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It is hardly possible to comprehend
the hardships endured by the hardy
sons of America who settled the west
and pushed the frontier line of eiviliza-
tion along across the prairies, plains and
mountains, over rivers, lakes and deserta,
towards the setting sun. We may
have “hard times” now, .but tha times
were fearfully harder to live and thrive
in then. The denizen of the far west
depended on his rifte for meat, made
sassafras tea, spun and wove homespun
for all sizes, sexes and ages to wear,
made fox skin caps and cowhide boots,
and lived so entirely on ther own pro-
ducta that they were independent of
store keeping; ‘corn-bread, store veg-
etables, wild fruits and game, gave size
and muscle to the brawny sons of toil
who grew up on these western wilds,
whose descendants to-day show physi-
ques equaled by no other portion of our
country, evidence of which was shown
when the western hosts marched in
grand armies to the defoat of the slave-
holders’ rebellion.

Daring the years when the great west
was buildiog up, Benton and Dr. Linn,
ol Missouri, in the United States Senate
steadily asserted the value of Oregon
and the importance of saving the Pacific
region to our republic. Meetings of
citizens were held to discuss this subject
all through the west, and on the frontier
was circulated Dr. Linn's proposed Dbill
to encourage the settlement of Oregon.

Joseph Watt went from Ohlo to Mis
souri in 1837, The lamily moved away
from hard times and ecivilization to the
frontier, where the sort of life we bave
described was in fashion and the fashion
of the world was unknown, or at least
nopracticed. Three years before, when
only 17 years old, Joseph had proposed
to his futher to leave for Texas, to help
the redoubtable Sam Houston fight for
independence. We who have known
Joseph since his maturer years would
scarce believe that in the frisky time of
youth the Ohio lad wanted to risk life
and its hopes for Texas independence.
But he inherited the national love of
liberty wherever it struggled, and that
fact somewhat answers the slur the
quid nunes of our time would east on
the immigrants of “the forties.” There
are exceptions to all rules and we cheer-
fully except the quid nuncs from the
general rule we lay down, that the sons
of America inherit and act on their love
of liberty, and that many came to Ore-
gon strongly impressed ol the desire to
save this country to the United States,

Young Watt did not go to Texas in
'87, perhaps for the same reason the
writer of this did not come to Oregon
in "47, i. e,, because his parents objeoted
to his doing so, From Missouri Watt
went to Arkansas—to the Cherokee
nation—where there was money in cir
culation, to earn a living for the family,
During the years since he wanted o go
to Texas, he had become a skillful
mechanic, and had skill as a carpenter
and joiner that was in good stead to him
when he finally reached Oregon. When
at Arkansas he saw a copy of Linn's
Oregon bill, and became very much
interested in the subject of coming to
Oregon. No word had come back from
the emigrations of 1842 and 1843, as
travel across the plains was so uncertain.
Linu's bill was to insure each settler his
mile square of Jand—640 acres—and
though land could not be sold there for
#1.2) an acre, becanse times were so
bard and mouey not to be had at any
price of labor and promises, there was
a fascination in the thought of acquir-
ing so much interest in an -nh# pars-
dise like the beautiful valley of Western

att read and listened o everything

to be learned about Oregon and induced
a well-to-do farmer to also listen, named
Gerrish. He talked Oregon to an awk-
ward-looking boy named Clark, who
listened, open-mouthed, and agreed to
go. He enlisted or converted to the
faith in Oregon, Sam Crockett, another
young and zealous man, and the three
of them agreed to drive the teams and
oattle belonging to Gerrish’s outfit and
so work the two thousand miles of pas-
sage. The same obstinate persistence
that has stuck to Watt's later life and
made ils success, marked his adventure
towards Oregon and his adventures by
the way. He started alone with Mr.
Gerrish in 1843, but failed to reach the
rendezvons in time and the train was all
gone before their arrival. With these
new recruits they were in good time for
the leaving in 1844/

They had adventures, for the first day
they hind a yoke of cattle drawn under
a drift as they were crossing a rapid
stream. At Grand river, Missouri, when
on their way to the rendezvous, as their
cattle were crossed thoy were herded by
a young man on the other side, whose
kind assistance was duly appreciated.
Aflter reaching Oregon, when talking
over the journey with Judge Boise, he
said he was the young man in question,
He was at the time looking after lands
his father owned in Missouri.

