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Plonesr Steambeating - - Recollections of a
Man Who Ran on One of the Firat Veasels

(Conoluded from lnst week.)

The first car track over the portage
was made n 1851, It was two feet
wide, with fourineh fir seantling for
rails. The care were hauled by mules
had wooden wheels made of fir planks,
and with wooden axles. In fact, there
was no iron in the construetion of either
cars or rond, except the nails used. The
steamer Bell ran from Portland to the
Lower Cascades, to conneot with the
portage railroad, and the steamer Mary
ran above The Dalles. A staunch-built
schooner took the freight from the Bell
to the middle landing, when the wind
was up stream, which was usually the
case for six months, from Octoher to
April. When the wind was down

| stream the Cascade Indians were em-
ployed to tow the schooner. Any num-
ber of them were usually obtainable at
short notice. The railroad terminns
was below the big eddy, where the Hud-
son Bay men had always hauled out
their boats. The place was known to
old pavigators as Cleutchman’s rock.

With a fair wind the schooner would
) sail up in a few hours, but with wind
and weather nunfavorable one or two
days were required to cordell up to the
landing, requiring the services of thirty
to forty Indians, That was why [reight
was $80 a ton from Portland to The
Dalles in early days.

Sometimes the Indians wounld be
drunk, or mad, and eould not be had on
any terms for a week at a time. At
such times freight had 1o lie over until
a crew could be procured. Passengers
usually walked the five miles from the
Lower to the Upper Cascades; at other
times they woere taken in wagons, at the
reasonable charge of $2 for the trip. A
five miles' walk was not much of an ef-
fort in those days for nmen or womem,
When passengers left Portland they did
not know when they wounld get to The
Dalles. I have known the steamer Bell
to be for days at Cottonwood Point,
alraid to pass by Cape Horn in bad
weather. Then one day, and often more,
wonld be taken to make the portage.
Another day took them through to The
Dalles. in most cases, but it might re-
guire three if the middle river was very
strong. The expense of u trip to The
Dalles in those days was reldom  less
than $20. Passengers on those tedions
trips generally passed their time with
cards.  All were on an equality, and to
make up a gawe you wounll olten find
an army officer. u government ewploye,
merchant, mountainecr. prospector, day
) laborer or deck-hand, Times were free
and easy, and so were the people; all
the beauty of sovial equality was illns
trated on the old-time journeys np and
f down the Columbia. Ususlly games
were played “for fun.” drinks or cigars
being paid for by the loser. But in
those times, when money was susy got
and abundunt, made such
travel intervsting with games that made
coin change hands and caused excite
ment 1o all on board. Groupesd about
the card table wonld be an eager muass
of lookers-on, whose interest and absorp-
tion was equal to that of the prineipals
in the games themselves. These game
sters wonld pile np the “slugs” or twen
ties and smoke their cigars with all im
agivable inditference. Gaming was o |
high urt, and unless & man was an artist
he had no right to be in a game,

In those days women were searce. and
men were rongh as & consequencs, The
woimen who traveled were often ol a
class us free and easy as the times, and
their presence was no restraint. Men
played for money then who no douls

men often

now look back and wonder that they
did so. This a topic of interest, and it
is a pity that no historian is at hand to
record the many incidenis of early
travel on the great river of the west, and
relate for future times the story of ear
lier ones. There is romance and wild
interest in this subject that a ready
writer could charmingly illastrate if he
could properly possess the facts.

Another featore of those early times
was the previlence of gold and the little
fear a traveler entertained of losing his
lnere.  The miner wonld have his dast
in n buckskin bag, and roll it up with
his blankets. When He eame aboard
the boat one and another threw their
blankets in a pile, and went about with
no fear that some maranding thiel
would get away with it. Skilled thiev-
ery is a produet of eivilization, “un ont-
growth of scciety,” and had not fonnd
enongh of these inspiring canses on
the Columbia river to induee its pres-
ence here early in the fiftiee. That
other prodnct of civilization, the tramp,
was unknow here at that time. There
is hardly an instance known where
losses occurred on tne little steamer
that earried the traflic of those days
Travelers by land and by water handled
their gold dust or eoin with a freedom
and confidence in eommon honesty
that spoke well for the times and the
human nature that was peculinr to
them.

