$2.50 per Year.

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS BY THE
STATE.

We are not disposed to favor any reckless
vxpenditure of money by the State, for any
purpose whatever. Economy and efficiency in
administration is the key noto of all party
platforma,and the people propetly demand that
all parties shall live up to it, but while this is
true, it in also true that the State should foster
public enterprises when they are of permanent
neceasity, as was the case in aiding construc-
tion of the canal and locks at Oregon City,
which the State gave material aid to, thereby
insuring to & great degree the welfare of the
producers of the Willamette Valley, securing
them returns that have over and again paid
the cost, to the State, for aid granted this
work.

We recognize only one other work of similar
character in which the Stato can be called to
take part, whicy will be to open up the Col-
umbina river to free competition and so lessen
the cost of transportation to the people of the
upper country, all of whose business is trans-
acted with our own metropolis, and so pays
direct tribute to Oregon and deserves to he
rocognized au identified with our State.

The importance of this work does not need
to be urged at this time, as it is too well un-
derstood to be necessary to argue upon it now.
[t will be granted that the construction of
narrow track portage rosds around the Dalles
and the Cascades in necessary to the welfare of
the uppor country, which, at the best, ix wo ro-
mote from market as to make it doubtful if
prodoction can be remunerative. State aid to
the amount of $200,000, the same as granted
to the locks at Oregon City, will insure con-
struction of these portages, and probably the
State can be secured in payment of interest
on the investment. It is not probable that
cither the Northern Pacific railway or the
government works to open canals and locks
around these portages, can be completed in
mADYy years, in the mean time the people
of that vast rapidly populating section are
every year paying enough for transportation
to build these roads, over what the cost would
be if these portrges were built and competition
for transportation was free to all,

Our argument is brief, as follows :

If the State had a right to aid the opening
of transportation on the Willumette it haa
equal right to effect the same on the Columbia.
‘The importance of the latter work even ex-
veeds that of the former, and greater good will
result and the work is more imperatively nec-
essary to the welfare of the people interestod,
it will rapidly build up and improve all East-
orn Oregon, and so add to the wealth and pros-
perity of the State as to increase its general
prosperity, also, it appears invidious and illib-
eral to favor one section at the expense of the
other, without reciprovity.

Measures are pending before the legislature
to secure aid for such a purpose, and we be-
apeak for them fair attention and consideration.
The time is not sar distant when the political
power of Bastern Oregon will be fully equal to
that of western valleys, and we must not
forget that with what measure we meet to them
it may be measured to us again. This is »
matter of smuch vital importance to them that
Eastern Oregon members are excusable for
pressisg it carnestly at this time.

Vaneties of Potatoes

Caxny, Sept. 18, 1878,

AMlw. Evrror: This season | have tested the
following varictien of potatoes, viz: The Bur.
bank Scodling, Farly Rose, Early Ohio, Early
Vermont, Ruby, Eurcka, Brownell's Beauty,
Canby, “nowflake and Mehopao Seedling, |1
planted them side by side and gave them the
ame care and attention. My soil (Baker's
Prairic) s a sandy loam, not as productive as
the most of the soil of Oregon, but it produces
potatous of excellent quality. The Early Ohio
ripened about two woeks, and the Early Ver
mont and Ruby fully a week, earlicr than the
Harly Rose. The Early Rose, Early Ohio,
Ruby, Hrownell's Beauty and P'llnuﬂ.tit-_ pro-
duced ot the rate of about 157 bushels to the
acre: the Eureka at the rate of 146, and the
Farly Vermont st the rate of 180 bushols por
awre; the Mebopae Seedling at the mto of 2004 ;
the Cauby at the rate of 387: and the Burbank
Seedling at the rate of 4594 bushels per acre,
The Mehopae Seedling will rot, and s not
worth cultivating. The Canby rotted some
last year, but I have raised it for three years
and Bnd it an excellent late potato. The Bur-
hank Sced lm!:i; lurge, smooth, white potata,
excelleut for baking or boiling, with less small
ones than any other kind which I know of, and
I think it the best medium late potato that 1
ik R T
torty-four one
iah. Loos & W

AIT,

SALEM, OREGON, SEPTEMBER 27,

Letter from Clackamas County.

