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do in Wall 8treet, it is no botter than a
bunko game, sl not as good by any
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THE PARMERS AND THE LAW MAX

——

We balieve to the fullest in the organ-
jzation of the producers of ‘our State in
elose fellowship nud social ties, te enable
them to rise superior to prejudice in
working for their common interest.

00 | They represent the State and their land

is what makes the State. They have an
interest in ench others welfare because
one common interest governs them all:

them  work in common to  insire good
government and healthy  legislation.
But  there is no harmonious co-opers:
tion and no general fellowship among
them.,  We hear many complaints that

ply Lack nimbers
11 18 1s desirod by sulmoribors Lo seciire all basoes ey |
miet arrings to sondd in thele penowals in anaple the
te reach tnin ofios before expimtion,
& Al pabseribare dan tedl by the printed tig on"BR 1
£ thalr papur exuctly wlien thair tinie will oxpdre. =%
Another important point: ALL COMMUKNICATIONE
AND LETTERS BHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO TIHE
HWILLAMETTE FARMER"

“ALL FE;u;ifl?hﬁ'xﬁsmn AT THE EXPIEA
Ti0N OF THE TIME PAID FOI o
T ArANYONE RECEIVING A COPY OF
THIS PAPER WILL CONSIDER IT AN
INVITATION TO SUBSCRIBE.

= =t

IMPORTANT NOTICE.

Pont Send Money tous through
Agents,

With the 1‘!’[‘5{-'-]-”_]“\\" rate at which
Yostan Nores can be purchased on any
maney order offiec we must insist npon
onr subgeribers Imying them and remit:
ting to us diveet. 1t secms that agents
vake the money and charge us for the
foe, and all the way from 10 cents to 23
cents pdditional,  This i= not right and
wo shall hereafter epedit thie snbseriber
for just what money we receive,  Our
only agents are J, H. McClung, Eugene;
. 1. Buber, of Junction City; and
Miller Brow, Portland; ¥, L. Kinton, Al-
tany; Wm. Cyrns, Scio; and Joo, W.
Noland, Jeffer=on.  James MePhillips of
McMinnville. Al of whom ™ do it
for nothing, We also linve a My, Sharp,
who is in Washington Territory at pres-
ent, who has anthorfly to solieit.  ‘This
order will in nowise interfers with those
who get up neighborhood clubs and who
ave indivdually and personally known,

“T'ie Max oy 1o Hovse" is the title
of a story book that comes to ns from
1he publishing house of 1. Lathrop & Co,
Boston, one of the youtha books that are
<0 interekting and convey a noal that
i® execllent.  Renben Stone, o Ve fel-
low of ton, tries to help his other W
warn a Yiving in a lange ¢ity. They have
a hard time of it but Renben tries to be
“4he man of the homse! and sueceeds
wory wonderfully.  Having good prinei-
ples he attracts sttention wud they all
come out happy and  prosperons after
covere trinds,  The adventures  amd mis
hiaps of Renben, und his wonderfnl e
voymination 1o be a Loy with rveliable
]II'i'Ill.‘i]ll\'H Torms the interest ofe the vol-
ames It s rewmarkably well weitten and
is lnble to the charge of being oo gowl,
and Reuben is o wanderinl boy 1o do all
B is oredited with,  The book s very
sntoresting for young peaple and 18 cal

enlated todo no hiens, as the marye!lons
wotider storive of the day ave apt 1o, bat
plainly inenleates good principles .n.-!1
tho value of rehigions vhwmeter. “The
Mun of the Blotse™ will be ped with
| THYLETS I-.\' e olidiers an waell as the JOUng. |
As T fucts cone <o digght we h-..ru:
1he dotails of the
rereibde wavek of
oo about, It seen
swore not openls ni! fairly condneted
When Me. Villaed wished to come on
the last spike excirsion, sivs the New
York Sun, he “borrowed  five million
dollars of “bosom friends,” to use in pay
ing off prossing cluios against the com-
pany. The directors of th Northern e
¢ fie did not know thut the woad had cost |
many millions more than the estimates. |
Yillard knew this bt dared oot tell the
other directors beestse of the trouble
sure (o follow, e oxplaned &l this, |
however, o the friends, bankers in Nrw\
York, he bhorrowed foo $5 000,000 of,
and then camie away with his excursion
These “bosom friciads" waal this knowl-
edge to organize the “hear raid” that
followed. They made saine millions by
#. by ruining Villard who guve them
hin confidonce.  The whole story is very
|h"mah.ll. u;w'pl. that Villaxd, llllw,‘
say, aacriticed all his immense property
10 make good the seourities belonging

