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How to Trap the Skunk.

SareN, Dec. 20, 1883,
Editor Willamette Farmer :

The right'way to trap a skunk i an
easy way; but how many farmers know
how to do it properly? I have an idea
of my own, and although it bids fair to
be a “hard winter,” I'll not keep the idea.
It is as follows;:

Now, how to manage. Take any kind
of a steel trap (Newhouse No. 1 is best),
fasten it to the end of a pole, or narrow
atrip of board about 8 or 10 feet lo:ic.
something light, that ean be handlec
ensy. Set the trap anywhere the in-
truder will be mast likely to get in, suy
in the barn, or atthe doorstep. Tie the
opposite end of pole [rom which trap *
fastened to something that will hold the
skunk, or, drive a stake, being careful
not to set the trap where he will wind
up, as among tools, near a bush, or such
like, During the night he will be canght.
Louk at your trap emly so as to spring it
before chickens get in if you should fail
to cateh your skunk., If you have him,
then don't go too near, and don't allow a
dog around or anything that will
frighten him, for a skuuk never dis-
charzes his offensive odor at being
caught in a steel trap. He does not like
it himself. He wants to keep his coat
clean, and will only use his ‘weapon in
defense. Unfasten your pole gently,
then begin to draw him out of his trap;
work carefully; do not let any thing
touch him. After yon are started, say a
rod, by dragging him after you then
you may walk fast, or ran: he will not
discharge, Go to the nearest decp water
and drown him, by leading him down in
and rolling the ehain round the pole so
as to draw him under, being careful not
to hit him., If managed right one will
geldom discharge, Let him be nnder
water fully five minutes after he ceases
to struggle, then take bim out and bury
hime. If you leave him in the sun he
may still eome o life. If you wish to
suve his skin or oil, I willtell yon how.

Beginto ent and skin around the tuil,
Leing carefnl to eut only skin deep, as
the two glands or =acks which hold all
the perfume which are about the size of
a wild plum. lie each side, and a little
under the root of tail. If yon ent
through them it will =poil your knife and
drive vou off.  As 2oon as you skin far
enough, eut the sacks ont: don't be
saving of meat round them. Dig a
hole and bury them a foot deep, then
complete your work as carelessly as yon
wish, and noone will ever know orsus-
pect yon have been handling skunks,
and the whole neighborhood will not
howl “there’s a skunk aronnd.”

ANTI-FRUSK.

Evergreen Millet---Crop Outlook, Etc.
AvMsvinig, Dec, 20, 188i,
Kditor Willamette Farmer:

Having tried the much-advertised
“Eyergreen Millet,” or Johinson grass, it
may interest your readers to learn of my
success, or failure. Last winter I en-
deavored to procure some seed for ex-
periment from  Portland., but wag in-
formed that the supply was exhansted,
I afterwards obtained a handful from a
neighbor, who had heen more fortunate
(or unfortunate) than myself. This 1
sowed carefully in drills, in March last
—s0il A No. | red-hill land.  About one-
half the seed came up in May and zrew
very slowly until the warni,, growing
weather set in, when it made » more
rapid growth, and finally. attained an
average height of three feet, T mnst do
this grass, or millet, the justice 1o =ay
that this was during our extremely dry
summer just past, and it was on dry
hill land, and it would no doubt do bet-
ter in a more favorable season, and,
also, on lower and mwoister gronund. It

rodneed some seed. but the first white
Koot killed it 1o the ground. Thut set-
tles it as winter pasture grass The |
roots are yet alive in the gronnd. and it |
remains 1o be seen what a ireeze will do
for them. i the poor thing survives the
winter I shall note what it does next
spring and summer: bot I conclude
from present experience that it will
make its a nee late in the spring,
to be early Lilled in the fall, pruvies s
Illttlnlunl;. Of its value o~ @
hay farther experiment is neces
sary. If i roots prove pereonial. aod
itx can_successfully

