was immediately seconded by
the rest of the assembly, and put the
self-elected teacher on his mettle, He
aserted at once that that feat was easy
enough to perform; but the more he
tried to show them how, the more he
realized Its difliculty, until finally the
bieycle got tangled up with his legs,
and both went sprawling on the ground.
This was the signal for a shout of deri-
sive laughter from the crowd; but the
little fellow was not to be defeated so
ignominiously. He picked himself up,
rubbed his head for a moment and med-

meal i
|

ftated. Finally a happy thought struck
him. “Oh, I know how it i8!” he ex-
claimed, as he plieked up the bieycle.
“You see, when it falls over this way
he puts down the prop” (pointing to the
right pedal), “and when It falls that
way he puts down the other.” Then the
self-appointed lecturer upon bicycles
looked proudly around tor approval.

“Why, of course,” they all murmur-
ed, and In a tone of self-reproof that
they had not thought of it before.

And so the little village wiseacre at
once maintained his reputation and im-
pressed upon his associates how stupid
they were not to have solved the prob-
lem for themselves.—8t. Nicholas,

Poisonons Garlen Plants,
Flowers of the jonquil, white hya-
sinth and snowdrop all possess a pol-
sonous nature, the narcissus being also

particularly deadly, so much so, indeed,

that to chew a small serap of one of |
|

the bulbs may result fatally,
juice of the leaves Is an emetie
of the yew have ki “m]

and it Is pretty well known
sowadays that it is not safe to eat many
peach pits or cherry kernels at once.
T'he lobellas are all dangerous. Lady's
slipper polsons in the same manner as
loes polson ivy. The bulbs seem to be
the most harmful. Lilles of the valley
are also as much so. There is enough
oplum in red popples to do mischief;
pnd the antumn crocus, if the blossoms
nre chewed, causes vomiting and purg-
ing. The and flowers of the
oleander are deadly, and the bark of
the catalpa tree s very mischlevous;
the water dropwort, when not In flower,
r, and I8 virulent,

bherries

persouns,

leaves

resembles celery

A War-Time Hiding Place,

J. H. Gore writes an
Nicholas describing peculiar
“Hiding Places in War Times,” Those |
he tells about were all Ip one house in |
Virginia, near a town which changed
hands, under fire, eighty-two times dur-
ing the war. Mr. Gore says: With fall
came the “fattening time"” for the hogs.
They were then brought In from
distant fields, where they had ]'l.'l"-'h'll
the summer, and put In 4 pen by the
side of the road. And although within
ten feet of the soldlers as they march-
ed by, they were never seen, for the
pen was completely covered Dby
winter's wood-pile, except at the back,
where thére was a board fence
through whose cracks the corn was
thrown in. Whenever the passing ad-
vance guard told us that an army
approaching, the hogs were hurriedly
fed. so that the army mig
they were taking their after-dinner nap |

aud thus not reveal tbelr presence by |

EDINe

was

the |
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an eseaped grunt or squeal, Fortunate-
ly, the house was situated In & narrow
valley, where the opportunities for
bushwhacking were so great that the
soldiers did not tarry long efiough to
search unsuspected wood-piles, On one
occasion we thought the hogs were
doomed., A wagon broke down near
the house, and the soldler went to the
wood-pile for a pole to be used in mend-
ing the break. Luckily, he found a stick
to his liking without tearing the pile to
pieces. This suggested that some nice
stralght pleces be always left conveni-
ently near for such an emergency, in
case It should occur again,

OFFICER WORSTED FOR ONCE

Loliceman Failed to Arrest Two
Drunken Men and a Big Dog.

