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The Skanner Celebrates 50 Years 
By Lisa Loving 
Special to The Skanner News

I
f you are reading this right now, 
it means you’re celebrating half 
a century of independent, com-
munity journalism by The Skan-

ner News publishers Bernie and 
Bobby Dore Foster. For 50 years, 
The Skanner News has been a fear-
less advocate for everyday people 
and strong local leaders, in busi-
ness and politics. 

With its motto – Challenging 
people to make a better future now 
– this paper has, for generations, 
successfully challenged people 
and institutions from a construc-
tive point of view. 

We’ve told the stories of indi-
viduals, families and community 
groups that have been caught in 
unfair situations. Our readers are 
elders, students, elected officials, 
business owners, janitors, retail 
workers, healthcare workers, 
lawmakers, laborers, educators, 
bureaucrats and visionaries. In 
other words, everybody reads The 
Skanner News.

To commemorate our 50th year 
in business, we’ve created this 
special edition packed with photos 
and remembrances of yesterday 
and today. We also feature an es-
say by former sta� reporter Don-
ovan Scribes about why the Black 
press is crucial on a personal level, 
and also on a political level.

Looking back over the years, it’s 
hard to boil down so much news 
reporting, feature photography, 
community events, commentary, 
and don’t forget the ticket and tur-
key and houseplant giveaways!

But here in these pages you’ll 
find a special section highlighting 
the Martin Luther King Breakfast, 
focusing on the sometimes-con-
troversial keynote speakers; and 

a closer look at local leaders hon-
ored with civil rights awards.

The Fosters have in many ways 
shaped our communities over the 
generations, weaving together 
national thought leaders, elected 
officials, educators, police, spiritu-
al leaders and everyday working 
people who make up the heart of 
North and Northeast Portland – 
what we call Albina. 

As I recently interviewed dozens 
of longtime The Skanner readers, 
I found that almost every single 
person came back to one topic: 
family. Some people I spoke with 
talked about the Foster family; the 
newspaper business they built; 
how many people were featured in 
the paper in some way and never 
forgot the sense of pride they felt 
about it.

Others talked most about their 
own family: which family mem-
bers kept it on the co�ee table or 
the kitchen counter where kids 
picked it up and read it too. Who 
saw themselves or someone they 
loved in The Skanner’s pages, and 
how important that was over the 
years. 

If you are reading this right now, 
thank you for being part of The 
Skanner News family, and thanks 
for supporting independent com-
munity media.

Shirley Chisolm, center, speaking at a special 

event sponsored by The Skanner, from left: 

Charles Jordan, Bobbie Dore Foster, Eddie 

Rye Jr., Sen. Bill McCoy, Judge Aaron Brown, 

Judge Mercedes Deiz

Over the years the World Affairs Council of 

Oregon has brought many visitors to The 

Skanner’s offices.

Bobbie and Bernie Foster

The Skanner’s �rst editorial as published Oct. 7, 1975.
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