mlhml, wild oats, eic.,

may do us some good. But I am har-
mssed with doubt. Some kind of grnss
that will succeed as a hay, and winter
pasture garss, on the wheat lands of the
red hills, is the grass now wanted in this
section. Orchand grass i& better for
}umlnre than timothy, bat is not as good
or liay. Mesquite grass makes 8 heavy
growth on low land, but is not good for
hay, but iz not 20 well relished by stoek
s 1 pasture grass; ne’ her will bear hand
freezing. We have a native Blue grass
which iz becoming quite common in
these hills, which makes a fair pasture,
but is unproduetive for hay. It is high-
1¥ relished hy stock ; makes a strong sod;
bears drouth, freezing and elose crop-
ping well; is tenacious of life, but we
don't take kindly to it. Tt is too small
a producer. But it grows all winterin
sunny days, and under snow, in season
and out of season, and onee started ina
field of John=on grass, would probably
gobble that evergreen! while it was
itsleep in the ground.

Winter wheat looks well—bhetter than
usual at this season. Fall plowing is
well advanced, althongh rain is needed
to make it plow well, but the farmers
are keeping at it, and more than the
usual acreage of February and spring
grain will be sown.

Huxey KEse,

Letter from Lilinols.

Hanr=neren, I11, Dee. 28, 1883,
Editor Willamette Farmer :

As I have not geen anything in the
Fanyer from our State 1 thought 1
wonld write a few lines and contribnte a
few items. After a fine dry fall we are
having real winter weather, with about
four inches of snow. Earmers are haul-
ing in their corn pretty Lively, and it is
only worth 80 cents here. on aceount of
the bad condition of corn this year,
eanzed by a cold. wet, backward spring.
There is but little dry, sound corn in
this country, and it 2eems to be a pretty

neral thing throughont the States.

Ve had but little corn in Ilineis last
year that would grow, and T think then
will be less this year. The wajority o
the carn that was shipped in Lo for
seed did not do well.

Our oat crop was goad : wieal ouly
abont half a crop ; grass good ; vegetabiles
fair, the potato crop being abondant ;
frnit searce,

1 like the diseription given of Oregon
and Washington through vour most ex-
cellent paper: I think the Lest means
possible to learn all alout & country is
to take and read a good, relinhle paper
from the same, 1 believe that Oregon
and Washington iz destined to make a
fine country in the near future, You
seem to bhave all the resonrces that is
necessary o make it rich, and a pleazant
climate,

I'will write again some tinme in the
futnre, Yours fraternally,

I=ane Buppwoon,

CRANGE ELECTIONS.

Sarem, Dee, 27, 1881,
Editor Williimetie Farmer:

Miurion County Pomona Grange has
vlected  officers for 188 as  {ollows:
Dan’l Clark., M.: K. H, Bellinger, 0.;
3. Vogrheos, Leetuyer; D, H, Lafollett,
= W. M, Hilleary, A, 8. A, Swephens,
Chap.; F. It. Smith, 'l’r--u_‘ . K. suong,
Sec.: E. Kimsey, G, K.: Murtha A.
Minto, Pomona: Pherne strong, Flora;
Irene L, Hilleary, Ceres: 1. M. Kimsey,
L. A S who will ke installed on the
Ard of January.

The =alem Grange lLas also elected
otficers for 1884, 1o wit:  E., Strong, M.:
G. . Glenn, O ; Dan'lClark, L.; F. R.
smith, 8. M. Halbert, A. 8. ; 1. P. Rob-

ertson, (‘bap: L. Johnson, T.: A
Biephen:, Sec.: = G. Pugh, 4. K
Pherie Sswong, I': Mary J. Lousignont,

Flora: Martha 1. Miller, Ceres; Ellen
Bagley, L. A, 5. The officers eleet of
=ulem Ghrange will be installed on the
b oof Jannary. E. Brhose,

What Will Cure Warts on Horses

Pieasast Hing, Or,, Dee, 24, IR0,
Fditor Willarette Farmer:

I have, iriend one of your subsrib
ers—whe i= desirons o see @ onre for
warts un hovses.  In this case one is on
the homes breast, and the other on the
sheath. =hould you, or any of your
many resders, know a cure, please pul-
lish it in the Favmin and greatly oblige

A SuUns RIBER

[Nore—We will endeavor to givea
remedy for this case in our next issue.
The practical experience of any reader

q-ru'ﬂll ]
and b tums of & good crop of hay, il

will he cheerfully published.—FEpiron. |

The First Furmers' Club.
Avysving, Or, Do, 24, 1883,
Editor Willamette Farmer.

