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Sacosssful Formation of the Provisional Gov-
ernment of Oregon.

Regulating the currency was at-
tempted and really worked well at that
moneyless period. Gold and silver of
course were recognized, also acceptances
of solvent merchants, wheat that was
merchantable, at market price if stored
in mills or warehouses ; all of these were
made of lawful tender for all debts, but
any special contract made to the con-
trary was to hold good. W. G. T'Vault
was appointed postmaster-general, for
this people attempted to organize some
sort of & postal service, a subject we
will inquire into more fully hereafter to
lodrm how he succeeded. It will be in-
teresting to look up the persons who
were prominent in pioneer annals and
trace their histories. Some, of course,
were men whose names are household
words, but it is their due to be honored
as they desorve, and have their modest
lives given as examples to those who
come after them.

Pronouncing against slavery ocaused
no dissatisfaction, for even the few pro-
slavery people here acquiescea freely to
the popular voice. It was known that
the free-soil sentiment was largely in ex-
cess, 8o slavery had no champions. But
the vole against whisky was quite an-
other matter. While it is true that the
majority—a great majority, too—favored
prohibition, it is equally true that then,
a8 now, ardent spirits had ardent friends
—men who nid not fear Indian mas-
sacres 80 long as they themsolves could
drink and sell it to others to do the same.
The influence of this interest was exer-
cised in 1846 to repeal the existing law
prohibiting the sale of apirits, and exer-
cised with success. A bill passed to
license, instead of to prohibit. Gov.
Abernethy returned it with his veto, but
it was carried over the veto by a vote of
eleven to five, and then, for the first
time, a man could legally become intox.
wated in Oregon,

By this time all classes had become
reconciled to the existence of the pro-
visional government. Even the Hud-
son's Bay company gave its assenl and
its leading men filled seats in the legis-
lature. Also, by changes and amend-
ments made, the organic law was ma-
terially strengthened and improved in
many respects. The government of
Oregen, as linally instituted, was digni-
fied and sufficiently powerful and hon-

o Ored to command respect from foreign.
ers who visited the country. The legis
lative assembly finally consisted of sixty
members, and was a dignified and really
capable body of men. Its system ol
laws showed this, for, though in some
few points the legistation was weak, in
the most important features it was ocor-
rect and served admirably to govern a
prosperous people. In disregard of the
prejudice existing against British inter-
ests, the laws were framed with careful
regard to the rights of all, and every
message urged loyalty to the home gov-
ernment of the citizen as well as to that
of Oregon, Without money, withont
eredit to command means, and with no
money market to rely on for assistance,
this far-off community suceseded in all
respects, and when in time it surren
dered control to the gevernment insti-
tated by the United States, Oregon had
no debt ta burden its future and no blot
to shadow its present or future.

This infant state was not without its
trials, withal. In the evening of the
Caynse war, that resulted from the
Whitman massacre, we see & crisis of no
small magnitude and importance, Ac-
tion was necessary, and that speedy. To
understand the power of this govern-
ment we need only relate that in thir-
teen days from the time the news
reached the governor and the state log-

islature a volunteer force was raised,
equipped and transported to The Dalles,
East of the Cascades, upon the field of
danger. That, too, when there was no
transportation facilities other than ca-
noes and batteaux. While this shows
the character of the times, it speaks
plainly of pioneers, whose ready re-
sponse to the call to arms made the ac-
tion of their provisional government
comparatively an easy task.

Judge Thornton says that Dr. Whit-
man told him in 1847, the yenr previous
to the massacre of the dangers that sur-
rounded him at Waulatpii, and said he
looked to the establishment of a terri-
torial government by congross as his
only menns of salety from massacre,
and the destruction of the mission
by the savages, If congress had
acted sooner and hml showed the
power of the government here in time,
by establishing a territorial government,
with military posts to properly awe the
Indians, the terrible trugedy that stained
the banks of the Walla Walla river with
so much innocent blood, and cost so
many valuable lives, would never have
oceurred.  Oh, how many such murders
has the government of the United States
cansed by its delays, and its failures to
fulfill its promises! This one, alone, sac-
nficing as it did Whitman’s and other
lives, cannot be attoned for, This shows
us what the pioneers who made Oregon,
sacrificed, and what they dared to do to
hold this region for the United State. All
they suflered and endured, if summed
up in words, would make a volume of
thrilling interest. It does sometimes
seem that the American congress has a
world of eriminality to answer for. It
was criminal that people situated as our
Oregon pioneers were for ten years, while
they watched and waited for the coming
of our flag, and the protection it gnaran-
teed, should have had for one moment
to endure the indifference of a congress
that listened unmoved to memorials that
came three thousand miles by land, or
seventeen thousand miles by sea, and
heard, without appreeiating, the ardent
speaches made by such men as Benton,
Linn and Douglas, in our behalf,

