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A MORMON HIERARCH.

When we got to Fort Hall we met
Sam Brannan, who was just from Cali-
fornia. He expected to meet Brigham
Young at Fort Hall, and was going to
induce him by all possible means to go
to Calilornia. He was loud in the laith
ol Mormonism, and speculation rar
high as to what he would do. I thought
him the most extravagant man I ever
met. He conld build more air castles
and make more money by his own say-
g0 than eny man I ever saw. The dis-
covery of the gold mines enabled him
to realize many of his dreams, but his
Mormonism was only skin deep, which
old Brigham readily saw through, and
80 declined to go to California. Most
probably he foresaw that in that state
Sam Brannan had the game made for
himself to be chiel priest of the Latter
Day Baints, and did not wish to en-
counter a rival,

Here, one Don Carlos C, Shaw, as he
styled himsell, made me very favorable
offers for the accommodation of a loan
of §#300, which I declined for a time,but
was finally over persuaded by the other
to let him have it, so at last I did so. I
was to meet him in Boston, and get a
lot of goods for the Oregon trade, He
had been trusted by Oregon merchants
and others that ought to know reaponsi-
ble men. He represented himsell ss
the nephew of R. G. Shaw of Boston,
and had letters to that effect, and came
from the Sandwich Islands the previous
fall,

MEETING EMIGRANTS FOR OREGON,

Nothing of special interest ooccurred
until we reached below Fort Laramie.
There we met emigrants on their way
to Oregon, and some meetings were ex-
citing. But the trains we met were 80
large and so frequent that the excite-
ment soon wore off. It got to be an old
story. We kept meeting them from on
Sandy the other side of Green river, to
the south fork of the Platte river. At
Ash Hollow we overtook our seven old
companions, who were there waiting for
us, Evidently they thought it danger
ous to move there in small numbers.
On the South Platte we passed through
a large village of Sioux. The old chiel
of this band was very friendly and kind.
He told us by signe that before we lelt
the Bouth Platte we should meet the
Pawnecs, and must look out for them,
or we would certainly lose our hair.
They gave us liberally of buffalo meat,
and with many hearty shakes of the
hand, bid us go to the white man's
land—to the eastward.

A TOUGH TIME WITH PIONKRRS,

That night we camped among hun-
dreds of thousands of buffaloes. If
you would look in any direction the
country was black with them. We
were in danger of being run over by
them ; we often, while traveling, had 1o
stop w let them pass. The next night
we had some Pawnees to wateh, and the
moming after, about 10 A. M., we met
the whole village of them, camped on
our trail. We were in for it, and there
was no way bat to push right through
their village. Miller und Bportsman led
the train, and as they came scross In-
dians in their way they ordered them to
leave the road and came wmear riding
over some of them. Old man Keithly
and mysel! asked them several times to
treat them differently. No, they said, it
was their day to lead the train, and they
were putting it through to suit them-
selves, They came near riding over an
old man who was trying to step them.
mumm*m
“Here thay come!” We were

X

village by this time and in a very few
minutes we were surrounded, packed in
80 close we could hardly stir. A couple
of young chiefs rode up and asked for
our head man. I pointed to a French
mountain-man we had with us. Miller
and Sportsman were too badly fright-
ened to attend to anything. I told the
Frenchman, who could talk with them,
as he had been long on the plains
among them, to tell them we were an
express and were in haste to get along;
that we had not much to give them,
save good wishes,
MATTERS REACHING A CRISIS.