THENT in which the

hie N illard |n|l|i'-llh||"~:

s that mntters

1o the company that he hypothecatad to ||

yuine the mosuy. That is the only gleam
of light in the trupsactions. His friends
inhumanly betrayed him, Villand kuew
that the Northern
involved and A
tors knaw it 0 ¢

are futile. The remedy is in their own
lands and iz not applied.

Spring will bring another political
campaign and political parties will sue
cessfully elnim the allegiance of their
old-titne  following. They will put up
men for oftice who are partisans without
inguiry whether they relinbly understand
and will work for the inter@® of farm-
ers. M our hll[.;g-'.-li')ll Lo nrglll’li:ﬂ: furm-
ers' vlubs in vvery neighborhood could
be enrricd ont ond the farmers of the
country meet there in fumiliar and social
fellowship to diseus< avory topie of in-
teresl, such clibs might answer the im-
portant  purpose of ealling ont right
views on taxation and every othoer matter
of moment. As it is, the legislature
will be elected without sufficient previ-
ons consideration and  members will go
unprepured oo their work, whereas, if
furmers met and debated important guies-
tions, the work of the session wguld  be
in some measure prepared.

Our State is assuming proportions that
are fur beyond what we have known and
it is entering conditions that require to
be thoronghly undemstood by our legisla-
tors, The forty days ol session go by
and little good ia accomplisned. The
time is long enough, if work could be
properly laid out, but so short that de-
signing men can manage business in &
way to prevent proper work being done
There are always sharp practitioners in
a legislature who are too mueh for unso-
phisticated members and manage to
“pull the wool over their eyes” I a
good bill puasses it is defeated by some
fault purposely perpetrated. The ways
of preventing newded  legislation are
many,

There is no hope of unitexd  action
nmong  funpers seeure the nomi-
nation and elegtion of the best men and
most capable. Wo should know in ad-
vance what 1o expect of our members
cleet.  They  ghomld be sonnded  as to
their preference for United States Sena-
tor, aod se w0 their views coneerning o
Stite Railroad Commission.  Experience
ut the Enst, shows that stuch o commis-
stioni s the ondy way to protect the inter-
of ull No corporation
can fairtly object o such o conmission
andd rilvond companies begin o realize
that fair control by Seite law  is nn ad-
vantoge, W shall see a national rail-
rossd commigsion astablished by Congress
and every State must work  in havmony
withat Envions or nalieions  persons
have e wogreent ado about the Fake-

Lo

ot copeorned

MEE's  position with tegard o monopo-
rewders know that
we huve adwavs insistod that corpormtions
and transportativn eompanies should be
luw: thint we

ties, bt our consbant

ot Lo Linve never

whiown e least Atbservieney to money
power of any kind

Li vioniisy 1= to by tesd ongre liaw = nesd
to be made so posttive that there can be
uo evasion wid that wxation shadl e
If o taxpayer
reeoalts debt o SR paan, b r-]l.lll'lill
give s written statomment of every dollar
st exean s, ..:ni SWelr L it. The as-
sossor should b reguired to perform his
dutios theroughly. To secure full re-
tirns of money there muat be very strin-
gent regquirenients wnd such & pena'ty
that no oue will dure w0 transgress.

