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“SALEM, OREGON, FRIDAY,

Puring these Mard Times the tendeney Lo re
trench ls vory strong sod very proper.  Let the farmser
ask hlomscd, howaeer, I he oan afford to dispense
with the only Journal in the Etate that bulongs to him
ani rupresents hils Interests® Thirteen yeam ago we
purchased (e Wituasimrmn Fansen amd invested In it
all sur mweans and the best years of several lives, Coi-
slder, friends, whether It Iy not more reasonabile at this
time, (when you know bow hanl the times winst pinch
the publisher of your own journal) to 2o out and ool
lect n small club of now subseriters at the Jow price
offered rather than think of “econvmizing” Wy dolog
without the servives of a friend of such long staniding,

@nrrt@guudtucq.

Mortgage Tax Law Legislation.

Tuvixa, Or, Dee, 30, 1884,
Editor Willamette Farmer:

As the mecting of the Legislature is
near al hand and it is generally believed
that there will be a strong effort made
to have the mortgage tax law repealed,
it is proper that the subject be fully in-
vostigatod before netion is taken in the
premises. Provious to the passage of
the law it was alleged that many notes
and other evidences of debt were cither
removed from the State or withheld from
the nssessor, as shown by the great dis-
crepancy in the offsets for debt and the
amount given as notes and accounts
Also that notes secured by mortgages in
remote counties were chiefly held and
taxed in Portland and other money cen-
ters to the damage of the rural districts,

The effect of the law has been to ma-
torinlly reduce the discrepancy spoken
of above and the collection of taxes on
property in the county where located.
Theso results are both just and equita-
ble. It is elaimed by a great many that
the law is unfriendly to capital, by im-
posing a double tax on money as com-
pared with other property, especially real
estate. A careful examination of the
law fails to warrant the assertidn or to
show that the morigage tax law has
anything whatever to do with the rate
of nssessment. The wrong, if onn ex-
ists, lies altogether with the assessors.

Sectiop 9 of the law reads as follows:
No promisory note, or other instrament
of writing, which is evidence of a debt
that is whally or partly seeured by land
or real estate situated in no more than
one county in this Swute, shall be taxed
for any purpose on the State, but the
debt evidenced thereby and the instru-
ment by which it is secured, shall for the
purpose of assessment and taxation,
be deemed and econsidered as land or
renl property and together be assessel
and taxed as hereinbefore provided, that
is in the county where it is recorded.

By this section we see the law exempis
the note and the mortgage where ro
corded, and while it neither increases
or diminishes the mmonunt it does prevent
those who might be so disposed from re-
moving the notes from the State or in
any manner screening them from their
just share of taxatien.

Having tried to show that the present
martgage tax law is not to blame for any
inequality in the assessment, I go still
further, and deny the allegation that
land is not assessed at more than halfl its
value. I will admit that an occasional
sale is made at more than the assessed
value, but it would not be fairer to
take that for a basis for asscssment thun
it would be to assess the hundreds of
thousands of dollars worth of merchan-
dise throughout the State atits sclling
price,

The true value of money, land or any
other property should be determined by
the net feturn yielded when judicionsly

handled during a term of years. 1 know

of no better or safer illustration of the {1 now have in timothy ; 1 sowed it two |

wealth, while in 1880 it was Lut three
tenthe, The twenty-five million farmers
are worth but $480 each, while the other
twenty-five million are worth §1448
To the twenty years the farmers gained
but $160 each, while the other classes
gained 040 cach,

I assert, withont gneeessful eontradic-
tion, that to take the farmers of the
State and place them nnder oath and
they will testify that for tho puast ten
years they have not cleared six per cont
on the asseseed valuation of their prop-
orty.

Lot the mortgage tax law be s
amended as to meet the want of unifor-
utity, discovered in the U, 8, Distriet
Court by the mieroscopic eye of Judge
Dendy, then enforced by the oflicers and
conrts of the State,

Come forward, brother farmers, if you
deem the law just, and let ns defend it.

