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;; Gay and Picturesque Cuban Capital Has 
H a Famous History.
T ”  A V7 A V  A tlixx r u t  n l t n  1 z»4 yv..v... ------- - _ . . • . .

I
H AVANA, the capital of Cuba, 

is a world-city, known wher­
ever the fame of cities has 
reached, and deserving of its fame, too, 

for like all g reat cities of Industry aud 
a rt, it is unique. Cuba’s capital is 
coeval with the M editerranese conquest 
of the W estern hemisphere. The name 
of the city is characteristic of the re­
ligious Latin races, for when Diego de 
Velasquez laid its foundations, in 1515, 
he christened It Kan Cristobal de la Ha- 
bana—St. Christopher of the haven or 
harlxjr—In honor of Columbus, the dis­
coverer of the island. This name, be­
stowed upon the  city by the conqueror 
of the island, has remained unchanged, 
and It Is still officially so called. But 
Its ixxpular name has been shortened to 
H abana in Spanish and H avana In oth­
er tongues. The city has a  population 
of about 200,000. «

H avana is sited on the west side of 
the bay of its own name—one of the 
m ost beautiful bodies of w ater of its 
kind found anywhere. The city stands 
on a sort of peninsula th a t is formed 
on one side by the w aters of the bay, 
and on the other by those of the gulf.
In olden times it was one of the strong­
est of the places of the civilized world. 
W hen ships of w ar were of wood and 
carried a few guns whose bullets were 
repelled by granite masonry, H avana 
w as Impregnable. But the “oak levia­
th an s” and the “rock-built cities” of 
Lord Byron are now historical. On 
the one hand the recent destruction of 
the Maine Indicates the cause why 
grnnite walls are no longer needed, and 
on the other it Is seen how the subm a­
rine mine and torpedo have developed 
gun powder, which enables n ship to 
stand miles w ithout a harbor and laud 
shells in a city’s heart.

Yet If It were not for Spanish poverty 
and decline, H avana to-day m ight have 
been as relatively strong as when. In 
1585, it drove the fierce Sir Francis 
D rake away from Its coasts. Tin* fact 
is th a t the Spaniards have not kept step 
w ith the marcli of progress. The in­
sanity  of a ttem pting to defend H avana 
w ith the same Implements and methods

ow ner most; why an unearthly clangor 
of bells drives sleep from the city a t 
daybreak; why no one ever keeps an 
appointm ent (unil never apologizes for 
the offense), are  questions th a t E u ia u - 
ese ami Cubans do not explain or a t ­
tem pt to explain.

The almost equatorial sun beats down 
upon the streets with terrific heat du r­
ing the day, and none Imt business peo­
ple and “low people” are  seen during 
the early and middle day. When the

01 ,<>Wer clas* ,ook no I the «»nimander of the fortress to sur- 
erent from without, but «re render. Sores soon grew tired of the

place and w ithdrew . But his example 
was frequently followed, and numer­
ous attem pts were made by buccaneers 
to capture the city and loot it. Notable 
among these efforts was tha t of the En­
glish buccaneer, Sir Francis Drake, 
who assaulted H avana In 1585, but was 
compelled to retire. The first scourge 
of yellow fever appeared in the ship­
ping during the summer of 17(51. In 
17(52 Admiral Pocock, with an English 
squadron, attacked  H avana and forced 
it to capitulate. For two months the

different from without, but are awful 
u  ithln, and there the cause of H avana's 
scourges of yellow fever is a t once ap­
parent. The city Is badly drained. The 
bay, w ith no free course of w ater and 
com paratively little tide. Is a reservoir, 
uncleansed, of the city’s offal. I t  breeds 
disease, and in squalor where personal 
uncleanllneos Is added to the perils in­
curred by municipal neglect, the  houses 
of the jM>or have become the Incubators 

I*»ttlence. H avana has many beau­
tiful parks, squares and public places. 
Ih e  squares art? all ornam ented with
royal palm s and here and there an or « « >,tu,ate- For two moutbs the
ange or banana tree, and“here and there ' PU‘ UP “ braVC defeM e- In 1703 
an  Indian laurel.

