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£p. Fanrmer: Isuppose the farin- | gy, Fanumer: As the winter is
s of this State ought to write for ghout past, and its lessons impressed
your paper, if they expect it to pros- ypon our minds, and those lessons
per and be a good one.  The truth 15, are fresh and vivid, it is well for us
farmeors, after the toils of the day, | to make some notes for record, ns a
foel more like resting than writing. | guide in the future,
Everything belng new In farming — Our cold weather commenced on
here, men must sometimes guess at | the 23d of December, snow falling to
facts, and experiment constantly.— the depth of three inches, 'I‘!u-ulf;ht
Hence many do not wish to give of the 25th was cold, 10° below zero 3
thelr views publicity, without belng | byt the following day was modemnte,
reasonably certain of them. In 4 gnd sinee that time it has not been
country like ours, that has two ex-'¢older than 6° nbove—though nearly
tromes of wet and dry, it requires gy the time called cold weather, the
some years of experience to estab- percury was from 16 to 30 degrees
lish anything like certain rules to ghove, On the 2d of January, ot i
work by. When the soll was new u, m,, the thermometer marked the
and rleh, it did not seem to take Jowest, 67 above; at 12a.m. 26° ahove;
much thought how to farm ; but, &8 and at 3 p. m. the Chinook wind ur-
the fertile prairies hage been used pived, and the thermometer rose to
for years in constant cropping, men  42° in five minutes’ thime, and all
begin to see the necessity of more qur snow disappenred In  twelve
thoreugh farming, It would seem  Loyps,
that draining of some kind must be' Phe snow fell between the 25th
resorted to, and subsolling follow.— gnd 15t 10 about seven inches, which
The excessive rains warrant the fissty | ywus the deepest snow we had,  Ow-
and the extreme drouth the latter.  jng to the lack of rain in carly fall,
But perhaps there Is more expect- our grass did not start afresh, as usu-
ed of the Oregon farmer than as yet - al, and, as o consequence, stock wias
ought to be. Every country, insome poor for this season of the year.—
years, falls to a certain extent, it And, as is usunlly the ease, stock
matters not how judicious the farm- was seattered, and the owners could
ing may be. Inthe season past the not find all of them when the snow
farmers produced wonderful crops of | fell, and feed was necessary., The
grain, but hay and vegetables were  country was well supplied with feed,
light. Some cditors are always and the only stock lost by the sever-
croaking about farmers’ not having ity of the winter were those not
plenty of this or that; but the fuct Is, | found by their owners, or a few of
some things fail in spite of human  those very poor in the fall. Of those
A certain editor in your astmy diiring the winter, all did
town s constantly finding fault that very well, except such as came in
more potatoes were not raised—that from the range and hung around cor-
farmers ought to pay more attention | rals where other stock were being
to truck patches, ete. The fact s, fed, Of such, of course, all perished,
last summer was very: unpropitious except they were taken in by the
for truck in geperal. The cabbage owners of the premises and fed as
were mostly destroyed by eabbage their own. These clreumstances
and potatoes fulled for want of have developed the Importunce of
ﬁl‘il: ypose the reasen of thia | concert of action among farmers and
' H 50 much about pota. | stock-ruisem in the course to be pur-

Yolume 1V.- Nulllﬁc} 1.

sued when stock ‘comes around in
timeo of a storm. As the custom Is
now, people are shy about feeding
other persons’ cattle, for fear that
when spring comes the owners Will
not pay for the feed given them.—
But it is only by a concert of action
and the prssage of some resolutions
expressing the opinion of a large
number of men in favor of taking in
and feeding such stray stock, that
much trouble and loss may be avold-
ol in the future. This one fact of
our stock beingastray is the cause of
more than nine-tenths of the loss
this winter. One other canse of
much loss arises from the “coming
in" of cows during January and
February ; and as long as bulls are
allowed to run at large from one
year's end to another, this will be |
the ease. We will not only have our
ealves come at o bad time, but we
will have scrub ecalves, no matter |
how much we spend for fine stock
bulls, This trouble will continue
until our Legislature shall pass an |
act restraining bulls, the same as |
stalllons, from running on the com-
mons,

So much for our present lesson on |
stock. We will now go to the or-|

chard and the \'lma:unl. and  sce
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there.