The provisional government of Orogon,
that commenced in 1841 and that went
went through many changes and amend-
ments, lasted for a memorable epoch.
It found Oregon, in 1841, with a mere
handful of American citizens, elaiming
recognition from the mother conntry.
Throogh eight years of changes and
vivissitudes  Oregon  became  slowly
stronger in numbers and its provisional
organization becama better perfect by
the wisdom of its pioneer legislative
power. During that eight yoars the
scarce more than one hundred citizens
were increased to thouwsands. Gold be-
ing discovered, the golden gates were
opened to all the nations. Oregon wus
no longer isolated, remote, solitary and
unknown. but was beeome known and
appreciated by all the world. Congress
passed an act of ocganization August,
1848, and in March, 1849, Governor Jo
Lane awrrived and assumed the reins of
government. The provisionul govern-
ment then dissolved and was known no
more as & ruling power, but throngh all
her history, be it through days of ter
ritorial dependence or the pride of later
statehood, there is not any period of
which her eitizens can be more justly
proud, not if he live a decade of cen-
turies from now, than of the “pioneer
days" in “the forties,” when the stalwart
yeomen of that period framed their own
government, made and exeouted their

own laws and conquered peace when
the worst of savages made war.

Advices from the West coast of
Alrica say that natives attacked and
p.hmdmui Eoglish and French settle-
ments, burning villages and torturing
and m native inhabitants, They
Attem to capture the English and
French stations where were stored goods
of value. After four days of seige an
English gun boat came and drove them
m French station repulsed them

@orreggondency.

Letter From Monmouth.
MoxmouvTn, June 6, 1887,
Editor Wilamette Farmer :

Our small town is all astir over the
prospects of Commencement week. The
programme s as follows: Enteriain-
ment 8 p. m. Sunday, June 12th, Bae-
calaureate sermon by Prof. 8. (3. Irvine,
of Albany, 11 a.m. Monday, June 13th
students reunion, 8 p. m. Tuesday,
June 14th, annual meeting of Board of
Trustees, 10 a. m. Tuesday, June 14th,
entertainment by Athletic Association,
8 p. m. Wednesday June 15th, Gradna-
tion Day. Exercises beginning at 10 a,
m. Usual address by Prof. R, K. War-
ren, Principal of Portland High Sehool.
The Normal senior olass, which consists
of fifteen membaers, the Colleginte 3rd,
and the Commereinl 2d, planted their
olass tree on the college grounds, Satur
day June 4th. The programme was
very interesting. It was opened by
music by the band. Miss Minnie
Wade's recitation was well rendered,
Rev. Murgatroid, of Independence, de-
livered the address, which was highly
appreciated by all.  Miss Sarah Cabit
recited in & very able manner, a poem
on “Our Class Tree.” The class song,
the words of which were composed by
Mr. Roy Lewis, was very good. After
these exercises the band followed by
the class and faenlty, lod the way to the
groundn, where a few appropriate re
marks were made by Mr. B, F. Mulkey,
and the class tree poem was read by its
anthor, Miss Minnie Wade. The class
tree song was composed by J. A. Buch-
annon, After each momber of the class
had taken his turn in putting the dirt
round their tree. The andience retived
to the fir grove on the college campus,
where a bountiful supper was served by
the women of town. After supper the
young people amnsel themselves with
oroquet and other games. The Athletic
Association’s new building is almost
completed, und presents & very neat ap
pearance. Mrs, M. J. Morris and her
daughter Ada, of Turner, wers the guests
of Miss Clara Hilleary, last week. Sun-
day, June Hth, the 8, 5. had some very
interesting exercises. The services in
the evening were dovoted to children,
Mrs. Dr. Byrd, of Salem, is visiting her
parents, Mr. and Mm., Wolverton.

