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TOOTH-PICK FAPERS,

BY BOSWELL, JUNIOR,

First Paper—Concerning Juries,

Mr. Timothy Toothpick Is a fussy little
man, He ls one, moreover, who reada wide-
1y, thinks variously, and is not afrald to
speak his mind, In fact, some of his friends,
more eapecially the members of the Bland
family, say that be Is sltogether too careless
about the way he “shoots his mouth off."
He Just “lets fiy”” whenever he ls in the
spirit, no matter who hears,

His pecnliar characteristic is his extreme
«isllke for what he testily denounces as
“Humbugs.” Wheneverany popular watch-
cry or Mshion becomes odious in his alght
he sends the darts of his ariticiam Aying after
it, and If the “'balloon’ is plerced he is filled
with a kind of maliclous satisfaction as the
gns escapes and it dregs the earth,

Many of the sayings of this ‘‘peculiar gen=-
fus" are entirely too “strong" to be publish-
ed to the world at large, but some of them
are t0o true to be lost, 8o I will Justtake ad-
wvantage of my position st table in the board-
ing house of the Bland famlly, and takea
few notes quistly, belng careful not to pub-
1ish to the world at large any thing that is
likely to produce an explosion.

Mr. Timothy Toothpick does not talk on
all questions, but when he does speak he is
the autoorat of the table, He delivers him-
self with such pointed and nervous earnest
ness that every one preserves a respectful si-
l1ence till he is done.

On the oceasion of which I am speaking
now, the elder Mr. Bland bad made somse
harmless remark about the verdiet of a jury
ina certain case, Mr. Timothy Toothpick
waa on fire at once.

“T tell you, =sir,”” eald he, " the jury
system is & hurnbug, Of all the miserable
shams we ever inherited from old England,

' this jury notion is the worst, Why, sir, it is
safor on genersl principles to submit any case
to the decislon of one fool than it Is to snb-
mit it to twelve, ‘Too many cooks spoil the
broth,’ and ‘*one poor general ia better than
two good ones.” If I had a case In courtl
bad mather toss coppers for which should
bave it than submit it to & jury. Do you
know how s jury is impanneled? Whenever
a case Iy called, the sharp lawyers face the
jury box with their clients at their elbows.
“Then as thelr nameas are called candidates for
the jurors’ thankless responsibilities come
forward for examination. Some of them are
smen with responaibilities anxious to get back
to theiwr busineas, some are loafers from the
street corners, some are big gresniss from
the rural districts. Before they tauke their
s¢éuta they are gquestioned by lawyers and
judge:

‘Do you know soything about this case,
Mr. Troe?'"

* I bave heard of K.’

¢ Have you formed or expressed an opin-
jon 1’

480 far s I understand the case, I bave."

Mr, True can stand aside; next.,

“Mr, SBoipes, what do you koow of this
casa?"

“Never heard of it."

“Do you not know of the mcoounts of it
publisbed in the papers?"

#Na, I don' read no papers.'

“Accept Mr. Boipes,”

Apd so the farcs goer nn LIl the twelve ju-
rors ave chosen and sworn to render a ver-
dict “sccording to law and evidenve,' The
men who have opinions of thelr own, who
read the papers, and give good evidence of
strengsh of character, are rejected; while the
fury is made up of noodlescups that the law-
yers think they osn manage. Then the wit-
nesses are calied, and the seesaw perform-
ance of taking evidence goes on for hours,
‘Then the lawyers plead several hours more,
and the judge gives the case tothe jury and
the jury to the balliff. The twelve unhappy
men are locked in # room where there is no
furniture bat wooden benches, Once to
themselves, & miscellaneous snd indiscrimi-
nate “jaw" begine, Oocsslonslly s ballot is
taken; them more “jew."” BSometimes the
jury is “bung” for & whole night bscauss ten
or sleveun conlrmry men won't come over. At
last they ‘agree’ to s verdiot oppossd to the
first impressions aad homest conviotion of
half the jury, or dwagres and are discharged,
the eounty payingthe bill, And thls con-
temptible farce is called “‘sdministeriog jus-
tiee.” And blow - hard polisicians talk
about the ‘mscred privilegen of Ameri-
can citizeoship, tha v ght of trial by jary.’
Apd ope-Lowse sclentists nod quuk e
mers call this an age of progress, [ tellyou,
air, the old Tribune system of the Romans
was ininliely superior to this jury humbog.