Mu. Enrron: Supposing that a few jottings
from this county (Clackarns) would be of in-
terest to you and your many readers, I thonght
I would write some that all might be informed

of the good prospects as well as the poor. We
are having the very best of weather for harvest-

ing. All our grain is cut, and a good part of it

is threshod, and those that had their grain

threshed first are delivering the same at the

r'lls and warchouses while they are having

good roads. Some sell their wheat now for 85

cents per bushel, while others store their whoat

for m higher price. Those that sell now say

that it is better to sell now than to hold over,

waiting fora higher price, and I don't know

but they aro right, taking into consideration the

loss from vermin and shrinkage, which is about

five per cent., say nothing of the difference in

the roads whero it in a good price. Wheat is
yielding bettor than was expectod before we
bogan to thresh. The best yield 1 have heard

of was about 30 bushels per acre, the poorost

was about 10 bushels per acre; the former on

slash, the latter on old land, this crop was the

second on the sane piece of land. Look at the

contrast-—thirty bushels of wheat on virgin

soil, while old land brought ten. Now this
shows that something is wrong, land losing
sixty-gix por cent. of its ingrodients for the
production of wheat, and yet farmers will go
right along sowing wheat on this same picce of
land. *“*Hold on," says one; *‘we summer-{al-
low, then sow our wheat on this summer-fal.

low; then next year we sow to onts.” That is
50, but don't you see that while you have done
this that your land has lost mixty-six per cent.,
as above stated? Now, what you want to do
is this: When you sow your wheat on wum-
mer-fallow you must sow the sama to clover—
red, alsike, or white. The red is the most
economical bocause choaper. Cut your wheat
low so that there will not be too much straw on
the land; themext year you will have a good
crop of hay, and if you cut it early you can ged
acrop of seed that will be worth more than
your wheat was the year provious; and after
you cut the second crop of hay, and the seed of
the aftermath is ripe, then tura it under and
sow wheat about the 15th ol September, and
continue so doing for a few years, and your
land will grow in richness, same as your stock
grow in price.

I feel like trying farming on a large scale
when I see and know that clover will do so
much for man if he will only beed the teach-
ingn of those that have tried it, and are willing
to stake their all on some such process as the
above, 1 believe that we can raise thirty
hushels per acre, on an average, as easy as wo
raiso sixteen, Why not?! Because we don't
follow the teachings of some good agricultural
paper, like the WiLLamerre Farsmer, There
in the whole thing in a nutshell,

I am writing too much, but must say that
our cats are not as good as we thought., They
are light in  yield and light in the measure.
The farmors are solling oats for 40 cents peor
bushel, delivered in Oregon City. Oats pay
but little margin this year. Potatoes are

scarce, and are selling for 75 cents per busbel.
I am quite certain that we will not have more
than half a crop, Farmers plant their potatoes
too late; the dry weather cuts them short, and
the early fall rains will not reclaim them.
Hence we are not  satisfied with farming, and
Kol WOorse &5 We grow in yoars. Loraixe,

The Centennial hpou_o-‘l;uut.

We are surprised that iutelligent men should
treat with indiference the proposition to reim-
hgrse the expenses actually inourred in making
the Oregon exhibit at Philadelphia, and also to
pay those who bad charge of the exhibit a fair
prive for the time thus expended. We all
know that the Centennial exhibit did a great
deal to astract attention to Oregon and has re-
sulted in great benefit to onr State; this being
s0, we should not grude a fair reward to the
man whose energy, enterprise, and State pride
were enlisted in the effort, and to whom we
so greatly owe the suceess of the exposition.
Mr. Dufur really was to blame for neglecting
his own alfsirs and expending time and money,
as he did, for the benefit of the State. No
man should ever trust to the gratitude and ap-
preciation of the publie, but as Mr, Dufur did
#o trust us, and has done us great good, wi
should respect ourselves enough to recognise
the value of his services and suitably reward
them,

Oxpcox  Invesmion.—F. W. Young, of
Union county, hae received through Dewey &

Uo,, & pelent for & grain separator of his
invention

The Insane Asylum.