A Farmers' Club has been organized
here under favorable auspices. It holds
its regular meetings on the first Satur-
day of each month at one o'elock, . M.,
at Kiene's school house,

We have also a regular old-fashioned
debating elub running at the same place
and meeting on Tuesday evening of
each week where all the boys—both old
and young—take a hand, '

Hesny Kiese.

[ Nork.—~This is the first club we hear
of as forming to carry out the sugges-
tions of Prof. Grim, of the State Agri-
cultural College, as published in the
Fausen., These Farmers' clubs are ac-
complighing great good in the Eastern
States and we feel sure they will be found
to be not only pleasant re-unions but
profitable as an interchange of experi-
ences and experiments.—Epiror. |

Tan Bark, Tanning, and Tanneries.

The Curry county Post says:

A correspondent writes to the Wi-
Lamerre Fanven asking if there are any
trees in Oregon that will produce tan
bark. Of course, there is any quantity
of them. There are wvast forests o
Sarchen Ouk in_Curry county that will
yield tun bark inferior to none in the
world. And further, a  large portion of
theze forests are sitnated on vacant lunds
thot can be had under the homestead
and pre-emption laws, and when cleared
of it= timber, will make excellent farms
or pastures.

The A=torinn not long since told of
the amount of hemlock and other trees
that were about the mouth of the Co-
L lumbia which have bask necessary-for
this business, It has been a wonder to
us that while there has been such an
excess of eattle in times past, that there
has not boen morve tanning done in this

|
|
|

country.  We believe thera are fewer
tmneries in operation now than there
were twenty vears ago.  Of two sets of
vits we konew of in Salem that did e
flourishing  business many vears ago
none retniing they are now useless and
gone todecay. In those times California
nsed our leather and fonnd it firsteluss
in every respect, Tanning in its vari-
ons details, necessary to the manufac-
tarer, is a very hard and dirty business,
but i= a good paying business, and
leather is necessary to civilization, and
always commands eash, it is an article
that iz not dependent upon  fashion
therefore i= withont finetuations in mar-
ket.  Newer ways of tanning may have
taken the place of the old, ta some de
grecs, and the: process does not require
as great a length of time. sinee ingredi-
ants have been found that hasten the
curing of hides, vet nothing, wo beliove,
has been found that will allow the dis-
wse ol tan barks for perfect finishing.

The Red Bcale Bug.

A connesroxvisT of the Oregon Sen
tinel, from Applegate, says

“Mare fruit trees are being plantsd
this tall thay ever before, and 1wy opin-
ion ie that most peaple that bought of
the Califirnia fronu trees owill wear ll-lag
faces another vear, for the frit trees |
have scen from there are not to be com-

ared with those grown on Applegate,

thin roots aml beauty and smooth-
ness of stalks, und iurther how do they
know but what they have imported that
terrible pest, the “Red sSeale Bug’ and
perhaps other diseases that time will
never efface from our fair conntry, 8o
in the jutire patronize ‘home industry’
and let their fmit agents alone”

Not only will the Red Soale Bug get
among our trees, but every other noxious
insect that is mentioned in that climate
as favorable to insect life. We have
seen the real ecodling moth. in several
localities in the Willemette valley, which
came from infected fruit that was ship-
ped (o Portlund ivom California—gradu
ally this fesrfud pest has worked its way
to Marion connty. The Fanven gave
warning of this years ago, and nrged
that s bill «hould be passed in our Logis-
latare W prevent the iutrduction of
disessed fruit and trees to Oregon

Searlet [rver and typhoid fever bave

di red fromi Astoria. alsn  froan

Salem.

An endeavor will be made to
F. 8. Hoyt to deliver the Bace
sermon at the close of the sgifool year.
Dr. Hoyt was connected wifh the old
“Oregon Institute” as earlyhs 1853, and
was much beloved and rgpected by the
students. We believe thf idea will meet
with hearty approbatiof, and will draw
together many of thefold scholars, thus
making it an event for a happy reunion
of pld timers, We' have no doubt but
Dr. Hoyt will be glad o visit us, as we
have heard that he retaing a warm
memory of his early life in Oregon, and
has regretted that he did not remain
among us.