They finally joined Gilliam's company
to which belonged John Minto. Their
first acquuintance was almost an “un-
pleasantness.” Minto was calling the
guard one night, and Watt was trying
to invent some exeuse, The usual
bluntpess of the Northumberland lad
was manilest when he said: “I don't
want you to bo lying on me.” Joseph
stood guard. Much as he wanted to
join issue with Mexico in 1837, he didn't
take issue with Minto in "d44.

At the agency near St Joe, Indians
stampeded their cattle one night. So
they staid over a day or so, and told the
agent they must have pay for the stock
stolen or would hang the thieves. They
had found where their cattle had been
butchered, They lost a few day's time,
but had pay for the cattle out of the
Indians' supplies.

One Bager undertook to run a buffalo
down on foot, overdid himself, took
fever and died at Green river. He said
he hadn't provisions, and must hunt to
get meat. The fact was that most of
the emigrants had no just conception of
the distance they had to go. Their con-
fidence in frontier luck was as astound-
ing as their ignorance. The 4th of
July found them only well started—on
the Little Blue. The younger men
demanded to ge ahead and would do so.
This cansed the train to give up hunt-
ing, the great command broke up, and
the military organization, formed at the
outset, went to pieces,

On the Platte Watt had chills and
fever and asked Gerrish for medicine,
knowing he had a lot on hand left of an
old stock of goods. Gerrish said he
couldn't give away pills, and Watt had
no money. Watt then threw his things
out of the wagon and told him to drive
his own team. As he camped thus on
the prairie, shaking and burning by
turns, passers asked the reason. He
bad about & “hatful” of pills sent to
him in a little while, He joined the
company of Kendall and Boesman.
Gerrish went back to Ford's company
and engaged a long, gangling boy to
drive in Joe's place. He didn't know
how to drive, and the second day upset
the wagon and spilled out all the pills
and the balance of the plunder on the
prairie. The boys of the train found
where rabbits had run and had dropped
something very like pills in looks and
shape, These they carried to the afflicted
man, saying : “Here's some more of yer

then half way to Oregon and Gerrish
retorted that it was a lie, told to Irighten
women and children. Nate Smith re-
turned with them, R. K. Paine and
Jesse Gage staid at Bridger’s, also Joe
Smith (J. 8. 8mith) who was turned off
ignominously by Gerrish. It was Joe
S8mith who overturned the wagon and
pills. The truth was that Joe Bmith
was in such poor health that his sur-
vival was a wonder. He wintered, ns
wo have told, at Brown's Hole with
some gamblers, and afterwards told
Watt that he must have been crazy to
remain there, But he had no money or
frionds, and even less of health and
strength. At Bridgers the train broke
in small aquads.,

Mr, Watt now says it appears passing
strange to him that people then eame to
Oregon as they did. Linn's bill had
great influence ; they imagined Oregon
an earthly paradise; they believed all
reports of missionaries and mountain
men, and the idea of o section of land
near the seashore was attractive. With
young men it was an adventure, but
now it seems that any married man was
foolhardy to come with such uncertain-
ties and such certainty of constant and
appalling danger. They knew not what
to expect of Indians in Oregon when
sottled, nor what they would encounter
on the plains, British occupancy didn’t
trouble them, but they realized that
their influence as settlers would create
a possessory right. The fecling was
common to all, and quite strong, that
their coming would strengthen the
United States’ claim to hold the land,
It harrowed the feelings of many when
they took an onth to respect the rights
of Great Britain, When Thurston was
in the provisional legislature he said:
“Mr. President, I want it understood
that I will see my right hand fall from
my body before I will take another such
an oath.”