50 was Lhe Uzlental cusiom that plac.d the

Judges at the gate of the city and required
him to rottle the disputes of tbe people as
thay passed In snd out.

Why,sir, this ‘sacrsd right’ we Americans
bave of belng tried by ‘a jury of our peers,’
1e a plece of sugar-coated nonsonse that aven
an idiot ought to be ashamed to awallow any
longer. A ‘peer'is an equal, and to make
the prinoiple consistent a rascal onght to be
tried by rascals, and a tool by foola. Bo far
a8 I am concerned, I had rather be tried by
ons cspable and honest Judgs than by =
whole jury of pudding-hesds, not one of
whom knows the differense between a quo-
warranto and 8 non-sequitur. You say itis
the office of the jury simply to asoartain the
facty, but how in the name of sense oan
twelve men, chosen in the way I have des-
cribed, get at the facts in & oase, when three
or four shyslering lswyers, under the protec-
tion of the Court, ash all the guestions and
leaye no stone unturned in their eflorts to
bamboozle both witness and Jury ?

If the twelve men, with all the wilnesses,
were turned into a room together, they
might in one hour, by straightforward ques-
tioniug, find the facts. But the usuoal plan
of making a spectacle of the trial,and of
poaying a shrewd lawyer to do bis best for
his client, without regard Lo either truth or
justice, is a sham, sir, and a farce, a8 contempe
tible parndy on what shonld be the effort
of a free people to administer justics,

And the ‘Grand Jury' Is the rottenest link of
all in this old chaln of aystematic humbug-
gery. It simply affords every quarrelsomns,
evil minded, envious person an opportunity
to slander his neighbora at the publio ex-
pense, withont giving them a right to defend
themselves, Every body knows that ‘nota
true bill’ s written on more than balf the
mean acourations that enter the grand jury
room, and that verdiots of ‘not gullty'
squeloh balf the indlotments that are found.

The er parte examinations of the grand
Jury in our Court systemm would have dis-
graced the sge of the Star-Chamber and the
Inquisition. And altogether, sir, I do mot
wonder that the new Court house on Wilson
Avenus s surmounted by an 1ll-shaped
wooden female with s bandage. over her
eyes and an edgeless sword in her lefi hand,
That disgraceful parody on all the carved
and graven imagea of beathendom is = fit
emblem of onr modern style of * justice,’

“That man has some queer notiops," said
the elder Mr, Bland, as Mr, Timothy Toolh-
pick closed the door with & nervous jerk and
disappeared.

Book Netice.

A Journal of Army Life" is the title of a
book written by Dr, R. Glisan, of Portland,
who was connected for many years with the
army aa asurgeon, and kept an interesting
journal of his experleucea of army life. This
Journal is published iu & largeand handsome
volume and recites many interesting adven-
tures, glving not only ao ides of lifs in camp
and garrison, and In various portions of the
far west, amoug tribes of hostile Indians, but
abounding in “‘moviug accidents by flood
and fleld,” always Interssting and some-
timea thrilling with excitement, Dr, Gli-
san’s axperignoce covers the time when Indi-
an war raged in Southern Oregon and is
therefore of more than ordinary intereat to
the people of Oregon. We can commend It
to all those—and they arethe rule rather than
the exception—who are interssted in field
sports and wild life in the far west, Dr. Gli-
san has been for many years establisbed in
the sucosesful practice of medivine st Port-
Iand, and relleves the monotony of his pro-
fessional laboras by compiling aund giving to
the world this journal of the events in which
be took part in years gone by,

The Sheshone.

