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THE JOURNEY OF THE WALDOS AND THE
APPLEGATES ACROSS THE PLAINS.

S0 long as the beautiful hills that
skirt the foot of the Cascade range in
Marion connty thall stand, the name of
the grand old pioneer, Dan Waldo, will
be held in rememberance, and so long
as the generation that knew him shall
exist there will be a warm regard, in
true, loving hearts for the bluff and al-
most rough manneved, but really kind
hearted and generous settler, who took
up the first permanent home in that hill
region. It is only right that history
should do justice to one who was so
prominent in our early times and gave
character and impress to them,

Dan Waldo was born in Virginia, but
removed in his early munhood to Gas
conade county, Mo., where his son Wil-
liam Waldo, who &0 honorably bears the
name, and probably the other living son,
Judge John B, Waldo, of the SBupreme
Court of Oregon, were born. The elder
Waldo manufactured lumber and rafted
down to 8t. Louis, and met with so much
sucoess in the business that he was able
to purchase 2400 acres of good land in
8t. Clair county Mo., where he resided
and was reasonably prosperous at the
time of coming to Oregon. His family
was growing up there, consisting of
three sons and four daughters, but they
suffered greatly from malarin sod were
often down with fever and ague. This
was a great drawback to the region. Bo
much sickness was a great disadvantage
and made them look with favor on any
proposition to remove to a more healthy
climate.

At this time—1842—Benton and Linn
were making Oregon known through
the State ol Missouri, and advocating
settlemont there. What struck these
Missouri families was the promise of im-
munity from the sickness that made liv-
ing in that State so distressing. The
near neighbor of the Waldos was Jesse
Applegate, and not far away were the
two other Applegate brothers, Charles
and Lindsay. They occasionally met,
and as they had much in common, even
to being staunch supporters of Henry
Clay, they naturally sympathized and
harmonized. Their attention became
directed to Oregon, and they found out
all they could from local sources; this
included the reports made by mountain
men who had been here, or who had
learned from comrades who had visited
western Oregon. Benton told of this
country in his speeches, and all informa-
tion was favorable. Early in the winter,
January 1853, Whitman reached the
frontier on his return east, by the
famous winter journey made with
Lovejoy.

Mr. Wm. Waldo was then a lad of ten
years and well remembers the many dis-
cussions held around the fireside, as
well as elsewhere, with neighbor Apple
gate, and the final determination arrived
at to emigrate after reading the St
Louis papers that Whitman had arrived
from Oregon and promised to pilot back
an emigration in the spring and take
wagons through to the Columbia river,
No person has & better memory than a
boy of ten years whose mind is open to
impressions and to whom all the world
is new. Youug Waldo had a clear recol-
lection of the circumstances that led up
to their departure for Oregon; of the
news coming by the newspapers that
Whitman had returned and would pilot
s company back. This news was the
turning point with the Waldos and de-
termined them w come—was the furn-
ing of sufficient inducement for their
coming to Oregon. From their neigh-
borhood no one ventured but the Waldo
and their {amilies, and these talked on
the matter and encouraged each other

all winter. Besides the great induee-
ment of a healthful climate they had a
promise—or almost that—al receiving a
section of land for every family, and this
land donation made a great difference
with many who went. As we have
shown, Dan Waldo owned 2400 acres of
excellent land. The Applegates were
also land owners, and all four of the
families that came away from Missouri
left behind large landed interests thaet
could not be sold. They lelt their farms
and homes as valuable as they could
expect to find, for the hope ef finding a
botter and more healthful climate and
being near the great ocean. It is more
than possible that Whitman's appeal for
Americans to ocoupy the country and
save it to the Union had some force with
many who went. They rather encour-
aged themselves by the thought that
they might hear the British lion growl
and help to file off his claws. At any
rate they came, and by their coming
produced great results,