No city in the  world is furnished with 
such an abundance and variety of foods 
as is H avana, w ith the possible excep­
tion of San Francisco. The earth  and

BLANCO’S PALACE.

H avana was restored to the Spanish by 
the treaty  of Paris.

The first new spaper published In H a­
vana w as La Gaceta de la H abana, 
which appeared in 1782. In 17SS) the 
Jesu its were expelled from the city, 
and their church was converted into 
the cathedral of the dioi'ese. This is 
the  church in which it is said the ashes 
of Columbus were deposited In the year 
180(5. In 1S18 H avana was opened to 
the commerce of the world.

ONE STAGE TRICK.

H o w  t h e  B lin d fo ld e d  J u g g le r  P e r fo r m *  
S e e m in g ly  M a r v e lo u s  T r ick * .

The next time you see a blindfolded 
Juggler tossing knives and razors w ith 
unerring skill and keeping half a  do»- 
en eggs unbroken in the aJr a t a t once, 
do not let your wonder and adm iration 
overpower you. You have seen his as­
s istan t blindfold him with a handker­
chief. Then you have seen a bag of 
heavy burlaps adjusted over his head 
and shoulders to exclude even the light. 
Aud yet not one egg ever falls. Not one 
knife ever escapes him.

As a m atter of fact, the coarse bur­
lap bag has th reads draw n out in th a t 
part which comes before his face, and 
in the adjusting  of it the assistan t sim ­
ply slide's Che handkerchief up or down 
a little. In taking the bag off again he 
re tu rns the handkerchief to its place. 
The next tim e the blindfolded juggler

sun sinks, however, the lazy Inhabit­
an ts  tu rn  out, and the life of the night 
Is the lively life of H avana. The city 
has not been very businesslike under 
Spanish rule. Most of the men are 
w orthless and dissipated. They lounge 
in cafes and look only to pleasure such 
as the Spaniard delights In—gambling, 
cock fighting, bull baiting. No thought 
of the morrow is taken, and the result 
Is th a t a more improvident population 
can be found nowhere. Sunday Is H a­
vana's holiday.

As for the churches, thousands of 
women religiously attend. In  Cuba the 
church ami her children are  a wom an's 
life. She soon loses her husband ns her 
companion in the home. She does not 
read. She never hoard of a new wom­
an. She has her little circle of friends

the  sea give to  its people qll the  best of 
their fruits. The great m arket of H a­
vana is w ithout an equal, surpassing, 
as it does, the fam ed French m arket of 
New Orleans. This m arket covers an 
area  equal to th a t of an American 
block, and it is all under a single roof. 
There are num berless booths in which 
are exposed for sale all the fruits of the 
tropics, sea fish, fresh w ater fish, meats, 
game, leather goods, Jewelry and such 
curios as only a  seaport visited by the 
commerce of the world can pick up. 
There are seen men, women and chil­
dren of every nationality upon the 
earth. The wonder is how so small a 
town can gather to Itself such a wide 
range of humanity.

The population of H avana is mixed 
and its morale is very low. The condi-

BIRD’S-EYE VIEW HAVANA.