Ever since he joined the force Police-
man Andy Murray has made a special-
ty of the arrest of “drunks, " a line of
duty for which he seems to be peculiar-
ly fitted, and in the exercise of which
he takes great delight. It was because
of his reputation for always landing his
man at the nearest patrol box unassist-

| ed that he undertook to arrest two In-

toxicated individuals single-handed on
Monday night, and thereby came to

grief. Andy was standing at 22d and
Diamond streets shortly after dark
when he saw an oddly assorted pair
leaning up against the gate of the Odd
Fellows' cemetery, both evidently un-
der the influence of liguor. Une was a
man attired in full dress, wearing a
high silk hat, who was holding a pig
Newfoundland dog by a chain. The
other was a bicyclist, who was appar-
ently too far gone to ride, but who still
held on to his wheel.

Patrolman Murray grabbed each by
the shoulder and started for the patrol
bhox, but the prisoners wanted to argue,
The trio came to a halt; the dog ran
around them a couple of times, winding
up the chain, and then suddenly, espy-
ing a cat, made a wild dash for the oth-
er side of the street. The unsteady
prisoners fell over like tenpins, drag-
ging their captor with them, In his
fall Murray jammed one foot through
the spokes of the bicycle’s front wheel
and, unable to extricate himself, he lay
at the bottom of the heap until a broth-
er officer came to his assistance, He
now acknowledges that he bit off more
than he could “chew.”—Philadelphia
Record.

Siberian and Russian,

Thomas G. Allen, Jr., writes an artl-
cle on “The Boys of Siberia” for St.
Nicholas. Mr. Allen says:

To begin with, the Siberian boy is not
a Russian. I Insist upon that distine-
tion, because 1 know he would be sure
to make it if he were here to speak for
himself. “No, sir; 1 am not a Russian,”
one has often said to me, in polite cor-
rectlon; *“I'm a Siberian.” «And he
speaks in a way that leaves no room to
doubt the sincerity of his pride. The
reader may, perhaps, think this a dis-
tinetion without a difference; but, from
my personal observation, 1 should say
that there Is justification of intermix-
ture of native blood with the Siberian-
Russian., Generally speaking, the Si-
berian boy, as compared with the boy
of European Russia, s by far the
quicker-witted, more energetle, and
more self-respecting. He has many
more of the qualities thar in the hour of
his country's need go to make up the
hero or patriotic soldier.

They say it takes a smart man to
make a rascal. Whether this be true or
not, certain it Is that the class of men
who have been sent as exiles to Siberia,
especially the political priseners, have
generally been taken from the more in-
tellectual classes of European Russia.
The descendants of these exiles, on the
other hand, being born and raised In
Siberia, away from the harmful influ-
ences of a crowded population, have in-
herited natural intelligence without the
incentives to misuse it. Furthermore,
they know nothing about the disgrace
of exlle, and regard Siberia only with
genuine pride as the land of their na-
tivity.

An Innocent Civillan,

he Chinese peasant wears a turban,
loose coat and short and very baggy
trousers, all of blue, The Chinese sol-
dier wears the same, with an overall
sleeveless smock, or long walistcoat,
buttoning on the right shoulder, edged
down the neck, arms and skirt and

| down the front with broad “facings.”

|

|
: | on it.
article for St,

The breast and back are decorated with
a one-foot bull's-eye with characters
This is all the character the
Chinese soldler possesses, The bull's-
eye would be a very convenient mark
| for any enemy If the soldier would give
him a chance of shooting him, but the
bull's-eye Is only worn to raise false
hopes, for no sooner does he arrive
dangerously near the enemy than he

| doffs the garb of war to disappear as

an innocent clvilian, He Is usually
armed with a muzzle-londer or stand-
ard, both equally harmless weapons.
In the case of Gen., Liu's escort the
uniform smocks had evidently not been

| used as nightshirts for more than a few

the |

ght go by while |

weeks, the men were armed with Win-
chesters and a few Martinls, rusty, dir-
ty and out of order, and wore about
their middles a belt of some sixty
rounds of solid-drawn brass cartridges.

It ls surprising how many men have
glouchy, careless business methods.
The writer of this Is one of them; the
reader Is probably anothy