We must do justice as we go along to
the pioneer women, who often did their
part with no historian to record their
deeds. Very often all they did was the
mere work of earing for the family, but
that was done under circumsiances that
now seem heroic. To have well ncted
the part of mother and wife on the
plains and after arrival here was enough
to deserve honorable mention, Mrs.
Waldo, however, acted her part so well
that Oregon owes her much. The time
eame when the four families had to de-
cide if they would go, or no. All the
talk had been done and it was only
necessary to deternnne what course o
take. If they were to stay no emergen-
oy existed, and the families went on
their plodding ways. If Oregon was the
goal they had much to do. The mak-
ing ready was no trivial affair. Wagons
that would do at home would not do for
a trip of two thousand miles; the best
horses and eattle for teams, the bes!
cows for the Oregon range—all theso
matters demanded attention. Harness
must be made or mended, ox bows and
yokes moade,

Word came that Indians were hostile
and the way dangerous. One and an-
other thought of discouragements and
uttered protests. It was a critical time,
when a feather’'s weight might turn the
sonle, and a great deal more than that

turned it—towards Oregon. Mra. Waldo, |

though a little woman, possessed firm-
ness and resolution of no eommon order,
All winter she had listened and silently
acquiesed with the determination to go
west,  All her plans had been shaped for
Oregon, and when in early spring the
neighbors met to conclude what course
to take, she was full of iunterest. Sne
caught the many objections urged for
the first time and saw the rapid change
effected in the minds of all as the ques-
tion of emigration was presented, It
was no trivial matter to leave homes
and farms and the thousand things ac-
cumulated by hard toil, and outfit for
two thousand miles of desert travel, to
find unknown dangers on all the way
and no certainty as to the country they
sought to make their home, It is no
wonder that the promises of Benton
faded and the coming of Whitman
ceased o inspire and that at the
final moment all the men-—as stalwart
men s poineers are made of too—were
willing w drop the question and stay in
Missouri.

There was & moment then when, un-

less some interposing force came to the
rescue, Oregon would have loast her
Waldos and her Applegates. The inter-
posing came in the person of a woman,
Just as the question hung in the balance
Mrs. Waldo took up the argument. As
for fearing the Indians, there would be
a large force of emigrants, and toey
gonld go through any hostile couniry;
as for staying in Missouri, to endure
sickness and be threatened with death,
she asserted ihat by comparison no
country bad terrors for her. Bhe had
rather go live in an Indian country, and

from all they heard of Oregon gave her
voice for the road aeross the plains to
reach there. There was no combatting
such argument. If a woman could
stand the journey all the men eould; if
she was not afraid of the Pawnees and
Sioux they were not. They went home,
all, and went to work to prepare for the
long journey, and Oregon owes it to-day
to that one pionecer wile and mother
that the families named eame to Oregon.
Woman's voice may be slow of utter-
ance, but is very pointed when thus ut-
tered.

Mrs. Waldo was of a southern family
and they met and married in Gasconade
county, where he was lumbering, She
possessed natural refinement of charae-
ter and manner, with dignified ways
that contrasted strangely in the wilds of
Missouri or Oregon, While of few
words, she expressed herseli well and
possessed firmness, ns was manifested in
her determination to comoe to Oregon.
A woman of weak or even averange will
and jodgment could not have impressed
the minds of four remarkable men as
she did, and have influenced them so
promptly. Mrs. Waldo died in 1885,
not long after her husband. She was
greatly afflicted with rheamatism for
many years. “Uncle Dan,” as he was
universally ealled, also lived to old age,
but suffered all that human flesh nan
endure from a disease that made life a
terrible burden. Spartan-like, he sul-

fered in silence and uttered no word of | Pe

suffering or complaint. Wonderful will
power alone sustained him. In his death,
as i life, he proved “the noblest Roman
of them all.”