GOAT HUNTING IN ALASKA.
N o v e l  W a y  to  B r in g  W ild  G o a ts  I n to  

I tif ie  R a n g e .
“They hnve a queer way of hunting 

m ountain goats up in the mountains 
back of Skaguay,” said D. J. McKin­
ney, the “Mayor of Skaguay,” a t the 
Hotel Northern. “The boys a t one of 
my camps told me one day tha t they 
had seen some goats up in the hills 
and they asked me if I w anted to go 
along to bunt them. Of course I did, 
and we were soon climbing high up on 
the m ountains, aw ay above the altitude 
that I thought any living creature 
would live. Still up and up we went. 
The boys were try ing to get above a 
place where they had seen the goats a 
few days before. W hen they had lo­
cated the proper point, they selected a 
huge boulder and got me to help them 
tip it over. I t  took the combined 
strength  of three of us to get the rock 
started . When it did get to going the 
havoc It caused on Its way down to the 
valley wns som ething fearful. Then 
the boys told me to get ready for a 
surprise. We all got our rllies ready 
ami waited. J t  wns only n short time 
until we saw emerging from the scrub­
by growth below us three fine goats. 
They came tow ard us, bounding from 
crag to crag and apparently  heedless of 
the danger they were running into. 
They came to within sixty yards of us 
and we brought down all three.

“I learned then th a t the goat alw ays 
tries to get above rolling rocks, and 
tha t tha t is n favorite way of hunting 
them .”—Seattle Post-Intelligencer.

IT  LOOKS SIM PLY M ARVELOUS.

offers to perform for you assure him 
th a t a  blindfolding with a handkerchief 
Is qudte enough, and th a t you could 
not th ink of having him smothered by 
a  bag. Then you can have heap« of 
fun listening to him lie about the trick. 

WOMEN IN STOCKS.

of w arfare  th a t were successful three 
centuries ago Is In perfect keeping with 
Spain's anachronism  in civilization.

The town, as has already been said. 
Is unique. It Is not Spanish, It is not 
Oriental, It is not European, nor does 
It a t all resemble anything in the Uni­
ted States. I t Is Cuban. The bay. 
ordinarily, is one of the most vividly 
beautiful sights to be seen anywhere. 
H um boldt's description of the ap ­
proaches to H avnna fails to do It Jus 
tlce, and th a t distinguished traveler

A M ER IC A N  C O N SU L A TE  11U1I.VINO.

adm its thn t the picture Is Indescribable. 
C uba anti H avana have yvuys aud 
w ards th a t are  ail their own.

H la v e * to  P re c ed e n t,
H avana Isa  m ystery to the European

anti the  American. The question, “Why 
do you th is and do you thn t?" is alw ays 
answ ered  with, "W e have alw ays done 
so; yvhat else would you have us do I" 
W hy the farm ers use n crooked stick 
to  plow w ith, why ladles sit In their 
ca rriages while the dry goods clerks 
b ring  out rolls o f cloth for them to In­
spect; w hy dark  women ami even 
black women pow der the ir faces until 
th ey  look as If they had been daubed 
w ith  flour; w hy houses are  built to a
Une within two feet of the curbing, so 
that pedestrlnns cannot walk two 
abreast; why the houses are all painted 
In whatever vivid color pleases the

like herself, and some day dies. But ! tion of the women remind a widelv
g l u t  l i n e  b o o n  4*.. t 4 t .  1 4 1 ............1  .1 . . . .  1 I . .  Jshe has been faithful to  the church, and 
the most striking tiling about a service 
in the great cathedral is the presence of 
the women of H avana and the  absence 
of the men. It is said here thnt most

traveled tnan of the yvomen of the 
Orient'. They are close-kept and live In 
tropical idleness. MIscegeneration Is 
common, and it is no rare m atter to find 
a Cuban family of very good social po-

men go to church but three times In sltlon and of considerable wealth com 
their lift«—when bairtlzed, when a b o u t, posed of persons thnt would be classed 
to  be m arried anti when dead—and the ' as quadroons in America. H avana 's
church Is as rigid in its requirem ent of 
tlie first two visits ns the departed is to 
be received tliere a t last.

Tlie cathedral is really one of the 
finest edifices In H avana. It is built to 
last for ages. In it are the rem ains of 
Christopher Columbus- that is, the 
tomb Is there, beside the a lta r  and the 
Inscription. It is also duly au then ti­
cated tha t the rem ains are tliere, too, 
bu t even Spaniards nod doubtfully 
when asked, "Is It true?"