Before leaving for Oregon it was
necessary that Jo should have some
little supplies. There wax no money in
the family safe. The exchequer was
low. 8o pater familias borrowed ol a
friend the munificent sam of $2.50,
With this Joseph bought a pair of
serviceable boots, and many a mile of
mountain, degert and plain, he wearily
plodded on, foot-sore and tired, with
those boots slung over his shoulder, par-
ing off the ends of his bueckskin pants
to mend his worn out moccasins with,
The small remainder he spent for “iotas”
suited to the Indian trade, and many a
time be smoothed the way for some
siwash bargain by drawing from his
pocket a fish-hook or a few pina,

Hpeaking of the toughness of some
emigrant feet, Mr. Watt tells how
Charles Swegle, Esq, owns the old
Whitman claim on the Walla Walla
river, in 1848, on a wager, stamped down
# prickly pear with his native soles, and
after that won a bottde of brandy by
walking filty yards in a boiling spring
stream several inches deep, where tea
would draw in five minutes. But then
Bwegle understood his interest, and
prickly pear and boiling water don't
often stand in the way of it. As a con-
sequence, his interest account fools up
cleverly several thousa nd dollars a yoar.

——————————————

Straw will soon be used for building
purposes, It is elaimed that straw may
be closely pressed into bales 14x16 inchos,
or any size desired, and the bales be
used for building walls, The walls can
be plastered over, or be arranged to suit
the convenience of the builder.

The London Graphic says that petro-
leum has just been found in France for
the first time, A fine petroleum spring
is now yielding well on an estate near
QOlermont Ferrand, in Auvergne, the oil
being of the finest quality.

The Advocate tells of a successful
affair at the Mothodist Chinese Mission

in Portland, Rev, Dr. Harring ton of
Salem officiated.

ﬁnrlimlturll.

FRUIT GROWERS' MEETING.

Tne annual meeting of this associa-
tion was held Tuesday, January 4th.
After an interesting addcoss by Dr. J.
R. Cardwell, the President, and report
by A.F. Miller, the Secretary. A reso-
lution was adopted that regular quarter-
ly meetings shall be he held on the
second Tuesdays in January, April,
July and October. Some other business
was had, and a programme laid for next
meeting. The following persons were
elocted officers for the year to come:
President, J. R. Cardwell; Vice Presi-
denr, J. H. Lambert; Secretary and
Treasurer, A. F. Miller ; Executive Com-
mittee, Seth Luelling, E. W, Allen.

The Pruns Question

The importation of prunes for the
year ending June 30th, 1880, amounted
to 04,995,647 puunds, an increase of over
7,000,000 pounds. The cause of this
increase was that the old vinyard lands
in the phyloxern infested districta of
France bave been plated in prunes, to
the amountol thousands of ncres. These
new orchards are just coming into bear-
ing, and the importers expoect to make
Ameriea the great prune market for the
immense product coming on in France,

The prune product in California, for
the year ending June 30th, 1880, has
been estimated at 1,650,000 pounds, and
for the present year it will reach 2,000,
000 pounds. The product in the future
will, under right conditions, will be in
an increasing ratio. The eonditions of
soil and climate required for snccessful
prune culture exist in California 0 »
yot unknown extent. The quality of
the Californin prue equals that of the
imported article, and its excellence is
assured when the proper methods of
curing and packing are applied.

These {acts are in the possession of
New York importers, and their dedue-
tion from them is natural. 1f the prune
industry ol Californin is permitted to
grow, and is encouraged by a sufficient
tarifl, the imported prune must retire
from at least & part of its expected mar-
ket. This, in view of the immense pro-
duction of pranes, of which the present
inerense i# only a loretaste, cannot be
permitiad, and hence the destruction of
the California prone indostry has Leen
resolved upon. There are two methods
in course of employment for this destruc-
tion: First, the lowering of the price
beyond the point ol profitable produe-
tion with our high priced labor and new
plant ; and second, the deleating of the
passage of a tarifl bill protecting the in.
dustry. Will the patriotic and generous
people of the east permit this spollation
to succeesd T—San Jose Meroury,

Pruning Roses.