Respectiully, A, C, JusNINGS,

An Exverieuce in Ralsing Corn in Southern
Oroegon

Witnenr, Oregon, Dec. 30, 1884,
Editor Willamotte Farmer:

I 800 in your issuc of the 20th inst.,
that you advoeate the growing of a corn
erop 80 As to raise a variety; also asn
preparation for wheat. 1 thought 1
would drop you a line and give you my
experience in raising corn. Two years
ago last May, I planted anbont eight acres
of corn on mdehill land—such land as
wonld yield about twenty bushels of
wheat to the aere. I did not measure
tho corn #o as to ascertain just how much
it produaced to the aere s I commencad
cutting and haunling it to my stock as
soon as it became a little too hard for
roasting cars. DBut I am satisfied that it
went further in feeding my stock—con
sisting of cattle, sheep and swine—than
any twelve acres of wheat or oats on the
place ; and then it comes in just at the
time when our grass is dried up and of
but little use, and earries the stock along
until the rain falls and our pastures be-
come green.  And, besides, [ fattened a
cow on it that I killed just before Christ-
mae, and we had the boest of cornfed
corned beef all winter. [ have planted
corn the last two yoears with results sim-
ilar to the avove, excopt that I have not
fattened any beef the two last years,

Last yuear, in addition to my field corn, |

I plantedd about three nores of sweet
corn, which 1 found to yield abundantly
and was well appreciated by the cows,
sheep and swine. I did not feed it to
my horsed, but if they conld get where
the cows or sheep were fad they wonlid
pick at it as long as there was anything
leit.

If nothing interfores, I expect 1o plant
more largely of eorn the coming spring
than ever, Texpect to plant ubout twenty
acres of sweot corn with a view of turn-
ing my sheep on it us soon as it is too
hard for roasting-ears, and let them Lelp
themselves,

It is true, as you say, that the cul-
tivation of corn leaves the ground in ex-
cellent condition for wheat. But I am
not, and never have been, an advoeate of
raising s0 much wheat und shipping off
the fertility of our soil. My chject in
ruising the sweet corn I speak of, is to
clean the land by cultivating the eorn
and let the sheep eat it on the ground so
as to muke it more fertile, and then sow
it to grass. But if I thiuk I do not get it
clean encugh and rich encugh, I will
plant it the second year and turn the
sheep on it again,

Where | raised my corn two years ago |

county, Mo, in my next. A happy Now
Year {o you. Tros Surmn

P 8. Wo had just snow enough here
on the momings of the 11th, 224, 25th
and 20th, 0 that yon conld see it, but
not deop enongh to measure, and n little
sleet on the 23d and 24th, and it i« now
clear and frosty. T. 8.

| Note
friend may have will be highly appreci
ated by the propristors of the paper,
Correspondence on all farm topies is de.
sired.—En.]

Mortgage Tax Talk.

Any experience our csteomod

Sprixoriein, Or, Dee, 20, IRS),
Editer Willamette Farmer;

As the tax question seems to be n mat-
tor of intorest to the ;u_u-ph- of Oregon
at present, nnd as  you have had several
artivles in your paper on that question,
I will, with your permission, gay a few
words, as I suppose it s right that gll
December 19th you
say to tax money or not will be a Jeading
question.  Now, why should it be? why
not tax money the samo as any other
property? It has the same protection
ax the land. Generally money, notes,
accounts and mortgages take up n good
deal of time in the courts for adjust-
ment, then why should they be excluded
from taxation? You say, not to nssess
money and credits will greatly simplify
matters and make eolleetion of revenuo
much easior, while it will remove a canso
for dishonest returns by tax-payers;
then I suppose n law that is simple,
without any regand Lo its justuess, is the
best.  Now, if I should sell my cattle
land and horses and conelude to loan
the money and live off of the interest,
why should T be exempt from taxation
because my capital is in a different kind
of property. 1s not a man as able to pay
tax on ten thousand dollars in monoy
ws the same amount of other property?
Yes, but you say when he has money ho
wont give it in, or there ia A strong in-
ducement for him to make o false re-
turn. It seems there might be a law
made which eould not be ovaded to any
great extent if properly enforeed.  You
say, to tax all property in sight will
muke the whole tax question easy of
solution, That prnl;uh]_\' is so, but is it
vight for a portion of the people to pay
all the tax to earry on the government
because they happen to own a kind of
property that is eusily lound, or is it not

should be heard.

botter for overy one o pay acronding 1o
what e is worth, and have no priviteged
class, But say o not x money
will muke interest low, We don't know
that; but suppose 14 did, to get the bene-
fit that the people would have all to be
borrowers, which they are not.  Proba
bly 0 majority of the people are not
much Jnterested whethor interest is
high or low, but they want every man
to pay his portion of tux. While it
might ba well enough to encourage cap
ital to come into the country it is not
best to do it st the expense of other in-
terests. We make no fight against
money, nor wish to give it any advan
tage over other property. Money s
plenty able to take care of itself, It
wonld be fully as well for the country
to enecourage other intercsts, It seems
to me the wssessment laws are well
enoagh if they are properly carried out
they may need some amendmonts o
mike them more efficient, bat no radical
change. Hoping if the Logislature does
make any change in the assessment
| laws it will be for the best interest of ull
SIPRINGFIELD,

you

| e ineerned.