A Talking Dog ---How a Bad Boy got away
with the 0ld Man's Money.

Away among the Waldo Hills lives a
family by the name of Smith. There is
nothing singular abont the name,
though a single member of that vast
fnmify has sueeecdod in muking it fim
ous, This iz how he did it. There was
4 strong supply of jnvenile Swmiths, the
atmosphere of the Hills natarally tend-
ing that way: the * first parties " being
noways backward in coming lorwnrlt
The eldest son was Tommy—a promis-
ing boy of ten yeavs, (We were going
to say sunnuers, or gpring, but he was
too “tough” for a spring chicken.) Dut
to get at the dog. One day Tommy
brought home a mangy lookiug eanine,
whose only recommendation to the con-
sideration of superior humanity was
the rsity of itz coat and its extreme
you When Tommy brought that
dog home the old man bucked like
thunder. Said he, “I guess we have
plenty of children to feed without
adopting pnrps.” Bup Tommy had re-
ceived a first-class public gchool educs:
tion, ard had never failed to observe as
he traveled, He knew his daddy 10 a
bean. “ Papa,” snid he, yon're apt to
get fooled on that dog: he don’t lo L
much, but hie comes of a breed thei
talks” The word *tlks,” and in 1
mind’s eyve laid out a beautiful futare
for that purp.  Tommy, seeing his ad-
vantuge. lost po time in following ap
the gune. 1 hnow a man,” =aid he,
“who lives near sabliity, whao sayvs he
enn train this dog to tilk in six weeks
However, he clhirges like thunder for
lessons ; but to tell von. Dad, talking
dogs i= as searee us Christnis presents
on the Fourth July.”  This caught
the olil wan betwon winsl and water, and
at Tommy = adviee lie pot up a eool $20
for the first two weoks' lessons, The twao
weeks pussed, and Tonmy came aronnd
for the next f=sessipent. The boy had
interviewed the dog, and reported the
progress toward eonversation to e good
enough to warrant the outluy of an
other *double eagle.”

The old man pur up the twenty with
a Wank confidence =eldom met with in
this degenerate age.  He only remarked,
Tommy, I guess that dog will e fixed
fl_n i -itil'hhlr\\ nest “‘"1'1\'. el . T-nllltlu.
wiz not cortain asto whether the educas
tiom eotdd be finished av sael short nee
| tiee, but =aid he would o sl see the
trainer, »pl".lk with the doz, ol Tegs rt
progress,  He came back with the sl
news that 30 more was reguired  before
the brate could be turned ont a5 perfect

ol

Ian put uap Oonce e,

im the dav, and the whole of the Smith
the result
anxiety that they never had been before.

the stoop, and Tommy cntered
there wus no dog. The old man
for him baldbeaded.  “Whar's
dog?" sald he. But Tommy., with a
peculiar motion of his right ringer and
nose drew his father from  the fumily
civele, and thus explained : 1 gt the
dog. futher, and was walking bin along
the rnilrrml track towarnds Eﬁmu. whien

as hfe, “Well, how's thing-*
was sorl of astonished, but when |

talk seemed to come natural. © How's
the oid man? be -aidd. At this fuwmilnr
use of your identity 1 Lristled op &nd
asked. ‘Do yom mean my n!ul S
course 1 wean Ling. replied the canine

sand does e still kiss that red-headed
sarvant girl like he nsed o do” This
was 100 mueh for me (ather, and I up
with a piecowd wn iron rail and knocked
his brains out.”  “You did quite nght,
my son,” said the old man. A be quieny
shidd @ fivedollar piece into his ron's
hand  *In futore we won't bather with
talking dogs : w0 keep minim on the snb-

Jinct,

Thi six weeks pawsed, and the pater | oocasion o regnire,
dispatched Tommy 1o bring home the fduss of suraner, animal food is kept in
now educated dog. Tony started early | saclw enod atnosphere in the vefrigerat

|
|

|
|
|

A Hidden Treasure.---A Scrap of Mining His-
tory Heretofore Unpublished.