A dry fall, with light frosts in the
Iatter part of September, gradually
increasing during October and No-
vember, ripened the wood and plae-
ed the trees and vines into winter
quarters in most splendid condition.
An examination of the frait buds of
the apple, pear, plum, and cherry,
reveals perfectly green and healthy
interlor, The peach, however, does
not lonk exactly right. Slicing off
the bud from tip to buse, the interlor
looks brown, but, as you near the
hase of the bud, it looks green and
natural, Now, whether the injury
done to the petals of the blossom
will extend to the pstil or embryo
peach, remains to bo seen.  The
yvoung growth Is perfectly sound,
and as far as can be secen there is no
injury to any variety of fruit exeept
the peach. Grapes have stood the
winter perfeetly, No injury to any
except where they were grown on
wot land, or were Irvigated,  Some
sueh vines are killed back to near
the ground, except cances that were
close to or on the ground, which are
uninjured, So with the present con-
dition of the fruit prospect,  Should
nothing farther ocour to injure it,
we will have a good erop of fruit
next season.

Grain will most likely yield a boun-
tiful harvest, as large quantities
were sown in the fall, which are un-
injured, and the plow Is now ran-
ning, and If not impeded by cold
weather (whieh is unlikely), there
will be large crops of spring grain,
The ground Is thoroughly saturated
with water, which Is & good Insur-
rance against  summer  drouth,.—
Thus, all things considered, Wulla
Walla has fuir prospeects for the com:
ing =eason. A. B Rongnrrs,

Annisten—=The sheriff of Wulla
Walla county, on a requisition from
the Governor of Washington 'Terri-
tory, arrested 8 man unmed Jamoes
Shafer in this ullﬂ last wuek, on @

¢h of grand Tarceny committed
‘nhﬁ?:e'eh'up in Wlll{ Walls.

REPLY TO MR. GEER. 'T know of one gentleman whose at-

En. FARMER i—Permit me to say | tention tostock improvement was ap-
to Mr. Geer and the readers of the | Parently stimulated thereby to such
FarMen who have taken an interest | extent that he offered Mr. Reed
in the article deprecating the spirit | $100 (8 very liberal price, I think) for
of a part of Mr. Geer's paper, hended | the season of two cows, nnd ns Mr.
“ ooded Cattle,” that he is certain- Reed refused the offer, 1 fancy some
other Oregon breeder will be llkely

Iy mistaken when he assumes my ob-
Jeet was to laud Mr. Reed and dis- to find a customer. I have no doubt

honor him. 1 have no reason for | that Mr. Reed's importation will be
writing In the interest of Mr, Reed financial benefit to those Oregon
or any ring he may or may not be- breeders enumerated by Mr. Geer,
long to, 1 have no acquaintance with who have clung to their stock and
Mr. Roed. My only object was to A0 show satisfactory evidence of
clatm o place for him amongst thos | ©4reful breeding. That it has not al-
men whom Mr., Geer enumerated | WO been profitable, 1 ean well be.
(himself included) as having preced. Heve. Investments of this kind, Uke
od Mr. Reed in the Intreduction of | Many others, pay best to those who
blooded eattle into Oregon, In claim- €40 #fford to wait longest. As it
ing that Mr. Reed had scomingly | Would scem from Mr. Geer's state-
execeded any of his predecessors in ment that thoroughbred Short Horns
the amount of his investment, T had  *r¢ cheaper In Oregon than In any
no intention to elaim honor for mere |0ther State, our home market will
money in the matter ; it Is thoe spirit | improve as population Increases, and
of the nct and the probable effocts | It 18 probable that some of our breed-
upon the stock interests of the State | “™ will find a market for some of
that Is entitled to public notice, 1t is | their surplus stock In the growing
evident my talk about wooden plows wnn'munllh-u enst und north of us.
was “hosh ™ to Mr. Geer; and heas- | What T wish most tosee Is overy
sumes, for what reason T know not, | b In Oregon stocked with the best
that T would not buy an Oregon- stock of the different breeds of anl-
mado plow, but would favor import- | Mils most suitatle for each particu-
ed implements of all kinds, even If lar farm. We shall, In four years,
s c A g | IAVE 0N 0pportunity to measure our-
here. T use a plow made by JI 720 thon T hone' St
Bowen, of Roseburg, Orogon. It I cllffm:t-ul.'-unh-n. nnd then 1 Yopo 3 [
the best plow T have tried for my 160 opinion of our Merino sheep
laml, It cut the same sized furrow will be proved true, aid that we will
with fifty pounds less draft powor M able to show, on that glorious ceu-
than un\: plow tested at the State tennial eelebration, that we nre entl-
ir teials of 1868, It Is made of tied to the same high rank for the
steel, but (and here the bosh comes "“'mrlu'"-\" of our cattle amd horses
in again) It J« not the best quality of M rain naud frulb produets. . J. M,