In the spring of 1848 several compan-
ics organized for the plaing, but only
met alter the journey was commenced,
The Waldos and Applegates rendezvous-
ed at Independence, and soon alter ook
the dusty road up the Platte. It was
after they were well on their way that
Whitman joined them and infused life
and aetivity into their movements. He
knew the need of energy o make pro-
gress, and only for his mtluenee and
exertions they would not have made the
journey through as they did. Young
Waldo was cognizant of all that occurr
ed, and wok especial notice of Doetor
Whitman from the time he joined them
on the Platte until he left them to go in
advanee to his station, alter reaching
Fort Hall. To his mind Whitman was
something of a hero,  This impression
was made when, at Fort Laramie, they
hesitnted as to pgetting their effects
across the river, They were preparing
A wagon bed, by caulking it well to serve
as 4 boat to ferry their gools over, but
to do this they must have a rope lerry
by which to hanl the unweildly cralt
back and forth

The waters very high at that time and
how (o get the line over was the gues
tion. While they porderad it Whitman
came up on bhorse back. He was a
heavy-sel man, but very strong and vig
orous. Withont any words he tied the
rope round his waist and plunging into
the river with his horse swam it across
and established a ferry. The prompt
ness and energy that be showed there,
was evident from that time onward to
the end of bis stay, with them. He was
the life and soul of the company, and
never obtruded his religious views where
not desired. The eller Waldo was not
orthodox, but b s Whitman sustain-
ed the most frien:lv und intimste rels
tions. During his Life he slways spoke
of Dr. Whitman with the utmost confi-
dence and respsct.  To sowe of the train
Whitman was comparatively a stranger,
for there were handreds of wagons and
pearly a thousand persons in it. As
pilot Whitman was usually near the lead
and may bave hardly known those in
the rear. To the train at large he was a
special providence, for he was not only
pilot scross mountain and plsins, but
often officiated as physician snd spirit-
oal gulde, as well as physical. How-
ever wany may say wthey never knew

him on the plains, and doubt that he
wag in Washington and on the border
before he went east, after reaching the
frontier with Gen. Lovejoy in January,
there is abundant evidence, like this
from the Waldos, to prove all that his
friends have reasonably claimed. Mr.
William Waldo says Whitmau was very
thorough, and infused life into the com-
pany. Everywhere he led and ventur-
od, as at Laramie, and thus seoured all
possible progress. It was his eflorts and
advice that made it possible to get n
wagon road throvgh, as he promised,
though the agents of the Hudson's Bay
company pronounced it an impossibilily.
That was the critical fact upon which
the fate of Oregon in a great measure
hung. A wagon road over the mount-

'ains meant everything for Oregon, and

he inspired the emigration with that
viow of it. The greatest viclory ever
achieved on the Pacific was accomplish-
od when emigrant wagons rolled into
the valley of the Columbia in 1843,
When they reached Fort Hall they
found Captain Grant, of the H. B. Co,,
in command there, who told them it
was impracticable to get through with
wagons. Whitman proved the contrary,
While there a number, inelnding Dan
Waldo were invited to the fort to dinner
and Wm. Waldo remembers well the
hearty laugh they had after they return
over a dish for the dessert. This con-
sisted ol dried and pounded grasshop-

ra made into a sort of pudding. No
doubt ‘Grant learned to like this rare
delicacy by association with Indians.
Whitman was the only American who
tastad it as the others had not been long
enough away from civilization to have
Indian appetites.

(Coneluded next weak.)

GLANDERS.

Rarewm, May 4.
Editor Willamette Farmer:
CHRONIC FARCY,

In chronie farey local symploms gon-
erally procedo any apparont febrile dia.
turbance; but if the thermometer be
employed for the examination of all
horses in & stnd where glanders exist,
some elevation ol the temperature of the
body may be apparrent in the infected,
prior to the development of any local
Y M pLOms,

Theso loeal symptoms consist of eir
cumseribed inflamatory swellings run-
ning in the principle vessels, which sup-
perate and burst, without mueh engorg-
ment of the surrounding areolar tisane.

The eircnmseribed elevations or buds

‘wre connected together by corded lym-

phatic vessels, and wherever a valve is
situated in a lymphatic duoet, there a
swelling will appear, and a bud will form.
The buds are ranged in groups about
the inner and outer aspecta of the thigh,
fore-arm, flank, neck, and head. From
the circumstance that the enlarged sords
and buds ran in the same direction as
the veins, the old farriers concluged that
farcy was a disease of the veins. Dis
sections, however, soon expelled this de-
lusion, and the reason why the disease
wecompanies the vessels is explained by
the fact that the lymphatics and blood-
vessels run in company.