W shonild likl' 10 sy I]||' most inelli
gend wimong our fanmers in she next leg-
winture  preparad  to anderstand  these
suestions sl vete upon them  Also,
proparad to sleet a Senator of e Unit-
wd Stutes who will be @ bvave wepresen
whve ol the IH‘"p"' and not a tool  fer
any bl Thot is one of the duties the
nest  Legisature must  perfiorm.  The
Sendtor wihe goos 10 represent  Uregon
should b & man snmong men and an
honor ta onr Stale. The next Logisla-

eqital  and consistent.

ture bas important duties o perform
aud i the faruers of the Stlale assert
themselves they ean devile how and by
whom these duties shall be performed.

" _""‘“’ accusations and
ot e

This community of interest shonld make

? WHAT WE SAY.
Wo publish eommunications on the

minrtgage tax law but we have a hit of
actual experience to relate that is worth
more than mere argument. A prom-
inent hardware merchant in Salem, met
s on the street the other day and enlled
attention to the eounty tax roll, especial-
Iy to the fact that his taxes chmpare with
the tax paid by men of much greater
wealth, that too, while his property is
not all in Marion county. He asks:
“How is it that I pay more tax than
gome who are mueh richer and hali as
much as men who are at least’ten times
as vich asT am?” Sure enough how is it?
We have no disposition to eall in ques-
tion the honesty of the men le named
over, a dozen or more of them, but the
fact stares the world in the face that
men of moderate means pay the taxes
and support the government. The very
wealthy men do not often respond to the
pssessor in proportion to their reputed
woalth., How toovercome this is a very
important-matter. To secure a full re-
10 of property might answer but that
is not easily done, They say: “ I have
money due me but I don’t know that
these debts can e collected and don't
choose to pay taxes on them.  In many
cases they evidently don't report them
at all.  When it is suggested to tax pay-
ers that one 'way to wark a remedy will
be to not tux money, then a cry goes up
“You are sold out to the money lenders.”
The same is said if a suggestion is made
that money can be unduly taxed under
the mortguge tax law. But the money
lender can be reached if his money is
not taxed, because money % certain to
come here from abrond in that case,” It
will become abundant and cheap. In
terest in California on good security is
six and seven per cent. and soon will be
80 here if we encourage it. That is one
view of the matter but not the only one,
The assessor shonld reccive from every
tax payer n sworn list of his assets and
debts. Make a severe penalty for non-
compliance or for frandulent returns, a
penalty that will hurt, and add some

we shall see seamething like relormation
in taxation. The assessor should be
compelled to demand a written statement
from every person and swear him to it,
with his signature attached. Of course
the rich man will complain of having
sueli an inquisition made into his affairs
lmt there is no other way to accomplish
the dusired end.  Personal feeling must
give way to the public good. The man
woderate means cannot evade the
assessor very well, The man who is
very wealthy very often ean. It is nec-
estiry to have the laws amended and
for that purpose an onlinary session is
insufficient. There will be a Senator to
eloct and that will very likely demoral-
ize the whole session,  Forty days will
not nearly answer to pass our reveunue
laws unid do everything else that neads
to be done.  We hear it advocated that
a Constitutionul  convention shall be
called to revise matters and give our
Stute a new start. There is some danger
in that' but not so much if the people
are left o ratify the work of  the con-
vention, L

While we ocensionally present the
argnment in favor of not taxing wmoney,
and do not hesitate to say that we
shiould like to sec it tried, we hava no
expeetation o see it adopted, and merely
show that side of the case to be impar-
tinl.  The present tax law shonld stand,
with some amendments perhaps, and
with some addition to make the daty
of agsessors plain beyond a doult. The
wouble has often been that they had too
nnich latitude, whercas they should have
nonie at all, but bave their duties specified
g0 that they must teat the poor and
rich alike.  When we look st it the mat-
tor takes this shape: We have protected
men iy meking money and acting nnder
the protection ul our liws they have be-

of

would be gl W recognize the laow that
has thus protectea them in business, and
insured their presperity, and  be glad to
puy, out of theie wealth, a fuir share
towanls supparting the government that
has and does benefit them s much,
But ton often the very men who owe
most to the law stiive the hardest o set
it sside. They shirk their taxes and
actually defraud the govermment that

can possibly be meaner than this we
cannot ssa ik, unless it wonkd b o take
bread from the mouthis of orphans. and

one would do the other,

DIFFERENT SCHEMES OF TAXATION

Mr. Eilend of Polk connty, writes again
on the much disonssed tax law.  Heputs
the plain question: As mobey is actn-
ally the best property why should it noy
be tazed? To this we answer: i is per

time in a county jail besides,and then.

has been their protector, 11 any thing '

most likely the man who could do the |

this question of fuxation [rom every
standpoint. To commenes with, let it
be understood that this time the Fan-
ser makes no argument of its own, but
sots forth the arguments advanced by
others.