The steamer Shoshone last evening when
about opposite Marion streets ran inio & spag
snd sank, She lays ihis mornjug near the
Polk conaty shore in an easy position. It
was found vpon examinstion that ber hull
was pierced in several places, she seitling
on & “boquet” of spags. It is thought that
sbe can be easily ralsed if the river doss mot
rise too fast the pext swenty four hours.
This line seems to haveall the bad lnck s
far this season, this beiog the third boat

‘that has been sunk singe the busy season

opened, il

AccipeENT.~This morning s linle child of
Rocbard Kays living on Front strest, fell
upon 4 piecs of giass, recelviog a severs cut
on the lorelead, The wound bleld profusely
but the cut was a clesn one and with the ex-
cepti*a ol an ugly scar, the lile fellow will

soon recover ‘rom his wistap,

The Unitorm School book System.

Mg Eprror: Itis to be deeply regretted
that, in many of the districts visited by me,
the serles of text books adopted by the State,
bas not, as yel, been introduced into the
schools as provided by law, There was, on
the part of some, & hesitancy in regard to
taking motion in this matter before the last
Legislature convened, In consequence of an
expectation that the law regulating school
bookas would be materislly changad., But, as
that body fsiled to change the law in noy ra.
spect whatever, it only remains for the sev-
eral districls to introduce the books, in order
that they may obtaln their share of the ap-
portionment of school money which will be
made next March,

By refersnce to the school law, it will be
seen that the Connty School Superintendoent
has no choice or opinion in regard to this
question. Itisthe specified duty of the di-
rectors of their respective districts to ses that
this series s introduced and used; and dis-
tricts faillng to do so can no moredraw thelr
share of the public fund than if they fall to
have a school-quarter taught during the
year,

While the law makes it obligatory to use
the books, there are several other good rea-
sons why they should be speedily intro-
duced. Asit is now, a part of the patrons,
of those districta that have not introduced
the new meriss, have purchased the new
books, while others still use the old books,
thereby cansing a varielty to be used, conse-
quently the teachers cannot altain thes sys-
tem and consistency that they could do by
uniformity. Unlformity of text-books iwan
Important step in the establishment of a real
rystem of public schools for tha State. Un-
der the old plan of allowing each teacher
practically to select bis own text books there
were frequent and expenaive chang s, and
families moving from one distriot to another
wera put to the expense of buying a new set
of books, All these dieulties are fully mat,
and these uonecessary expenses avoided by
State uniformity.

Granting that there are objections to this
neries, the ohjections cannot take precedence
over the law; therefore, in accordance with

the binding oath of my ofice, I must nrge
that the text books adopted by the State be
introduced and usad before any apportion-
ment of school money esn be made r:l.hnne
diatriots falling to comply with the require-
ments of the law,
H. P, CROOKE,

Behool Sup't Marion County.

A Request.

Mn. Epiror: We have been a'tentive
listaners to Prof, Condon's exoellent lecturea
and have been fully satisfled until last even-
ing, with the statements mads. In his lec-
ture on the “Antiquity of man' Prof. Condon
adopted the Lheory thet Natursl Belection
hsd operatod as a canse to produce the dif-
ferent races of men before the time of Adam,
who was the first man (o be endowpd with
apiritual life. If this be trus, are not four of
the raoea, men, destitute of souls? 1r all
races arc possessed of this spiritusl life, did
each race have an Adam 7

Theae are questions we would respectfully
ask Prof, Condon to notics bristly at an sarly
day. He alvo ssserts ufter the Flood, and
at the “general dispersion of mankind rep-
esented in the Bible as taking place on the
plaine Shinar, the diffsrent purix of the sarth
berwine peopled.