In some instances farcy is found con-
fined to the curvical lymphatica, An
exnmination of the neck, along the
gourse of the jugular veins will enable
the veterinarian to detect the lymphatic
duet, swollen, hard, and presenting ir-
regular knots along its course. Supper-
ation seldom oceurs, but the animal
sooner or later prosents sigrs of glanders
or of farcy in some other part of the
body.

Chronic larey differs from the acule
only in intensity and duration, and the
only form of equina which is at all
amenable to treatment.

The contagious disease laws of Ore
gon canuot be oo siringeat in regard
to such diseanses as glanders and farcy,
but under our present laws one can do
abount as he pleases as to using horses
at any and at all times on our public
highways, aod hitehing them st the pub-

lie hitohing posts in our towns. There
should be an act to prokibit the use of
all such animals. They should be killed
and burned, or buried deep in the
ground. I think an exception might be
made with regard to the milder forms ol
chronic farcy, provided always that the
animal be asolated and properly attend-
ed to, medically and otherwise. I en-
tirely disapprove of the practico of
working such an animal, whilst so dia-
ensed with glanders or farey, and would
recommend the strictest. surveilance by
properly qualified inspectors. We have
here in our midat both forms of the dia-
onse; here in our midst one farmer in
Benton county, lost seventeen, another
twenty head of horsos; one farmer in
Linn county, lost seven head of fine
horses by ita ravages. Marion, Polk,
Yamhill, Washington, and Lane coun-
ties are slightly afected with the dis-
ease, most farmers think it to be
“Nassal Gleot,”

As thore is no oure known for the
malady, I will recommend no treatment
but the Antiseptic Preventative treat-
ment.

When gianders appears in & stable of
horses, in addition to the removal of all
affected horses, it is most essential to
attend carefully to the ventilation,
drainage, food and water, and to the
cleansing of the disinfection of the stas
bles, fittings, harness, and other appur-
tenauces ; the removal of contaminated
woodwork, the painting of all fixtyres,
lima washing, or even scraping, and
then time lime washing. The wash to
contain a pint of crude carbolic acid to
every throe gallons of wash and to the
prevention of over crowding, exhaust-
ing work, and all debilitating influences.
It has been found serviceable to give
for several weeks to all horses in the
stud, with every meal, two ounces of
the hyposulphite of snda, or wwo
drachms of chlorate of potash.

C.W.J,V.8

Crop In Multnomah County, Ete

Preasast Hose Or, May 2, 1887,
Fditor Wilsmette Farmer ;

The last rains that fall, prevented
farmers getting all their seeding done,
Had the rains delayed o fow days later,
nll the grain in this section would have
been planted, During the foew days of
ploasant weathor, the time was improvs
ed.  Tho meadows look well ; never did
the prospect for hay both timothy and
clover, look better at the time of year.
Farmors mudo s speck on potatoos this
yoar, lhﬂ |Irimm woere ummmlly good,
and the crop was quite large, yet not so
lurge ns the yoar before. Muany in our
soctions had several hundred bushels
which they took to the Portland market.
Vegetables of all kinds do exceedingly
well in this seotion ; hay grows to pers
feotion, n failure is unknown here, even
though st times we complain of so mueh
rain, yot there is none o muech to in
sure goud crops. So why should we
grumble,

The mdvent of our church bell caused
a sensstion in our village Saturday
30th, It was hung in the spire at 10 &
m. Mauy of our citizens wora present,
and witpessed with pride what has been
in contemplation for months past. At
intervals all day long up o late hour in
the night, it peeled forth its joyoos
tones of welody.  Our Band boys joined
the strain by giving us some popular
uirs whiel tunde the occusion & very ens
joyable o,

At the wee hours of the night the ball
soundied forth its  pealing wnes 80
strongly that it eaused old time residents
to coms rushing breathless to the scene,
with an exclamation of what this all
meant! Was  there flire anywhere?
When the waggish youths innocently
said they were just swinging the bell to
hear it tingle as never bofore in their life
were they »0 highly favored, and they
knew it would not last long. The ven-
ersble citizen informed the wags that
the safest place atthat hour of the nig
was al home with their mothers,

Prams Juava,