Mz Eprronr: I amn not in the habit of writ-
ing, but if I can say anything in regard to the
Oregon Hoapital for the insane that will be of
any benefit to those that are so unfortunate as
to have to be sent there, it certainly is my
duty to #os0. I have been an inmate there
and know some things from experience.

Last year, after being sick for three months
or more at home, I was taken to Portland and
put in the Insane Hospital, and I remained
there for three months and eleven days, in care
of Dr. J. C. Hawthorne, Dr. Hawthorne was
very kind to me, I believe he did all he could
to make me comfortable while I waa there,
and to send me home well as soon as be could.
I shall always feel very thankful to the Dr.
for his kindness to me, and I think he deserves
great praiso for keeping everything neat and
cloan,

During my stay there [ was blest with rea-
son enough to take into consideration the con-
dition of the asylum and ita inmates; and,
since I came home, I weo, by comversing with
people, that it is but very fow persons that
either know or think any thing about this
hospital, and 1 cortainly do think that every
porson in this State ought to be intercsted in
its management, and the laws io committing
persons there.

When 1 was there | thought there onght to
be another stockade for the convalescent, it s
very disagreeable for a person that is getting
well not to have any place outside where he
can recreato or meditate ouly in b stockade
filled with idiotic or raving crazy people.

I think that the law in committing porsons
to this hospital ought to be very particular in
writing out commitmentsa s a8 to explaio aa
near as possible the exact condition of the
patient to the doctor, and I think that the law
ought to compel the friends of the pemon that
is committed there to visit thean often, to
talk with tham, and do  all iy oan §
courage themn %o get well. ANome buj
that bave been banished from home, in mick-
ness of this kind, can realise how comlforting it
ia to see and converse with friends from home,
often, and to be assmured by them, that although
Kumaompalhdhoh away from home, and

ve none but strangers for companions, your
friends are interested in you and are anxious
for the time to come when you can return home
and fill your place there, If my wife had oot
enoo me in the way she did with visits
and letters, and other kind friends also en-
cou me, [ believe that I would have died
or become hopelosaly insane, and | never can
forget how others that were there, when 1 was,
used to crave to see some of their folks from
home. 1 hopo that if any one reads this who
has o friend o the asylum that they will go
and visit them, JoC \gurru.

Fola, Polk Co.

Oregon Beedling Peach.

Mr. H. W. Prettyman sends us from his
East Portland orchard a box with half a dozen
soedling poaches, of which he says:

**They are scedlings of my own raising; the
tree came into bearing last year ltlyﬁold.
This peach took the premium  at the Last
State Fair for the best new seedling. 1 think

it the finest cling peach that U"T. han ever
Lig

produced. The tree is clear of ht and a
great bearer. I am ing out an orchard of
several hundred trees of this new peach for the
Portland market. I want you to try it and see
whether you think it is worthy of cultivation
or not. "

To this we respond that the peach isa beauti-
ful fruit in appearance, large io size, and ex-
cellent in  quality, It seems to deserve the
award it received  last fall at the State Fair
and comes up to all he claims for it,  (Of course
fruit originating in our State may be consider-
ed more suited to our climate than imported
varietios, and U this peach will not blight it

will prove & most valuable addition to Oregon
pomology

O ——— —

FRIVATE PREMIUMS.
I offer four beautiful premivms st our
next State Fair for the largest and best display
of dried fruits dried by the Plummer Process,
Imrkﬂl and exhibited by the manufacturer, to
w exhibited iu grand pavilion built exprossly
for the purpose. | wuln all who own Plummoer
Deyors to participate, as the State Fair prom-
iseh 0 be a grand display of Oregon products
and manufactures, and there s o doubt but
all that participate will be grutly bunefited,

Wo s, Prowmes,

Manon County Pomona Grange.

Marion county Pomona Grange will hold a
regular quarterly mﬁqh&m an Frida
the 4th day of October next g At |
o'clock a. m. 'l'r: Mn‘.:n of m“
ensuing year wi important business
will be transacted ot this -ﬂn{‘ A fll
meeting Du'l..tl::.“

ke, Sopt. Teh 1078,

or the

1878,

The White Chins Hog.