If man by an endowment of spirit was
ralsed sbove Natural Belection, how then

oould these difforent raceas of men have
wprung from Nush? If Prof. Condon would
notlos thess polpts before finlshing Lhe
ocourss of leotures, he would confer a favor
upon Dot & few AUDITORS,

A Card.

Ma. EpitorR : Some days ago David
Newsom furnished the Stas & ainte-
ment that I ased forve and put him out of
my house (the Hennett Houwse, Salem) and
used sbusive and blasphemons langusyge
towards bim, I being under the influsnce of
liquor st the time, I am a Good Templar,
and use no liqguor. My langusge towsrds
Newsom was empbatic encugh I bope,to be
understood, but nol lmproper. The faots are
simply that Newnom owes me atill & balsnce
on bosrd, which [ eannot collect upless I
take bus truck st his own price and ss I didn't
want any xore such custom I told him so
plaigly, snd be soswered that he would
advertise” me, »o 1 rather indignenily
took bls things and
Ao e was ao old wen | would Lot et
ol uoder auy elrcumstances and no vio-
lonoce wae shown bim by me, My caoses of

complaint agaiost him are various and can
be mot furth fully If Decessary,

Janses Burcuayax, i

put them out donrs. |

Prol. Condon’s Answer.

In your isaune of yesterday, my answer ix
asked to these questions:

On the supposition that the differences of
races wa now find were prodnoed by the ap-
plication of the law of natural seleotion be-
fore the time of Adam, How avold the con-
clusion that four of the races of men were
destitute of souls ?

Answer.—In my locture nn Monday even-
log, 1 took plessurain painting out evidences
drawn from the Bibla, that God had, ln the
world, In the days of Abraham, other lnes
of religious culture than that of the Hebrew
patriarch, Melchlsedeck ot the Cushite-Pheo-
niglan stock, Pharaoh of the Cushite-Egyp-
tian stock giving proof of this in pure re-
liglous character, whilea fine simplicity or
religlous thought 18 shown in the fow an-
clent scraps Chaldean literature preserved,
Cushite too.

The Inference was drawn that, still other
lines of religious culture existed whose rec-
ords were naver kept; and doubtless em-
bracing all races of men at some perlod of
their history. It was stated, or intended to
be, that a record of only one of these lines of
religlous culture came down to us, that of
the Hebrew,

From this line of thought, it is not olear to
me, how it must follow that any of Lhe races
were left without souls—nothing like this
cortainly wus intended,

2d Question.—1If all races are possesscd nf'
this spiritnal life (rather a capacity for it) did
each rave have an Adam ?

Answer.—~How God began and sustalned
religlous life among the races ls not recorded ;
That they had the light for a time seems Int|-
mated In Romans 1, 21. The resources of
God are so wide that thers seems no necesity
of supposing all these lines of religions cul-
ture precisely alike.

8d Question,—Of ¢ourse the supposition of
Mr. Wallace that the ditferences of races pre-
ceeded the gift of apiritual lifs s inconsistent
with a belief that shose differsnces originated
after the lood—If you grant no change in our
presant chronology then with Mr, Wallace
we must look for the time of changs of face,
feature and color back of Adam's day—If we
admit as [ claim we must, ajlonger chronol-
ogy than the received one, than these difler-
ences ol race nay be belleved to have occur-
red aler the days of Noah,

Rospectfully,
T. CoNDON.

A NEAT ARRANGEMENT.—Weo were shown
in Mr. H. P. Crooke’s office yesterday the
model of a school desk and seitee, which
combines wtrength, elegance and cowmfort.
The frame Is made of cast iron, and the desk
and sest of the best hardwood lumber.
When not in use it can be closed 8o compact-
Iy thut ample room i left for Ingress and
egress, and sweeping becomes A mutter of as
much eawe as In a perfectly open room.
Over 100,000 of thess desks have bean sold
during the past three years, Our school
directors In putlug new desks and seats in
our public school houses, should examine
this model