steel, or the plow would be still bet-
ter.  The better the material our ;
home industry has for itsagenclesof - o oo ppovoiien, Feb, 17,—During
production, (cattle as well ns steely) | (ho last twenty-four hours 4 6-100
the better that prodoction will be; hu-hnﬂ;-r r:;ln fefl. Total for the sea-
? g s, 28 88-100
'I_H‘I that | supposs Is hosh to Nr. There Is now nine cases of small pox
Geor, i the pest hiouse and elght cases in
Mr., Goor asks what | would think | town, seme of the shght variolold
’ ' .
of the husiness capacity of any man g o gy serseo, Fob, 30, —Foir enses
who would send all the way to Ver- | of small pox have appenrod among re-
mont and pay =200 fora Merino buck, l"";”)‘ “lrl';wl';l passengers by thesteam.
e W8 8 . er Constitution. g
and pay freight on him from there Los ANGELES, Feb, 15.=The trial of
here, when he eould buy just 0% good | Ceenshaw for murder was coneluded
or i better one of me for 325 Well, | last night, 'l;luilvum- Is the Iirrsll on the
; + : = St colendar of hudichineuts growing out
1 confess [Reannot seo how the man of the Chinese riot of October 24th.
would be serving his own interests The jury were out twenty minutes, sl
to the best advantage by such a returned s verdict of gullty of man-
course, but 1 should think he was #lsughter. This trial may be regnnl-
: S = ol 0% 0 test case for all others, some
serving mine pretty effectually, ftnr twenty Innumber.
Lam quile sure that other parties RSN
who might want a Merino buek  Dasmaar 1o RAILEOAD BRIDGES.—
would likely Inquire It they could [y regard to the damage done by the
not get as good an article from Ores flood to the railroad bridges the Hulle-
gon sheep-breeders, ot o less price, fia has tho following : * The brkdge ove
and, ns 0 consequence, the Oregon- | ver the Willamette river st Haorris-
rulsed sheep would find buyers ot | burg was not injured so severely as
entunced prices,  That was really  wos st fiest supposed, and the damage
the result of the first introduction of will be repalred by five o'cloek this
the first Vermont Merino by Messps, evening.  The Santiam bridge at Jeit-
Jones & Rockwell into Ovegon,  For crson his suitered more severcly than
two years previous to that event, the Hurrisburg bridge, although uot
there had been a cholce flock of Aus- 50 Kreat as was finst reported.  The

N —n (" gravel has washed out of one of the
tralian Merinos, owned by Coffin & iers, aned the south bank of the river

Tompson, in Yamhill county, but no 'mn Been washed awny to a considern-

CALIFORNIA.

one paid much attention to them, bleextent, but n large force of work.

As soon as Mr. Rockwell began to men are cmployed in making the
sell bucks here at 3500 cach, the DPEEUsALY repairs, which will be gom-

; s deted By to-morrow  evening, The
sheep of Messra, Coflin & Tompson

found buyers at the prices they ask-
ed, and very soon they raised on
those prices.

That some such result should fol-
low the importation of the high
priced eattle which have drawn out

rains in the meantime will not eross

the bridge, but passengers will be trans:

ferred to unother tealn ut this t.
The Superintendont Is satlsfled that
truing could run over thoe bridge in
{ srfect safety, but Mr, Thiclsen,
‘hief Engincer, decins It a matter

days, or until after he has

recaution not to do so for A sou et
Mr. Geer's pen, T have Httle doubt. | pleted the repalm.” v S