A Newny Letter from Bclo

S, O, Jan, 3, 1885,

comparative values of difforent property | years ago this fall, and have the bestd paitor Willamotto Farmor :

than furnished by the consus of 1880, l

stand 1 have had in a4 numbor of yoars

In 1860 the pational wealth was|The ground on which I raised my corn
twenty-four thousand millions of dollars, [ the last two years, I expect 1o plant to
in 1880 it was forty thousand millions, | artichokes for the purpose of wintering

of which farms and the personal prop-
erty incident thereio inereased from
eight thousand willions to twelve thon-
sand millions. In 1560 farming proper-

my hogs, as I find they winter well on
them and it saves a greatdeal of tronble
I will give youn my experience with arti-
ghokes, if yon desire it, and also with a

ty amounted to one-third of the nation’s | little corn I brought from Marshall

| We are still in e snow kneo d 2
but &s to health and lrll-llly we ura ull
righit, or at loast most of us, a8 wo have
our stoek in goml shape and plenty of
feed to carry them throngh, though
there are & few who have no feed for
their stock and who are wo hide-bound
and penny-wise to buy of those who have
plenty to spare, and of eourse they will
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lose their stock. We don't pity such
men, but do their stock

There have been a good many barns
fallen in by the weight of the snow, and
u gront deal of feed i= exposed to the ele-
ment and will apoil if we have our usual
amonnt of rain, as it is impossible to re-
cover or builid again as there is no ma
terind to bo had, as the state of the roads
is such that teams eannot tracel. Qur
mail matter has been very mueh out of
shape rineo the storm and we know lit-
tle about the outside world or how it is
with our fellow-men, Hope it is better
with them than with ue,

I think the storm will somewhat dis-
conrage this year's immigrants, as they
have heard so much about the climate
andd the absence of snow, thongh I would
advise them to be of good eheer ns this
kind of weathor is not common for
Oregon, and it may never occur again,
at least 1 hope not.

What is known as the Riehardeon
bridge, across Crabtreo ercek, in gone;
cansge, too much snow, which mashed in
the roof and broke the stringers. One
old shed of our neighbor, Leo Morris,
fell in and canght his son under it, but
strange it was, he came out but little
hurt but badly seared,

Wo hear that a son of James Elliott,
of California, is here on husiness and
wishes to sell his (ather's old homestead,
which consists of one thousand aeres of
fine land.

Our friend 8. W, Gaines, two miles
sonth of Scio, is in the poultry business
up to his eyes.  He has ns fine poultry
as can be found on the const, and is still
importing some handsome birds. We
saw 0 trio which he recelved Inst weok
from Ohijo, and to say they were hand-
some would be only putting it mildly, as
thoy were the finest birds we ever had
the pleasure of looking at. SBuch moen
should be enconraged in such enterprise,
and Sam is just the man o make it pay
if work and pains can do-it, as he prides
himself on doing things in the most im:
proved style. Anyone wishing fine poul-
try would do well to eall on him, as he
will be able to furnish them with the
very best at reasonable prices,

Our Grange (Santinm) is moving along
slowly, though we hope sucecssfnlly ; it
has been o tryiu g time on yo Grangoers,
ns produee of all k'nds have raled very
low for the pust season, in fact below
cost to the farmer, and whon that is the
cose all suffer alike, ns it mukes hand
timos.

We hope our Legislature will do some-
thing to compw! the different railronds to
give us a reasonanble freight tavill, as
their rates are too high and out of pro
portion to the need of the public,

There is not over one-third as much
fall wheat ns last year in this part of old
Linn, as a good many farmers have con-
eluded that flax pays better than wheat
and will try that the coming season, and
s good many are turning their attention
to grass and stock, which 1 think is a
good idea,

Scio is quite a business place dod her
citizons semn to be willing to live and
let live, Land in this part of the valley
i# choap and woe would advise those
wishing homes with goosd neighbors to
come this way and will never have eause
to regret & look at this country, whether
they buy or not,

Hoping the Fawsipe a prospecous
yuar, with a full support of the farming
community, I am traly yours, 0. K.