WeaTHER RECORD. —AMr, Thomas Pearce,
of Eole, furnishes & weather rocord for No
vember from which we complle the follow-
lng: There wers 10 olear dayw, 6§ cloudy and
14 rafoy. The rainfall was (.03 Inches, One
half ef the month the prevailing winda were
from the south, the other halfl from the north,
The msan e perature was 44 00°; the high-
out being 50° on the 2ith, and the lowest 33°
on the 18th,
were 7 ralny days, 4.45 Inches rainfull, 9 olear
and U cloudy daps., The mean tempersture
was 48° and 43",

Rica Discoveuy.—We learn fiom Mr. M
Ramsby, who lives oo Upper Molslls prarie,
that a rich lode of iron was struck last Satur-
dsy on Milk creek, about 10 miles East of
Canby station. The vein Is said to be 15
feot thlck., Mr. Fraser, the County Clerk of
Claokamas county, with s puriy, sre on the
grounds, aod are under the impremsion that
they bave found the best lron mine oo the
coRst .

Bios Orenen, —Yestarday the bida for less-
Ing the convict Isbor were opened In the
Goveroors office, Mr, A, J, Brown offered
to employ from 4 (o 10 wen., Smith Brow.
40 men and 8. Bass 5 (o 10 mwan, The bids

l were acoompanied by the usual bouds us re-

(iired by law the pricss offercd wers fiir
st Wikl denibs Bowe bigs i Prod,

Choive perfumery, tollet extiaot, pomades,
and lots of fapoy goods, just recelved by
Weathsrford & Co, Call at thelr drug stors
and see Lhew,

During November, 1874, there | has

|

TELEGRA P HIC.

EASTERIN.

Cuicavo, Deo, 1. —A T'ribune npocial says:
No doubt both the President and Secratary
liristow in thelr cotnmunieations to Congress
will take a very decided position in refarence
to sxpecie payments. hila no one is par-
mittoud to wpank with authority, It seems cer-
twin thay will recommudd Congress to fix by
leglsiation nn early day for onln resam ptlon.
Thatday will be January 1, 1878,

WasiisaroN, Nov, 830.—The Secrelary of
the ‘I'reasurer haw ordersd that the Apprals-
or's bullding, San Frawcisgo, be bullt of
stone.

Governor Garland, of Arkansas, In reply
to a telegram from his counsel here, says:
[ am not conoentrating troops to defy the
country or Congress, nor for any other pur-
poss, 1 am not convantrating troops at ull
there being peace und quiet thioughout the
Stata.

Nuw York, Nov, 30.—This aflernoon Al-
derwan Vance took the oath of otbos as
Mavor, and a guurter of ao hour later the
body of Mayor iavemoyer wasrewmoved to
bin late rosidence,

NEew Youg, Des, L.—A call for & mass
moeting of "longshoremen last night filled
the groat hall of Cooper Institute to overflow-
ing, Among the andience wrre Geo, Francis
Train and s pumber of Toternationnitst,
Cuommunists and other recognizsd ngitators,n
couple of whom sought to air thelr extreme
views, and wern rocelved with but litle fav-
or.

CLEVELAND, Nov. 30.—The scow pearl,
Falrport, loaded with lnmber, cume ashore at
Geneva, Ohio, this morning. On board was
found the body of » nfan wippowed to be J.
Graham, of Fairpoet, snd the body of a boy
aged wbout fourtsen botl frozen to desth.

BavriMoRrE, Nov, 30 —An oyster boat was
run down in Chespenke Bay yosterday sud
alx wen drowned.