C. A, Hitreary,

A Hog Ouse

PLeasaxt Home, May 21, 1887,
Editor Willamette Farmer:

The minds of our people are not as
tranquil as in by-gone days, for one man
has enforced the hog law, and where he
soos it is violated, he has the offenders
brought to trinl. The other day there
was & lawsuit in consegqnence of the vio-
lation of law by letting the hog run at
large. The citizens et at an informal
meeting, and all agresd to be neighbor-
ly and not inforce the luw against each
other. All were present, but the con-
tending party, who makes it a busifess
to make the people abide by the law.
The law should not apply to u timbered
region like this, where all can keep good
fences, and where there is =0 wuch waste
land as here, where nothing but hogs
can ever reach, No one ever thought
they were a damage bt rather & benefit
to kill thistles und feros which abound
all over the soil  Nothing more than
a bit of coutrary work prompted by ill
will towards their neighhor, wonld ever
cause anyone person 10 make & commu
nity such unpleasantness as this has
done. The result thus far has been one
lawsuit, and one trial and one person
bound over to the grand jury for $1,000,
Much trouble and anxiety will be the
future result to the contending parties,
by the time they get clear from the law.

Farmers are jubilant over the fine
weather that has of late dawned upon

us. Most the planting is done. Bome

potatoes yot to plant, Orient saw mill
is moving down on the river, a short
distance from Portland ; it isfowned by
Robt. Bmith, a former partner. We re-
grot its going, as it has been a great
benefit to our vicinity, furnishing lum-
ber at home. Cuuse of removal, being
too far from the R. R., make expen-
ses very heavy hauling with teams,
Suceess attend their foture aims.
I B,

Weather Report for May, 1887,

Eora, Or., June 1, 1887.
Editor Willamette Farmer:

During May, 1887, there were 10 days
during which rain fo1l, and an aggre.
gate of 837 inches of water. There
were 8 clear and 13 fair days.

The mean temperature for the month
wias 056,80 deg. Highest daily mean
temperature for the month 85 deg. on
the 29. Lowest daily mean temperature
36 deg. on the 11,

Mean temperature for the month at
2 o'clock P, M, 65.20 deg. The highest
temperature for the month was 06 deg.
at 4 o'clock P. M., on the 20. Lowest
tomperature 32 deg. at 7 o'clock A. M,
on the 11, Frost ocourred on the 11.

The prevailing winds for the month
were from the SW during 12 days, 8 2
days, N 17 days,

During May, 1886, there were 11 rainy
days and L5356 inches of water, { olear,
9 fair, and 2 cloudy days. Mean tem-
peraturx for the month, 5608 degrees.
Highest daily mean temperature 71 deg.
on the 2, Lowest daily meantempera-
ture for the month 54 deg. on the 11,

T. Prearce,

The Time Fixed for the Annual Grange
Plonie at JefMerson.

Time for holding the snoual grange
pienic under the auspices of the Linn
county business conneil has been fixed
for the 234, 24th, and 25th of Jous, at
the usual place on the south fork of the
Santiam river at Jefferson, Hon, W,
Cyrus, ol Scio, has been appointed pres-
president, and Hon. Chas. Miller, of
Jefferson, marshal for the oceasion,
Eminent speakers from different por-
tions of the state will be present. A
large attendance promisel.

Inspecting Sheep.

J. W, Bluke, Gilliam county’s efficient
stock inspector, has about completed his
semi-annual tour of inspection. Out of
about eighty bands examined up to Mon-
day last, be had found fourteen bands
infected with soab, This is moch less
than in Crook or Wasco counties, Tt is

reported that the inspector of Crook
county, when he had examined about
sixty bands, had only found about ten
bands free of disease.  The total number
ol sheep inspected by Mr. Blake was
124,000, pot counting lambs, and the
total number in Gilliam county, not
counting lambs estimated at 135,000, —
Fossil Journal.

Under the eaption of “Benefits of
Fall Seeding,” the La Grande Gazeiie
saye: There are many reasons why it
pays to sow wheat in the fall instead of
waiting till the busy spring season de-
mands a rush of the work. This is an
impartant matter. It makes just the
difference of a farmer being in a position
to crowd his work, instead of having his
work crowd lim.  With his seed in the
ground, he has ample time to turn his
attention in many needed directions in
the spring season. There is this much
in fall seeding fram an economical view
—for there is just as much economy in
time as in materinl,  All fall-sown grain
i» up high, and has a deep green and
thrifty appearance, the ground under
neath being sufficiently shaded to retain
the largest possible amount of molsture,
A great deal of the wheat on the Band-
ridge is fall sown, and no fields of grain
ever looked more promising.

The fruit erop about Macleay will be
very light this season. Grain and other
farm products look well yet, but a lew
more such hot days as last Bunday will
cut them short; so says a corres
pondent.