The lottery Is the curse of Havana. 
One of the first cries heard on the 
street In the morning is the schrlll voice 
of a Cuban yelling th a t he has lottery 
tickets for sale. I t Is often the last 
sound heard nt night. It would seem 
tha t all Culia must gamble to support so 
form idable a company of fakers.,

All the storekeepers are courteous 
ami unobtrusive. A visitor exjierlences 
g rea t difficulty In purchasing anything I 
characteristically  Cuban In tlie stores, j 
but th a t is because Cuba produces only- 
two tilings, sugar and tobacco, aud 
buys everything she uses—-eveu buys 
back her sugar refined.

Tlie easiest thing to buy is cigars, and 
they ix««t astonishingly less the it in the 
Stat»«s. There Is an cX|M*rlence lu buy­
ing them, bt-causc tlie g n a t  cigar fac­
tories of Havana, producing brands 
tha t an« known to smokers all over tlie 
world, are interesting Institution«. They

a city of grand surprises for tlie foreign 
visitor. A political mite ns it is lu com­
parison with Ixmdon, tliere are slums 
In H avana tliat cannot lie matched In 
the metropolis of the world.

A s P la c e  o f  R e s id e n c e .
H avana has Infinite charm s as a 

place of residence. Its climate, its veg­
etation, the cheap rate  a t which one 
can buy all the delicacies of the tabi'«, 
the romance In the very air. the ease 
with which a little  labor will yield a

HOTEL IN G L A T E R R A , RESORT OF FOR­
E IG N E R S.

T o o  Q u ic k .
When a man is peculiarly quick to see 

a possible advantage, and uses his clear­
sightedness solely- for his own benefit, 
other men are ap t to be afraid  of him ’ 
T hat was how it wns w ith Ralph Ber­
nal, a print connoisseur. He was so 
quick to see a valuable thing, ami ap­
propriate it before anybody else real­
ized its worth, th a t dealers’ got fright 
ened when lie entered their shops.

“W hat do you w ant for tha t?” he one 
day asked, as his eye fell on a certain 
sheet In a portfolio of odd prints. It 
w as a good copy of H ogarth’s “Mid 
night Modern Conversation.”

’’Three guineas,” was the reply.
“I II take it,” said the connoisseur,
"Shall I send It to you, Mr. Bernal?’
"No,” replied his customer, quickly. 

“I will carry  it home myself.”
Ami lie was not quite at ease until It 

was in his hand. At tlie first glance ae 
had six'll that modern was spelled mod- 
dern. The addition of tha t “d” made 
all the difference in the value. It proved 
tha t he had fallen ujion the rarest of 
the H ogarth Impressions, ami for this 
proof tlie British Museum had to pay 
£81.

It wns no wonder tha t dealers felt un­
easy when he nppeared. But on one 
occasion he proved himself too sharp, 
l ie  entered the shop of a well-known 
print-seller. and found the shopkeeper's 
wife in charge. As lie came in he no­
ticed th a t she hastily put something 
aw ay lu a drawer. The Instincts of the 
collector were Instantly awakened.

“W hat have you got there, Mrs. 
Town?" he asked. "Let me sec it.”

"Oli. no, sir. It is nothing you would 
care about,” she repMed.

"Come, come." said Bernal, “I know 
it Is som ething good.”

W hereupon the blushing lady dis­
played to the eager eyes of the virtuoso 
a pair of her husband's old socks, which 
she had been industriously darning 
when her inquisitive custom er entered 
the shop.

H o w  t h e  C h in ese  B e a l  w it h  W o m e n  
W h o  N e ed  C o r re c tio n .  

Punishm ent by the “stocks” Is m ost­
ly confined to the women placed In the 
prisons of the Celestial empire. Some 
Idea of how the women appear who 
ore treated  In th is m anner will be 
gained from the illustration, which is 
taken from a photograph. The stocks 
are fastened from behind; and al­
though there Is ju s t room to move the 
head It Is absolutely Impossible for

any person to get out of the stocks 
w ithout assistance. A fter n time the 
punishm ent is terrible, for tlie head! 
being forced to occupy one position— 
ns if It were lu a  vice—makes the 
women prostrate  in most cases. This 
Is a great deal worse when three or 
four are yoked together.