At the lower Cascades we stopped
over night with Mr. Hamilton, a kind-
hearted man of the pioneer ern; his
wife being of the same material—per-
haps a little more so. A Mr. Griswold
kept a house at the middle landing.
Every man carried a roll of blankets
for his bedding, and every woman as
well. At the upper landing hotels were
kept by Bush and the Bradfords. Their
tables were supplied with “the best the
market afforded,” which meant salt
pork that came round “the Horn,” and"
salmon that was trying to climb the
swilt water at the Cascades. Potatoes
grew thereabouts, and were always
worth §1 to 2 a bushel. The land
from the upper o the lower Cascades
was all claimed by the speculative set-
tlers in 1850 and '51. The title of the
upper Uascades claim was contestod for
many years, and finally was won by the
Bradford side. Bush was defeated after
a long and angry strife, that cost each
side a great deal of money.

In the winter of 18506 the Bradiords
constructed another wooden railroad,
stronger and betler than the first, and
standard gauge., Gold hus been dis
covered in the Similkamesn country
and on the upper Columbia. Owing to
this discovery, and the Indian war that
followed, travel and business had in-
erensed beyond the facilities of trans
portation at the Cascades. Thut was
the first gold discovery east of the Cas-
cade range, and the first prospectors
were from Salem.  Louis Westacott was
one of the first discovers, The first
season after this discovery the two men,
Jo Dailey and Giles, cleared $60,000
pussing freight over the little two-foot
gauge road,.  About the time Col. Ruck-
les began & wagon road on the Oregon
side, and when finished the little Waseo
moved its landing o that
worked in conjunction with the steamer
Fashion. These two lines had all the
freight l]u'}' could earry und besides

sidde and

had full presenger lists.

Col. Ruekles had no capital when he
commenced work on his portage enter-
prise, but he alterwunds enlisted a Mr,
Olmstean. In I8E they conmenced
the construction of u wouden traek for &
tamway on the Uregon side of the Cas
cades. This they put through to the
widdle landing, and conld hold the
other company level in work. Freight
bad been $80 per wn, and passage $10
o The Dalles, but it now decreased to
$40 and $5.  Ruckles & Co. completed
the first through track to the Lower
(Cascades, now koown as Hooneville;

distance five miles, and in 1864 placed
the first iron horse on tha track, which
was the first locomotive in Oregon.
The locomotive only ran two and a hall
miles, where the road was subantially
built. Over the other hall of the way
the cars were hauled by mules. In '64
they kept one hundred men employed
to pass freight over this road. The
Bradford road had, meanwhile, become
#0 worn out that they hired Ruckles &
Co. to pass their [reight over that road
while they were rebuilding thelr own
truck and laying iron mails on it from
the Upper to the Lower Caseades, It
was nbout the this time the two com-
puanies consolidated.

In those years we had many social
gatherings at Col. Ruckle's where wood-
choppers wero the elite, Freight now
went back to the north side and the

south side or Oregon road went o
decay,
Weekly Crop Report.

Cicauo, July 17=The following ceop
summary will be printed in this weeks
edition of the Farmer's Reviow
Drought throughout the SNorthwestern
states is injared all crops more or less,
Corn, although not materially damaged
%0 far, is commencing to show the effects
o the dry season, and must sufler con-
siderubly if rain does not fall soon and
in sufficient quantity. Asa resnlt of the
dronght the oat crop is ripening too fust
and will hardly make threequurters of
an average crop if the drought continues.
Estimates of the average yield of winter
whent in the different states are as [ol-
lows : Sixteen counties in Illinois ifteen
Lbushels. This is & fuiling off' of two
bushels as compered with our report of

last week, Morgan county reports a

ield as high as twenty-five bushels, and
f’u[munlow as eight bushels. Twelve
counties in Indiana give an average of
tifteen bushels per acre.  Four Kunsus
counties report a yield of seventeon
bushels, but others report retnrns as
light to very poor. For the whole state
the yield is undoubtedly poor. Four
counties in Kentucky give eleven bush-
els, Three Michigan counties give thir
teen bushels. Eleven counties in Mis
souri report an average yield of nineteen
and oae-hall bushels. Ounr Ohio reports
indieate a fair to good yield of wheat,
but tigures are not given. Reports from
Wisconsin place the yield from oo
teen Lo twenty bushels por acre.

Reports on the condition of spring
wheat sre a8 follows: Ninetesn coun-
ties in Towa place the avernge at 72 per
cent. Carroll, Cass, Clayton, Howand,
lowa, Keokuk and Madison counties
cannot state an average, the crop being
almost totally destroyed by inseots
Eleven counties in Minnesota place the
condition at T1 per eent.  Twelve coun
ties in Nebraska report an average con
dition of 84 per cent, and seven eounties
in Dakota BY per cent.

