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Objects of the Farmers® Movement.

Kiltor Wikamette Farmer:

I find, in my Interconrse with my
fellow furmers, as well as in the re-
port of the Highland Farmers’ Club
published in the Fanvenr of the Ist
of March, that there is a great want
e Inek of information in regard to
the ohjects and aims of the present
fermers' movement, ad well a8 the |
necessity that exists for such organ-
ization,  And, a8 we may be some-
what to Wlame for thisgans well us oth-
vrs who are leading in the move-
went, we willy by your permission,
diseuss the question some further,

There is n certain combination
among  the  wheat-buyers of this
coast which is working for the accu-
mulation of an immense fortune ot
the farmers' expensie.  And after
taving <o shaguad theie schemes as
to shut out all pos=ilile competition,
they have forcod down the price so
low that the nfority of farmers ean
not pay the running expense of their
farms with the procesds of the sules
of their surplus,  While some fiurme-
ers are especinlly Tovoped with a vir-
gin suil of superltivo richness and o
houschold of industriouns sons, aml is
able to tap the market at Qs best,
and can do something wore than
Py running expenses, the wajority
of furmers less fuvored cannot do <o,
This state of things leads rapidly o
tliscouragements, Linprovements
had in contemplistion a Year ago nre
now given up, and the business of
the vountry hins become more or less
paralyred, so that it I« doubtfal if
the country recovers from the shock
it has wow recelved o the next ten
yohrs,

Coulil we ook firward 1o the fu-
ture and anticipate the thone when a
competition woulil <pring up he-
tween these men, by which prices
urlght become more healthy in the
future, we wouldl fake less interest
im exposing them now, though it
would e very desirable to he able (o
dspense with the infliction at any
thme,  We, however, regard any re-
formation in this direction as hope-
tess and ont of the gquestion, without
a combimation on the part of the
tillers of the soll o UL it. Men
seddomn voluntarily relinguish their
prasp upon o prowdse of wealth,
though the mvans by which it i< ae-
cessibile e over so questiomabile: amd
vow  the tailities  for combining
these ring= and making them effeet-
e e =0 geead, and the principles
by which they become paying insti.
tutions wre soo well undeestood, tit
nothdng <lhiort of o revolution on the
part of the oppressed will cure the
evil

Pl sy aneces e o agrionltureal
vinehinery o the past quarter of g
ventury, his had o tendoney to throw
out of agricalture about one hall the
previous foree novessary (o carry it
ot Bt while one man ey now,
with the wse of improved machine
ey, UL foue thmes the number of
wres, the cost and wear amd tear
connected therowith forbid him the
privitege of furmishing his products
o the ket o oa Gaething less
thian betore, This extea foree thrown
it of pgpricolture s sought eme-
plovmwent in other  avocations,  so
anti b e Ut v nbatabes Babwor Ts baeen
b exeess of the demnd, amd per

e e the various nanufaciue
tlsts wied ponopalists of the workd
tave been gradually ruling the price
ol Ltbor down, and this has brought
ot i Kind of an ierepressible contlict
butween eagadal and  labor—henee
the various strikes that have beon
s ranpant every where in the past
few years,  While these strikes,
where stccesstul, have ol o ten-
deney o dnerase the price of labor,
they have bavarially been followed
oy an inercase in the price of the
cotmnmeditios turned out by these
estnblislounent« Take the o fse-
ture of tin and of ghiss 1 the eme-
ployecs steike for higher wages and
seoure then,  This s followed by a
el B tho sonad ghiss, oo matter of bat
Hitle signiticance to those hands, be-
cause they use but little of these ar-
tieles, being princlpally interested in
their lm-nh wd butter, No of all
others outside of agrivulture,

