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OIL OX THE WATERS.

“ IT’LL BE A MERRY CHRISTMAS. AFTER 
ALL!” HE EXCLAIMED.

his own kin, but the case was too clear.
• T hat young rascal, Ben!”  he exclaim­
ed and told tho story of the money.

Then Alice had occasion, if never be­
fore, to he thankful for her Quickness, 
" I  don’t th ink Bin looks like a thief, ” 
she said, “ but, uncle, you say you saw 
I he money in your desk juat before he 
came in .”

“ 1 certainly did, ”  said Mr. Father- 
ton.

“ But are you sure you left it there?” 
asked the girl.

1 he old man looked at her in surprise 
I  hen one , motion chased another across 
his ragged features un til presently ha 
sank back in his chair w ith an expres­
sion of great disgust at himself.

1 in surely getting  old, ” he exclaim­
ed. ” 1 put it in the safe and forgot that 
I had done so. Don't let anybody tell 
Ben th a t 1 suspected h im .”

“ But I  told him  last n ig h t,” said his 
mother.

“ Then go quickly and tell him to 
come here till I apologize. You have all 
ot you been t<x> ready to uccuse tha t bov 
all his life. ”

This seemed rather hard to Alice, 
who had certainly never accused Ben 
of anything, but tha t wise young w< m- 
an held her tongue w hile Mrs. Habber- 
ton hurried out of the room.

In a few moments she returned, ex 
claim ing, "H e  is gone!”

Lighthouse 84 was situated about half 
a ndle Irom the m ainland on the point 
of a reef that lay irregularly paralb 1 to 
the shore, leaving plenty of clear water 
between. The coast was ris ky, and the 
light was m aintained as a warning, for 
a vessel that should approach too near 
was liable to be dashed to pieces on h id ­
den rocks anywhere w ithin u mile or 
two.

'1 he lighthouse keeper had a helper, 
so tha t usually there were tw o men < u 
gna. at ,{I. hut have of absence'for one 
of them was obtainable at times, and 
it happen, el a ye ar after Be n Ilabbcrtm  
had left his gram la th er’s lionse- that the 
k« er had g, ne to spend a  few days 
w ith  his tam ily at Christm as time, aial 
Ben. win) was the help, r, was alone i 
the reef.

Bong after midnight Christm as morn 
ing that inqietuouH youth sat up in tl 
lighthouse tower, gazing out at the i, 
nous storm that r. ged und m editat.: 
by no means pleasantly on the events ■ 
the year.

"1 shall go melancholy mad if I sf: ’ 
here long,” he thought. “ It is no 1 
tor u young man. and 1 wish u.,

hadn’t aslo d me not to go to sea again 
I was a fi el to make her even that hall 
pr un i' ■ net to. Well, site knows win r<
1 uin by th is  time, and if she doesn't 
w rite and let me off from what 1 said 
must have here and leek ter somethin 
mi shore. This is m ither land nor sea.

"1 wonder what granddad thinks an

AU'-J *Jc
Confound him ! He ought to know i. 
a H atberton couldn 't be a thief. I t \ 
ju st like him, though, to jum p at i 
conclusion tha t I had done somethi 
wrong. Every one in the family is hat; 
—except me. Hello! W hat’s that?”

He had seen a faint gleam out at set. 
and watching as only a sailor ca 
watch he soon saw another.

“ I t is certainly a rocket,”  he exclaim 
ed, talking to himself as his habit was 
when he was excited. “ Some vessel is 
in distress God help her and all aboard 
if they can ’t keep her offshore, and if 
she is disabled in any way th a t’ll be 
hard work against th is gale. If she’s 
one of these coasting steamers and her 
m achinery 's broken down i t ’s all day 
w ith her, for there 's no anchorage out­
side the reef, and there’s not a chance 
in 5,000 of her driving in behind w ith ­
out striking. ”

It was a coaster, and she was certain­
ly beyond the control of those on board, 
for as he looked rocket after rock* t 
went up in vain appeal, as it seemed 
There was no life saving station w ithin 
15 miles, and B en’s eye was the only 
one th a t saw.