Cheap Palut and Good Whitewash

In reply to your inquiry lor
somwe cheap material with which to
cover an old barn whose boards are so
weatherbeaten as to be unfit for paint,
we recommended the following: Skim-
milk 2 qts, fresh slackened lime 8 oz,
linseed oil 6 oz, white Bugundy piteh 2
oz, spanish white 3 Ibs.  The lime is 1o
b sluked in water exposed w the s
and then mixed with about one-fourith
of the milk. the oil in which the pitch is
dissolved w be added a little st & time
then the rest of the milk, and after
wanls the spanish white, This will do
for 25 yurds of two coats and will pro-
duce white. H desirable, color can be
made with various substances,

The following recipe for whitewash is
excollent . Add to one peek of white
stove lime while it is glaking, 1 b of tal-
low and 2 qts of strong rock salt brine,
Thin to & proper eonsistency and apply
with & whitewash brush. The tallow
repels moisture and the salt hardens
the lime. Colors may be produced hy
adding common pigments.  Again
take ope part of fine sand. two parts of
wood ashes, three parts of slacked lime,
sift through a fine sieve or screen, mix
well and stir with linseed ail o the con-
sistoncy of paint, Add & livde lamp
black w the color if wanted. This is
& very cheap and desirable paiot and
equaliy rnud on wood or brick, being
fire proof. Apply ss other paints are
applied
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About Fruit Evaporators.

Sareym Or, July 20, 1887,
Editor Willamette Farmer:

Having seen a good many  references
lately to the large evaporntor to be con-
structed in the town, That it is to be
of great benefit to the town, to employ
seventy-five or eighty hands; give a
market for all the surplus fruit ete,, and
having heard the systems spoken of, as
possessing unusual merit. I have taken
the trouble to investigate to see whether
we are likely to receive all the benefit
from this concern that we are promised
(on paper). Now one word in reference
to the motive of this article. I have
no fight to make on any legitimate en-
terprise, no matter where it hails from,
and wish all to sneceed who are en
titled to, and further believe in any en-
terprise to either sneceed or fail upon
ita. merits. 1 bave been a resident of
this town for upwards of two decadoes,
and I ean truly say that I am desirous
for the success of any enterprise that
will advapce the best interests of the
town. But to return to the evaporator,
I find by aclose perusal of Trescott &
Co.'s pamphlet taken together with the
cuts given of the machine that it
very closely resembles the old Alden
process ; in fact were it not bought
from under another name any one con-
vorsant with tha Alden Dryer woula
say at once that it was the Alden pro-
cess. Now as the Trescott Co. have
used the main principles of the Alden
Dryer let us see what has been done in
Oregon with them,  There has been es
tablishments put up at MeMinnville,
Oregon City, Salem, Monmonth, Eugone
Oity, and one I believe over in Coos
county. I have yet to lewrn that they
(any of them) were ever a dollars profit
to their owners ; while to take the Salem
ostablishment, 1 have it from the owner
direct that it cost him $9.000 to learn
that it cost him more to dry fruit on the
Alden dryer than he<ould atford to sell
it for, Now what assurance have we
that the Trescott Co. using the same
principles in their machines will have
any better snccess. The trouhle was
not with the Alden frait for it stands
high in the markets even now and they
made & No. 1 guality of frait. Bat it
oo mach o operate the dryer.
I am told this new concern pro-
posed to  bleach all their fruit and
put up nothing bot w strictly first-class
article packed in good shape; right here
[ wish to say that I think the perni-
cious practice of bleaching fruir. has
done more to injure the dried froit busi
ness in Oregon than all other causes
combined. As it destroys the natural
flavor of the fruit; with unbleached
fruit one can esuily tell the variety
right along. while with the bleached
article, this is impossible, and it slso
enables the Com nisgion men o tarn off
for No. 1 fruit, that which will not give
satisfaction, [ hold that it is impossible
to improve on the oatural lavor, sl
whenever vou destroy that natural flavor
(ns is plways done Lo o greater or less
extent by bleaching) you injure Lhe
fruit just to that extent.  Aguin, I am
lll]i‘ |-.§' the stockholders of
pany. that they bave an extensive ae
quaintance of the regnirements of the,
frul. markets of the East, and will be
whle o dispose of their gools to advi t
age. 10 this is the
why they devote so much space in their
pamphlet to advertising
honses. Under the head of “Sugges
tion.” they get ofl’ the following