Thix stute of things has had a ten-
deney to enhanes the price of wll the
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farmer's foreign commodities while

it has hrought no relief to him in the
price of his own products, This,
however, it would do, were it not
for those ring= which stund between
liim and the econsumer—hence the
necosgity of organizing in such u
way us will enable us to dispense
with those ring=. We would have
but little olijection to those parasites
vould they be satisfied with reason-
able profits, but such is not the fuct. |
Though we may not know exactly |
whiat profits these men realize upon |
a cargo of wheat, yet it is sufe to
suppose that they do not and will|
not touch 0 cargo of wheat without
n fuir prospect of a reasonable profit,
This being a fair presumption, we
are enabled to estimate thele enor-
mons profits by the data they them-
selves have furnished us< It 0=
well-known fet that these dealers
i wheat have raun up the price of
wheat in San Franciseo to 81256 per
bushel,  Now, if we conclude  they
have a fulr profit when they pay
this price (and this Is a legitimate
econclusion), then it is fuir to assume
that the ditference between the av-
ernge price and =125 per bushel con-
stitutes  a sum  which they have
swindled the farmers out of. 11 then
we tnke 70 cents as the average price
paid, we have the sum of 50 cents
per bushel as the st extorted from
the furmers unnecessarily.  This, on
woeargo of 36,000 hushels, wmounts to
the round sum of 218,000, over and
ubove o reasonable profit.  1f then
we udd the s of #1000 as the
supposd profit on #1256 per hushel,
the least probable profit these men
would be Hkely to tuke or expect on
aoenrgo, we live the sum of 28,000
as the profit on o single eargo of a
thousaul tons,  Now, distribute this
sty over and above what firmers
Ave received, in eneh neighbor-
homd  that  raises 836,000 bhushels of
wheat, and it will enable us to see
the point why  farmers showld do
thedr onene whipping,  Can you, Highe
laned Barners, see this point ¢ 2!

While the fiest vost of this eargo
Is but about £25,000, his investment
i more than douliled on ench eargo,
amd with the faeilitios he has for
drawing money from the banks on
his cargo a8 it is ready to sall, he can
semd in suecession half o dozen enr-
groes in o single season, thas inereas- |
Iy s =20,000 (o = 150000 in n single
year. No wonder these men soon
become milllionaires, amd no wonder
the Girmers from whom sueh sums
are arnnndly extorted ted B lasd to
Keep atloat,

T is not with o view of enhinnelng
the price of gmin in the world’s
nurket that we are secking o com-
bination among fmemers, but that we
iy have the benetlt of such e
kets as the world, by reason of s
necessitios, = willing to give, While
the starving millions are offering ns
Py ing proces tor our surplus, we se-
riull'-lt\‘ ulljc'l.'l o ”lll*(‘ haulf-:)'u“"#
swullowing ap the major part of it,
<o that what reaches the Girmer is a
were pittance, aud Glls fr short of
A Just compensation for the capital
cniployed and the hibor expended
I bt production, And why we may
not have paid agents in whom we
ecun conflde amd trast with the teans-
wission of our surplus products o
the consumer, without passing them
through the hands of these rings, is
aomystery which T would like those
wiseaeres of the Highland Club to
solve, It is trae, they instinee the
mutual suspicions that broke up the
Podon Store at Salem, but we fadl to
to see the practical conpection b
tween the two, so that the fllure of
the one may be armyed aguinst the
proluble suecess of the other. In
the case of the store, w single man
wits entrustes] with the eapital amd
ninagement of the whole concern,
and of the mying amd selling of
votnmoditios, concerning the value
of which the stoekholders knew lit-
tle or nothing. This left an open
fleld for embwezzlement, and as the
ugent of that concern was not above
suspicion, the concern nuturally col-
lapsedd,  But in the farmers' organ-
fzatlon we are not thus situated, —
We propose to luve 4 State board,
whose business it will be 10 thor-
oughly post themselves in reganl to
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the market value of our wheat, the past season.

wherever It may be sent, and that
we puy our outside agents a stipula-
ted sum, and as we need not entrust
those agents with the handling of
our funds, there need he no suspi-
clon about the matter—hence no pos-
sible show of a failure.

It is objected that these agents
must be paid. True, we expect to
pay them a reasonable compensation;
a les< sumn, however, on a million of
bushels than the ring wonld be satis-

L
fled with upon n single enrgo. What
are five or ten thousand dollars com-
pared with the millions we have lost
hy passing it through the hands of
the ring ? 1 would respectfully ask
these quibblers to consider the pro-
voerl, “@enny wise, and pound fool-
i=h,*

We are told by these rings that
thiey wre paying =25 per ton on their
clhinrters, and that therefore they
enn afford to pay the farmers only <o
and =o for thelr wheat. . We ure sor-
ry we cannot plice the most impdieit
contidenee in the statements of these
men. We wrote to members of the
ring la=t fall about whent matters.—
They answered us that they could
not pay over 1,10 per cental deliv-
ered in Portlund,  Notwithstanding
this positive stutement of the ring,
they nevertheless did advance the
price themselves without any out-
side competition up to SLY per
centnl,  Now if they conld not afford
to puy more than <L40 per cental,
how comes it that they paid the 1,902
Does any one believe these men paid
wore thap they conld afford to ?—
Surely not.