N earer and nearer she came, driven 
by the aw ful power of the worst storm 
Ben had ever seen. Fascinated by the 
sight, he sat as if frozen, watching for 
the tragedy tha t seemed inevitable. He 

, thought of the listle boat below, but it 
i was a hopeless thought. Twenty men 

could not have launched her from the 
rocks in the breakers th a t were dashing 
up, and no one man could have rowed 
her a rod if she had been afloat. All he 
could do was to sit and watch. He 
could see the ship now from tim e to 
tim e as she rose and fell on the waves, 
but every tim e she sank from sight he 
thought must 6urely be the last. He 
knew tho cruel rocks th a t lay below the 
surface.

No earth ly  pilot cold have guided her 
among those rocks to the lee of the reef 
on w hich the lighthouse stood, but it 
was not w ritten  th a t she should be 
wrecked tha t Christm as day. Lying 
helpless in  the trough of the sea, she 
d rilted  past rock after rock till Ben 
saw w ith amazement tha t she was float­
ing in behind the reef, and s till he 
watched w ith strain ing eyes.

Suddenly he sprang to h is feet w ith  a 
shout like i. crazy man, and, rushing 
down the stairway four steps at a time, 
lie seized an ax and a big pannikin in 
the room below and ran out into the 
storm. A thought had come to him of 
one chance in a million, and he was 
a lte r tha t chance.

A single blow smashed in the head of 
a hogshead, and in another instant he 
was scooping out the oil it held w ith 
the pannikin and scattering it like mad 
as ta r  us he could in every direction.
The wind carried it all toward the ves- 
-11. and the great wonder of the si a  was 
w rought almost in a minute, for as the 
oil f ill  the waves abated, so that the 
h.;i was im m ediately in smooth water.

* v. rboard w . nt her anchors as quickly 
is the captain could give the order, anil 
she was safe.

1 * r the r. st of the night Ben watch- 
i d, tl.low ing a little  more oil from tim e 
l - tune, and in tin, morning, the storm 
la v li.g abated, hl rowed out in his 
mail boat to the ship 's side.

As he stepped < n her deck the captain 
greeted him w ith such thanks and 
1 raise as could only be given by one 
who had just been saved from destruc­
tion. Then as tin* passengers crowded 
up to have their say Ben saw, to bis 
amazement, his grandfather, his mother 
i.nd Alice.

" W e  came after yon, my boy." said I 
the old man. “ as soon as yonr letter to 
vi ur m other came. Yon must come 

line II am. this tune to stay "
l  e u  lo i  kul at his mo,ln r and then a: 

lie»' In both their faces he saw what
• looked lor. and then he attsw erid:
" I t ’ll In a n itrry C h rig tn ia sa ftire .il

•an lilad,” he exclaimed w ith  a hapj y 
ugh. And it was.

David A. C r u r is

JANDY"¿ATHAOJIC
JCURE CONSTIPATION

ALL|ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEED
Ready for 
Autumn Business

Our stock of mens and hoys clothing is now com­
plete in all lines, a rd  guaranteed to give entire satis­
faction, as to price and quality. We have the largest 
and best assorted stock of Dress goods to he found in 
any house in the county. In price and quality, w« 
know no competition. We also have an elegant line 
of Ladies and Childrens Capes and Jackets. We have 
the newest and choicest novelties, produced by the 
best makers. We carry all brands of staple goods. 
Our prices are based on competition. You will he 
amply repaid by calling upon us when in town. We 
are always ready and willing to show you throug our 
whether you buy or not.

W. H. MEEKER & Co., Medford, Oregon.

Boyden Sc Nicholson,
T H E  H A RD W A RE kYw

Are displaying the most completo

I k i i t .:. Enamel .
that was ever shown in h

We carry everything usua . 
class Hardware Store, and . r

; '  i r p’ » i n  L
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Next Door to Haskins’ Dru
W n-ryootiy S u ,  .