They asked for a little tobacco and
gome powder and ball, and wanted to
know if we had seen their enemies, the
Sionx. By the time we had got the
articles for them and had given the de-
gired information, the old Indian came
up. Of all the savages I had met or
soen, I think he was far the maddest
one I ever knew of. He stormed and
frothed at the mouth; his gestures
were flerco and violent. There was a
half-breed that could speak a little Eng-
lish. He worked himsell up close to
me, and whispered that “The old man's
heart was bad ; ho says it is good to kill
you ; he wants your guns; your horses;
sAys you are mean; you rode over him ;
told him to get outof the way; him
very mad ; me don’t know.” Miller and
Sportaman were so scared they didn't
know what they were doing or saying.
Miller was begging the young chiel not
to let us be hurt, The Frenchman was
also beside himsell. I yelled to him,
for then it took a yell to be heard. He
asked, “What shall I say? I replied :
“They’'re going to kill us. Tell the
chiefl that we must go.” The chief ap-
peared to understand me, for he at once
rode or squeezed over to me, and said in
broken English : “Yes, it is good to go!"
He began giving orders and crowding
on to us, motioning with his hands.
The moment we bagan to move, I
thought the infernal regions had broken
loose. If Iever heard yelling, it was
there. The Indians on horseback kept
close around us and as soon as we were
elear of the main erowd we were on the
full ran. Our Indian cavalry guard
never chirped; it was the fellows on
foot that did the howling and yelling.
They had long spears and ran as fast as
they ocould, trying to spear us in the
back, but our horse-guard waa Loo close
together for them™to get a single good
lick in on us. They pus us through on
the full run for about ten miles. The
last of the footmen and spearsmen kept
after us sbout three miles. I thought
they never would stop. When they
found the chase useless they gave it up.
Our guard stopped after & ten-mile ride
and then of course we had o unpack
and make more presents It may be
believed that no men ever paid for
deliverance more freely and cheerfully.
We swapped horses and shook hands

men anybody ever saw on the North
American plaine. We packed up and
started and never lighted off our
“swapped” horses until near morning.
No matter of interest transpired during
the remainder of the “journey.” We
got to 8t. Jo, Missouri, about the last of
July, and of course had a good time in
a ity where all had friends.

A MISCREANT,

At Bt. Jo we separated, all striking

sir,” said I, “he eame out to Oregon, and
on here, across the plains. I know,
because I was with him, and he was to
meet me here.” Said the landlord, “You
need not look for him at this house, or
this city, of anywhere else in this country.
He man away from here for taking
money that did not belong to him. In
short, the state prison is his portion if
he comes this way.” He went on to say
that Shaw's father bad originally been a
man of property, and had secured his
boy a place in the bank at Providence.
He broke his father up before he left.
The old man Shaw was now blind, and
as a blind fiddler was picking up a living
in the streets of Providemce. I found
this was all true, for I went to see the
father and talked with him about his
scamp of a son. That let me out of
many speculations and air-castles. Not
only were these gone—vanished like
smoke,~but my honest $300, earned by
hard work and fair trading of town-lots,
had gone o hunt up the lost fortune of
poor, blind old man Shaw. My visit o
the Hub was not so interesting to me
as o dense wilderness or a mountain
gorge. Evenasage plain would have
suited my state of mind in preference.
RATHER DOWN IN THE MOUTH.

My eoxpenses east were no small
figure and I hardly got my money's
worth, I knew no one and did not
even know what places of interest to
visit. I had to content mysell with
looking into shop windows, admiring
pretty women. But I enjoyed mysell
riding on the beautiful steamboats I
found navigating Boston bay and ad-
joining waters. Also, I made railroad
excursions, always wondering il the
Pacific country would ever see the like
in my lifetime. Even then I lelt sure
that a railroad would be built across the
plains, but I wondered if our rivers
would in my time hear the shrill whistle
ol competing steamboats. I thought
“What an improvement that would be
over Hudson bay company batiesux
and Indian cances.” The conirast was
great, but I live to see four lines of
railroads in this valley and two trane-
continental lines come into Portland, s
city that was dense woods woods while
we wrestled with the Pawnees on the
South Platte, and I wished for a chance
to wrestle with Don Carlos Shaw any-
where about Boston. Bteamboatsclimb
the Willamette and OColumbia, and
there are solid loocks at the falls and
there will soon be move solid ones at
the Cascades. Just then we were on
the eve of the discovery that has made
the whole Pacific coast a hotbed of
riches—gold and silver—and has made
the valleys and plains and hilla of Ore-
gon, Washington and California produce
wheat enough to disturb the price of
bread in all the world. I expected to
witness much growth but the Pueitic
world has astonished me,

——————EE———TT=E.
Beot seed all gome.