Again, theso rlng moen are very
careful to make us believe that their
chartersare rn.-linf them =25 per ton,
Now, while we belleve some vessels
have been chartered at these rtes,
and while we are ready to concede
the fuet that we have no certain
mweans of knowing just what they do
pay, we nevertheless do know that
they do not puy =25 per ton in the
:!Fl:n' ate. We remember  somes
time sinee of seeing the stutement in
the papers at that time there wern
S vessels enroute for San Franeiseo,
and that they were all under charter
at from € to €3 per ton, to carry
wheat to Liverpool, and that the av-
erige cost per ton was =20, Taking
this stutement of the ease as coming
from the ring men themselves, who
were especinlly interested inoversta-
ting the case, It is o faly presumption
that the aggregate cost is below this,
Shortly after this statement one of
these vessels came into port o few
thay s hehind thme,said to b chartered

L]
fat £5, The charter party refused to

and aecept, the chinrter was forfeitoed,
Now hadthey been paying $25 per ton,
why did they rejeet thischartery Can
anyone tell? Sl further, this vessel
innediately woent upon the market
at cd e ad continued in the mar-
ket few dinys at that price. Now if
the average charter tonnage wis 8210,
how comes It that this vessel was of-
ferod at =2 50 less per ton than the
average?  Amd, =till further, how
came this vessel to stand in the mar-
ket at that price for several days bhes
fore her charter was accepted?  We
conclude from these fets that the
agpregute tonnage from this const to
Liverpool has not eost the rings more
than =17 or 318 per ton, the statement
of the ring to the conteary notwith-
stunding.

But now conies the evil consequen-
ees of these stateoments as to the high
wlees of freght, They have pub-
ished Bt G and near that they were
certuinly paying this 223 per ton on
freight o Liverpool, thelr object bes
ing to make the farmers believe that
the rings were paying all they could
altond o Tor wheat, While  these
statements have served to inerease
the profits of the rings, they will ev-
idently serve to make thoe shipown.
ors believe that all other vessels have
got that sum, and therefore they in
the future will usk that price, This
belng n natural consequence, the
rings will be compelled  themselyes
to pay more the coming season than
they have this (not however, nmore
than £25 per ton), but they will make
this an excuse o grind the farmers
down still lower lh:mtlu-,\' have this,
Quite HKely they will refuse to pay
maore than =1 25 per contal at Port-
e This we ook for, unless the
furmiers orgnnize and do thelr own
shipping.

WAREIOUSES,

This Highland Clubscems also to e
equally ignorant upon the warchouse
' _uw-tlutl. They cunnot see the point.

hey cannot see why farers should
build warehouses, when there are
warehouses already built, and especis
ally do they think that in the mills
s 0 most excellent place to store
rmm. Pshaw! yes, why not? You

Lighlanders seem to have staid at
home the past season; perhaps huve
had no wheat In store !n the wure-
houses or the mills, At all events,
You seem not to understamnd the way
things were done up in those places

We farmers over
this way have found out that It is
mslth'e'y necessary to be able to
‘control the warehouses In which we
[ store our Fraln.

