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The Skanner News

oraNeale Hurston,a

literary luminary of

the Harlem Renais-

sance, left an indel-
ible mark on American
literature, carving a path
as a novelist, anthropolo-
gist and folklorist.

Born Jan. 7, 1891, in No-
tasulga, Alabama, Hur-
ston’s journey unfolded
against the backdrop of
a racially charged Amer-

ica, yet she emerged as a
fearless chronicler of the
human experience.
Hurston’s  childhood
was marked by upheaval,
with her family relocat-
ing to Eatonville, Florida,
one of the first all-Black
incorporated towns in
the United States. This
unique setting would lat-
er serve as the backdrop
for much of her literary
work. Despite facing fi-
nancial challenges, Hur-
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ston’s passion for educa-
tion led her to Howard
University, where she
immersed herself in the
vibrant cultural and in-
tellectual milieu of the
Harlem Renaissance.

Literary Exploration
Hurston’s literary jour-

ney unfolded against a
tapestry of rich storytell-
ing traditions and cultur-
al nuances. Her immer-
sion in folklore studies,
particularly during her
time at Barnard College
under the tutelage of
Franz Boas, fueled her
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Black History Month
Author Zora Neale Hu

fascination with Black
oral traditions. This fas-
cination bore fruit in her
groundbreaking anthro-
pological work, “Mules
and Men” (1935), a collec-
tion of folklore from the
Black communities of the
South.

Hurston’s magnum
opus, “Their Eyes Were
Watching God” (1937),
stands as a literary
masterpiece and a cor-
nerstone of Black liter-
ature. The novel, set in
the fictional Eatonville,

See HURSTON on page 11

Dr. Edward E. Ward

5835 N. Interstate Ave
Portland, Oregon 97217
503-285-5307

New Hours:

— 7 DAYS AWEEK —
8amto 5 pm

FORYOUR DENTAL NEEDS
“The Man With the Total Dental Plan”
All dental services are provided.
SET ADENTAL APPOINTMENT TODAY
“47 YEARS OF DENTAL SERVICES TO THE PEOPLE OF PORTLAND”

WelgdsRiA if just for the jokes.
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The thought of a colonoscopy might make us giggle,

but, of course, colorectal cancer is no laughing matter.
But when it's discovered early, the survival rate is far higher.

If you're 45 or over, a colonoscopy is the first and most
important step to preventing colorectal cancer. And should
you need care, we're here for you with our award-winning

team of cancer experts.

All of whom are dedicated to helping everyone achieve

a life beyond cancer.

H LEGACY CANCER
INSTITUTE

LEGACY

HEALTH

legacycancerinstitute.org/colon