As yet few people havean iden of
the extensiveness of the new discoveries
in the Cieur d' Alene mountains,  From
what information we ean obtain, says
the Walla Walla Union, of old miners
the mineral distriet is much more ex-
tended than reports make it. The mines
are located in the Cowur d' Alene moun-
tains, but they are ontside of the Prit-
chard district. The first assay thowed
#0.41 in silver and a trace of golid. The
second assay showed §68 in silver and
#1.84 in gold. The thirnd KI83.91 silver
and $7.20in gold. The rock is free mill-
ing ore and the mines are 30 miles this
side of the **new diggings.”

The Comr d’Alene mines now known
as Pritchard nnd Eagle ereek, were dis-
covered by - man named Mulligan over
five years ago. After discovering the
mines Mullignn enlisted with himself a
California miner named Irwin.  Mulli-
gun claimed to have discovered a silver
mine of famous wealth, and also 100
acre< of placer diggings that wonld pay
$25 per day to the man.  Mulligan went
to Lewiston and had a distriet recorded
known as the Mulligan district.  When
Mulligan enme to this city he indulged
in quite n spree and suwddenly departed
for Wallula. He was lost track of then
and was not heard of again until he
reached Chicago, wn'a he tried to in-
terest capital to come to his aid in de
veloping hix discoveries. He snddenly
dropped [rom sight there and has never
been heard of sinee,  When Mr.MeCoy
first went to the mines he remembered
Mulligan’s deseription. which hej had
written in a book. Taking these along
he fonnd them to tally exactly with the
topography of the country and land
marks, even as to projecting houlders,
broken trees, stumps, ete.  Mr, MeCoy
and others intend going on a search for
the * Hidden Treasure Silvery Mine"”
of which they have a minute deserip
tion us to location, ete.  During My
Met'oy's last visit to the mines he fol-
lowed the direetions as laid down by
Mulligan and as far as he went he found
them corvect exeepting that the mine
was not there, although the surronmd-
ing= were  minntely deseribed, M,
MeCoy left for the mine yesterdny and
during his present stay theve he will
further prosecute his search. It remains
to b soenn whether Mualligan told half
a lie or not.

The N. P. Refrigorator Car Co.

Wenn derstmd the necoseary arnge-
ments huve hoen made for the purelinse
of sixty acres of land near the wouth of
Three Mile {or the erection of the works
of the Hefrigerator Car Co, which will
b cpvetind in the early spring.  So sayn
The Dadles Monntwineer.  Thess will
consist of - stoek  pens, slanghiter honses
and other hoildings, It is expected
that abont 200 men will be given con
stant emiplovment, and as  their base of
supplicswill e The Dalles, it will adi
waterially to onr growtl. There will
be no neccssity for auy other sluoghite
lirm=es to he anywhere aronnld the eity,
ps the eompany expect to puarehase all
the beef cattle in s section, By means

Forty dollars had alveady  been spent, [of g eolid current of air, the meat will be
amd it seemed g pity o let the thing go kept in a mice state of presevvation, nnd
by default for the extra %30, =6 the old | the dealer can proenre his side or quar

ter of beef or mutton a5 e may have

Evenin the ho ast

ing curs that it can b cureied handesds

farily was naturally on the gui vive for Lof miles, and appear i fresh as whon
The hundsof the old Duteh | st puat i
clock were watehed with o amomnt of [ ish, ponittry, aiml vegetables |

The samwe can be stated of
anil when
consideration, the lurge

it ois tuken inte

At last the boy's footstep was henrd on | pnmber of salinon which conld be ship-
Mas' | paed to Eastorn markess from this section,
went it will bee onderstond what w0 grewt wd-
thit | vantage they will be 1o this city.

Laze County Agricultura) Boclety

Frow the Engene state Journul we
lewrn that this woeiety held o meeting
recently and appeeinted committess from

he pulled up and waid, just 8 natural ldiflerent localitien to ascertain and re
At first 1] port what inducements conld e offered
Lo i the way of providiog the free nse of
gan to think bow he'd been trained, his | gronnds for track, pavillion, cam ing

gronmd, e, for holding the ird
Annnsl County Fanr,  Following sre
the committees - Eugene—=H. Friend:
Iv, L. D. Smith, Jolin Swaart, F. M. Wil
Kins and Hobt. Hayew.  Cotiage Grove
1O Wallwe, EW.Whipple and 0. Knox,
Sprngliehd=—A, 1), Burton. M. H. Harlow
sud B F, Powers. Cresswell  Roscos
Kooz, W, b, 0, Scott and sSteve Martin,
Junetion J. N. Edwards. 1. > Swear-
ingen and Jus. Milliron. Irviog—1. D,
titbson, .0 Jennings and Sam Howand.
Siuslaw==l AL Crowm, Geo, Landreth and
W. I Coleman. Pleasant Hill — ). R,
sollers and Josigh Callison.