Last fall, when the ring concluded
to force the price of wheat down to
421 cents, farmers were not disposed to
wfl at that price, but the ring had
vesscls in port to load, and they must
load them, and In order to do this
without advancing the price of wheat
they borrowed of some warehonsemen
large guantities of wheat, promising
of course to make these men safe,.—
Under this armngement large :|Iu:mll-
thes of whent went forward, amd these
mien were able to load thelr vessels.—
IThere was no inducement for them to
I advance on the price of wheat, becanse
"tliey were getting what they wanted
"without. Farmers were everywhere
surprised cexcept In this Highland
rewrion i, supposing of course that the
furmers somewhere were selling th_olr
grain at the price the ring was ofler-
ing, when in faet they were not. The
miills were doing the same thing in
regard to the gratn stored in them;
they were grinding away., regardloss
as 1o whether the grain they were
grinding was purchased by them or
not, belig confldent that the riug they
were in would be able to eontrol the
prive—beenuse they cared but little
whether they bought or not, exvept at
the price the ring had concluded to
give, Now, haul these warchouse men
not betrayed the trust reposed in them
Ly the farmers, these wheat-buyers
would have had to advance to about
elghty cents at the start, and the Wil-
lamette valley would have saved a
Lialf million dollars thereby, enough
to have bullt all the warehouses Or-
egon woulld need for the next fifty
years, Yot the Highlunders see no
sense o bullding warchouses.  Well,
we furmers wlm‘l‘mvv wheat to export
do, and we are desperately determined
not Lo store wheat In warchouses con-
trolled by the ring, thus placing our
wheat In competition with us to keep
the prices down,  This guestion is not
therefore Pretnture.

Asbde from the reasons above mon-
tioned, there are other good reasons
why furmers shonld build warchouses,
In the first place, farmers are paying
elther direct!y or indirectly enough on
the storage of thelr grain In o single
sea=on to build their own warchouses,
Thix is doubtless rather much, Again:
there i= a large increase in the weight
of grain in store, One of these ware-
house men over here, more honest
than some others, has statod that this
inereased welght in his warchouse one
sepson amounted to n thousand bush.
els.  This of Itself, if true (and 1 sup-
pose It is), ought to pay the storage.—
So contldent of this inereased weight
was Judge More, of Benton county,
that he proposed to build a warehouse
if the farmers would bind themselves
to LIt and chiarge nothing for stor-
age,  He expected to be amply repaid
by the Inereesed welght of the grain in
stores There are nlso other gomd rea-
sons, which for the present we will
walve, lest we be tedious,

STEAMUOATS,

Now o fow wonds about furmers’
ownling steambonts, For my own
party 1 have o desire to leterfore with
the steambowts or the radlomds, pro
vided they will enrry freight at rea-
sonable rates, but I they will not,
and we farmers can atford to build our
own boats and varey our own freiglit
chenpor than these monopolies will
apreo toodo i, we v-.-rluiu*\' ought to
and will doit. T am eonfident that
wheat can be carvied from here to
Portlund for tive cents per bushel, and
to Astoria for cight cents, and from
points above here in this county for
about one cent more; amd if no other
parties will do this, I am willing to
iter into contmet with the farmers of
this vounty to that oftiet, S0 much
Tor stewtbants,

Suppose the Gemers of the country
wdopt the Highlond wisdom, and 1ot
the rings, mills, steamboats, ruilroads,
and warchouses all grind along just as
they have been doing this senson, how
lovg Will it take thiese men to accummne
lnte wealth enough to buy up the
country s reduce us to the same ser-
vile condition in which the poor of
Fuglamd are found to-day * But a fow
years, certainly,

It surprises we to se¢ men who have
manifested the usaal intelligence of
this Cluby, cronching dewn unider this
state of things, and recommeriding (by
their actions) their fellow farmers to
do Hikewise, :-iul\'ll\‘. they have not
properly understood the fitets and the
nevessitios of the cuse, otherwise they
manifest but lle of the courige of
their forefuthers who  bearded the
British lon over thiugs trivinl in
themselves compared with the depths
of commiervinl nlquity under which
the ful'm_.:r.u of Oregon are Eroaning
tosday. There are, perhaps, only two
Kinds of servitude, voluntary und in-
voluntary,  Of these, the vo untary is
alwinys the most protitable to the 1us.
ters who are fortunate enough to be
able to control It. - And in view of the
fact that these Highlanders have mans-
ifested such a docile disposition—seem
“o willing to bow their necks o the
galling yoke—we suggest to these
ring-masters the propr ety of havin,
a gold medal struck oft and presen
to this Club, Doubtless there are some
other furmers who would prefer the
fawuing of these commerclal syco-
'\lumt- mare than & dignified and an

1uorable freedom from their wither-
ing tread, wio conhil be wooed I-}' the

[glittering toy to bow to the =ame mel-
nncholy fate.

