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Arts & Entertainment

By NNPA

LAKE BUENA VISTA, 
Fla. (Aug. 1, 2024) – The 
HBCU Week Foundation 
is bringing its college fair 
to Walt Disney World Re-
sort for the second time, 
continuing Walt Disney 
World’s support of His-
torically Black Colleges 
and Universities (HB-
CUs). The HBCU Week 
Foundation is a nonprof-
it organization that en-
courages high school-age 
youth to enroll in HBCUs, 
provides scholarship dol-
lars for matriculation, 
and sustains a pipeline 
for employment from 
undergraduate school to 
corporate America. It’s a 
two-day event that takes 
place every other year 
and is happening Oct. 
23-24 this year at ESPN 
Wide World of Sports 
Complex, which last 
hosted the event in 2022.

The event will feature 
a reception along with a 
college fair that’s expect-
ed to draw nearly 8,000 
high school students 
from across the South-
east and beyond, making 
it one of the foundation’s 
largest ever. On hand 

will be more than 40 rep-
resentatives from the 
nation’s HBCUs, some of 
whom will be granting 
on-the-spot admissions 
and four-year scholar-
ships worth millions 
of dollars. There will 
be lots of Disney magic 
sprinkled throughout 
the event, including ap-
pearances by beloved 
Disney characters, en-
tertainment, music, and 
some special surprise 
moments that can only 
happen at The Most 

Magical Place on Earth. 
The 2022 event at Walt 
Disney World featured 
more than 8,000 attend-
ees and over $11 million 
in scholarships, which 
were both event records 
at that time.

“I am incredibly grate-
ful to Walt Disney World 
Resort for its unwaver-
ing support in provid-
ing high school students 
with the opportunity to 

participate in one of the 
largest college fairs in 
the nation,” says Ashley 
Christopher, founder of 
HBCU Week Foundation. 
“Their commitment not 
only opens doors to HB-
CUs but also paves a path 
towards a debt-free ed-
ucation for these bright 
young minds. Together, 
we are shaping a future 
where dreams know no 
financial barriers.” Walt 
Disney World’s support 
of the HBCU Week Foun-
dation College Fair is 

part of an ongoing col-
laboration between the 
foundation and Disney 
on the Yard, an initiative 
focused on deepening 
Disney’s engagement 
with HBCUs. 

By working closely 
with HBCUs, Disney aims 
to continue building a 
long-term pipeline for 
HBCU graduates through 
the development of stu-
dent internships, men-

torship opportunities, 
career and employee 
spotlights, scholarships, 
and more.

“It’s incredibly heart-
warming to see the 
smiles and excitement 
on these students’ fac-
es when they receive 
acceptance letters and 
scholarships,” says Avis 
Lewis, executive champi-
on of Disney on the Yard. 
“This kind of joy fuels 
Disney’s commitment 

to supporting this event 
and Disney on the Yard. 
We want to provide these 
students with the chance 
to attend college and pur-
sue successful careers, 
and we view this as just 
the beginning of their 
journey.” Likewise, the 
HBCU Week Foundation 
plans to deepen its com-
mitment to supporting 
HBCUs through a recent 
$1 million grant, which 
will assist in expanding 

the foundation’s ongoing 
efforts to advance HBCU 
enrollment, offer aca-
demic scholarships, and 
guide students through 
successful transitions 
from university life to 
professional careers.

For more information 
about the HBCU Week 
Foundation College Fair 
and for students to reg-
ister for the college fair, 
visit www.HBCUWeek.
org.

America’s High School Students to Descend Upon Walt Disney 
World Resort for HBCU Week Foundation College Fair in October

 Mickey Mouse at the College fair at ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex

Together, we are shaping a 
future where dreams know 
no financial barriers“

By JOE REEDY AP Sports 
Writer

Charles Barkley in-
tends to remain with 
TNT Sports through the 
remainder of his con-
tract.

The Hall of Fame player 
announced Tuesday that 
he will not retire next 
season, reversing the 
announcement he made 
in June during the NBA 
Finals.

Barkley said at the 
time that the 2024-25 
season would be his last 
on television, no matter 
what eventually hap-
pened with the NBA’s 
media deal negotiations. 
He signed a 10-year con-
tract extension with TNT 
Sports in 2022.

Warner Bros. Discov-
ery, the parent compa-
ny of TNT Sports, has 
sued the NBA in New 
York state court after 
the league did not accept 
the company’s matching 
offer for one of the pack-
ages in its new 11-year 
media rights deal, which 
will begin with the 2025-
26 season.

“I love my TNT Sports 
family. My (number one) 
1 priority has been and 
always will be our people 
and keeping everyone to-

gether for as long as pos-
sible. We have the most 
amazing people, and they 
are the best at what they 
do. I’m looking forward 
to continuing to work 
with them both on the 
shows we currently have 

and new ones we develop 
together in the future. 
This is the only place for 
me,” Barkley said in a 
statement. “I have to say 
... I’ve been impressed 
by the leadership team 
who is fighting hard and 
have been aggressive in 
adding new properties to 
TNT Sports, which I am 
very excited about. I ap-
preciate them and all of 
my colleagues for their 
continued support, and 
most importantly our 
fans. I’m going to give 
my all as we keep them 
entertained for years to 
come.”

ESPN/ABC, NBC and 
Amazon Prime Video 

were expected to try to 
court Barkley before 
Tuesday’s announce-
ment. “Inside the NBA” 
host Ernie Johnson has 
also said he intends to 
remain with TNT but 
the futures of Shaquille 
O’Neal and Kenny Smith 
remain uncertain.

Barkley joined TNT in 
2000 and has been a part 
of the iconic “Inside the 
NBA” show, which has 
won 21 Sports Emmy 
Awards and has been a 
model for studio shows. 
Barkley took home his 
fifth Sports Emmy for 
Outstanding Studio Ana-
lyst in May.

What Barkley’s future 
looks like if TNT does not 
have the NBA remains 
to be seen. Turner has 
had an NBA package 
since 1984 and games 
have been on TNT since 
the network launched in 
1988.

However, the relation-
ship started to become 
strained when Warner 
Bros. Discovery CEO Da-
vid Zaslav said during an 
RBC Investor Conference 
in November 2022 that 
Turner and WBD “don’t 
have to have the NBA.”

TNT Sports also car-
ries the NHL and NCAA 
men’s basketball tourna-

ment with CBS. It recent-
ly has added the College 
Football Playoffs, Big 
East basketball, NASCAR 
and the French Open.

“Charles is one of the 
best and most beloved 
sportscasters in the his-
tory of television. I know 
I speak for all the mem-
bers of the TNT Sports 
family when I say we 

are incredibly thrilled 
to share this mutual 
commitment to contin-
ue showcasing Charles’ 
one-of-a-kind talents and 
entertain fans well into 
the future,” TNT Sports 
Chairman and CEO Luis 
Silberwasser said in a 
statement. “We continue 
to add to the breadth and 
depth of our sports port-

folio and it’s fantastic 
to have Charles for this 
journey as we develop 
new content ideas and 
shows for our fans.”

Barkley was the co-host 
of “King Charles,” a week-
ly talk show on CNN with 
“CBS Mornings” co-host 
Gayle King. But the lim-
ited-run series ended in 
April after six months.

Charles Barkley Says He Will Not Retire and Remain With TNT Sports 
Even if They Don’t Have the NBA

Charles Barkley arrives at the NBA Awards on June 24, 2019, at Barker Hangar in Santa Monica, Calif. 
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I love 
my TNT 
Sports 
family“