First: The general sentiment suys«
The mortgage tax law i= right in making
it impossible to evade taxation, If money
is to be taxed let us invent laws 1o seeure
full returns of those who own or loan it.
A=z Mr, Eilers says: Every tax-payer
should ign his name in full and make
onth to return.  If money is to be taxed
and debt is to be offset and exempt, then
the asseszor must learn from every debtor
who he owes; have a list made of his
creditors and what he owes each. That
has been time after time stated a= the
proper way in the Farmzr. We have
advoeated what the Jtemizgr has, that
every tax-payer shall make a full, writ-
ten statement and swenr to it, and saffer
a heavy penality if he swenrs falscly.
Mortgages show for themselves on the
records, but other debts do not, <o the as-
sessor must gather them in by sworn
statements, This will necessitate corre
gpondence and hook-keeping, beeause a
mun’sereditors may be seattered throngh
the counties of the State and the debt he
offsets in one county must be taxed in
another. Thie eannot be done without
great expense and after all the ereditor
can say his debt i not a good one and
refnse to be taxed on it.

The principle of the mortgage tix law
15 entirely correct, but to earry it ont
fully will require great expense and, do
the best you ean, a part of the debts ofl-
sot will evade taxation, When a man
suys his debtor is uncertain how are you
guing to prove the contrary?

Second: The money lender says he
pays too much tax when his m¢ -rtga ge is
assessed at its full fuce, because other
property is asseased in no county at over
80 to 40 pet cent. of its money value or
cost. The money lender says the tax
law is right if ecither property wus as-
sessed at its full value, as the law re-
quaires, or, by just equalization, money
was assessed in propotion to the valua-
tion placed on properly. We have never
scen a money, lender who complained of
paying taxes, but of puying too much
taxes they do complain,

Third: “There are those who =y all
land and property should be taxcd wher-
ever found to whoever possesses it. Not
‘from & question of right but than merely
as a guestion of expediency, money and
aceounts should not be taxed and debts
should not be exempt, simply becanse
both lead to frand and complicate the
business of raising revenne, They claim
that exemption of money from taxation
will work no hardship; will not increase
taxes on property or do injustice to any
class whatever. " Tiy sayv: to exempt
money from taxation will cause money
to become abundant as it will eome herc
freely from other conntries aml reduce
interest to T per cent. This will com-
pensite to the borrowor for paying taxes
on his property and for abolishing the
present exemption of indebtedness. It
will inerense the State revenues largely,
and decrense the eost of collectingit. It
will do awny with fraud and demoraliza”}
tion that now prevail and the farmer, as
a tax paver, will not pay any more than
his just share. The present cxemption
for debt is about ten millions in Oregon
more than the total of “money, notes
and aeconnts” that are returned for tax-
ntion in the assessment.  This shows
the extent o which fraud prevails and

FARM TALKS.