Oregon is not alone in her stroggles
agninst monopoliea, The peaple of the
Western Btutes (so enlled) ure now
renlizing the fact that they are under
the neel of railroad kings. Rallroud
compunies have heen combining in
those States until three kings reign
aver them all, The time was when o
wholesome competition between the
rnilromls  socursd rensonable rates of
frelghit, but sinee  the owners have
Loen eombining, the price of freight
litis been golng up, tIL the thing has
Levome Intolerable, wd the farmers
have risen in their might, determined
that this state of things shall notcon-
tinue. [t is true, they are a little like
,ourselves— they bhardly know what
course to adopt to rid themselves or
the nulsanee, but they nre desperately
determined that something shall be
done, nud they will doubtless ere long
hit the nail upon the head, and settle
the matter once and forever that they
are 1ot to be the mere serfs of monop-
alies, W, Rune,

Iﬁmlllll'rn Oregon.

The County Court of Douglas has
made an order directing the construc.
tion of the road from Wilbur toa point
tive miles south of Roseburg, in nceer-
dance with the Act of October 28
1572, and pledging the eredit of the
county for the payment of 15,000
appropriated for that purpose.

A Roscburg paper says: The fur-
mers in the southern part of this
preeinet have formed aclub and have
taken steps to build n warehouse ut
the railroad depot at this place for the
purpose of storing grain.  They intend
hereafter to do their own warehousing
wnd forwarding, This Is a step in the
right direction.

The Roseburg Maindealer notes the
arvival of Helnrich Lener, of Minne-
sota, who came to find farms for him-
self and a few friends,  He states that
the intense eold which  prevalled
there Inst Winter will enuse a large
cmigration from that State the present
season, much of which will come to
Oregon,

The school fund apportionment in
Daouglas County is £1 50 per capita,

The Coguille country in Coos County
is fust scttling up, There are large
tracts of Governmoent Innd along that
river subjeet to homestead and pre-
emption scitlement, The land s
heavily timbered, yet the market for
lumber renders the clunrlnl; of such
land remuncrative, and the land, after
it is cleared, Is rich and productive In
all Kinds of furm productions,

- - — -

OsCILEATION has o wouderful eflect
upon even powerful  bodies If not
frequently broken in the vibration,
We have frequently  scen  notices
placed at the ends of large suspension
bridgds, that processions must  break
“tep in erossing 3 this has to Lie done
ta ensure safety.

It s stuted o ilustration of the
effect of the phenomenon in question,
that when the flest suspension  bridge
was being built in England, o fiddler
oflered to fiddle itaway, Striking one
note after another, he eventually hit
its vibrating note, or fundamental
tone, amd threw it into such extraor-
dinary wibrations that the bridge
bullders had to beg him to  desist.
Ounee n bridge went down under the
tread of infuntry In France who had
not broken step, and three hundred
persons were drowned,  The experi-
is well known ofa tumbler or small
ment glass vessel belng broken by the
frequent repetition of some particular
note of the human voice.
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Te PARKER GUN,—Sportsimen arv
no content with a muzzle loading gun,
—they must be able to load and fire
with a mpidity and precision little
reamed of when  we  were boys,
America ranks first in the manufue-
ture of firc-nrms, and first among her
u:urthy urtizans stand the firm of
Parker Bros,, of Woest Meriden, Conn,
Iheir breech-lowling shot gun s
Leyond question the best and cheapest
arm_of this sort now mude. We
speak from experience, aml heartily
commend the firm amd their model
gun—Ilinuis Legal Directory,

keSSl

“Humbug " fxa corvuption of the
Irish word  wim  bog, pronounced
oowbug, siguifying soft copper, or
pewter, or brass, or worthless moncy,
such as was made by James I, at the
Dublin - Mint—twenty shillings of
which was worth only two pence
sterling, At first applied to worthless

voin, the word became the general
title of anything false or counterfeit.

d L1070
Dr, Hall asserts in the Praivie Fai-
mier that the simple use of soft soap, put
ou hot, i» quite us effectualagninst bor-
;:;“I for :ho exclul:on ?‘r u;: llkloth fl'::
er nt rk, as :

e ek migh

Gl soap, uinl not one-eight as ex-
ensive,