''« •»rni'-tei'am lv  C all’iii'i c .  the m '«it »"■ 
Orf.ii m Un-al iliscoi (■;•»• o tin ' lire , p e;
■ nuil i i-1-nliinír to the ta- <•. .•-■■■ g<-r 

ml positively on kiilucvs. Uvei- mid !«>»<•,•
■ u.isliur the  em iri! <n'-: ui. tdsot'l 
•It'" tica.lache, lever, habitual . o n s tip a '; 
d.Hil lomuiexH. pi, a3,' buy mio try  :: !>•

■ C . ( ’, t o - d n v ;  III, 2.‘i, .òli c e l l 's .  iS o ld i:
■mn’iteed to cur-' by all d ru  g ists.
See Mackey s ad in another col

| You can 
i  be cured

: limn.
There is no need o f  little children tid­

ing torture ! by scald bead, eczema an- 
-din erb|itions. D eW itt' Witch Hazel 
'.live gives instant relict and cures per­
m anently.—Allison ifc Co.

After hearing some friends con­
tinually praising Chamberlain’s 
Colic, Cholera and Diarrhoea Rem­
edy, Curtis f le c k ,  of Anaheim, Cal 
ifornia, purchased a hottie of it fur 
his own use and is n w as enthusi­
astic over its wonderful work as 

I anyone can he. The 25 and 50, 
'•ent sizes for sale by Gold Hill 
Drug Co.
'm a il pill, safe pill, best pill. D eW itt’s 
Little Early Risers cure hilliotisness 
. onstipation, sick headache.—Allison A 
Co.

I f  you suffer from any o f  the 
ills  o f men, conic to  the oldest 
Specialist on the Pacific Coast, I 
, „ 0 R .  JORDAN & CO., 

k 1081 Market SL Est d 1852. 
V’onoir  m e n  and m i d d l e  , 

i e — , m e n  who are suffering
from the effects o f yoml I . ucreth - ,

I S S i2 K J * “ i !W  ' s-i'l Physical 1
1 ., , e ’, l | l » .v , I in p < « e n e s  I . o . t  ' l a n h . m i l

jnau itscom piic .iin ris ; S—e r in n t o r r h u - n ,
I ■ r i i .la ln r r lH i-n ,  C n iH i ir ' i ir a ,  C U e e t. ,

F r e q u e n c y  o f  Kt r l  Mat Illg, e i e ,  Bv a '
1 combination o f remedies, o f  great c i:.itive po w -
I e ? . - , '  hV’  *2 -'rr- : -sd  his treatment 1
| thatit will not only afford

permanent cure. T he I- lo r d  es not claim to  '
I perform miracles, but fa ■ , .  „  , o a f l :r

and square Physician ai d Surgeon, pre-emiuen* ’
o f  M en .

a» / ’,*, ' i ' f *  ‘h"r'”'«!'l.” "rc..1„'„t,-dfrom  the 
1 « le r r o r ,» .

I » h o  *'B -' IW » N ;o us Will re-| “ I' c o i Z. . ic.ic,"... . o> i,;, r -impinitit.
H iu i f to n io r a  i te m  P O .'-lT IV E C U X E in

I r c r - y  O I -  • -  !. , • »»„e
T h o u sa n d  D o lla r s .
-C onsulta ti.-n  F R E E  a i i  s tr ic tly  o rna te
C H A E dE S per j-  ■ -A e«:
«»isSTm uti lr . r' S' r,J for ‘» ’k, 

r h e  r uloN optii o f  M a rr ia g e ?
tree. (A valuable boc • rm e n j

V I*  IT  D ll. J O B D tlC g
( I r e a t  M  t i s t - i i  it o f  A i i a t o m v  i 

I ‘ he «nest »nd largest Museumofits kind la th e
world. Come and lemn h. w w mderfully y  u I 

, are n.ade; h -a- to av.ud <c,. , an(I ¿„e.-ee.
t  i ir 'V r n ^ e S 11?  E » - ecimeaa. 
'■^EALOGt. E / KEE. Cud or write.

to 5 £  Market Street. San Francisco. Cal.

nitrryChrigtniasaftire.il
lanh.mil