What crops to raise and low 1o raise
them is the important guestion in farm
life. The vicissitudes we mevt with
make itimpossible to reduce to certainty
any branch of farming, but some ore
more certain than others, Our region
too has a better ropmtation for relinbili-
ty than most others, We read of fail-
ures very commonly in other lands and
can be thankful for what we have. The
farmer who has o large acreage in wheat
has been looking with apprehension at
thie cold weather, fearful that injnry may
result, bt so far the winter has done]
little harm and crop praspects are good.
Many are purchasing imported stock
and putting down improved pastures.
The salo of grass seed increases cvery
vear. It is well enough to raise wheat
but it seoms to us that our Western Or-
cgon farmer should improve his methods
in wheat growing and raise heavy erops,
not be satisfied with fifteen to twenty
bushels to the aere.  East of the moun-
tains wheat will be grown on summer-
fallowed land with success for many
vears to come, Barley stands pow at a
price that would pay well and we won-
der why more i¢ not grown with us.
Eastof the Cascades it makes a good
crop almost anywhere, and even in the
Willamette valley turns off well,  Isn
it a mistake then, not to grow it asa
change of crop? It is claimed that
barley alternates well with wheat ; that
wheat does , well following it and that
barley strnw is much hetter feed than
oitt or wheat straw, Some one has told
us that barley straw aed mill feed make
good fodder for mileh cows. Barley, too,
is good feed to muke pork. Five bushels
of barley is equal to four bushels of
wheat for that purpose. We notice that
Larley bears a high price and ig import-
ed from Qalifornin.  This valley cannot
do better than to alternate barley with
whent oceasionally.

A correspondent wrote last week that
Lincoln grass does not answer expecta-
tione on their farms and advises people
not to sow it.  Here seems to be a diller-
ente of opinion and we must study the
question to decide what makes it answer
well for one and ill for another. Perhaps
there is a difference in soil and locality
to account for it.  'We shall be glad to
have our friends discuss the matter,

Dairying is certain to grow and become
an important industry and home dairies
must soon render ug independent of Cal-
ifornia and the East. We see that Port-
‘land houses have a better supply of but-
ter than heretofore. There is good
dairying land to be had along the moun-
tains. andon the river bottoms,in all parts
of the eonntry, so that the new comor
who wikhes ‘to engage in dairying ean
have the opporiunity todo so.  Probably
no country offers greater inducements
for that branch of production. How-
ever good the natural advantages may
be the dairyman should prepare feed for
winter, and perhaps as well, when he
has dry pasture, for summer. He can
grow corn 1o make ensilage hore almost |

as well as uu_\w_____-#-"’”

rm_l.irnmkzm1l1 of our old friend,
the late Linus Brooks, of French Praivie,
gendg s o jar of elear honey made from
Elk wewd, in answer to un assertion
mude of late that the Elk weed honey
was flavorless. Al argament would be
wasted with that honey to refute it for it
is clear, delicions, has no taste unpleas-
ant, no quality but is needed in honey,

tempt to enforce the prasent law,
bagin with, this ten millions of dndehi-
odness will swell the general assoss ot
Who would be injured? The darmwr

est. which will make him whole

pn'-lnmit.iun to make money free. “el

is that money shall be taxed in propor-
tion to its gctual value as other property
i5. Our readers, or eorregpondents seem
to misunderstand  this Matter.  The
mouney lender is willing to be taxed, only
Iho claims that by the present way of on-
forcing the luw he i= undaly taxed. The
proposition o omit money from aseess:
ment is purely an econonile guestion
proposed by advanced students of polit-
ical economy as worthy of trisl.  They
say © money is alwvays represonted by
Imm investment. It is loanad to the
government, (o corporations, to individ-
uale,  If you tax property in sight yon
include the money it borrows.  Those
who have and use money have miny
ways to conceal it aml evade taxation.
Ro many o this that it canses demorali-

ion, 80 this class of paolitical econo-

advocate,

the difficulty that will attend any ui-|
l (8 1
Ladiara buen,

We take it that the Elk weed is the tall
flower that grows up in the mountains
I it can make such honey
ws this, and it ddoes if My, Brooks says

su, there 15 money —or shoald be —in

will be nssessed and taxed ust as be = Juviog bees to work it np into delicions
now if out of debt, and if he is a debior :
he will soon get money at vedoced inter- :
The |
money lender does not advoeate this  His apiary is on Silver ereek, above Sil-

hdiey

This paragraph 1o be complete
winist give Mr, Brooks eredit for enter-
prise ag well as skill in managing hees,
o

vorton, -gnd produces  thonsands

come rich, One woukl think such men | pove nor seen ane that does, all they aek [of pounds of honey both eomb and

strained.  He most be in the far-famed
honey belt where honey dew ialls so
heavily. Buat this i not from honey
dew he scnds to us. He puts np his
honey nicely and no donla finds a good
market for it

In instituting these * Farm Talks * we
hoped that onr numerons correspondents
would help us out with cecasional facts
apd fametes It 15 an escellent idea to
work up in briel paragraphs things that
are worth telling, and to get down the
little points for others 10 Jake up and
toss ahwnt, Many & good thing may be
brought ont in this manner.  Come on
then, and take a hand in the game.