We give notice that the beet seed
mentioned in last week's issue is all dis-
posed ol—but we still have several hun-
dred packages of tobacoo left that will be
mailed to all who apply ss long aa it
lasta.

mmg_l_um Co.

“About January lst, 1887, the fine
Steamship ‘“‘Santa Maria” will sail from
Ban Francisco for Yaquina and there-
after will alternate with the Steamship
“Yaquina City.” Bailings about every
five days. For exacs dates see subee
quent advertisementa,

Farmers who have sown gypsum on
strawberry plants to promote their vigor
have met some disappointing results.
The gypsum produced such & large
growih of clover that it becane almost
impossible to keep the rows clean, and
in some instances the bed had to be

abandoned.—Boston Post,
First Farmer—Do you leed your
corn in the ear? M'M

in the mouth.
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SBome Sound Logio.

Juxcrioxn, Dee., 27, 1886,
Editor Willamette Farmer-

As the subjectof ussegsment and tax-
ation is just now a pertinent one I
thought I would add a few thoughts, I
believe that everything of value sLould
bear ita just proportion ol the taxes
with an exemption of §600 to the heads
of familiee. This would, of course,
necessitate the assessment of money,
notes and accounts and allow no dedte-
tions for indebtedness, but we find that
the surplus wealth of the ecountry is
held by the rich almost exclusively for
the purpose of loaning it for interest, as
almost every one knows that interest 1a
better than any other legitimute enter-
prise in the country, Now why those
rich men should be exompt from tax-
ation while the poor men who are com-
pelled to borrow must pay the taxes for
both is something I cannot understand,
a8 for instance: A owns a farm worth
#10,000 he pays taxes on that amount,
then he sells that farm to B who pays
him £5,000 down and gives his noles
properly secured for the balance, then
A loans the $5,000 B payed him to C
on snnother farm, now A has nothing
but notes which pay no taxes and B and
C must pay his tazes and their own oo
though he is worth as much in dollars
and cents as both and has valid lien on
all their proparty to pay his notes, which
we will say are ironelad, then A goes in-
to the courts paid for by the taxpayem
of which numbers he ia not one, to
collect those notes and makes the poor
men pay his attorney fees. Now where
is the Justice and equality ? does A think
he is worth any less when his money is
all safely loaned out under such cironm-
stances; neither are B and O worth more
though they must pay the taxes for
both. Money is the unit of value and
the means by which we determine what
all other property is worth therefore any
thing we have that will bring money Is
property a good $1,000 dollar note will
bring #1000 iu money as quick as &
good $1,000 farm and viea versa, then
why should the farm be taxed and the
money not taxed. If I buy a $100 dollar
horse from a neighbor for $100 we are
neither of us worth more or less, I $100
more in horses and he a $100 more in
cash, then why should I pay more taxes
and him less, As s reason lor not tax-
ing money, notes and sccounts the “Or
egonian” says that four outof five rich
men do not pay their honest taxes. This
is & sad commentary on wealthy men
but will it make taxes lighter on honest
men to let the fifth man out. I thiok
not. What we want is u more riged en-
forcement of the laws,—all laws be they
aver 80 just will be evaded or trans-
grossed sometimes, even the laws against
murder do not prevent persons from be-
ing killed cocasionally, but as this com-
munication is long enough I will close
for this time. J. 0. JesxixGs.