Mxu. Eorror: In looking through the prem.
jum list offered by the State Agricultural
Society for the present year, I notice what ap-
pears to me to be a vory important omission,
and I feel quite satisfied it in because their at-
tention has not been called to the matter. It
is this: in division D, under the head “Swine
and Poultry,” premiums are offered first for
Berkshire; second, for Poland-China or Magic;
third, Chester White; fourth, Fasex; fifth,
Graded. Now, Mr, Fditor, there is another
strain or breed of hoge in this State that I think
worthy of encouragement, and they are not un-
known to the farmers and butchers of Oregon.
Irefer to the White China, asmall-boned,
round, plump, beavy hog, It is the most
docile, ensy kept, ecasy fattened, and most
profitable for the farmer of any other variety:
and equally acceptable to the butchor as a
small-boned, round-hammed, meaty hog. |
feel safe in maying that, except on one point,
they will be the most acceptable to the farmers
of this valley of any other breed that is, they
are not so prolific s some other breeds. 1t
may bo asked, with all those excellent and
desirable qualities, why nare they not more
generally brod? 1 answer that the farmers
have in this instance, as with the horse, been
decoyed from their real interest, and have run
after fancy, far-sought, and expensive breeds,
until to-day there are but few of the pure
“Small" White China pigs to be found in the
State. After making considerable inquiry and
search, I found and bought a pair of those pige
that are reprosented as being pure White
China, which I intend to put on exhibition at
approaching State Fair, if I shall be allowed a
pen to put them im. Btill, I belicve they
ought to be allowed 4o compete with others for
a p:emium, | bope the Board will take this
matier under advisement at their firnt meoting

on the Fair Giround, to the end that justice
may be done, as I'm matisfied that the testi-

-ﬂ{dcnrym that has ever owned the
China ﬁuhlu!hrwﬂlynlm
‘more for nmid ved, and with
than any breed.
Daw'y. Cranx.

Pleasant Point Farm, Marion Co.

OngooN Frurme aT Paris Exvosrrion,
Among the awards at Paris Oregon figures well,

gold wedal for his magniticent display of dried
fruits. He sent to Paris the samne display that
was oxhibited last fall at our State Fair, in-
cluding 80 boxes clegantly put up in glass,
making a fine showing., This introduction of
our fruits to the votice of European epicures is
caleulated to give us & good market there in
the future. Mr. Plummer is putting up many

new machines, and Oregon orchards will bo
more productive as the business of fruit drying
increases.  Tuesday he put a dryer to work for
D. P. Porter of Linu county, and Wednesday
ordered one for J, L. Parrish of Salem. His
sales the present year aro so numerous that we
may look for a rrnlly increased production of
machine dried fruits the present fall,

Pruit Drying in Polk County

The following named persons have bought
Fruit Dryers of W, B, Plummer, and are now
operating same in Polk county: (', C. Walker,
Major W, M, Walker, and Wm. Phillips, of
Spring Valley. 8. H. Whitman, of Monmouth,
Gold Hubbard, (. D, Embrio, Mra. Dr. Boyle,
John Thomas 2 machines on Col. Nesmith's
place, of Dixie. Wm. Huble, Mr, Ruble, Mr.
Harrison aud K. F. Hosford of Fola. Polk
county will be well represonted o the Dried
Fruit market with all these producers at work.

Valuable Sheop Killod.

The 11 o'clock fre ight Lrain ye !lll'ﬂ]ny more-
iug ran inte a tive band of Merino sheop, be-
longing to Mr. T. L. Davidson, on his farm,
one mile south of this city, killing eight and
erippling four, some of which will be apt to
die.  Ome of those killod was imported from
New York, and was & very valuable shoop,
Several of the otherswere valued at one hundred
dollars vach by Mr. Davidson, whils some of
the band cost Mr, Davidson as high as $500 |
The Centennial modal was awardod Mr, Dayid- |
st at the Centennial Expomition for wool e |

Money caunot make the loss good, as it canuot |
retilace the quality of the sheep.