Tlie men, while in “durance vile,’* 
are treated a great deal better than the 
women, although they are tried and 
dealt w ith in a much more sum m ary 
manner. A Chinese prisoner is put to 
death for the slightest offense, and  
there is no doubt th a t if he could save 
his life by so doing he would gladly 
N 'ar the punishm ent meted out to the 
ladies of the Flowery Land who come 
under the ban of the lnw.

large return, tlie proximity of tlie sea. 
Its middle ilistaiux' between the Invig- 

I orating north and tlie tropical coun- 
! tries of the southern continent, the pro- 

_. — ,  fusion of Its fru its «ml flowers—all 
occupy buildings so nearly resem bling these things make it a most desirable 
the ordinary dwelling house tha t they 1 place to live, and tliere Is no doubt tit it

111 t u t  ■« 1, . . .  ___  i l .  .  *  . .  .would be m istaken for them  by a 
stronger except for the odor.

Q u u ln t C u b an  H ollar*.
The Oulwtu house of the Ixffter class Is 

of the ordinary, typical construction. It 
Is enormously heavy, built of adobe or 
soft stone, to w ithstand earthquakes 
and to resist heat. The rooms a re  enor­
mous, w ith celling from flfteen to tw en­
ty or twenty-five feet high, all floors, 
even In the laxlrooms, being of stone, 
and the window* covered w ith great 
lreu burs.

thousands of Am ericans had been there 
long ago were it not for the blighting 

i and repressing rule of 8 p n lu -a  rule 
thnt tends to ruin commerce aud enter­
prise wherever it has sway.

In 1530 the seat of Spanish official­
dom lu Culta was transferred  from San- 

j tlago de Cuba to H avana, an early rec- 
' ogultlon of the city’s Importance. One 
year la ter pirates under the leadership 
of the notorious Jacob Sores attackixl 
the town, sacked its church and the 
dwsalhngs of the wealthy aud com polled

L o y a l D e n ia l .
The literal person Is sure to furnish 

am usem ent so long as he inhabits this 
"terrestria l ball;" and that, it is safe 
to say, will lx‘ while the human race 
exists.

Mr. W. M. Shoemaker says. In his ac­
count of a voyage in southern seas, tliat 
one night, a f te r  leaving a harbor, one 
of the passengers, an Englishman, re­
m arked on the fact tha t the vessel had 
listed m aterially to the port side.

“Oh." said a mischievous American, 
“tha t's  because we have got rid iff ap 
those heavy English newsjtaiters."

The loyal subject of the crown pro­
tested.

“Oh. I say. now.” he cried, ••they don't 
weigh any more than the New York 
Herald. don't you know;”

A r t  o f  H o g  D r iv in g .
The difficulty of driving a single hog 

was well illustrated nt the foot of bth 
street the other afternoon a t about 
train  time. Some men were driving a  
herd iff ¡»wine to Amherst, and ns they 
approached the bridge one of tlie an i­
mals Itecame obstreperous and bolted 
toward the city, becoming thereby sep­
arated  from the rest of tlie drove.

The three or four men, assisted by 
volunteers, placed themselves Ixffwetn 
the city and the rebellious hog In a 
semi-circle, while one of their num ber 
advanced cautiously and began to tickle 
the hog's nose w ith a  pine brush. This 
would make the anim al turn  round, and 
each time he did so he would move a  
few steps tow ard the  bridge and the 
rest o f the drove. The maneuvers w ere 
w atched with a  great deal of in terest 
by a large crowd of spectators, and 
when finally the w ayw ard one returned 
to the bosom of the drove a very audi­
ble m urm ur of adm iration w ent up 
from the crowd.—Lynchburg News.

No woman can hide all her Imperfec­
tions from her dressmaker.