Gone to Rest.

Easr Pontraxp, Or., Dec, 27, 1581,
Edivor Willamette Fanuer:

Another pioneer has beon called
hi# homo obove. Mr Christian Deor
dorfl came to this State wany yeurs ago
and has lived most of his time in this
vicinity, He had reached the advanced
age of seventy-nine yeurs, and was hon
ored and respectad by all who knew him.
Full well did we know for many montha
that his time was short and his depar-
ture was near at hand, but that is some
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thing pretty hard to o, to prepare our
selves to beeomo reconciled to give up a
friond, but now we are called upon to
deplore the loss of the departed, He
leaves o wife who laments his loss, whi
hat doved and kindly cared for her for
over fifty years, My, Deordorfl leaves
three sons, all prosperous farmers, two
having lnrgo families.

Mr. Doovdoril’ was o Christian in evory
sense s ho was dovoted to his chureh, &
kind and indulgent husband, an aflee-
tionate father and an olserver of the
golden rule given ns by our great
Teacher:  “Do unto others ns  ye wonld
have them do unto yon'

Mus, E, J, I

Woather Keport for Decomber, 1884,

Eora, January 1, 15885,
Editor Willamette Farmor:

During Jan., 1884, there wore 11 days
daring which rin and snow fell, and
an aggregate of 6,00 inches of water,
b elear, B fnir nnd 10 cloudy days other
than thoso on which rain foll,

The mean temperature for the month
was JO.T3 deg.

Highest daily mean temperature for
the month, 42 deg. on the 2d.

Lowest daily mean temperature for the
month, 1 dog. on the 17th.

Mean temperature for the month at
2 o'cliwk 1, M., HE R Y] llt'}..','.

Highest temperature for the month, 49
at 2 v a.on the 4th.

Lowest tompernture for the month, 8
dog. nt O v, s on the 2.

Sixty inches of spow fell during the
month, which settled down and melted
away until there was not at any time s
groater dopth than 36 to 38 inches.

The prevailing winds for the month
were from the north  during 23 days,
south 3 dayg, south-west b days.

During Dec., 1883, there were 10 rainy
days el 5,63 inches of water, G clear,
and 15 clowdy days.

Mean wmpernture  for
40,32 deg,.

Highost daily mean temporature for
the month, H50.02 deg., on the 26th.

Lowest daily mean temperature for
the month 26 deg, on 31st.

T. PrARCE,

tho Ilm!l“l,

A Dok Law Needed.
Winrraken, Or, Jan, 2, 1885,
Editor Willamoette Farmor:

While there is w0 much being suid
ubout the mortguge tax question, I think
the farmers overlook an important guos
tion. Why don't we have n dog luw?
The Indians dog law for
How much wo lose by the ravages of
think friend Hunt can
give us some interesting points oo this

instance.
nll'ﬂ' LT |

stthjoet.  Will you induce him o give us
the extracts concerning such o law?
CiTizes,

Rerey —The colwmns of the Fansen
are open to the diseussion of all such
questions.  There is no doubt of the value
of such a law and while the wrm of the
Lagislature is short it behooves those
interested to act promptly and to the
point.—=En, |

The Woather in Umpqua.

Wirsuen, Or, Dee, 0, 1584,
Editor Willamette Farmar:

I saw in lost week's Fausun that there
had been heavy sleot hore.  There was
# sleet storm newr Oukland, but none
here, There is no snow in the valley
now, but some in sight on the hills.

H. M. Maunx,

Ir vou pox'r want the Fansmer for
1880 drop us a0 postal card and say so.
We don't want to lose a single sub-
seriber, but shall not foree our paper on
nnyone,

Additional earthquakes ogenrred in
Spain every day lnst woek, The ety of
Alhmns was thrown down hill ; 10,000
hewd of enttle perished ; the people are
eamped in the flelds.  Showers of stone
fell in some places, Many children's
bodies are buriad and eannot be recov-
erod, Many flssures in the carth ap-
peared,

Gienuine cod are caught in a pool
on the beach at Hwaco.