Laurree Rock, Nov. 30,—On Wednesday
night last ive muskad men want 1o A souniry
sture on the Petit Jewu River, Yell county.
They killed the proprietor, robbed the store,
wnd theu robbed the treding boat lying at
tho bank of tha river, and fled, pursued by
the SherifTand & posses of man, They sep-
arated,two coming toward Liule Rock, They
followed the Iatter, and yesterday, sixteen
miles abovae here, met tham. A tight ensned
and the Sherlft was shol and seversly wound-
ed, The robbers alter recelving wounds,
were captured,

A collision of tho acenmmodatinn tralns
on the Northern Ceniral Hallrosd this siter-
noon, on Iran Bridge, Lake Roland, precipi-
tated the tenders wud  bagunge oars (oto the
witer, One passonger was killod and four
employers injured,

Willism O'Kaey, consin tn the suthor ot tha
“Stur Spangled ]ummr," oommitted suicide
Al the Kepnurd Houwe lust night,

Tennrw Hauvre, Nov., 3 —AL Cloverdale,
Putmen county, Indiann, yeserday, Thomus
Martin becaing oftanded st something said
by his wite. Hoshot her with s pistol, kill-
ing her ut oves,  Adam Swnton ioterferred
t mevo the woman, when ha shot him al=o
in the shoulder. He In expected to die, The
wite of Murtin had her babe in her arms
*whlm she wus shot, and full back dead elasp-

ny i

BenrriN, Nov, 30,— Herr Bigel, editor of the
Vaterland, has been ssotenced 1o ten months'

| i prisonwent for asserting that Kullinann's

attempt on the life of Blaunwick wes a sham
plot planned by the police,

Maprin, Nov, 80~ 1t s officislly snnoun-
ced thiat Genersl Leballu, Marquls Valludooo
andl other promineut porsons Lave sbandon-
&d the cause of Don Oarlos,

PACIFIO COAST.

Sax Fraxomseo, Deo. 1,—A rumor s cur-
rent on the streot that Milton 8, Latham will
»00nD retire from the position of Mennyger of
the London and San Fraoelsco Bunk in thi,

nillx.
aptsin Quinn, of rﬁo British ship British
| King proposss to dock his ship and bave her
bottow cleaned, a8 be intends Lo socept the
chullenge for sn ooean race with the Three
Brothers, A club of five English gentlemen
have agreed Lo put up $5,00—the amount
,;mpuwll by Commodore Allen—that the
'hree  Hrothers could beat the British King,
Bax Dieco, Dee. 1.—Tha lecturer of the
CUalifornis hitste Grange, D. W, M, Wright,
organized six Granges in Han Diego
onunty, from November 24th to the 30th, s
follows: Nastlonsl Rapch Grange, tweniy-
four member; Poway Urange, thirty
charter members; Burnardo Grange, twenty-
four cbarter wembors; Bear Valley Gm

‘ [ twenty-nine charter members; Ban

Rey y twenty-four charier membars,
These ;:E:. with Jucinto Grange, seveu
now owganized In San Diego county., A
muntiUnngo will soon be organized o look
wfler the general Interests of farmers though-
out the muulf. Mr, Wrightleft by the Sen-
ator, and will bein Ventum lnd'lan Luls
Oblspe countles uaill the 12th inst,

Lo# anoxrws, Dec, 1,—Mr, J. W, Crawford
englneer of the Los Angeles and Independ-
enoe Rallroad, retu this wmorning from
the field of labore during the past month in
the Cnjon Pase Mountalow, He s grestly ox-
bilern.od over the suooess of Lis axplor o

San Louis Osiwro, Deo, 1.—H Alston,
repurter and correspondent of the San F'ran.
cineo Clhronicle, was arrestad to-day while en
roule lrom Santa Barbam to Sao Francisoo
on the sener Wi Taher, on & ohargs of
vinhezgloient, wod laought bere for rial,
T l-!alntnl’f ii SRt g, silitor ot the
St Lous 7% Lu oo LT O R T TT= 1 A
Bl collewt tor Lo, ANOB i
thres hundred dollurs and attompled l‘é JT:::;
the country,but wus captured while en route,

LI i B

J G, Wright bus Just rovcived a lurge lut
vl ciiadl v agls iur ) ualigaiuie,