*We wonld suggest to those who con
templaie shipping their own fruit w, 1y
all means, ship to a relinble commission
house, and not drown the market your
selves, for, by so doing. it has u tendency
to weaken trade.  In the long run, it is
better o select o reliable house and

st

this com

g I div not see

Coinmission

stick to it"

As the commission men Lave the
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fruit growers of Oregon, in their clutches,
I think it far better for them to run a
house of their own where the fruit can
be sold on ils merits, so that those who
have good froit can sell it for its true
value. I think the possibilities of the
froit buisness in Oregon can searcely be
realized, but it must be worked up on
solid principles, The day is past in
Oregom, when the Alden Fruit Dryer or
any other operating, on the same prin-
ciple, can be made n snccess financially.
I remember having seen some of the
soconlled choice bleached Alden fruit, in
a Portland commission house, in June
1880, which were sold at four and a half
or five cents per pound, and it was all
boxed up and rated No. 1. We have
had two seasons with such prices ruling,
and 1 attribute the samo mostly to the
hleached fruit and the commission men,
Hoping to sea the time in Oregon, when
Dryers and frait can be sold on their
I um respectlully yours,
Rusticvs.

mMeris,

The Year's Production of Cold.

New Youg, Juy 18-—~The World, in
an «ditor al t_-day. rays: “The report
of tl e director of the mint will be about
the most intereting and instrctive doe-
ument to bo issued from the govern-

ment printing office this year. It shows
thut the total production of gold in the
United States lnst year was 869,000,

an increaso of 3,008,000 over that of
the previons year, so that instead of ex-
hausting our mines, us some experts
predicted would be the case soon, we
are actunlly incrensing our production
ol precious metals.  Calilornia, the pio-
neer, not content with having come to
the front as a grower of grain and froit,
still leads all Seates in her yield of gold,
being eredited lust your with §19.720..
(KN, Calorado  Turaishes '-l;”ﬂ”"':
Montana, SLA25,000 ; Nevida, $3,000,
OO0 Dakota, $2,700000; Tdaho, $1,800,-
000, amd Arizona $1, 110000, Alaska
produced $UGB000 last  year, aguiost
FI00000 in 1885, so that il she keops
adding o her gold  product at this ral
she will soon have puid for herself.
Georgin, New Mexico, the Carolinas,
Oregon, Utsh and Washington aggre-
gintedd $11,227,5600,

American Ma azine for 1887

This worthy publication is aguin with
us and and we are more pleased than
before with it. The character of the
mutter it containg and the excollence of
its illustrations are much improved ever
the first number  The following authors
contribute tw the August number; Dr,
W. F. Hutehinson, an article on Vensz-
neln, H. Edgar Faweett's, serial story
i=  continued ; Julinn Hawthorne, in
“Nilluge Types,” contributes sketches of
tvpienl charweter, soch ax almost an
American village can produce, Mr.
Huwthore doss good service by sembal
ing them before they go away. An in-
teresting sketeh of the Jnstices of the
superior Court, by Z. L. White, sccom-
}umiwl by engravings is an entertaining
cature, Together with wany  other
well known authors,

Jeaunle Winston Coming.

We understand that the Pyke Upera
Compauny will be in Sulem on Thursduy
and Friday, July 28th and 20th, The
we'lknown  and  popular  Jeannie

jon Lhose days named

Winston is the leading singer in thia

company.  Bhe has never performed in
Salem. bt many of our towns people
bave beou o anxions to hear her that
they have tuken the trouble w go Port
landd to bear ber, =0 we shall expect Lo
#ouu crowded house at the Opers House
They will place
two poptilar operas upon the stage, one

earch  uignt, Fuortber  anononncement
will e mnde next week, Prices as
Lislin

fitnte Agrizuliural Coliege.

This we | known iostitation of learns

ing has jus’ issned s 220 annual  estas

logue of the oflicers und  students, and
general ru'es and regulations  During
the last year there was 110 stulonts on
rolled.  Then were two graduates the
lust year, The school year is divided
ko thiree berms, aod the fiest oo will
begin Reptember Tthe  For further in-
formution, address B, L. Avned, Presis

dent, Corvallis, Oregon
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