A small force is at the Cascades and
pot much work can be done at the
canal there until the river falls.

The Orexon Commisalon.

Our Oregon Railroad Commissioners
have done a good thing, and we hope it
will bear good fruit, in making direct
suggestions 1o the Oregon Railway and
Navigation Company for reduction of
their charges.

We give the document in full, as
follows :

Satem, June 3.—The railnoad com-
mission, through its eclerk, has sent to
the officials of the O, R. & N. Company
at Portland the following recommenda-
tion for construction of proper depot
facilitios at The Dalles, and a schedule
of rates on wheat, wool. ete. :

“Recommendations for depot facilities
at Dalles City, Oregon—The
having examined the condition of The
Dalles as respects depot accommodation,
and finding that said city is without a
depot building or other facilities for the
accommedation of the traveling public
arriving and departing therefrom, would

fully represent to the Oregon
Railway & Navigation Company and ita
lessecs, that : the commission deom the
early construction ol depot buildings at
said point a matter of great importance,
and would recommend that snitable
depot buildings be at once constructed.
with such secommodations as will moeet
the requirements and necessitios of said
city, This recommendation is urged
for the reason that the present arrange-
ment for stopping passenger trains,
partly in the street and partly over Mill
orevk, is inconvenient, unsatisfactory
and even dangerous.”

REDUCTION OF RATES.

Following is its recommendation for
a reduction of rates : “The Board would
recommend to the O, R, & N. Company
that its tarifl of rates on wheat, L
oats, barley, rye, farina, flaxsced and
potatoes be reduced to the followin
schedule of rates: When in oarl
lots of 20,000 pounds, from all points
east within the State of Oregon to Port-
land, Oregon :  Rates per 100 pounds :
The Dalles, SBummit and intermediate
points, 13 cents; Celilo, Deschutes and
intermediate points, 16 cents; Grrant's,
John Day,Quinnand intermediate points,
17 conts ; Blalock's, Arlington, Willows,
Shipsburg, Castle Rock, Coyote, Stokes
and intermediate points, 18 cents;
Umatilla Junction, Foster, Echo and
intermedinte Poiull. 19 conter Barnhart,
Pendleton, Eastland, Adams, Center-
ville, Cayuse, La Grande, Union North
Powder, Baker City, Huntington, Cold
Springs, Juniper, Millon, Blue Mount-
ain and intermediate points, 20 cents,
And the Board would also recommend
that the Orofnu Railway & Navigation
Company reduce their tarifl of rates on
wool, when in sacks or comprossed bales,
to the following schedule of rates, to-
wit: From all points east within the
HState of Oregon to Portland, rates per
100 pounds: Rowena, The Dulles and
intermediate points, 874 cents; Celilo,
DesChutes and intermediate points, 45
cents ; Grant's, John Day, Quion, Bla-
lock’s, and intermedivie points, 5 cents ;
Alkali, Willows, Coyote, Umatilla Junc-
tion and intermediate points, G0 cents;
Foster's, Echo and intermediate points,
66 eents ; Barnhart, Pendleton and in-
termedinte points, Th cents; Cayuse,
Huntiogton and intermedinte points,
16 cents; Centerville, Blue Mountain,
Milton and intermediate points, 76
cents; Cold Bprings, Juniper and inter-
mediate points, 70 cents,

The present rate per ton of shipments
on flour, wheat, ete, from The Dalles is
#4 per ton, and the rate recommended
is #3, n reduction of 20 per cent.  Other
reductions have been recommended on
about the same basis.

Comnissioner Slater and Waggoner
returned  this morning from Canby,
where they went W examine into & com-
plaint against the O, & C. The matter
has been  considered, but no aetion
taken.

THE BAILROAD BRIDGE,

The Oiegon Railway & Navigation
Compuny to-day filed with the Secrotary
of Btawe 11» acceptance of the terms of
the net possed by the lest lLegislature,
by which they were authorized Lo con-
struct & bridge across the Willamette at
Portland. This company has also filed
an sgreement, as required in said act, Lo
employ none but white labor in con-
struction of the bridge. Under the
terms of the b::;‘ cou::rumiun ol the
bridge must in within six months
alter the pasage of the act, and the
structure must be completed within two
yoars from that date,

‘Drugs, toilet articles, including
combs and band-glass, can be found in

endless variety at the Port Drug Com-

pany No. 100 State street, Salem.
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