St ns migERS WiLL please bay & postal
note or send by registerad Jettar to us
direct.  Dan't pay it W any one else but
remit to we We will send a receipt
showing exactly how their dates estand
on our books. We cannol pay agents,
the price is as low a4 we can afford
publish the Wnrawerre Fanmxan.
one year $200; six montls,

z

o
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FENCE POST.

Mtr. Dexter Field writes to us abons
his want of success in securing fence
posts to last, and it iz evident from what
he says that nelther fir or cedar posts
can be depended on to be permanent.
There is something (or people elaim
there is) in*entting timber when the sap
isupin the tree or when it is notup,
and we have often read during many
years time that expert woodsmen ean
tell when to cut timber for rails or posts
to have it remain durable. We have
seen conl-tar commended, 8o once ona
time we dipped the end of well-seasoned!
posts, fir lumber in them, into hot coal-
tar, stood np the butd of the post in the
iron kettle that held the boiling tar,
They got a good coating of it, but when
we took those posts up last year they
were all thoroughly decayed, and we
conld noi see where the coal-tar had ever
beenn on them. This experiment was
thorongh and gives us all the evidence
we care for as to the yalne of conl-tar as
a preservative,

We have heard that to set a post the
top end down made them last, as it ex-
cluded water from soakingin, Weread
lately of a man who has had varied ex-
perience with fence posts, and he says
Lhat he set sawed posts, that were cut
tapering and the butt alternated at
citherend. As they all rotted at the
same time he couldn’t see any advan-
tage. That is our experience also. We
read of posts that endure a lifetime, anc
we also read of ships a century old. I
seems that circnmstances somctime
make timber very lasting, while the ger
eral evidence is that no timber is reall
enduring.

One prescription we have seen, thi
looks reasonable, and we shall tryit
thoroughly some time, but perhaps sowe
one has already made a trial and cn
give experience. - We rofer to the pln
of painting the butts of seasoned pdm,
of any kind of timber, with boiled linsel
oil thickened with fine charcoal dusto
give it consistency, The theory,)
couree, is that the oil is a preservatie
and strikes in deeply and the coal dst
forms an indistractible coating “tht
combined make the wood impregnale
against §me's ravages or the effectaf
80il and climate. This plan may bé s
and satisfactory, and if so shonld e
known and appreciated. It is truly &
important matter, very important, as t¢
expense of fencing land actually kee
people in moderate ecircumstances pot
all their lives. To invent a good post|
to solve a great question. The wij
fencing of this age if we could use |
with imperishable posts, could reduc
the whole business of land andeits cul;
vation or use to a certainty it never y§
has had. If any one can tell us abou
the virtue of poste of ordinnxy wood
painted with ehareonl dust and oil we
shall be glad to hear of it. 2

We once made a fire and laid tlo
butts of dry posts on it until they werd
thoroughly charred, believing that char
eoal would preserve the wood, but thoad

posts went the way of all other fence
pste—in about five years, \

OLDS & KING, |

I86 First Street,
PORTLAND, OR.

We call speeial atten-
tlon to our Large Assort-
ment of .

ADIES AND
CHILDREN'S
CLOAKS,
hich we offer at the
lowest possible prices for

goods.
Our stock of dry goods
is always kept complete

tain goods as satisfactor=
Iy as if personally in
r store,
. The greatest cae taken

filling Orde's by mail

feotly right and just 10 taz money. The |dividuale who compose it
only question ls, whether it is expediont MM.,““ h:mmﬁnxdmm
0 do so.  Now, ae Mr. Eilegs says faror- | nugnte sdvanced 1o sustain them, very
ers’ clubs are lorming, we will review [briefiy. stated of conme.
ik G bl - Lo
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