Beantifal Prospecs,
Seeding is going on now with rapidity and on
& large scale, in this county mioce the heavy
rain of Monday last. The dust s laid, the air
varified, the fires extinguished in the forests,
the dense smoke cleared away, and eoverything
has & bright and clear appeaisnss. Never wae

and amoog the rest W, 8. Plummer receives a

this band, as leing the fiuest on exhibition. | caned Holloway

Some change in the laws for asseasment of
property and collection of taxes sooms'to bo
necossary, and we notice that numerons meas-
ures aro panding with rolation o this sabject.
Abill by Hon. A. 8 Walt, senator frem
Washington county, proposss 0 revise the
wholo systom of axsessments, and another by
Hon, M. O, George, senator from Multnomah,

provides for equalization of taxes in tho differ-
ont countion, Those measures receive consider-
able attontion, and we are inclined to think

that this very important matter will be in
much botter shape if they pass and bocomo
law. The in bad, cannot be

eﬂ'n;:tunlly enforced, and scoma to offoer »
pﬂ':lil‘l.ﬂi for p:rg:ry without & eor-
rect mASORIMOD . or oqual
taxation, We umym uanh:':orud
and it is hardly ible that any law that ean
be framed will all the tax payers,

The Washington Connty Agricultural Society
held its annual fair the present week with do-
lightfal weather in ita favor., This fair is al-
ways well conducted in the inberest of pro-
ducers of that vounty, “The rain of Monday
was followed by glorious weather sod proved
an advantage. Thoe exhibit seema 0 bave
been good. and wo far as we can learn up o
timo of going to pross the fair will prove a suc-
comt. A show of stock i on the 1
wdthotw of speed meemod to hmo;:f
itema of intorest. It isnot ocany to maintain
county fairs bocauso tho greater attractions of
the State Fair will always intorfore, but Wash-
ington eounty ahows entorprise in this direc-
tion and is the only county in the Btate that
proves able to ita own in this particular,

AWARD OF PRIZES.

Tho following lotter will require mo ex-
planation !

place on the 21t of October,
of of 18th of Septombor as firvdh announced.

This postponement causes much dinsasiafaetion
among exhibitors,

Julius C°, Moreland, & well known lawyer of
Portland, died in that city, Wednoaday, Seph.
25, of typhoid fever, complicated by a relapse,
and inflammation of the lungs.

E. A, Cronin, of the same city, whose name
i familiar with the clectoral matter, also died
the same day. Hoe was o man of gonial guali-
tios and had many good traits and s hosd of
frieuds,

Tho Salom postoffic officials are sendiog of
& large amount of mail from this place, Yea-
terday threo sacks wore sent, and to-day (Fri-
day) the extraordinary number of twelve sarted
on their journey, The members of the Logis-
lature send off conmiderable mail matter, ond
the navoral newwpapers make up the balance.
Of the lot sent to-day, fully ome-third was
from the Willamette Farmer office. - [Record,
Sopt. 20,

Hewvo  von Munues. Judge Adams, of
Portland, has comnutted J, K, Mercer %0 Juil

without bail, to await a trial for murder,

Governor W, W, Thayer, youterday afberuoon
appointea T, . Bell, of Bethel, Polk ecunty,
a Notary Publie, to reside in Polk county.

Victoria, Bept, 23, The (hinese tax case
will come up on Monday belore  the supreme
court un a wnt ol l'\‘]llt"\‘lll It s intimabed
that the Celustials  are tired of the strike aml
will roturn to their situations on Monday,

Tho wtreots will be lighted with gos afber
Octobar Im,

D.W. Higging, vditar of the Colonis, is
bound over to appoar ot the assizon for an s

mault on Holloway, repurtar of the Standard.
A paragraph retlecting on Higging' (smily sp

psred in the Standard on Fruday, and Higgins
severcly im front of the su

preme court roomns the same day,

Nt Petersburg, Sept. 28 (ien. Todleben
tolographs the czar that Lo was reooived ab
Adrisnople by Mussulman, Grock, Hulgarian,
Armenian and  Jowish clorgy, who requoted
him 1o m‘;ru wi their  gratitude for the protec.
tion which the Hussian authoritios bad afford-
od them. They stated that wsach order amd
justico had ouver before provailed, as duriag
tho cocupation by Hussian troops,  Adriasople
was illwaiuaicd on the armval and departare of

a raia more welcome Shan the one on Monday.

Gen. Todlobeuw, and the gates of the moaque
bore the erv's iuitinls,