Coxaress 18 evidently studying the
all-important question how not to do it?
There is a barrel full of bills on hand
and among the thousands introduced it
will be rather diffienlt to decide which
shall be taken hold of and pushed
through. The politicnl measures will all
be handled with extreme care  and
touched lightly. The presidential elee-
tion is too near for comfort, FElastic
consciences and slim purses at times ex-
ist in Congress even. The ruling prin
ciple will be to do nething that can react
and hurt the party that dares to meddle
with it. There is the tarifl, but all have
conservative views on tarills just now
and will not meddle with anything, ex-
cept it he to comfort the wool growers a
little by restoring the wool duty, Farm-
ers have votes and it wont do to trifle with
the wool growers. Then there are the
National banks, and Congressmen own
more or less bank stoek. 8o it is dubi-
ous if the banks suffer this winter. We
have a superabundant revenue, also, and
how to out it down is the diflienlty.
There are o0 mnny sides to the revenue
question that wise as Congressmen are
they cannot decide where to begin to
take off' taxes. So we go on colleeting a
hundred millions more revenue than we
have sctual usxe for. The public land
guestion is of much aetual importance ;
especially as to recliming the land
grants that are forfeited where the com -
panies have no intention of doing the
work. There may be some that present,
claims for continnance buy these cases
should be carefully examined to see if
the objeet of the grant is still worth what
it will cost. It will be better to have
the grant= revert to the government, of
course, but take the case of the Oregon
and Californin rond, that is a public ne-
cessity and very costly.  That company
has issued bonds on the strength of the
grant and so has got the credit to con-
tinne the work,  But there is more dan-
ger that Congress will continue grants
that wre nodeserving ian they will re-
voke any that ave deserving. The nation
Ls not mach fuith in Congressional ac-
tion in fuvor of pubilic interests and thers
are lobbyists always on hand to lp]nuo-

bimds and stocks “where they will do the
most good™ < to the corporations,

Now rpar O'Dopnell i< dead und gone,
avother “martyr to Trish  lilerty,” we
must convede that the best thing we
know of him was that he died in oo man-
tul way.  His career is not especially
noteworthy or praisews rthy, He elaimed
Aerivan eitizenship and it was inti-
nmh-{lthlll hier 1uli| iy a1 |'l1i-lll soldier.
It was proved thit e was traveling v
set with o worn who passed as h's
wife, bt who went off with another man
s oo = O Donnell was in He
drink whiskey wnd was wn Lrish patriot,
whodrsnk and tdked Tish polities with

|III||h|r.

Carey, the informes. sl one day, when
whisky enud |r-.|ll'i1r|..-lu were bhoth in
exees he aeonsd Carey of being the
i he was wnd pretended not (o be, and
shot b dead, 1t was got to O'Donnell’s
erc it thnt e illed the pole we deseribed.
As te killing Carey, that is nothing
ereditable either; althongh ha will go
down to posterity > an lrish martyr,
while in fuel hie was only an Irish mur-
derver,  Curey informed as to the mur
derers of Burke nmd Crvendish, which
were horvible mtlairs, sopd always will e
blots on the Trvish churacter. 2o far e
did good work, ot the world despises
an informer, and the Ivish world, especi-
Wy is sure 1o hatesuch o one,

S ks iinEns WiLL please buy 8 postal
note or send by rogistered Jotier to ua
direct.  Don't pay it to any one else but
remit (0 nv. We will send a receipt
showiug #xactly how their dates stand
on onr books,  We cantol puy  sgents,
for the price is as luw 85 we can affond
to publish the Winauerry  FarMew,
Tersns, ome yvinr 82 00; 2ix months,
$ 2

Tue vivisr candies of domestic mau-
ufacture at Anios Strong's, Commercisl
strret, Nalem.  Ornaments for Chrise-
mas (rees, toy candies, ote,

[