Editor Wilamette Farmer :

It is important to know when to out
timber to preserve it to the best advan-
tages. Just as weout and harvest our
crops when they are ripe, »0 we should
cut timber that "is intended lor perma-
nent use when it has thoroughly ma-
tured and the juices have all hardened
and made the wood solid by filling the
pores and secams. Wood cut in spring,
or alter tho sup bas begun to rise, will
not last so well. The wood ripens when
tha leaves have made their growth;
whea the limbs have done growing, and
when the buds have all perfected their
growth for anotber year and have rip-

of winter.
In Oregon wood should be cut easlier
than east of the Rocky mountains, be

o8 torise late in Janunary., Then wood
that is intended for building or fences
should be cut in the fall
from the last of September to the first
of Doecomber will answer. If you can-
not work up the trees into saw logs, or
timber, or rails, you should out them
down and so preserve the conditions ex-
isting at the time the wood has per-
feated itsell by thoroughly ripening. If
the trees are folled it will do to work
them up at your convenience, not, how-
over, permitting them to lie too long
with the bark on and absorbing dam:

nesa from the ground. 0.

Any time

Letter from Wasco County.

Wasco, On., Dec, 20, 1888,

Editor Willamette Farmer:

We have had copious rains since my

Inst letter to yon, and every farmer has
been plowing for the past ten days, and
all the fall sown wheat is now well up

and in fine condition to stand the win-
ter, There are not many places that
beat Oregon for December plowing.
Some are yot sowing grain, and only five

days to Christmas,

We have been visited by a man from
Portland who proposes to recover from

the government the exoess we had to .
pay for our pre-emptions on abeount of
the N, P. R, . claim on the odd sections
of land, and he proposes to go to cons
gress and endeavor to have a clause in

the forfeitare bill pending to forfeit sald

odd sections, to pay back one-half of
our money, and in case he fails in this

he propeses to go before the ' Land de-

partment, and there press our claims
for us until they succeed, and he pro-
poses to do all this at his own expense,
snd in onse he fails does not sk any-
thing from the people, but if he ia suc-
cessful proposes to charge fifteen per
cent. of the amount collected as his

feos, which seems to be very proper and

just, for we think that without someone

to pross our claims we would not get it
back for a long period of time. If sald
claims were paid off it would help the
the poor farmer beyond estimation.
There has been quite a demad for
young catite here this fall, and st a good

price—about §12 lor spring calves. One
of our neighbors raised 300 acres of

corn this season and he is feeding now

100 head of steers, for which he paid

$35 por head, and he is also feeding a

largoe drove of hogs, We wish him sue-
eess, for we can grow corn on our fallow

ground if we can find use for it,. We

much néed a better grade of stock, so
we oan find s better market and higher
prices, A good Clyde stallion would be
valuable property here,

Wu M. Bamverr.
Fruit-Growers’ Meetilng.
Porrraxp, Or, Dee. 20, 18886,
Editor Willamette Farmer;

The next regular meoting of the
North Pacifio Fruit Growers' Assooia-
tion will be held at the Council Cham-
ber, Portland, on Tuesday, Jan, 4, 1887,
st 10 A. M and 1 P. M, At this meet-
ing officors will be elected to serve the
ensuing year. You are earnestly re-
rquested to bo present,

A. F. MiLLen, Becrelary,

There is quite 8 business done here in
shipping the skins of Oregon birds to
the East, where our grouse and quail
are considered aa very handsome birds,

Captain T, Douglas, the well known

texidermist, has just received an order
for 100 quail skins and a fat grouse skins.
He lelt yesterday lor Southern Oregon
to secure the birds to fill the order. Cap-
tain Douglas has lately mounted some’

canvas back and other species of ducks

for members of ,the Rod and Gun club.

A canvas back in his best clothes makes
ened 50 that they can endure the cold |s very handsome specimen, to say noth-

of the meat furnished by his carcass.
Brus VirmioL—Ohespest at Port Drug

cause the sap, in this climate, commenc- | Co., 100 State street.