In a recent issue of the Rural Press,
Helen Conant, of SBanta Crug, brings up
the question of pruning roses. I submit
the following elipping : “Roses must bo
pruned back with & lavish hand, cutting
out all the old wood and weak branches
80 84 0 incresse the shoots from the
roots, and o encourage the number of
flowering shoots. Last season, says an
enthusiast in the Springfield Republican,
an old moss rose was cut back most vig-
orously, beeause the previous year it had
bloomed very sparsely. The effect was
soon seen in the strong shools sent up
from the ground, and the clusters of
mossy buds were very numerous. This
season all the old growth has been cut
out, and only last year's shoots left to
flower, and the shoots {rom the roots
are now very luxuriant and filled with
buds.

“Hybrid perpetuals will bloom in
great beauty in September, if all the
old wood is cut out alter June flowering,
and no flowers left 10 bloom upon the
bushes and exhaust thelr strength by

going 0 seed, Cut back most of the

shoots but those springing Tromthoe roots
and let new wood form, upon which
large clusters of buds will appear in due
SOASON,

“Monthly roses cannot endure quite
as much pruning as their stronger sis-
ters, yot they will respond in fresh buds
and flowers if the scissors are used to
clip off all the branches that have borne
roses and the weak shoots, and thereby
stimulate fresh shoots to put forth in
renewed beauty.”

Thinning Frult on the Trees.

We have often urged the importance
of thinning the fruit on everloaded trees
while yot small, to give the remaining
specimens & full chance to become well
developed in size and flavor, s well as
to relieve the tree of needless exhaus-
tion. A writer in the New England
Farmer gives the following statement of
his work in thinning :

We have sbout finished thinning the
fruit from nearly fifty pear trees. The
work has been done at odd hours, as the
fruit developed and showed a surplus
One whole day was spent in the work
about the 20th of July, and many
thousands of imperfeot specimens taken
off. All wormy, illshaped or undersized
spocimens were pulled off, and in near-
ly all cases where two pears touched,
one was removed. It is not nearly as
slow work as one unacoustomed to it
might suppose. With good ladders and
a forked steel on the end of a long pole
to reach occasional high hanging ones,
a great deal of good work can be done
in ten houra of steady spplication. It
should be remembered in this connec-
tion that fruit has to be picked but once,
and what surplus is removed now, will
save work in the final harvest. The
average quality of the fruit improves
very mapidly after thinning.

FE— J
The World _'Illut Bugar.

Has any housewile ever realized the
alarming condition of cookery in the
benighted generations before the gener-
ations belore the invention of sugar? It
is really almost too appalling to think
about. So many things we now look
upon as all but necessaries—cakes,
puddings, made dishes, confectionery,
preserves, sweet biscuits, jellics, cooked
{ruits, tarts, etc.—~were then practically
impossible. Fancy nowadays to live &
single day without sugar; no tea, no
coffee, no jam, no cake, no sweots, no
hot toddy before one goes to bed; the
bare idea of it is too terrible, And yet
that was really the abject condition of
all the civilized world up to the middle
of the Middle Ages. Horaee's punch
was sugarless ; the gentle Virgil never
tasted the congenial cup of wlterncon
tea; and Socrates went from his eradle
to his grave without ever knowing the
flavor of peppermint bullseyes. How
the children spent their SBaturdays, or
their weekly bolidays, is a profound
mystery. To be sure, people made
honey; but honey is rare, dear and
scanty ; it can pever have filled one-
quarter the place that sugar fills in our
modern sffections. Try for a moment
to realize drinking honey with whisky
and water, or doing the years preserving
with a pot of Nurborine, and you get at
once & conimon measure of the difference
between the two as practical sweeteners,
Nowaday- we get sugar from cane and
beet root in sbundance, while sugar,
maple and palm trees of varions sorts
afford n considerable supply to remoter
countries, But the childhood of the
little Grecks and Romans must have
been absolutely unlighted by a single
ray ol joy from chocolate creams or
Everton taffy. The conse-uence of
this excessive production of sweets in
modern times is, of course, that we
have began to distrust the indications
afforded us by the sense ol taste in this
particular and to the wholesomeness of
various ubjects.
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